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MICHEL  LEPELLETIER  de  SAINt 
FARGEAU. 


THE  family  of  Lepelktier  ^ds  originally  of  Maris,*  Hiifamli^j 
where  records  of  its  eftablifliment  were  pre- 
lerved  as  far  back  as  the  year  1508.    His  father  was 
a  judge,  and  filldd  that  office  with  remarkable  feve- 
rity. 

The  fubjed  of  thefe  memoirs  was  bred  td  the  pro^  Biith  an<i 
feffion  of  the  law,  tod  attained  the  important  and  pro*«ffitfni 
honorable  office  of  preftdent  d  Mortier^  in  the  par- 
liament of  Paris  ** 

Before  the  revolution,  Lepelletief  was  retiiarkably  cbndqft 
unobtmfive ;  he  forbore  interfering  in  the  difputes  {jj^^'°""^ 
betw^een  his  body  and  the  ttown  **;  would  not  affume  lutbn/" 
titles  of  nobility,  though  he  poffe0ed  feveral  counties 
and  marquifates  in  his  own  right'';  and  prindj)ally 
employed  himfelf  in  the  improvement  of  the  very 
large  property  he  derived  from  his  father.   His  great 
wealth  procured  him  the  reputation  of  being  proud 
and  avarfcious,  and  his  making  fo  Unimportant  a 
figure  with  fo  many  advantages,  gave  rife  to  an 
opinion  very  derogatory  to  his  talents  ^i  He  was,  how- 
ever^  a  member  of  the  fociety  da  Amis  des  Noirs\  and 

*  Di^Ionnaire  de  la  Nobleife.  Conjnration  de  d'OrleaiiSi  ?o]:  iii; 
p.  134. 

"  Apoiogie  des  ProjetSi  &c.  p.  «20, 

*  Impartial  Hiftory,  toI.  i.  p.  347. 

*  Madame  Roland  calls  him  ««a  poor  rich  ihin,'*  hmkefcibket  tichi 
Ajjpcl.  Tol.  ii.  p.  71.  But  the  auth<^r  of  thc^%/>  des  Prcjent  Sec, 
who  it  iititxo  be  ftjfpefled  of  partiality  towards  JLcpeiletieri  allows  hin 
to  have  pofl^iTed  wit,  learning,  and  ?igor  of  imelieft^  p.  2*0. 

VQL«  iu  *       1  eonfiderd4 


a  LEPELLETIER. 

confidered  of  importance  fufficient  to  be  one  of  the 
regulating  committee  *. 
inthccon-       He  was  a  member  of  the  conftituent  affembly, 
aff"^bl      where  his  eloquence  procured  him  no  admiration,  but 
from  the  beginnmg  of  the  revolution  he  attached 
himfelf  to  Orleans,  and  never  deferted  his  party.   In 
this  he  was  influenced  by  the  timidity  of  avarice,  and 
the  defire  of  increafmg  his  ftore ;  he  was  perfuaded 
that  nothing  but  the  friendfliip  of  the  predominating 
party  could  refcue  him  from  profcription,  and  was 
amufed  with  expeftations,  which  applied  to  his  pre- 
vailing and  infatiable  pailion,  and  produced  a  ^rm 
adherence  to  men,  from  whofe  conduft  the  purity 
4ihAuguft  of  his  mind  might  have  led  him  to  revolt  \     He  was 
*7^5*       prefident  of  the  aflembly  at  that  famous  fitting  when 
an  inconfiderate  emulation  led  the  nobility  and  clergy 
to  facrifice  all  their  rights  and  privileges,  and  fpoke 
19th  June  with  fome  eflFeft  on  the  queftion  concerning  the  aboli- 
'^s^'-       tion  of  titles «. 

Forms  the  His  principal  labor  was  the  formation  of  the  penal 
penal  code.  ^^  jg  jj^  ^jjg  ^^^  conftitution,  which  gave  rife  to  many 
debates.  His  mind  was  by  nature  difpofed  to  mercy 
and  gentlenefs,  and  though  the  grafting  of  modern 
philofophy  on  a  ftudent  of  the  old  jurifprudence, 
fometimes  produced  a  grotefque,  fometimes  an  im- 
moral eflFeft ;  yet  all  his  notions  were  derived  from 
laudable  fources,  and  many  of  them  had  an  a^^ear- 
ance  of  reftitude  and  propriety.  He  was,  at  firft, 
fpr  abolifhing  pains  of  death,  confining  the  punifh- 
ment  of  crimes  to  civic  degradation,  public  expofure, 
foHtary  imprifonment,  chains,  or  hard  labor,  accord- 
ing to  the  magnitude  of  the  offence.  This  innova- 
tion was  too  great  for  him  to  carry,  but  he  fucceeded 
in  obtaining  a  fuppreflion  of  all  tortures  or  fuper- 
added  punifliments,  or,  to  ufe  his  own  phrafe,  "  re- 

*  Memoire  du  Jacobinifme,  par  Barruel,  vol.  ii.  p.  447. 
f  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  i.  p.  295.    Apologie^  &c.  ubi 
fupra. 
fi  Impartial  Hilloiy,  vol.  i.  p.  1S5.  347.  Debates. 
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**^ducedthe  fentence  of  death,  to  theprivation  of  life." 
In  other  parts  of  his  code  he  betrayed  great  want  of 
judgment,  and  fliewed  himfelf  completely  bewildered 
in  the  labyrinths  of  pretended  philofophy.  He  at- 
tempted, with  a  correftnefs  truly  ridiculous,  to.  fix 
the  proportions  of  punifhment  to  beinflifted  on  an 
unnatural  fon,  who  maimed  his  parent,  fo  as  to  make 
the  extent  of  the  penalty,  exaftly  commenfurate  to 
the  nature  of  the  injury.  He  endeavoured  to  obtain 
for  malefaflors  a  period  of  three  days  to  appeal 
againft  their  fentence,  or  move  in  arrefl  of  judgment; 
he  aboliflied  whipping  and  branding  of  criminals, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  gave  to  primary  affemblies 
an  undefined  power  of  corredional  punifhment,  and 
inflifted  four  years  imprifonment  on  the  perfon  who 
Ihould  ftrike  a  public  funflionary.  He  was  the  parent 
of  two  monfters  in  the  jurifprudential  fyftem,  which 
fi-uftrated  all  the  humanity  of  his  intentions ;  namely, 
that  juries  fliould  decide  on  the  law,  the  faft,  and  the 
intentioa  of  the  parties,  and  fhould  apply  the  punifh- 
ment ;  and  that  the  crown  fhould  be  deprived  of 
the  power  of  pardoning.  He  was  the  firfl  who  in-  a6th  June 
troduced  the  praftice  of  the  prefident  putting  on  his  ^790. 
hat  in  cafes  of  tumult  which  his  authority  was  in- 
fufEcient  to  reflrain  *". 

From  the  diffolution  of  the  conflituent  affembly,  ^fj^^"*^®" 
he  remained  in  obfcurity ;  he  made  no  figure  at  t\e  icgif-** 
the  Jacobin  club,  and  I  find  no  trace  of  him  in  any  lative  af. 
public  tranfaftion,  except  an  addrefs,  which,  as  pre-  f^^h  *^g. 
fident  of  the  department  of  Yonne,  he  prefented  to  cembcr 
the  legiflative  affembly,  on  the  fubjefl:  of  the  war,  »79»- 
and  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  procured 
him  the  honors  of  the  fitting*. 

He  was  returned  to  the  national  convention  for  Member  of 
the  department  of  Yonne^  but  was  as  little  diflin-  *^^  *^°"" 


vention. 


^  See  the  Debates  of  the  Conftituent  Affembly,  from  the  13d  of 
May  179 T  to  its  diffolution  ^  and  for  the  laft  h^.  Anecdotes  ilu 
Regne  de  Louis  XVI,  vol.  vi.  p.  153« 

'  Debates.. 
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guiflieJ,  as  in  the  preceding  part  of  his  career.  Itt 
(hewed  his  attachment  to  the  Mountain,  and  more 
particularly  to  Orleans,  by  voting  againft  the  Brif- 
fotine  motion  for  a  law  againft  the  mftigators  of  mur- 
30th  Oc-  der,  alleging  as  a  reafon,  that  it  would  be  a  reftraint 
tob€ri79i.  ^^  ^jjg  liberty  of  the  prefs.  His  conduft  refpefUng 
5ua7c-  ^^^  king's  trial  is  involved  in  much  doubt  and  un- 
fpeaing  certainty.  It  is  faid,  on  one  hand,  that  he  had  made 
the  king,  j^j^  qj^j-Jj  never  to  vote  for  the  death  of  any  perfon, 
but  that  Orleans,  fearing  the  queftion  of  the  king's 
condemnation  would  be  loft,  partly  by  terror,  and 
partly  by  promifes,  influenced  him  to  change  his  de- 
termination, and  to  bring  over  twenty-five  members 
who  had  refolved  to  vote  as  he  did  •".  In  fupport  of 
this  affertion,  BrifTot  fays,  that  Lepelletier,  at  the 
committee  of  legiflation,  in  the  piefence  of  twenty 
witneffes,  defended  the  propriety  of  an  appeal  to  the 
people,  and  faid,  if  the  appeal  was  not  carried,  it 
would  be  moft  advifable  to  vote  for  the  imprifon- 
ment  of  the  king  '.  But  I  do  not  conCder  it  at  all 
certain,  that  he  ever  intended  to  fliew  any  mercy  to 
the  imprifoned  fovereign,  or  to  vole  otherwife  than 
as  the  faftion  to  whom  he  had  attached  himfelf 
«7th  No.  ihould  direft.  Long  before  the  period  alluded  to  by 
vcmber  Briflot,  he  brought  up  an  addrefs  from  the  friends  of 
the  republic  at  Auxerre,  in  which  were  thefe  ex- 
preflions :  "  Nations  wait  with  anxiety  for  the  fen- 
*'  tence  you  are  about  to  pafs  on  Louis  XVI.  Let  it 
•'  be  terrible  and  fpeedy  ;  let  it  make  the  tyrants  gf 
*'  the  earth  tremble. — Let  the  blood  of  the  moft 
*'  worthlefs  of  confpirators  expiate  his  crinies  witbota 
**  delay  "^  J*  It  is  very  improbable  that  a  man  who 
favoured  fuch  an  addrefs,  fhould  be  an  advocate  for 
an  appeal  to  the  people,  or  for  any  other  m^afure 
tending  to  fave  the  king*  But  a  ftronger  proof  arifcs 
from  the  opinion  on  this  bufinefs,  which  he,  like 

^  Conjnnitton  de  d^OrJeant^  vol.  m.  p,  131.  Pages  Hiftoire  Secrete^ 
vol.  ii.  p.  25s. 
i  Si-ilTut  a  fes  CommtttanSy  p.  il.  n.  *  Debates* 

many 
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many  others,  had  publiflied  pending  the  trial ;  m 

which  he  faid,  that,  "  if  the  reprefentatives  of  the 

**  people  openly  betrayed  their  caufe, '  by  pronoun- 

*^  cing  againft  their  confcience,  the  acquittal  of  the 

**  tyrant,  then  the  people  would  have  a  right  of  infur* 

•*  'reftion ;  that  is  to  fay ,  a  right  of  withdrawing  their    * 

**  confidence  from  tlieir  treacherous  deputies.       He  5th  jan^-. 

was  afterwards  reproached  by  Pet  ion  in  the  conven-  »»y'793« 

tion  for  this  very  declaration ". 

He  voted  for  the  fentence  of.  death,   and  againft  HUdtath. 
the  appeal  to  the  people.     The  day  of  the  king's  ex- 
ecution, he  went  to  dine  at  a  coffee-houfe  in  the 
yardin  de  fEgaUtL    Six  perfons  came  from  an  ad- 
joining apartment,  and  one  of  them  faid,  "There  is 
*'  that  fcoundrel  Lepelletier." — "  My  name  is  Le- 
pelletjer,"  he  anfwered;  "  but  I  am  no  fcoundrel/*— 
*'  Did  you  not  vote  for  the  death  of  the  king  ?*'  faid 
the  aflaffin.     "  I  did,"  anfwered  the  deputy ;    *^  but 
**  that  was  a  duty  impofed  on  me  by  my  confcience." 
Hardly  had  he  uttered  thefe  words,  when  the  perfon 
to  whom  they  were  addreffed,  plunged  a  fabre  in  his 
body,  and  made  his  efcape.     The  wounded  deputy  *>^J>"w- 
was  taken  home,  and  expired  at  one  o'clock  the  next*^^* 
morning. 

Such  is  the  account  of  this  event  given  in  the  con-  obfei-va- 
vention,    and  publifhed   by  their  authority.     The  jtscffcas. 
Mountain  availed  themfelves  of  the  pretended  cir- 
cumftances,  to  impute  the  faft  to  their  political  anta- 
gonifts ;  their   declamations  in  the  convention,  the 
addrefs  of  the  Jacobin  club  to  the  affiliated  focieties 
and  to  the  legiflative  body,  dwell  ftrongly  on  this  faft, 
and  it  tended  very  much  to  deftroy  the  popularity  of 
the  Briffotines  **.     But  there  are  many  improbabilities 
in  the  narrative;  particularly  that  fo  long  a  converfa- 
tion,  and  fo  deliberate  a  murder,  fhould  take  place 

"  Robefpterre  a  fes  Cbmmettans,  vol.  li.  p.  194, 
•  See  Debates  in  the  Convention,  21ft  January,  8th  an  J  a  5  th  Fe- 
bruary, 179  J.  See  alfo  Robefpierrc  a  les  Commcttaqs,  yoU  ii.  p.  130. 
Ml-  346.  iiriflbi  \  ies  Commettans,  p.  17.  n, 
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in  a  publid  coffee-houfe,  in  the  moft  frequcfttcd  pjM 
of  Paris,  and  yet  the  aflaffin  efcape,  without  any  ef- 
fort being  made  todetain  him.     It  is  faid,  on  the 
other  fide,  that  the  man  who  murdered  him,  utt^ed  -  ^ 
a  few  hafty  reproaches,  and  then  perpetrated^the 
deed;  that  St.Fargeau  fell,  and  immediately  expiro^ 
uttering  only  the  words,  "  yaifroid/'  lam  cold*.    • 
We  are  told,  .that  the  deceafed,  at  the  moment  of  ex- 
piring, uttered  a  fine  jTentencc,  which  was  engraved 
on  his  tomb  j  but  this  is  very  improbable.   No  men- 
tion was  made  of;  it  in  the  firft  report  of  the  afiair  to 
the  convention,  and  the  fiftion  was  obvioufly  cal<;u<* 
lated  to  anfwer  two  views ;  to  counteraft  the  im- 
preffion  of  the  laft  words  of  the  monarch,  and  te 
excite  fufpicions  of  the  Briflbtines,  by  the  hope  they 
contain,  that  the  death  of  the  fpeaker  would  unmajk    • 
the  enemies  of  the  republic* 
siftjanu-      Ten  days  after  Lepelletier's  death,  his  prefumed 
a^y  «793-  aflaffin  was  difcovered,  at  Forges  les  Eaux.     He  was 
Death  of    ^n  ex-guard  of  the  king,  named  Paris.     After  thfe'. 
Paris, his    death  of  Lepcllctier,  a  fearch   had   been  direfted, . 
murderer,  which  took  place  the  29th,  on  which  day  Paris   is  • 
fuppofed  to  have  made  his  efcape ;  he  purfued  his 
way   to  Forges,   where  he  arrived  the  31ft.   The  . 
manner  in  which  he  behaved  at  the  inn  exciting  fome  - 
fufpicions,  a  guard  was  fent  for ;  and  while  they  were 
putting  fome  queftions  to  him,  he  blew  out  his  brains, 
with  a  double-barrelled  pijiol^  loaded  with  two  chewed 
bullets  **.    When  he  was  ftripped,  two   papers  were . 
found  next  his  ftomach ;  the  tender-hearted  Tallien 
declined  fliewing  them  to  the  convention,  becaufe,  • 
being   ftained  with  blood,  they  were  a   difgufUng 
fpeftacle ;  but,  on  his  word,  one  of  them  contained 
thefe  expreffions :    "  My  brevet  of  honor.'*—- 
*'  Let  no  one  be  molefted.     No  one  was  my  accom*    • 
*'  plice  in  the  fortunate  execution  of  the  villain  St. 

•  .^  • 

P  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans^  vol.  iii.  p.  241.  Pages  Hiftoire  Sedrete^ 
vol.  ii.  p.  70, 
•     «  Tallicn's  Report  to  the  Conventkn,  February  5th. 

*«  Fargeau. 
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"  Fargcau.  If  he  had  not  fallen,  I  would  have  done 
*«  a  more  praifc-worthy  adion,  I  would  have  purged 
^  the  country  of  the  regicide,  the  patricide,  the  par- 
^*  ricide,  Orleans. — Let  no  one  be  molefted.— The 
«*  French  are  a  nation  of  daftards,  to  whom  I  leave 
*'  thcfe  words : 

««  Pcuplc,  dont  les  forfaits  jcttent  partout  TeflSfoi, 
•*  Avcc  calme  et  plaifir  j'abandonne  la  vie, 
•«  Cc  n*eft  que  par  la  mort  qa'on  pcut  fuir  rinfamic 
*<  Qu  'imprime  fur  nos  fronts  le  fang  dc  notre  roi. " 

Frenchmen,  whofe  crimes,  the  univerfe  affright, 
Life  I  refign,  with  calmnefs  and  delight ; 
By  death  alone  I  (hun  the  dire  difgrace. 
Which  out  king's  blood,  ftamps  on  each  Frenchman's 
face. 

On  this  abfurd  narrative  I  fliall  make  no  comment. 
The  following  extrad  from  madame  Roland,  will 
enable  the  reader  to  form  his  own  conjeftures : 

"  The  affaffination  of  Lepelletier  is  ftill  a  kind  of 
*^  myftery ;  but  I  fliall  never  forget  two  circum- 
'^  fiances,  which  I  will  relate  in  this  place :  i  ft.  That  I 
'*  fawall  theperfons  who  are  at  this  day  profcribed, 
*'  in  defpair  at  the  event ;  I  faw  Buzot  and  Louvet 
^*  fighing,  and  ftiedding  tears  of  anger,  under  a 
**  perfuafion  that  fme  bold  mountaineer  had  perpe- 
**  trated  this  adioHj  to  attribute  it  to  the  right  Jlde^ 
'*  and  to  make  it  the  means  of  exciting  the  popular  fa» 
*'  naticifm  againji  them.  2d,  That  Gorfas,  declaring 
*'  pretty  plainly  the  fame  opinion,  adds,  that  in  all 
*^  probability  the  ajfajftn  would  never  be  difcovcrcd^ 
**  or  would  not  be  brought  forward  alive.  It  is  true 
*'  that  a  Parifian  mouhtaineer,  employed  with  another 
*^  to  fearch  after  the  aflaflin,  met  with  Paris  in  Nor- 
^*  mandy,  in  a  public  houfe,  where  they  faid  he 
*'  blew  out  his  brains.  It  is  alfo  true  that  the  Moun- 
S^  tain.  iTxade  a  kind  of  faint  of  Lepelletier,  a  filly ,^ 
B  4  "  rich 
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^  rich  man,  who  certainly  never  expefted  any  fuch 
^*  thing,  having  joined  them  through  fear ;  the  only 
^*  eflfential  fervice  he  ever  rendered  them  was,  in  dy- 
^*  ing  ashedidV 
Funeral  THc  hpnors  paid  to  St.  Fargeau,  after  his  deceafe, 
humSus '  ^^^^  ^^  extraordinary  contfaft  with  the  infignificancc 
honors,  of  his  life.  Robefpierre  himfelf  made  the  motion^^ 
that  his  body  fhould  be  depofited  in  the  Pantheon, 
and  that  the  convention  fhould  attend  his  funeral* 
t4th  ja-  Theceremony  was  p<:rformed  with  the  utmofl  grandeur 
■»*7-  and  folemnity.  The  pedeftal  in  the  place  Vend6me^  on 
which  the  ftatue  of  Louis  XIV.  formerly  flood,  was 
adorned  with  a  drapery  of  white  crape,  with  feftoons 
of  oak  and  cyprefs.  On  each  fide  were  placed  vafes 
with  frankincenfe,  and  on  two  of  its  feces  were 
writtra,  in  letters  of  gold,  the  fuppofed  lafl  words  of 
Lepelletier ;  *^  I  am  content  to  fhed  my  blood  for 
*^  my  country;  I  hope  it  will  confolidate  liberty 
•^  and  equality,  and  unmafk  our  enemies."  At 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  detachments  of  volun- 
teersandnatipnal  guards,  with  fifes  andmuffled  drums, 
were  on  the  ground.  At  eleven,  the  body  of  Lepeller 
tier,  flark  naked  to  fhew  his  wound,  was  brought  froni 
his  brother's  houfe,  and  depofited  on  the  pedeftal. 
The  n^embers  of  the  convention  arrived  at  twelve  ; 
the  prefidentx  placed  a  civic  garland  on  the  head  of 
the  deceafed;  a  funeral  oration  was  pronounced, 
after  which  a  proceflion  fet  out  from  the  place  Ven-? 
dome^  to  the  Pantheon\  in  the  following  order : 

A  Company  of  Miners. 

A  Banner. 

A  Troop  of  Horfe* 

A  Body  of  Fikemen. 

The  Tables  of  the  Law. 

A  Body  of  Horfe. 

'  Appcl  a  rimpartiale  Pofteritf^  Yol.  ii.  p.  7^« 

A  Ban^ 
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A  Banner. 
The  Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man* 
A  Corps  of  Capnoneors. 
The  Statue  41  Liberty. 
Detachment  of  Federates. 
TJhc  Fajcis  of  the  84  Departments,  carried  by  Fcdcratci, 
Muffled  Drums  and  Fifes.  , 

The  Banner  of  the  Republic* 
Twelve  Huiffiers. 
T^e  Prefident  of  the  Convention,    furrounded  by  tfa« 

Honorary  Secretaries* 
mie  Members  of  the  National  Convention  two  and  two 

THE  BODY  OF  LEPELLETIER, 
Thi$  was  reclining  on  the  bed  on  which  be  dicd>  the  (heets 

of  which  were  drenched  with  his  blood. 
The  Corpfe  was  naked,  in  order  to  difplay  his  ghafUy 

wound. 

On  one  fide  of  the  Corpfe, 

7he  Sabre  of  the  AiTai&n  fufpended  from  a  Pike  $ 

On  the  other. 

The  Clothes  which  he  had  on  when  he  was  murdered. 

The  Family  and  Relations  of  the  Deceafed. 

^  Banner,  with  the  dying  Deputy's  laft  Words  infcribed 

upon  it. 

Warlike  Mufic.  [The  Drums  and  Fifes,  &c.  muffled.] 

The  Provifional  Executive  Council. 

A  Body  of  Pikemen. 

The  Dire£kory  of  the  Department. 

A  Body  of  Horfe. 

The  Municipality  of  Paris. 

A  Detachment  of  Cannoneers. 

^  Number  of  Mothers  with  their  Children. 

A  Band  of  Pikemen. 

The  Eleftoral  Body  of  Paris. 

Eight  Huiffiers. 

The  Members  of  the  Courts  of  Jufticc. 

A  Body  of  Jtderatcs. 

A  Scar- 
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A  Scsirlet  Bonnet* 
The  Jacobin  Society. 
A  Body  of  Federates. 

A  BoK^f  Horfe. 
A  Company  of  PioneerSt 

This  proceflTion  lafted  two  hours,  during  which, 
the  mufic  of  the  national  guards  performed  a  funeral 
dirge.  The  remains  of  Lepelletier  were  depofited  in 
the  Pantheon,  in  a  niche  between  thofe  of  Voltaire 
and  Mirabeau.  The  mufic  played  feveral  airs ;  the 
brother  of  the  deceafed  delivered  an  oration  in  his 
praife;  the  members  of  the  convention  fwore  to 
preferve  union  and  confraternity,  and  to  fave  the 
country ;  and  the  ceremony  concluded  with  a  grand 
chorus  to  Liberty  *. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  ftep  taken  to  perpetuate 
lis  memory  ;  the  feftion  des  filles  St.  Thomas  took 
his  name,  and  one  of  the  Ihips  of  the  republic  was 
called  after  him.  Forty-eight  feafts  were  given  in 
honor  of  him  and  Marat;  maufoleums  were  ereded 
to  him  in  every  commune ;  his  buft  was  in  all 
the  temples,  and  theatres,  and,  throughout  the  de- 
partments, was  to  be  feen  in  almoft  every  houfe; 
Robefpierre  himfelf  placed  it  on  the  altar  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  the  day  he  made  his  abfurd  and  facri- 
legious  feaft«S 

Lepelletier,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  on  the 
point  of  forming  a  matrimoni;al  engagement  with 
Madame  de  Fontenay,  daughter  of  the  famous  Ga-? 
barus,  who  was  fo  long  perfecuted  by  the  inquifi- 
tion ".  His  property  was  inherited  by  his  brother,  of 
whom  M.  de  Montgaillard  fpeaks  with  great  fe- 
verity "". 

» 

»  See  the  French  journals  and  Englifh  ncwfpapcrs  of  the  time 
'  EtRt  de  la  France,  par  M.  le  Com:e  de  Montgaillardj^   p«  7»« 
Suite  du  meme,  p.  36. 
«  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  iii.  p.  179^ 
'  Suite  de  TEtai  de  ia  France,  p.  73, 

The 
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The  day  after  the  performance  of  Lepelletier*s  fii-  *5^h  Ja- 
neral  ceremony,  his  two  brothers  attended  at  the  bar  "^*'^' 
of  the  convention,  with  his  infant  daughter,  and  one  of 
them  holding  her  up,  exclaimed  with  fobs,  "  People,  Hisdaugh. 
"  behold  your  child!'*     The  convention  immediately  by  fht*^'*"* 
paffed  a  decree,  that  fhe  was  adopted  by  the  nation'',    nation. 

J  lUbefpicrre  a  fes  Commettansi  vol.  ii.  p.  352* 
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jKrfhand  I^ANUEL  was  fon  of  a  linen-draper*  at  MonN 

KotioD.  iVX  argis ;  he  received  a  liberal  education,  and, 

early  in  life,  went  to  Paris,  without  money,  and  almoft 

without  recommendation,  to  improve  his  fortune  by 

the  exercife  of  his  abilities.    He  commenced  author, 

and  produced  a  few  works,  the  names  of  which  are 

now  no  longer  remembered.  His  literary  efforts  were 

fo  ill  recompenfed,  that  he  hired  himfelf  to  a  banker 

in  Paris,  as  tutor  to  his  children,  for  which  he  was 

allowed  a  thoufand  livres  (43 /.  i5j.)a-year.  He  was 

afterwards  retailed  by  M.  de  Sartines,  as  a  fpy  for 

Wilted      the  police,  in  the  department  of  publications  ,  but 

*^^**       being  of  a  difpofition  rather  to  diffeminate  fcandal 

than  to  fupprefs  it,  he  turned  -  his  pen  againft  the 

court,  and  wrote  a  pamphlet  refpefting  the  famous 

affair  of  the  necklace,  intitled  "  Lettre  (Tun  Garde 

U  nmpri-    ^^  RoL**     This   publication,  together  with  the  fuf- 

picion  of  his  being  engaged   in  felling  prohibited 

sdFehm.  works,  occafioucd   his  imprifonment.     He  fays  he 

»>  «7id.  was  confined  in  the  Baftille  %  but  his  enemies  affefl:  to 

deprive  him  of  that  honor,  and  fay  that  the  place  of 

fth  April  his  retreat  was  the  Bicetre.     He  was  foon  enlarged, 

i?^  ha    A  ^^^  returned  to  Montargis,  where  he  fupported  him- 

*^  ^^"^  'felf   by   hawking  about  prohibited  and    indecent 

books  ^ 

a  B-.tKlle  clevoillce,  3«  livrnifon,    p.  105.  Many  p^rfuns  have  faid 
that  Manuel's  father  was  a  potter. 
*>  Confpiracy  of  RobcfpieiTe,  p.  45. 
«  Baftille  dcvoillcs,  2«  livraifon,  p.  105, 
*  PcititT's  late  Pithue  of  Taris,  vol.  ii.  p.  149. 
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This  livelihood,  thus  obtained,  was  fcanty  and  pre*  Hispo?wr* 
carious;  he  therefore,  once  again,  repaired  to  Paris,  *y* 
and  refumed  his  labors  as  an  author,  by  a  publication 
called  VAnnh  Fraufoife^  intended  as  a  courfe  of 
juvenile  biography,  in  which  he  applied  to  every 
day  in  the  year  the  life  of  fome  iiluftrious  Frenchman. 
ManuePs  ftyle  is  difgufting  from  affeftation  and  pe- 
dantry ;  his  work  was  unfavorably  treated  by  the  cri- 
tics, and  the  author  was  reduced  to  the  fituation  of  a 
newfman  and  bill-fticker  *. 

While  he  was  thus  ftruggUng  againft  poverty,  the    't^?" 
revolution  commenced,  and'promifed  more  advan- Con<i«a«t 
tageous  employment.     After  the  deftruftion  of  the  ^^^^''^^'^ 
Baftille,    he  became    a  Jacobin,    and  was  taken 
into  the  prote^ion  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,   but 
did  not  receive  from  him  any  effeftual   fupply^. 
He  was,   however,  named  provifionally  to  the  ad- 
miniftration    of   the    police,    in    the    department 
of  Paris,     In  this  fituation,  he  obtained  accefs  to 
many  original  papers,  and  feleded  from  them  fuch 
as  he  thought  he  could  afterwards  advantageoufly 
difpofe  of  to  the  bookfellers  ^.     The  formation  of  a 
more  permanent  body  of  police  occafioned  Manuel's 
difmiflion,  before  he  had  time  to  gain  any  confider- 
able  advantages  from  his  employ.   He  occupied  him- 
felf  for  fome  time  in  preparing  for  the  prefs  thefe 
papers  he  had  fo  unfairly  obtained,  and,  in  about  a     '79t. 
year,  produced  in  two  oftavo  volumes  La  Police  de  l"  po*!!^ 
Paris  devoillee.     This  work  aflfords  a  copious  collec-  dcvoiiic.-. 
tion  of  all  the  abufes,  real  and  pretended,  which  were 
attributed  to  the  old  government.     It  gave  the  com- 
piler an  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  habitual  rancor 
againft  priefts,  and  againft  religion ;  he  has  abufcd 
both  in  the  coarfeft  and  moft  unqualified  terms.     It 
had  confiderable  fuccefs,  which  was  probably  much 
increafed  by  exaggerated  accounts  of  the  mifery  of 

•  PeUjei'8  late  Piflnre  of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  240. 

'  Conjuration  de  tl'Orieans,  vol.  iir.  p.  146. 

f  MefcuieFran^oircy.Ne«Uu  19  Mai  1792,  p.  209. 
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lous  inveftives  againft  the  royal  family,  aAd  zffiRei 
with  all  his  power  in  exciting  the  commotions  of  the 
ftoth  June,  twentieth  of  June  \    He  was,  on  that  day,  in  the  gar- 
den of  the  Tuilleries,  without  his  municipal  fcarf^ 
laughing,  clapping  his  hands,  encouraging  the  mob 
to  perfift  in  their  outrages,    and  afSiling  to  take 
away  the  barrier  of  tri-colored  riband,  which  alone 
protefted  the  perfons  of  the  royal  prifoners '. 
Cfb  July.       His  mifcondu£t  was  fo  notorious,  that  he  was  pro-^ 
Sufpcnded.  vifionally  fufpended  from  his  office  %  but  the  influence 
of  the  Jacobins  was  exerted  in  his  favour.     The  mo- 
ment the  decree  -made  by  the  direftory  of  the  de- 
partment of  Paris  was  read  to  the  council-general 
of  the  commune,  Petion,  who  was  fufpended  as  well 
as  Manuel,  withdrew ;  Danton  rofe|  and  exclaimed, 
*'  Let  all  good  <5itizens  follow  the  mayor  to  the  na- 
*'  tional  sSembly  !*'    He  and  fome  ot  his  party  ac- 
cordingly went  out,  but  the  majority  of  the  council 
continued  their  deliberations'.  Frequent  applications 
were  made  to  theaflembly  in  behalf  of  the  fufpended 
officers ;  the  journalifts  repeatedly  afferted  that  the 
true  reafon  of  their  difgrace  was,  that  they  had  re- 
ftifed  to  obey  the  court  in  ihedding  the  blood  of 
citizens,  and  commencing  a  civil  war  "•    The  king 
7ih  July,  wrote  to  the  aflembly,  declining  all  interference  in 
the  bufmefs,  on  account  of  its  perfonal  reference  to 
himfelf.     Manuel  either  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  ill 
of  a  fever,  but  he  wrote  to  the  aflembly  to  caution 
n^^  Jwly.  them  againft  giving  ear  to  the  calumnies  of  his 
enemies,  who,  he  aflured  them,  were  enemies  of  the 
people.     The  influence  of  the  Jacobins  was  fo  great, 
that  the  aflfembly,  without  examination,  pronounced 

* 

^  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  175. 

»  Mercure  Francois,  No.  du  %i  Julllet  1791,  p.  195.  Peltier's  late 
PiAure,  vol.  ii.  p.  241.  See  aifo  ManueKs  Examination  on  the  Queci>*a 
Trial,  in  Jordan's  Political  State  of  JBurope,  vol.  v.  p.  i66, 

•  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  57. 

t  Mcrcure  Francois,  No,  du  7  Juilleti79»»  p.  135- 

«  Ibid.  See  alfo  Le  Dsfcnfeufde  la  ConliituUoo,  par  M.  Robe- 
Ipierrej  P?43«« 
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liim  ttot  guilty,  and  he  was  reftored  to  his  office.  »^«^« 
On  the  day  when  this  decree  pafled  in  his  favour,  ^^*^*^"**' 
he  went  to  the  aflembly  and  made  a  violent  fpeech, 
replete  with  infolence  and  falfe  accufations  againft 
the  king,  which  was  received  with  the  greateft  ap- 
plaufes,  aiid  procured  him  the  honors  of  the 
fittings 

With  fo  much  popularity,  and  with  fuch  prin-  lothAu. 
ciples  as  he  had  conftantly  difplayed,  it  is  impoffible  gj^*^^ 
to  fuppofe  that  Manuel  would  not  take  an  adive  tions.* 
fliare  in  the  revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft.  He 
"was  one  of  the  triumvirate  of  the  commune^  who 
detained  their  feats  when  the  old  members  were 
forcibly  expelled,  and  remained  all  night  in  the  hall 
of  the  commune  J  executing  the  plots  of  thofe  who 
had  projefted  the  infurreftion''.  He  was  now  gra- 
tified with  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  all  his  ma- 
lignity againft  the  unfortunate  royal  family.  A 
decree  had  paffed  the  legiflature,  ordering  that  they 
Ihould  be  confined  in  the  hotel  of  the  minifter  of 
juftice,  but  Manuel,  thinking  this  degradation  in- 
fufiicient,  attended  at  the  bar,  and  alleged  that  the 
commune  co\x\di  not  be  refponfible  for  their  detention, 
unlefs  they  were  confined  in  a  place  of  greater  fecu- 
rity ;  he  did  not  leave  the  matter  to  the  judgment  of 
the  affembly,  biit  propofed  the  Temple,  which  was 
acceded  to^  The  malicious  aftivity  he  difplayed 
on  this  occafion  raifed  his  popularity  to  the  greateft 
height ;  but  he  little  thought  that,  under  a  repub- 
lican government,  his  want  of  energy  in  the  de-. 
ftruftion  of  royalty  would  be  made  an  article  of 
reproach  and  accufation  againft  him*.     He  was  par- 

*  Debates  and  Hiftoriesii 
T  See  his  evidence  on   the  queen*9  trial,  Jordan*8  Political  St^te 

ofEurope>  vol.  V.  p.  167.  An  Hiftorical  and  Political  Account  of 
the  EveniS'of  the  ^th  and  loth  of  Augult,  by  a  National  Guard, 
p.  31.    Moore^s  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  53.  i48,&c.  &c;« 

*  Debates  and  Hiftories.     See  alfo  Eloge  Funebre,  kt,   par  M. 
Montjoye,.  p.  199.  107. 

*  See   Hebert*8  obfervations  on   his  evidence  againft  the  queen^ 
Jordan's  Political  Sutc  of  Europe,  vol.  v.  p.  193* 
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ticuhdy  a&ive  in  formbg  the  tribunal  to  try  the 

{>retended  criminals^  and  caufed  a  permanent  guiU 
otine  to  be  ereded  in  the  Caroufel,  under  pretence, 
thaty  as  that  fpot  had  been  the  theatre  of  guilt,  it 
ought  alfo  to  be  the  place  of  punifliment**. 

It  ,has  been  attempted  to  vindicate  him  from  the 
charge  of  having  been  concerned  in  the  maflacres  of 
September,  but  his  exculpation  reds  on  very  flight 
grounds  %  For  fome  time  before  the  event  he 
was  very  adive  in  pointing  out  proper  perfons  to  be 
arrefted ;  he  vifited  the  prifons  daily,  and  numbered 
the  perfons  confined  with  the  mod  fcrupulous  exaft- 
aefs  i  he  told  many  of  them,  with  a  fmile,  convey- 
ing a  latent  meaning,  that  they  would  be  liberated 
the  fecond  of  September ;  and  intimated  to  feveral 
that  they  would  be  fhipped  off  to  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  colte&  as  many 
of  their  valuables  as  poifible'^^  It  is  certain,  from 
the  melancholy  expreflion  made  ufe  of  by  Chante- 
^eine  when  he  ftabbed  himfelf,  fo  early  as  the 
twenty-fecond  of  Auguft,  that  their  projected  mur- 
der was  knovm' ;  and  if  Manuel  had  not  knovn  of 
it  by  a  culpable  participation,  he  muft  have  been 
apprized  officially,  and  in  either  .cafe  he  is  highly 
culpable.  But  of  him  it  is  pofitively  afferted,  that 
he  received  money  of  many  prifoners  to  procuro 


►  Pelttejr^s  late  Pi^lure,  voK  ii»  p.  ttio. 

«  See  Garat*'8  Memoirs,  p.  27. 

*  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  4/9.  Pfltier's  late  Pi^rt,  vol.  if.  p.  «39, 
«79#  Conjuratioiv  de  (i*OikaBt,  vol.  iti.  p.  %o6,  Confpiracy  of 
Eobefpierre,  p.  74..  Gibbon's  Mifcellaneous  Works,  voLi.  p.  %^t, 
Amongft  the  inftances  of  individuals  faciificed  to  his  perfonal  hatred 
fs  BofquilloAy  the  juftice  of  peace  who  opp^fed  his  e)e6lion  as  pro- 
cureur  de  la  commune.     Sre  Pehicr*s  late  pi6)uie,  vol.  ii.  p.  140^ 

«  Chanter  BINE  was  colonel  of  the  conftttutional  guard  of  the 
king*s  hoofeholdy  on  the  tenth  of  Aoguft  17^1.  He  was,  between 
that  day  and  the  fecond  of  Seprmnber,  arrefted  by  order  of  the  com* 
mune,  and  confined  in  the  prifon  of  the  Abba^^e.  Being  informed* 
from  fources  he  coniidered  infallibie,  of  the  projected  murder  of  cbe 
prifoners,  as  they  were  fitting  down  to  dinner  on  the  sad  of  Augult, 
hp  fuddenly  ftabbed  himfelf  three  times  with  a  knife,  exclaiming* 
•«  We  are  all  doomed  to  be  maifacred  j— My  God,  receive  me  !"  aid 
txpired  almoft  inftaAtanecully.    St.  Meafd's  Agony^  p.  lo, 
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their  acquittal  and  fafety,  and  particularly  fifty  thou- 
fand  crowns  (6250 1.)  of  the  princeffe  de  Lamballe. 
A  faying  of  his  own,  that  he  would  have  preferved 
that  lady  if  fhe  had  not  loft  her  prefence  of  mind, 
corroborates  the  fuggeftion.  Her  murder  has  been 
deemed  an  impremeditated  aft  of  fury;  the  feft, 
however,  is  this ;  Manuel  had  agreed  to  fave  her, 
but  the  duke  of  Orleans  exprefsly  commanded  her 
deftruftion,  and  Manuel  had  not  time  to  counteradt 
the  execution  of  his  orders,  which  were  given  with 
fecrecy,  and  performed  with  diabolical  fidelity^ 
The  maflacres  of  this  and  the  following  days  enriched 
Manuel,  but  from  that  period  he  renounced  all  con- 
nexion with  Orleans^. 

He  was  elefted  member  of  the  convention  for  Member 
Paris,  and  attached  himfelf  to  the  party  which  op-  ^L'llir*' 
poled  the  views  of  his  late  patron.     His  conduct 
while  he  retained  a  feat  in  this  aifembly,  except  in 
fuch  parts  of  it  as  were  produced  by  his  defire  of 
thwarting  Orleans  and  the  Mountain,  exhibits  very 
little  worthy  of  notice  for  virtue  or  confiftency.     At  «tft  Sep. 
the  opening,  of  the  fittings,  he  made  a  motion  which  ^««n*^* 
did  fome  honour  to  his  difcemment,  namely,  that 
theprefident  of  the  convention  fhould  have  apart- 
ments in  the  Tuilieries,   and  a  guard ;   that  he  «;*  Sep- 
fliould  be  ftyled  prefident  of  France,  and  that  cer-  ^^^^^q^S 
tain  marks  of  refpeft  Ihould  be  Ihewn  him  in  public;  ber, 
but  this  was  negatived.     He  moved,  but  unfucceff- 
fuUy,  for  the  abolition  of  the  order  of  priefthood,  ex- 
preffing  his  furprife,  not  that  bifhops   were  paid, 
but  that  they  were  permitted  to  exift ;  an  expreffion 
Worthy  a   Septembrizer  *".      He  defended   general 
Montefquiou  againft  the  attacks  of  the  Mountain; 
and,  in  general,  oppofed  all  their  proceedings  re- 
fpefting  the  king. 

'  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.4So,  481.     Conjurati6n  de  d'OrleanSy  vol.  tii* 
p.  tio. 
>  Oonjuraiion  de  d*Orleani^  vol.  iii.  p.  no.    Fas;eS|Vol.  i.  p.  4S6. 
*  Debates. 
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Conduft         That  Manuel   Ihould  have  exerted   himfelf  fo 

[ffig"!   ^^ch  to  fave  the  life  of  the  king  is  a  fubjcft  of  fur- 

trial.         prifc,  and  has  given  rife  to  various  conjeftures.    It 

nas  been  faid  that  he  felt  a  defire  to  re-eftablifh 

royalty,  which  report  is  countenanced  by  his  ob- 

fervatioii  at  the  Jacobins,  that  liberty  was  better  in 

profpeft  than  in  poffeflion,  and  by  fome  exprefSons 

which  he  dropped,  importing  a  wilh  to  place  the 

duke  of  York  or  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  on  the 

<6thoao-  throne*.     It  is  further  ftrengthened  by  his  motion 

***"•  to  fubmit  the  queftion  of  abolifliing  royalty,  which 

had  pafled  in  the  convention  by  acclamation,  to  the 

people    in    primary   affemblies ;    this   motion  was 

fpeedily  over-ruled,   Danton  and  Briflbt  joined  to 

argue  againft  it.      Notwithftanding  thefe   fafts,  I 

think  his  conduft  can  only  be  afcribed  to  his  difguft 

againft  Orleans.     He  does  not  appear  ever  to  have 

become  a  royalift :  he  was  always  ready  to  forward 

every  meafure,  and  even  to  extend  every  fuggeftion 

which   had  a  tendency  to  degrade  or  harafs  the 

king  and  his  family,  to  whom  in  his  vifits  to  the 

19th  oao-  Temple  he  behaved  with  extreme  rudenefs*'.    He 

|)ropofed  the  fale  of  the  chateau  of  Verfailles,  as  an 

amendment  of  an  original  motion,  which  only  re* 

15th  oao.  commended  the  fale  of  the  furniture.     He  treated 

^'  the  crofs  of  Saint  Louis  with  fcorn,  as  a  ftain  on 

the  coat  of  a  foldier,  and  carried  his  abfurd  preju- 

^^h?.^'    ^Jce  fo  far  as  to  move  the  abolition  of  Twelfth-Day, 

(le  jfour  des  Rois,)  merely  on  account  of  its  name*. 

He  was  accufed  by  Hebert  of  having  oppofed  a  re- 

duftion  of  expence  in  the  table  of  the  royal  prifoners, 

but  kindnefs  to  them  was  not  the  motive",  and  a 

fuggeftion  has  been  thrown  out  perfonally  relating 

to  the  queen,  which  could  only  originate  in  the  moft 

i  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.s03. 
k  See  Journal  dt  Clcry,  p.  loo. 
1  J^ebates. 

m  Sec  trial  of  the  qucf  n,  Jordan^s  Poitlical  State  of  Europe,  vol.  ▼* 
p.  193. 
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Tancorous  malignity,  and  merits  no  notice  except 
contempt".     His  oppofition,  by  whatever  motive  it- 
might  be  produced,  was  bold  and  well  combined  ; 
he  aimed  a  blow  at  the  influence  of  the  terrorifts, 
which,  had  it  effeftually  taken  place,  would,,  in  all 
probability,  have  faved  the  life  of  the  monarch  ;  this 
"was  when  he  moved  that  a  certain  number  of  tickets 
of  admiflion  to  the  tribunes  fliould  be  fent  every 
day  to  the  fedions,  to  be  diftributed  amongft  the  real 
citizens,  which  would  operate  to  the  exclufion  of 
thofe  hired  ruffians,  who  by  their  interference  de- 
graded the  national  reprefentation,  and  prejudiced 
the  difcuflion   of   every   quefl:ion.       This   motion 
failed,  through  the  influence  of  the  Mountain,  and 
of  thofe  very  galleries  againft  whom  it  was  intended. 
After  the  king's  defence  had  been  made,  he  pro- 
pofed  that  it  fhould  be  printed,   and  fent  to  the 
departments,  and  that  the  difcuflions  of  the  con- 
vention  on  the  fubjefl:   fliould    be  fufpended    for 
tbree  days ;  but  this  motion  was  rejefted,  and  being 
reported  at  the  Jacobin  club,  occafioned  his  expul-  Expelled 
fion  from  that  fociety^     In  voting  on  the  queftion  thejacobi» 
refpefting  the  reference  of  the  fentence  againft  the 
king  to   the  primary  aflfemblies,    he   made  fome 
pointed  obfervations  on  th<e  general  conduft  of  the 
members  of  the  convention,  and  on  the  duke  of 
Orleans.     "  Judges,'*  he  faid,  **  do  not  murmur 
'*  at  the  opinions  of  their  brethren,  though  different 
"  from  their  own :  they  dp  not  openly  abufe  and 
"  <:alumniate  each  other;  they  are  cold  as  the  law, 
"  of  which  they  are  the  organs.     If  the  convehtiou 

»  I  ivill  not  infult  the  reader  by  a  reference  to  the  pubJication  in 
which  this  InHnuation  is  contained — I  appeal  to  the  aut)ior*s  fenfe  of 
/hame  who  could  commit  fuch  an  accuCaiion  to  paper,  wheii  he  might 
hav^been  convulsed  of  its  impoffibility  by  the  tollowjngextraft  from 
the  queen's  trial.  ^.^  The  Prefident,  {to  Manuel) — **  Why  did  you 
'<  take  it  upon  you  to  enter  alonfi  into  the  f'emple,  and  p?rticulnrly 
*'  into  the  apartments  called  Royal  ?"  H^ittiefs~-**  I  never  allfnoed 
**  ffyfilf  to  inter  akne  into  the  af^artmentx  of  the  frifoncn  \  /,  on  the  contrary  ^  took 
^'  care  always  to  be  atcompanied  by  federal  of  the  commijfionen  who  were  on  duty 
f*  tbireJ"*     Joidan*s  Political  State  ot  Europe,  vol.  v.  p,  i68, 

»  Pebaces.    Moore>  Journal^  vol.  ii.  p,  534,  538.  566. 
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**  had  been  a  tribunal  of  law,  a  near  relation  of  the 

^*  king,  who  has  not  been  retrained  either  by  a 

*^  fenfe  of  fliame  or  by  his  confdence,  would  not 

**  have  been  permitted  to' vote  on  this  occafion.** 

He  was  proceeding  with  his  obfervations,  when  the 

prefident  called  him  to  order,'.   When  the  laft  appel 

nominal  was  made,  on  the  queftion  of  punifhment, 

Manuel  was  fecretary,  and  indignant  at  finding  the 

decifion  of  death  carried  by  fo  fmall  a. majority,  he 

rofe  from  his  place,  exclaiming,  "  I  muft  leave  this 

^*  place  to  feek  a  purer  air,"     He  ruflied  towards 

the  door,  but  fome  of  the  Mountain  fearing  that  he 

was  carrying  away  the  lifts  of  the  fcrutiny  attempted 

to  ftop  him.     He  efcaped,  however,  out   of  their 

h&nds,  and  made  his  retreat,  but  was  followed  by 

Duhem,  who.  fucceeded  in  making  him  refume  his 

feat.     This  tranfaftion  threw  the  convention  into 

great  confufion,  but  it  is  not  certain  that  Manuel 

had  any  intention  of  carrying  oflF  the  lift  '. 

t9|hlanu-      When  the  queftions  were  all  decided,  he  fent  a 

»ry  1793-    le^tej.  X.O  the  convention  full  of  complaints  and  re* 

Befignshis  proache^,  which  he  concluded  by  refigninghis  feat. 

^^'  The  motive  he  alleged  then  and  afterwards,  on  the 

queen's  trial,  was,  that  he  defpaired  of  the  eftabliih^^ 

ment  of  liberty  from  fuch  a  body,  divided  by  faftion, 

^nd  over-ruled  by  clamour'.  He  alfo  wrote  a  letter  oix 

the  queftion  of  an  appeal  to  the  people,  which  was 

publifhed  in  Condorcet's  paper,  and  is  efteemed  cme 

of  his  beft  produftions. 

While  the  trial  was  in  agitation,  Manuel  had  offer- 
ed himfelf  to  fucceed  Petion  in  the  mayoralty  of  Paris, 
2^nd  was  third  on  the  lift,  having  868  votes'.     He 
Retires  to   |-etired  to  his  native  town,  where  he  was  defirous  to 
the  coun-    j^^^Xii^  and  end  his  days  in  obfcurity.     Senfible  of 
March       the  dangers  which  awaited  him  from  the  increafing 


>793- 


p  Pebatet.     Moere's  Jpflrnal,  voU  ".  p.  579. 
<t  Rohefpierre  a  Pes  Commettant,  vol.  ii.  p.  %%%. 
'  Debates.     Queen's  trial,  in  Jordan's  Political  State  of  Europe^ 
▼ol.  V.  p.  167. 
*  Wprcuip  f  ran^ois,  N9  4u  j  Ko?embre  X79af  ^ 
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infiuence  of  the  Mountain^  he  caufed  it  to  be  reported 
that  he  was  killed  in  a  popular  commotion  at  Mont- 
argis.      This  fallacy  was   foon  deteded,    he  was  Brought  to 
arrefted  and  brought  to  Paris,  where,  after  having  Paris. 
been  examined  on  the  trial  of  the  queen,  he  was  i6th  Nor. 
himfelf  accufed  of  a  confederacy  with  Briflbt  and  '793 
Petion,  tried  and  executed.     When  he  was  put  into    *""'  * 
the  Conciergerie,  he  experienced  from  the  prifoners 
none  of  the  confolatory  kindneffes  they  generally 
difplayed  towards  each  other ;  they  reproached  and 
detefted  him  as  author  of  the  maflacres  of  Septem- 
ber J  and  when  he  was  going  to  his  trial,  they  thruft 
him  againft  a  pillar  ftili  ftained  with  blood  flied  on 
that  day,  exclaiming  that  it  was  fpilt  by  his  means'. 

In  Manuel's  charader,  there  appears  very  little  Hitciiiu 
virtue  or  confiftency.  His  outfet  in  life  w^%  ^^^^'* 
marked  by  ingratitude,  his  progrefs  by  profli* 
gacy  and  inft^bility  of  principle.  As  an  author 
he  produced  nothing  worthy  of  criticifm,  or  likeljr 
to  reach  pofterity.  His  ftyle  is  disfigured  by  af- 
fe3ation  and  clumfy  pedantry*  He  was  celebrated 
as  a  wit ;  two  inftances  will  prove  the  foundation  of 
his  claims.  In  the  commune^  he  moved  that  the  ^s^^  Jmjt 
ftatue  of  Louis  XIV.  might  be  caft  into  cannon,  "^^*' 
that  the  monarch  might  continue  to  make  a  noife  to 
the  laft".  In  the  convention,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debates  on  the  king's  trial,  Manuel  having  moved 
xfomething.  which  clafhed  vidth  the  wifhes  of  the 
Mountain,  Legendre,  the  butcher,  faid,  the  afTembly 
had  better  decree^  that  Manuel  is  a  wit. — "  I  am 
*'  glad,"  faid  Manuel,  **  they  are  not  required  to 
•*  decree  quejefuis  bite^  for  then  Legendre  would 
"  think  he  had  a  right  to  kill  me."  1  here  is  fomc 
finartnefs  in  this  repartee,  which  lies  in  the  word 
hete^  being  uied  equivocally  to  fignify  a  beail,  or  a 
fool\ 

<  Tableau  det  Prifont  fous  Robefpierre. 

*  Journals.  ^ 

*  Mire  Williams*!  fiift  Colleaion  of  J^tten  on  France, 
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VJ  AR  AT  was  one  of  thofc  men  whom  extraor* 
dinary  commotions  or  cdnvulfions  in  the  body 
politic  have  exalted  to  a  degree  of  eminence,  from 
which  they  are  contemplated  by  fucceeding  goiera* 
rations  with  horror,  difguft,  and  wonder  bordering 
on  incredulity.  This  mifcreant  verified  the  narratives 
of  poets  and  romance  writers,  who  reprefent  fouls  de- 
void of  every  laudable  principle,  and  deformed  by 
every  vice,  inhabiting  bodies  of  correfponding  con* 
formation,  equally  calculated  to  infpire  abhorrence 
by  the  firft  impreffion  oh. the  fenfes. 
Birth  and  Marat  was  born  at  Beaudry,  a  fmall  hamlet  in 
cUucaiion.  (he  Canton  of  NeufchatAl  in  Switzerland,  where  his 
father  was  public  fchoolmafter.  Hie  did  not,  how- 
ever, undertake  his  fon*s  inftrudUon,  but  fent  him 
to  Geneva.  His  education,  though  not  finiflied, 
was  above  the  common  level  ^  and  he  was  diitin^ 
guiflied,  in  that  part  of  his  life  which  preceded  the 
revolution,  by  an  attachment  to  literature  and  phi- 
lofophy.  Probably  his  apparent  debility  of  perfon, 
which  precluded  the  poflibility  of  much  corporeal 
exertion,  induced  his  parents  to  beftow  that  ex- 
pence  on  the  cultivation  of  his  mind,  which  enabled 
him  to  fignalife  himfelf  in  the  lifts  of  atrocity  ^, 

7  Carjuratiqn  d'Orlcans,  vol.  ii.  p.  153.,  Pages,  vol.  11.  p.  19^ 
There  is  ibme  doubt  about  the  place  of  his  birth,  which  fomc  ha^fc 
ftated  to  be  Sardinia,  otheis  Corfica  ;  but  in  his  lifetime  he  was  gene- 
rally  underftood  to  have  been  born  in  the  Canton  of  Neufchatel,  part 
of  the  dominions  of  the  king  of  PrufTia.  See  Peltier's  Pi^ure  of 
Paris,  ftl.  ii.  p.  S^"* 
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Poverty,    and    the    difficulty  of   fupporting  ,him«;Goetto 
felf  in  his  own  cduntry,  induced  him  to  go   to^*'"* 
Paris,   where  he  commenced  phyfician.     Of  the  Praaicn 
profits  of  his  praftice  there  is  no  certain  account^  phyttc. 
though  he  boafted  of  it  as  very  extenfive,    and 
afferted,  that  on  his  arrival  in  Paris    he    receiv- 
ed thirty-fix   livres  (i/.   iix.  6d.)  a  vifit*.      He 
fubfifted  principally  by  the  fale  of  a  quack  medi- 
erne,  which  did   woful  execution  on  thofe  who 
placed  confidence  in  it,  though,  to  fcreen  himfdf 
from  the  laws,  he  purchafed  a  diploma,  and  the 
appointment  of  phyfician  to  the  cbunt  d'Artois's 
rabies.     This  medicine  was   a  fpecific,   appearing 
like  a  very  limpid  water,  for  which  he  charged  two 
louis^d'ors  a  bottle  *. 

His  attention  was  chiefly  engaged  by  experiments  His  philo- 
m  natural  philofophy,  and  in  this  purfuit  he  dif-  ^^?^'*^,^ 
played  that  envy  and  malignity  which  always  mark-mcnui 
cd  his  charafter.     He  had  ftudied  light  and  elec- 
tricity ;  in  the  former  he  had  difcovered  many  no- 
velties, and  made  fome  improvement  on  the  prifm, 
which,  are  well  fpoken  of;  in  the  latter,  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  equally  fuccefsful,  but  perhaps 
his  envious  difpofition  prevented  his  greater  fuccefs 
in  both,  fince  he  was  more  defirous  to  overturn  the 
fyftems  of  Newton,  and  to  deprive  Franklin  of  his 
celebrity  than  to  profit  by  their  difcoveries  ^ 

He  publiflied  a  book,  called  "  Recherches  phyftques  and  puh, 
"  fur  lefeu  ;**  and  another,  in  which  he  affefted  to  iicatioM, 
confute  the  fyftem  of  Helvetius,  under  the  title  of    "^''^* 
**  A  Philofophical  EJfay  on   Man:'      The   former 
treatife  I  have  feen,  but  from  not  fufEciently  under- 
(landing  the  fubjed,  can  give  no  opinion  refpe^ng 

*  Briflbt.  When,  in  the  Life  of  Marat,  BrifTut  it  <iiioted  with, 
out  fpecific  reference  to  his  work,  I  allude  to  a  fragment  of  hit 
infcrted  in,Mifs  Williams's  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  iii.  Appendix  IL 

p.  4l«. 

a  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans^  vol.  ii.  p.  151,    BrilTot. 
>  BriiToc. 
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it.  The  latter  difplays  a  prefumption  and  tanie^^ 
which  the  talents  of  the  author  by  no  means  juftify* 
He  pronounces  dogmatically  on  the  moft  ahftnife 
queftions  of  the  animal  economy,  and  ihews  the 
utmofl  contempt  for  the  judgment  of  the  reader* 
Voltaire,  in  his  queftions  on  the  Encyclopoediay 
treats  this  work  with  a  greater  degree  of  feverity 
than  it  merited,  if  we  may  believe  Bnflbt ;  but  if  he 
committed  any  miftake  with  refpeft  to  the  book,  he 
made  none  as  to  the  author,  when  he  declared  him 
more  fit  to  libel  men  than  to  analyfe  them  % 
Goes  to  He  went  to  England  about  the  fame  year,  and 
*^«^n-  publilhed  aneffay,  called  *'  The  Chains  of  Slavery  ^^'^ 
of  which  he  afterwards  boafted,  that  it  procured 
him  great  patronage  and  honor ;  but  the  oblivioa 
in  which  the  book  is  fhrouded,  which,  even  the 
infamous  celebrity  of  the  author  has  not  been  able 
to  difpel,  aids  his  known  charader  for  mendacity 
Returns  to  in  difcrediting  the  affertion.  When  he  returned  to 
Fans.  Paris,  he  refumed  his  philofophical  purfuits,  but  the 
academy  was  fo  prejudiced  againft  him,  it  did  not 
condefcend  to  criticife  his  produdtion,  or  even  ta 
mention  his  name.  His  defire  to  deftroy  the  fame 
of  Newton  ftill  purfued  him,  and  he  took  a  finguiar 
method  to  eflfeft  it ;  he  tranflated  his  Principia  into 
French,  and  falfified  the  text,  to  bring  difgrace  osx 
the  author.  To  fmuggle  the  book  into  notice,  and 
to  efcape  the  fevere  examination  he  apprehended 
the  academy  would  beftow  on  a  produftion  of  his, 
which  the  reputation  of  the  original  would  compel 
them  to  examine ;  he  prevailed  on  a  grammarian, 
called  BauiT^e,  to  print  his  name  in  the  title-page  as 
tranilator ;  but  though  this  manoeuvre  fucceeded  fa 
far  as  to  obtain  from  the  academy  a  negligent  appro- 
bation ;  yet  the  work  fell  into  difrepute,  and  was 
foon  forgot  *^.  He  continued  to  fupport  himfelf  by 
the  fale  of  quack  medicines,  proteded  by  his  place 

•  BrilTot.  *  Ibid, 
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hi  the  houfehold  of  the  comte  d'Artois,  and  the 
purchafed  diploma*  It  is  not  the  leaft  wondoful  Hltamonr. 
circumftance  of  his  life,  that  he  was  able  to  obtain 
the  favour,  and  live  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  a 
young  and  beautiful  lady  of  quality,  feparated  from 
her  hufband;  he  had  been  called  in  as  medical 
aififtant,  and  had  fucceeded  in  infpiring  her  with  a 
paflion  for  him,  which  fhe  always  retained,  in  fpite 
of  the  deformity  of  his  perfon,  the  filthinefs  of  his 
appearance,  and  the  brutality  of  his  behaviour  *. 

At  the  time  of  the  revolution  he  was  poor  and     17J9. 
obfcure ;    the  prevailing   paffion  for  politics,  and  ^»  fi^"** 
the  adtivity  of  intrigue,  were  not  to  be  fufpended  by  **^'** 
philofophical  curiofity,  and  he  was  fo  little  prepared 
for  the  events  about  to  take  place,  that  he  declared 
his  opinion  that  the  nation  was  not  ripe  for  a  revo- 
lution, and  declined  being  concerned  in  it.     When 
the  Baftille  was  deftroyed,  however,  he  came  for- 
w^d,  and  with  his  accuftomed  negleft  of  truth, 
fent  a  pompous  account  of  a  pretended  valiant  ex- 
ploit  to  be  inferted  in  the  journal  of  his  friend 
Briflbt^     Finding  he  had  no  chance  of  advancing  c<^. 
himfelf  but  by  affuming  the  reigning  profeflion  of  a  mcncet 
journalift,  he  commenced  editor,  called  his  paper  i®«*^«»****- 
The  Publidjie  Franpis^   and  began,  in  the  ufual 
,  ftyle,  to  decry  the  court,  and  compliment  the  po- 
pular favorites.     In  this  career  he  had  fo  many  com- 
petitors, his  fuperiors  in  information  and  eloquence, 
that  his  want  of  fuccefs  was  fufEcient  to  have  difpi- 
rited  any  man  lefs  fanguine  or  lefs  perfevering*. 
Whether  his  better  genius  fuggefted  the  plan,  or 
whether  fome  of  the  agents  of  the  Palais  Royal 
pointed  it  out  to  him,  cannot  be  determined,  but 
irom  his  never-failing  rancour  againft  eminent  -per-* 
(bns,  the  former  is  extremely  probable ;  he  fpeedily 

•  Briflbt*    Conjttration  de  d^OrleanS)  vol.  ii.  p.  15$* 

'  Briflbt. 

JP  ConjuratiQn  d^  d*Qr}ean9y  vol.  ii.  p.  156.    Pages^  v.  ii.  p.  4V* 
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altered  the  title  and  ftyle  of  his  paper ;  he  called 
it  UAmi  du  Peuple^  and  commenced  a  violent 
attack  on  Bailly  and  La  Fayette.  This  brought  his 
publication  at  once  into  notice,  and  as  he  rather 
^fpired  to  the  favour  of  the  lower  than  of  the 
fuperior  clafles,  he  conftantly  adapted  his  ftyle  to 
their  fyftem  of  rhetoric ;  his  tropes  and  figures  were 
execrations  and  obfcenities,  his  argument  was  ri- 
baldry and  abufe,  and  his  patriotifm  a  firm  belief  in 
all  the  rancorous  falfehoods of  the  day*".  His  paper 
was  fold  for  only  two  liards  (a  farthing)  ^ ;  the 
motto  he  chofe  for  it,  '*  Ut  redeat  miferis, 
"  abeat  fortuna  fuperbis,**  plainly  pointed  to  an 
agrarian  law  ;  and  the  manner  in  which  he  recom- 
mended blood  and  (laughter,  greatly  contributed  to 
take  off  the  reftraints,  cuflom,  and  education  im- 
pofed  on  the  ferocious  difpofuion  of  the  French  po- 
17^0.  pulace  ^.  La  Fayette  was  fo  hurt  at  his  infults. 
Attacked  combined  with  others  he  fuftained  from  Danton, 
«uc.^  ^^  St.  Huj-uge,  &c.  that  he  furrounded  his  houfe,  and 
blocked  up  the  avenues  with  a  guard  ;  but  was  pre- 
vented, by  the  threats  of  Danton,  from  profecuting 
a  revenge,  which  would,  if  followed  with  effeft,  have 
relieved  the  country  from  one  of  its  greateft  pefts, 
then  in  a  ftate  of  comparative  innocency  ^ 
Becomes  a  Marat,  having  obtained  notice,  began  to  enlarge 
Jacobin,  ^j^g  fcope  of  his  ambition ;  his  vanity,  of  which 
he  had  a  Angular  fhare,  led  him  to  fuppofe  that  no.- 
thing  was  too  high  or  too  arduous  for  him  to  im- 
dertake.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Jacobins, 
and  though  his  croaking  voice  and  faulty  delivery- 
made  the  tafk  of  oratory  an  infurmountable  diffi- 
culty, he  perfevered  in  afcending  the  tribune  and 
delivering  his  opinions  whenever  he  could  obtain  an 

*»  Corjnration  de  d*Or1eans,  vol,  li.  p   157. 

'  Miles^s  (  ondti^t  of  France  towards  Great  Britain,  p.  ^%h 

^  Mi)0!e*s  Journal,  vol.  ii,  p.  391;, 

4  Miles*  ubi  I'upra*    Conjvuation  (ie  d'Orkans^  vol.  ii.  p»  1^7. 
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hearing.  That  club,  during  the  fittings  of  the  and  Cor- 
conftituerit  aflembly,  though  difgraced  by  the  re-***^'*""- 
ception  of  him,  and  an  indifcriminate  rabble  befide, 
was  not  a  region  fufficiently  fervent  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  his  principles.  The  Societe  fraternelle,  after- 
wards called  the  club  of  Cordeliers,  was  the  fcene 
where  he  moft  frequently  difplAyed  himfelf,  and 
from  the  congenial  difpofitions  and  fimilarity  of 
attainments  in  moft  of  the  members,  to  the  greateft 
cffea™.  He  now  became  acquainted  with  Ro- 
befpierre,  member  of  the  affembly,  employed  in 
fome  of  the  inferior  agencies  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, and  was  of  great  fervice  to  him  in  gaining 
the  favour  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fauxbourgSj  and 
training  the  galleries  of  the  affembly ;  his  journal 
too  obtained  the  protedion  of  the  duke,  and  he,  as  ^ 

editor,  partook  of  his  bounty ".      The  eafinefs  of 
his  circuraftances  increafed  his  infolence,  and  gave 
full   fcope   to   the  exercife   of  his  ruling   paffion, 
malice.     To  this  may  be  afcribed  his  continual  in- 
veftives  againft  the  king  and  royal  family,  againft 
la  Fayette,  and  every  one  who  poffeffed  any  ftiare 
of  the  public  efteem**.      To  this  may  be  alfo  attri-  isth  April 
buted  his  rancorous  refleftions  on  the  king'is   in-  '79"' 
tended  journey  to  Saint  Cloud  *",  and  his  extreme 
earneftnefs  in  promoting  the  petition  figned  in  the 
Champ  de  Mars.     On  this  occafion  his  conduft  ex-    July, 
pofed  him  to  the  refentment  of  the  ruling  powers.  J***  p*^*^* 
He  had  before  excited  the  difguft  of  the  conftituent  **  *  ^ 
aflembly,  by  his  audacious  invitations  to  murder, 
and  by  exhorting  the  mob  to  hang  up  eight  hun- 
dred of  the  deputies  on  the  trees  of  the  Tuille- 
ries  ^.     They  rejoiced  at  this  opportunity  of  making  Himrcif 

him  feel  the  feverity  of  the  law  \  a  decree  was  iffued  impri'on-. 

^» 

«  Pages,  vol.  i.  p  4-58.     Loiivet*s  Narrative,  p.  9. 

»  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  147^ 

o  Idem,  vol.  ii.  p.  ^83. 

P  Sec  Moore*s  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  231.  247.  149. 
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againft  him,  his  prefles  and  papers  were  feized^  and 
he,  and  a  mademoifelle  Colombey  diredrefs  of  his 
journal,  put  in  prifon.  An  order  was  made,  that 
no  hawker  fhould  prefume  to  cry  his  journal  on 
pain  of  punifbment'.  Thefe  exertions,  however, 
were  of  little  confequence ;  he  was  foon  liberated, 
either  in  compliment  to  the  mob,  or  becaufe  doubts 
were  entertained  of  the  legality  of  his  detention. 
He  retired  to  a  vault,  in  the  church  of  the  Cordeliers, 
prepared  for  him  by  Legendre  the  butcher,  from 
which  place,  in  contempt  of  authority,  he  continued 
to  iiTue  his  lucubrations  '• 
Compiri-  At  this  period,  with  whatever  faftidioufnefs  they 
ion  be-  afterwards  denied  it,  Briflbt  and  his  party  were,  at 
MdThc*"*kaft,  on  good  terms  with  Marat'}  they  laboured 
Briflbtincs.  in  a  common  caufe,  and  ufed  at  firft  the  fame 
means  ;  they  were,  like  him,  firft  Orleanifts,  after- 
wards republicans;  and  though  the  different  de- 
grees of  favour  obtained  by  the  two  parties  in  the 
eftimation  of  their  common  patron  caufed  diflen- 
iions  in  principles  and  in  politics,  there  was  little 
difference  between  them,  though  they  afterwards 
varied  in  their  condud.  In  faft,  though  the  Brif- 
fotines,  and  the  writers  in  their  intereft,  attribute  to 
them  all  the  credit  of  being  the  founders  of  the 
French  Republic^  the  incendiary  Marat  did  more 
fervice  to  the  caufe  than  they.  Their  fmcerity  was 
about  /i?r;  they  and  he  cared  equally  for  the 
people,  they  were  willing  to  rifk  the  happinefs  of 
the  majority,  or  even  to  make  indifcriminate  facri- 
fices  to  eflablifh  their  theories,  or  confirm  the  afcend- 
ancy  they  once  acquired.     Marat,  whofe  ambition 

'  Mcrcure  Fran9oi8,  No.  du  30  Juillet  1791,  p.  399f  et  du  (  Aout| 

P  ^*' 

»  Marat  lived  in  the*  Rut  des  Ctrdilien,  No.  30  j  this  retreat, 
theiefore,  ^as  no  great  inconvenience  to  him.  See  Moore's  View, 
vol.  ii.  p.  415.  £tat  de  la  France,  par  M,  le  Comte  de  MontgailJaidi 
p.  66. 

«  P»gc<,  vol.  ii,  p.  39.  Conjuration  ded'Orlcant,  vol.  Hi.  p,  IV' 
Peltiei*ft  latt  Fixture  ol  Paris,  vol.  **.  p.  269. 

extended 


MARAT. 

extended  no  farther  than  to  head  ^n  outragec^ 
rabble,  and  whofe  vanity  led  him  to  believe  no  per- 
fon  fo  well  qualified  for  the  taik  as  himfelf,  was  de^ 
firous  to  refolve  the  whole  kingdom  into  an  im« 
menfe  and  lawlefs  mob,  that  by  his  influence  he 
might  perpetuate  anarchy.  Both  aimed  at  the  fame 
Qbje£t,  the  degradation  of  the  conftituted  authori** 
ties,  the  plunder  of  the  wealthy,  and  the  deftruc* 
tion  of  the  loyal,  but  they  purfued  it  differently* 
The  BriiTotine^,  vain  in  the  ftores  of  book-learnings 
confident  in  their  eloquence,  and  wrapt  up  in  thetr 
metaphyfical  fpeculations,  thought  they  might  fuc* 
ceed  by  eftablifliing  theories  in  ravour  of  a  republic, 
m  inducing  the  people  to  confent  to  the  elevation  of 
their  inftigator  Orleans,  or  to  their  own  aflumption 
of  all  the  power  of  the  date.  Their  attempt  had  a 
fuccefs  proportioned  to  its  fagacity;  to  read  their 
iwritings,  to  hear  their  fpeeches,  they  feemed  to  pot 
fefs  all  the  wifdom,  all  the  virtue,  all  the  difmte* 
reftednefs  of  thofe  fages  aiid  heroes  of  antiquity, 
whom  they  aife^ed  to  regard  as  models;  but  to 
mfped  their  web  of  flimfy,  though  pernicious,  in- 
trigues, to  hear  of  their  treacheries,  their  jealoufles, 
thar  want  of  mutual  confidence,  and  their  foli- 
citude  to  fecure  a  ihare  of  power  by  the  moft  flagi^ 
tious  means,  it  became  obvious  that  they  had  no 
real  virtue,  wifdom,  difintereftednefs,  or  patriotifm, 
but  that  the  fentiments  analogous  to  thofe  qualities, 
with  which  a  laboured  eloquence  fupplied  their 
fpeeches  and  writings,  proceeded  merely  firom  the 
head,  while  the  heart  remained  cold,  malignant, 
and  ielfiih.  The  mob  adored  them  for  a  fliort 
period,  then  defplfed,  detefted^^  and  facrificed  them. 
Marat,  on  the  other  hand,  did  not  make  an  af« 
fefted  difplay  of  wifdom,  virtue,  or  fententioufnefs ; 
to  gain  the  populace,  he  adapted  himfelf  to  their 
tafte,  and  fucceeded  to  the  utmofl  extent  of  his 
wiihes. 

The  attempt  to  puU  down  the  king,  that  a  re^ 
gency  of  learned  men  might  govern,  prefented  no 

very 
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very  favourable  profpeft  to  the  mob,  but  to  teH 
them  of  plunder,  of  an  agrarian  law,  an  exemption 
from  reftraint,  and  a  poflefGon  in  common  of  aH 
authority  and  all  property,  was  an  irrefiftible  al- 
lurement. The  BrifTotines  laboured  to  prove,  that 
the  world  was  made  for  the  wife ;  Marat  perfuaded 
them  that  it  was  made  for  the  poor.  It  is  true,  that  at 
this  period  he  was  in  the  pay  of  Orleans,  but  with  his 
total  want  of  honour,  principle,  and  veracity,  it  is  very 
improbable  that  a  tie  fo  weak  as  gratitude  fhould 
bind  him  to  a  man  he  defpifed.  His  vanity  taught 
him  that  his  talents  and  fupport  could  never  be  pur* 
ichafed  at  an  adequate  price,  and  his  careleifnefs 
about  money  prevented  his/  confidering  it  poflible 
that  he  fhould  be  bought  by  fo  vile  a  mean, 
increafes  The  flagitious  conduft  of  the  legiflative  aflembly 
in  ferocity.  ^^^^  ^^^  fpring  to  the  energy  of  Marat,  and  the 
increafing  afcendancy  of  his  friends  Danton  and 
Robefpierre  in  the  public  eftimation,  enabled  him  to 
become  additionally  confpicuous  and  obnoxious. 
His  publications  became  more  atrocious  and  fan- 
guinary ;  he  made  no  fcruple  to  recommend  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  three  hundred  thoufand  perfons,  as 
sdMay  ariftocrats".  He  was,  at  length,  denounced  to  the 
JJ9»«  aflembly  by  M.  Beugnot,  for  having,  in  one  of  his 
ced,  '  Journals,  infl:igated  the  foldiery  tofacrifice  their  gene-- 
rah  to  the  public  welfare.  Beugnot  complained  that 
thefe  writings  had  been  prefented  to  the  minift:er, 
Duranton,  who  had  not  taken  propet  meafures  to 
have  the  publiftier  puniflied.  M.  de  Vaublanc  en* 
forced*^  this  accufation  by  producing  another  of 
Marat's  papers,  in  which  he  recommended  to  the 
people  to  dejiroy^  with  fire  and  fword,  the  rotten 
ffiaj'ority  of  the  ajfemhly.  The  incendiary  was  defended 
by  his  congenial  friends,  Bazire,  Chabot,  and  Mer- 
lin ;  a  long  and  tumultuous  debate  enfued,  at  the 
clole  of  which,  a  decree  of  accufation  was  iflued 
againfl;  him,  but  its  effed  was  reduced  by  a  fimilar 

tt  Peltier^ft  late  Pickuit  of.Parif«  Yol.  ii.  p.  169. 
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one,  t)btailied  by  Briffot  and  his  fa£Uon,  at  the  fame 
time  againft  the  abbe  Royou,  editor  of  rJmi  du  Roi. 
Seals  were  ordered  to  be  placed  on  the  hotifes  and 
preffes  of  both*. 

'  But,*  at  this  period,  the  regicide  faftion  was  fo     June; 
ftrong,  and  their  afcendancy  fo  confirmed,  that  Marat  ?*^"q'  ^"* 
entertained  no  fears*     Decrees  of  ,arreft  were  iiTued 
againft  him,  but  never  executed ;  and  previous  to  the 
2oth  of  June  he  was  as  audacious  as  ever,  inftigating 
infurreftion,  and  inforcing  the  murder  of  the  king  y.  / 
Notwithftanding  the  fuccefs  which  attended  that  dit  Behaviour 
graceful  day,  and  the  meafures  which  were  purfued  and^ot?i^of 
to  infure  more  extenfive  confequences  to  that  per-  Auguft. 
fidious  plot  which,  after  fome  delays,  was  executed 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  he  is  faid  by  Briffot  to  have 
been  fo  deficient  in  courage,    that  he  requefted 
-Barbaroux  to  convey  him  to  Marfeilles  as  a  place  of 
fafety*.     He  was  appointed  one  of  the  new  council 
general  of  the  commune^  who  declared  themfelves  in- 
dependent of  the  legiflature,    and   determined  to 
render  an  account  of  their  conduft  to  none  but  the 
Jovereign  people^  in  their  primary  affemblies*. 

Soon  after  the  deftruftion  of  royalty,  jealoufies  QuarreU 
began  to  manifeft  themfelves  amongft  the  miniftry  ^",||ft**® 
who  had  obtained  their  places  by  fuch .  culpable     ""  ^  * 
violence.    Danton,  refolved  on  the  deftruftion  of 
his  pedantic  colleagues,  employed  Marat  to  infult, 
and  make  them  odious  to  the  people.     The  incen- 
diary, convinced  that  in  a  conteft  before  the  popu- 
lace, he  would  be  fecure  of  fuccefs,  commenced  his 
attack  in  a  manner  truly  charaderiftic.    Pirft,  by 

*  Mereure  Francois,  No.  du  xiMaix79}y  p.  x  18—120. 
y  See  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol,  ii.  p.  39. 

^  BrifTot  a  tout  les  Republicains,  London  edition,  p.  178.  I  con- 
tefs  I  do  not  believe  the  ftory.  BriiTot  fays  this  lupplication  was  made 
on  the  eve  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  a  day  too  1}ury  for  Barbaroux  to 
have  incumbered  himfelf  with  Marat,  and  Marat  was  that  very  day 
xnade  one  of  the  new  commune. 

*  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  129.  Pehier'i  late  Pifture,  vol^ii* 
p.  ax3*    Moore*s  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  335  tc^  33^* 
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his  own  authority,  he  feized  four  preflfes  from  the 
king's  printing-office  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  a 
iimilar  number  which  had  been  ts^n  from  him^ 
this  the  miniftry  dared  not  refift  or  refent.  As  foon 
as  the  aflembly  had  decreed  a  Aim  to  be  at  th^  difpo* 
fal  of  the  adminiftration  for  the  purpofe  of  difperfing 
tifeful  publications,  he  applied  to  them  for  15,000 
livres  (656/*  5  j.)  to  enable  him  copublifli  fome  of 
his  works.  Roland,  to  whom  the  application  was 
made,  refufed  to  give  the  fum  without  knowing  what 
was  to  be  publifhed }  Marat  fent  him  a  large  bundle 
of  manufcripts  about  the  Chains  of  Slavery  which  he 
laid  before  the  council,  and  they  referred  the  matter 
to  Danton ;  the  event  was,  that  Marat  demanded 
and  obtained  the  required  fum  from  Orleans,  pofted 
placards  againfl:  the  incivifm  of  Roland,  and  pul> 
hihed  libels  againft  his  wife^  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  a  conteft  which  in  about  nine  months  over* 
threw  the  fadion  of  BrifTotines. 
•dscpteni.  A  greater  fcene  of  horrors  was  now  to  be  aded, 
Conduaof  ^"^  ^^  P^^^  affigned  to  Marat  ,was  congenial  to  his 
Marat,  abilities.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee 
of  infpeftion  {Surveillance^  by  the  tommune,  in 
which  capacity  he  affifted  in  filling  the  prifons,  and 
by  his  fanguinary  journals  and  placards  inflamed  tho. 
populace^  He  even  went  To  far  as  to  obtain  from 
the  commune  an  order  for  the  arreftation  of  Roland, 
and  many  of  his  friends,  but  this  ftep  was  too 
daring  even  for  Danton,  he  fuppreflfed  the  execution 
of  it,  but  it  became  obvious  that  no  farther  m^afures 
were  to  be  kept  between  him  and  his  colleagues^ 
whom  Marat  began  to  profcribe  and  denounce  with 
great  fury%     On  the  horrible  days  of  maflacres  he 

**  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.^ii.  Peltier^t  late  Pifture,  ToU  it. 
p.  83. 

^  Sec  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  m.,  ti».  Peltier*s  late  Piftare» 
vol.  ii.  p.  385.    Conjuration  ded*Orleant,  vol.  iii.  p.  %t%^ 

d  Peltier's  late  Pi6lure,  vol.  ii.  p.  189.  Moore*s  JouroaJ,  vol.  i. 
p.  256. 

•  Roland's  Appeal,  VoL  i.  p.  loo. 
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was  conftantly  engaged;  Pauis  and  he  were  alter- 
nately prefidents  of  a  committee  which  direfted  and 
encouraged  the  proceedings  of  the  aflaflins,  in  the 
previous  arrangement  of  which  he  had  materially 
affifted^  His  Conduct  on  this  and  other  occafions 
was  fo  ferocious  as  almoft  to  juftify  the  hyperbolical 
affertion,  that  he  would  have  drunk  the  blood  of 
his  mother  out  of  the  cranium  of  his  father  ^ 

Meanwhile,  the  eledlion  for  the  national  conven-  Elcaed 
tion  were  proceeding,  the  friends  of  Marat  were  de-  •»««'*«' ©^ 
termined  to  obtain  him  a  feat  y  and  for  what  place !  yenuottl 
not  for  an  obfcure  department,  where  his  name  was 
fittle  known,  and  his  vices  only  appeared  in  general 
details,  but  for  Paris,  the  capital  of  the  ftate,  the 
centre  of  his  crimes,  the  fcene  of  all  his  atrocities  ^ 
Paris,  where  it  is  hardly  a  figure  to  fay  that  the  very- 
walls  cried  out  againft  him,  as  a  murderer,  an  incen- 
diary, and  a  ruffian  more  fit  for  the  gibbet  than  the      ^ 
ienate.     To  procure  his  return  it  was  neceifary  to 
employ  the  eloquence  of  Chabot,  Danton,  and  Ro- 
befpierre,  and  the  more  effeftual  aid  of  pike  and 
bludgeon  men,  who  terrified  the  refpe£bible  eledors, 
and  ianfUoned  the  proceedings  of  voters  of  their  own 
clafs^.     As  foon,  as  Marat  had  obtained  a  feat  in  the 
legiflature,  he  redoubled  his  audacity  and  virulence; 
previous  to  their  meeting  he  declared  that  if  they  did 
not  fettle  the  principles  of  government  in  eight  days, 
no  good  was  to  be  expeded  from  them ;  he  de-  19th  Sep. 
nounced  in  his  placards  many  of  the  newly-elefted  **"^* 
members,  as  ariilocrats  and  counter-revolutlonifts, 
the  generals  who  commanded  the  armies,  zs  traitors, 
and  the  minifters,  estcept  Danton,   as  enemies  of 

f  Paget»  vol.  i.  p.  4791 4S0.  Peltier's  late  PiAure^  vol.  ii.  p.477« 
Conjuration  de  d*Oi'leans,  vol.  iii.  p.  208. 

%  Quoted  by  Pag^s,  vol.  ii.  p.  31/.  Sec  alfo  Garat*t  Memoirs,  p.  26* 
^  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii'.  p.  iS}.  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  u 
p.  387— -39i«  Appei  a  l*Impartiale  Pofterit^,  vol.  ii.p.  69,  It  rouft 
De  obferved  that  Kobefpierre  in  his  defence  againft  Louvet*s  accufaciooy 
which  is  very  pointed  on  this  AihjeA,  denies  having  recommeoded 
Manit.— Sec  Robespierrs, 
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freedom*  So  little  was  he  fatisfied  with  the  ftate  of 
things  while  the  BrifTotines  bore  fway,  that  the  very 
day  after  the  meeting  of  the  convention,  he  excited 

,  the  Jacobin  club  againft  them.     He  perfevered  in 

his  incendiary  placards,  and  even  reproached  the 
people  for  their  forbearance  in  not  perpetrating  new 

4th  oao-    maflacres.     "  O,  people  of  talk !"  he  obferved,  "  if 

bcr.  «  yQ^  jjj  jjy^  know  how  to  ad* !" 

DefpifcdiB  But  though  he  was  ftrongly  fupported  in,  and 
tfce  con-  inftigated  to  thefe  meafures  by  nis  party  in  the  com- 
mune and  in  the  clubs,  even  they  had  not  intrepidity 
enough  openly  to  countenance  him  in  the  conven- 
tion. There  the  hideoufnefs  of  his  appearance,  the 
fqualor  of  his  attire,  the  infamy  of  his  charafter,  the 
audacity  with  which  he  outraged  truth,  decency,  and 
order  j  made  every  one  afliamed  to  own  a  connexioa 
with  him.  Was  a  charge  made  on  his  party,  of 
iiiurderous  principles,  or  views  of  eftablifliing  a 
diftator,  when  every  one  (hrunk  from  the  avowal  of 
fuch  defigns,  he  was  ever  ready  to  ftand  in  the 
breach,  deriding  the  affaults  of  eloquence,  trium- 
phantly confeffing  the  whole  charge,  juftifying  him- 
felf,  and  impudently  retorting  crimination,  fcorn, 
and  pity  on  his  accufers''. 
Enmity  to  It  would  bc  an  extremely  tedious  and  unintereft- 
thc  Brif.  ihg  labor  to  relate  all  the  motions  and  denunciations 
made  by  and  againft  him,  from  the  firft  fitting  of 
the  convention  to  the  end  of  the  year.  He  was  the 
avowed  contemner  and  fcourge  of  the  Briffotines* 
the  unceafing  opponent  of  Roland,  whom  he  ftig- 
matized  in  his  journals,  placards,  and  fpeeches  in 
the  convention,  as  well  as  at  the  Jacobin  club,  as  the 
enemy  of  the  republic,  as  a  tyrant,  who  iffued  arbi- 
trary lettres  de  cachet\  and  as  a  public  peculator 
and  defaulter'.     He  was  undoubtedly  inftigated  to 


ibtmes. 


'^  Louvei*s  Narratlvci  p.  iS.  ai.    Moore*s  Journal,  vol. up.  45o« 

^  Moore*B  TournaK  vol.  ii.  n.  rix^  «'co.     Debatet. 
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^  Moore*8  Journal,  vol.  iu  p.  r?!.  ft59.    Debates. 

1  Louvet*8  Narrative,  p.  14.     Roland^s  Appea)|  vol.  i.    p*  iiS* 
iK^ercure  Francois  du  ao  O^obre  yi^%^ 


MARAT.  3^ 

thefe  meafures  by  Robefpierre  andDanton,  and  the 
Briflbtines  were  anxious  to  confound  and  difgrace 
him.  But  in  this  they  proceeded,  as  ufual,  by  in- 
trigue inftead  of  courageous  aflault ;  they  formed 
parties  to  prevent  his  accefs  to  the  tribune,  and, 
inftead  of  a  well-digefted  attack,  exhaufted  them- 
felves  in  affe£led  declamations  and  feeble  recrimina- 
tions. A  defcription  of  one  of  thefe  fcenes  will  a5<h  Sep. 
fliew  all  the  atrocity  and  infolence  of  his  charafter,  **'^*^''- 
and  difplay  the  feeble  condu6l  of  his  opponents. 
After  a  difcuffion  in  which  Rebecqui  and  Barbaroux 
accufed  Robefpierre  of  afpiring  to  the  diftatorfhip, 
Marat  prefented  hinifelf  at  the  tribune,  to  anfwer 
a  part  of  the  complaint  in  which  he  himfelf  had  been 
implicated.  Violent  murmurs  arole.  **  It  would  Hisfpecdi. 
**  appear,"  he  faid,  "  that  I  have  a  great  many 
**  perfonal  enemies  in  this  affembly.*' — '*  That  we 
**  are  all,"  exclaimed  three-fourths  of  the  members. 
Marat  refumed  with  the  moft  unruffled  ferenity : 
*'  I  have  a  great  many  perfonal  enemies  in  this 
**  affembly ;  I  call  them  to  decency.  I  exhort  them 
**  to  moderate  their  fiirious  clamours,  and  indecent 
**  menaces  againft  a  man  who  has  rendered  more 
•*  fervices  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  to  themfelves, 
**  than  they  are  aware  of.  Let  them,  for  once, 
*'  learn  to  liften !  I  am  grateful  to  the  fecret  hand 
*^  which  has  thrown  in  the  midft  of  you  a  vain 
**  phantom,  to  alarm  the  timid,  create  divifions 
^  among  good  citizens,  and  caft  a  ftigma  on  the 
•*^  deputies  of  the  city  of  Paris.  They  are  accufed 
**  of  afpiring  to  a  diftatorfhip,  a  triumvirate,  or  a 
'*  tribunefhip;  this  abfurd  accufation  could  not 
*'  have  found  credit  but  for  my  being  one  of  the 
*'  perfons  to  whom  it  applies.  Well  then!  it 
*^  becomes  an  aft  of  juftice  in  me  to  declare  that 
**  my  colleagues,  Robefpierre,  Danton,  and  the 
*'  reft,  have  conftantly  oppofed  the  idea  of  a  dic- 
*'  tatorfliip,  though  I  have  publiflied  it  in  my 
*^  journals,  and  have  had  feveral  difputes  with  them 
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^*  on  the  fubjefb.  I  believe  I  am  the  firft,  or  rather 
**  the  only  political  writer  in  France  who  has  prc- 
*'  fented  it  to  the  public  as  the  only  mode  of  cru(h- 
**  ing  traitors  and  confpirators.  If  this  opinion  be 
**  a  crime,  I  alone  am  culpable ;  on  my  head  the 
*'  vengeance  of  the  nation  ought  to  fall :  but  before 
^^  I  am  cenfured  or  puni(hed  let  me  be  heard. 

^^  Surrounded  by  eternal  machinations  againft  the 
*^  country;  feeing  the  repeated  confpiracies  of  a 
^^  perfidious  king  and  a  deteftable  court ;  feeing 
**  the  villany  of  that  hoft  of  traitors,  who  in  the 
**  conflituent  as  well  as  the  legiflative  aifembly, 
**  bafely  fold  the  rights  of  the  people ;  will  you  im- 
*^  pute  it  to  me  as  a  crime  to  have  propofed  the 
V  only  meafure,  in  my  apprehenfion,  calculated  to 
*'  flop  us  on  the  brink  of  that  precipice  into  which 
♦*  they  were  dragging  us?  When  the  conflituted 
•'  authorities  yrcie  of  no  other  ufe  than  to  deflroy 
^*  freedom,  and  to  murder  the  patriots,  In  the  name 
**  of  the  law,  will  you  impute  it  to  me  as  a  crime  to 
**  have  called  down  on  their  guilty  heads,  the  axe 
**  of  popular  vengeance  ?  No,  the  people  themfelves 
*•  would  difavow  you ;  for,  if  they  have  not  fol- 
**  lowed  my  advice,  they  have,  too  late,  felt,  of 
**  themfelves,  that  they  had  no  refource  left  to 
**  efcape  the  rage  of  their  tyrants,  but  by  taking 
**  into  their  own  hands  the  diftatorial  power,  and 
**  ridding  themfelves  of  traitors. 
•  *M,  more  than  any  one,  have  trembled  at  the  idea 
^*  of  thofe  terrible  commotions ;  and  that  they  might 
*'  not  be  always  in  vain,  that'  the  people  might  not 
**  be  forced  to  renew  them,  I  was  defirous  that  they 
*^  fhould  be  direfted  by  feme  citizen,  whofe  pru- 
**  dence,  juftice,  and  firmnefs  might,  at  once,  have 
**  fecured  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  public.  If 
^'  the  neceffity  of  this  meafure  could  have  been  felt 
*«  at  the  epoch  of  the  capture  of  the  Baftille,  five 
*'  hundred  rafcally  heads  would  have  fallen,  and 
"  peace  and  liberty  would  haveT)een  eflablifhed  from 
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^^  that  period  For  ever ;  iilftead  of  \vhich,  for  want 

*'  of  difplaying  that  energy,  equally  prudent  and 

"  neceffary,  a  hundred  thoufand  patriots  havebeeii 

**  butchered,  and. a  hundred  thoufand  more  are 

**  threatened  with  the  fame  fate.     To  prove  that  I 

^*  had  no  view  of  making  this  diftator,  tribune,  or 

♦*  triumvir,  (for  what  fignifies  the  name^)  a  tyrant, 

**  fuch  as  folly,  prefuming  on  the  ufe  of  a  word, 

♦*  might  have  reprefented  him,  but  a  devoted  viftim 

**  to  the  country,  whofe  lot  no  ambitious  man 

**  would  envy,  my  projeft  was,  that  the  duration 

♦*  of  his  authority  (hould  be  limited  to  a  few  days, 

**  that  it  fhould  only  extend  to  the  condemnation  of 

^  traitor3 ;  and  even,  that  a  cannon-ball  (hould  be. 

^'  chained  to  his  foot,  that  he  himfelf  might  always 

**  be  within  the  reach  of  the  people.     All  vigorous 

**  meafures  have,  at  firft  fight,  appeared  abfurd  to 

^*  many,  particularly  to  the  deputies  of  the  people  ; 

^'  they  were  ever  confident  of  their  own  wifdom, 

^*  and  they  would  have  ruined  the  country  if  the    . 

^*  people  had  not  trampled  under  foot  their  cowardly 

^'  fyftems.       My   ideas,    however    revolting   they 

^*  might  appear,  tended  only  to  the  public  good, 

**  for  no  perfon  was  ever  more  fond  thaTi  myfelf  of    " 

f^  order,  and  thereiga  of  juft  laws.     If  your  ideas 

^*  are  not  fufficiently  elevated  to  enable  you  to  un- 

^*  derftand  me,  fo  much  the  worfe  for  you. 

^'  Such  is  my  opinion ;  I  have  not  privately  in^ 
**  finuated  it  to  a  confidential  circle ;  I  have  printed, 
^*  and  put  my  name  to  it.  Was  it  the  opinion  of  a 
**  madman  ?  I  was  to  be  pitied.  Was  it  dangerous  ? 
**  It  was  incumbent  on  men  more  enlightened  than 
**  myfelf,  to  expofe  it,  inftead  of  direfting  againft 
♦*  my  perfon  the  daggers  of  affaffination,  and  the 
"  bayonets  of  defpotilm. 

"  My  enemies  have  dared  to  impute  to  me  views 
"  of  ambition.  If  I  had  been  willing  to  fet  a  price 
♦*  on  my  filence,  I  might  have  been  gorged  with  gold ; 
^^  j€t  1  am  poor«    In  the  fervice  of  my  country  I 
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^^  have  braved  mifery,  dangers,  and  infults ;  incefl 
*'  fantly  purfued  by  legions  of  aflfaffinSy  I  have  wan« 
**  dered  during  the  fpace  of  three  years  from  one 
"  fubterraneoushabitationtoanother;  Ihavepreached 
**  the  truth  when  a  log  was  my  pillow.  If  la  Fayette, 
"  or  any  other  enemy  of  liberty,  had  been  able  to 
"  feize  my  perfon,  the  mod  ardent  defender  of 
*'  liberty  would  have  been  no  more. 

"  Legiflators !  condefcend  to  open  your  eyes.  In- 
**  ftead  of  confuming  your  precious  time  in  fcandal- 
*'  ous  quarrels,  dread  to  afford  a  fandion  to  the 
*'  manoeuvres  of  intrigue,  by  giving  currency  to  ab- 
"  furd  reports,  artfully  circulated  to  retard  the  grand 
"  work  of  the  conftitution  j  and  to  put  my  enemies 
"  themfelves  to  a  painful  trial,  let  me  prds  you  to 
**  fulfil  the  true  objeft  of  your  miffion,  by  immedi* 
••  ately  perfefting  tfie  declaration  of  rights,  and  lay- 
*'  ing  the  foundations  of  a  jufl  and  free  govern- 
«  ment." 

This  fpeech  made  fuch  an  impreifion  on  the  con- 
vehtion,  that  they  were  difpofed  to  have  terminated 
the  •  difcuffion,  by  paffmg  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
'  when  Vergniaud  faid : 

**  If  there  is  a  misfortune  attached  to  the  fituation 
•^  of  reprefentative  of  the  people,  by  which  I  am 
^^  peculiarly  a^£ted,  it  is  that  of  being  obliged  to 
*'  afcend  this  tribune  after  a  man  ftill  obnoxious  to 
**  decrees  of  arreft,  which  he  has.  not  difcharged." 

This  opening  (hocked  the  friends  of  Marat :  **  Do 

"  you  mean  the  decrees  of  the  Chatelet  ?*'   inquired 

Chabot^     **  Or  thofe  with  which  he  was  honored  for 

.  *«  having  overthrown  la  Fayette  ?*'    added  Talliexu 

Verginaud  continued : 

^'  It  is  that  of  taking:  the  }4ace  of  a  man,  againft 
"  whom  a  decree  of  accufation  has  been  obtained, 
^'  and  who  has  lifted  his  audacious  head  above  the 
♦*  laws  J  in  a  word,  ^  man  dripping  with  calumny, 
*'  gall,  and  blood/*  After  fome  confufion,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  difapprobation  of  the^eries,  Vergni* 

aud 
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aud  denounced  ah  addrefs,  figned  by  tlie  committee 
of  infpe^on  of  Paris,  which  had  been  previoufly 
denounced  to  the  legiflative  aflembly.  As  this  addrefs 
contained  nothing  but  the  exprejjton  of  the  moji  ener-- 
getic  fentiments  'of  liberty^  terminated  by  an  invitation 
to  the  departments^  to  unite  with  the  Parijians  to  repel 
the  enemies  who  threatened  the  capital j  the  orator  com- 
mented  on  it  in  vain  ;  the  only  fenfation  produced^  was 
that  of  ajionifhment  at  hearing  it  denounced  ". 

Boileau  produced  a  number  of  Marat's  journal, 
which  he  pretended  had  been  publifhed  that  very 

^  I  have  tranflated  this  fentence  from  Robefpierrej  but  to  enable  the 
reader  to  form  a  judgment  of  this  fuppoM  barmltfi  paper,  I  have  added 
it  at  lengthy  as  translated  by  Dr.  Moore.  Journat,  vol.  ii.  p.  40.  See 
alfo  RoIand^s  Appeal,  vol  i.  p.  109. 

"  Brethren  and  friends !  a  hornd  plot,  planned  by  the  court,  to 
<<  murder  all  the  patriots  of  the  French  empire  j  a  plot  in  which  agreat 
"  number  6f  the  national  aiTemhly  were  engaged,  having,  on  the  ninth 
**  of  laft  month,  forced  the  commune  departs  tp  the  cruel  neceffity  of  mak- 
•*  ing  ufe  of  the  power  of  the  people  to  fave  the  nation ;  the  com- 
**  mune  has  pegle6ted  nothing  for  the  fervice  of  the  country. 

**  After  the  ajiprbbation  which  the  national  aiTembly  itfelf  beftowed 
**  on  the  commune,  could  it  have  been  imagined  that  new  plots  Mrere 
*'  proje£king  in  filence,  which  broke  forth  at  the  moment  when  the 
**  national  affembly,  forgetting  that  ihr  had  declared  that  the  rem* 
•*  mune  de  Paris  had  faved  the  country^  haftencd  to  diffylve  that  very 
«•  community,  as  a  recompence  for  all  its  faithful  fervices. 

**  Proud  of  poflTefling  the  full  confidence  of  the  nation,  which  we 
*<  are  refolved  to  deferve  more  and  more;  placed  in  the  centre  of  all 
'<  the  confpiracies,  and  determined  to  perifli  in  defence  of  the  public, 
*<  we  cannot  boaft  of  having  entirely  fulfilled  our  duty,  till  we 
**  fhall  obtain  your  approbation,  which  is  the  object  of  all  our 
*'  wifhes,  and  of  which  we  cannot  he  certain,  till  all  the  departments 
*^  have  fanBioned  our  meafurafir  the  public  fafety .  Profefling  principles  of 
*'  the  molt  perfect  equality,  wiuiing  no  other  privilege,  but  that  of 
•*  prefenting  ourfelves  the  firft  at  the  breach,  we  will  put  ourfelves  on 
**  a  level  with  the  fmalleft  municipality  in  the  nation,  as  Toon  ai  the 
**  dangers  which  now  threaten  the  country  are  pafl. 

**  Informed  that  bands  of  barbarians  are  advancing,*  the  cmmtn^ 
**  de  Paris  haftens  to  acquaint  all  the  departments,  that  part  of  thofe 
*i  furious  confpirators  detained  in  the  prifons  of  Paris  have  been 
*^  put  to  death  by  the  people  \  an  aS  of  jujiici  vfbicbfeemed  indifj^Jable^  u 
**  /rri«/<rfor  into  the  breafts  of  thoCe  legions  of  traitors  hid  w'iihin  her 
**  walls,  at  the  time  when  the  citizens  were  about  to  march' agai nil 
**  the  enemy.  And  no  doubt  the  nation,  after  that  long  fucceflion  of 
**  treaibns  which  have  brought  her  to  the  brink  ^of  ruin,  wiU  bafien  /« 
f^  mdopt  a  meafurefo  ufeful  andnecfjfary  5  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  France 
*'  will  fay  like  the  Parifians :  Let  us  march  againft  the  enemy,  but, 
*'  let  us  not  Imvtbtbind  us  s  bsnd  of  vHkim*  t6  murder  our  wrve*  and  cbiU 
•«  drtu.^  .  '' 

morning. 
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morning,  from  which  he  read  thefc  words :  **  Con. 
"  fidering  the  temper  of  the  majority  of  the  deputies, 
<*  I  defpair  of  the  public  welrare ;  if  in  the  eight 
^^  firft  fittings,  the  fundamental  points  of  the  confti- 
**  tution  be  not  decreed,  fifty  years  of  anarchy  await 
*'  you,  from  which,  you  can  only  be  relieved  by  zp^ 
<*  pointing  a  diftator.**  This  extraft  revived  in  the 
aflembly  all  the  violence  of  its  former  agitations, 
and  there  was  a  general  outcry,  Totheabbaye!  To 
the  gmllotine  /  In  the  midil  of  the  tumult,  Boileau 
moved  for  a  decree  of  accufatiou  againft  the  mon- 
fter. 

Marat,  with  much  difficulty,  obtained  a  hearing, 
and  with  unruffled  compofure  faid:  "  I  intreat 
**  the  affembly  not  to  give  themfelves  up  to  fuch  an 
*^  excefs  of  rage  againft  me,  I  can  eafily  reply  to  the 
*^  new  accufations  of  my  adverfaries.  Tney  have 
**  not  blulhed  to  advance  the  decrees  of  accufation 
**  obtained  againft  me  by  the  courtly  proftitutes  of  the 
**  conftituent  and  legiflative  aflemblies*  "  I  pride  my-? 
♦*  felf  in  them,  as  titles  of  glory.  Lmuft  obferve, 
**  however,  to  thofe  who  know  not  how  to  appreciate 
**  them,  that  they  are  annulled ;  the  people  have  an«f 
•*  nulled  them  in  calling  me  hither  to  defend  their 
**  rights,  and  by  that  judgment  have  ind?^tified  my 
**  caufe  with  their  own. 

^  **  As  for  the  paper  which  has  juft  been  denounced, 
**  and  which  I  am  challenged  to  difavow— Far  from 
**  me  be  fuch  a  difavowal — Never  did  untruth  iffue 
**  from  my  lips  ;  and  to  fear,  my  heart  is  a  ftranger. 
^*  But  I  muft  inform  you,  that  is  not,  as  has  been 
**  advanced,  a  publication  of  to-day;  it  appeared 
*^  ten  days  ago.  I  compofed  it  at  a  time  when  the 
**  national  convention  was  not  yet  formed,  when  I 
**  was  an  indignant  witnefs  of  the  re-eleftion  of  thofe 
"  unfaithfiildeputies,whomIhaddenounced,efpecially 
**  that  fadion  of  theGironde,  by  which  I  am  this 
**  day  perfecuted.  .  But  an  inconteftible  proof  of 
<<  my  Y^iih  to  remain  united  to  you,  and  the  real 
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<«  opinion  I  have  fonncd  of  the  firll  labors  of  A^ 
*«  national  convention,  may  be  found  in  the  firft  num- 
««  ber  of  a  journal,  intitled,  Le  Journal  de  la  Retub^ 
*^  lique^  printed  this  day.  That  will  explam  to  you 
^"^  my  real  fentiments,  much  better  than  the  treache^ 
^«  rous  annotations  which  accompanied  the  reading 
**  you  have  already  heard/' 

The  paper  was  read,  it  reftored  the  favorable 
opinion  of  the  affembly.  Marks  of  an  agreeable 
furprife  and  intereft  fucceed  the  impetuous  fenfations 
by  which  it  had  been  previoufly  agitated.  Marat 
again  afpended  the  tribune. 

«  Permit  me  now,**  faid  he,  «  to  recal  you  to  your- 
*^  felves,  and  to  fix  your  attention  on  the  dangers  of 
^^  prepofTeflion  and  anger.  What  then  !  if  by  the 
"  negligence  of  my  printer,  my  journal  had  not  ap- 
**  peared  to-day,  you  would  have  devoted  me  to 
^Mhc  fword  of  tyranny!  But  no— it  would  not 
**  have  been  in  your  power  to  perpetrate  fuch  an  afl: 
«  of  iniquity.  I  had  in  my  own  poffeffion  the  means 
^*  of  retaining  my  liberty ;  and,  if  you  had  voted  a  . 
**  decree  of  accufation,  this  weapon  fhould  have 
^*  refcued  me  from  the  fury  of  my  perfecutors.*' 
Saying  thefe  words,  he  drew  from  his  pocket  a  piftol, 
and  put  it  to  his  head.  The  convention  paffed  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  on  all  the  denunciations ". 

Marat  was  ftill  diftinguiflied,  by  his  habitual  hatred  H^rad  of  ' 
oreminent  charafters.     When  Dumouriez  enjoyed  ^"™'*- 
the  moft  flattering  partiality  of  his  countrymen,  Marat  "*** 
exhibited  himfelf  as  his  detraftor,  he  ftigmatizedhim 
as  an  ariftocrat,  reproached  him  with  having  con- 
mvjBd  at  the  efcape  of  the  Pruffians  out  of  France ; 
from  finifter  motives,  took  the  part  of  thofe  who 
murdered  the  Pruflian  deferters  at  Rhetal';  moved 
an  accufation  againft  him  in  the  convention,   and  in  j-thami 
the  Jacobin  club  ;  purfued  him  with  infults  and  in.  ^^^  P«- 
juries  into  a  private  company,  wher^he  was  partake 

«  This  narrative  i«  taken  from  Robefpiem  \  fes  Comtnettaits,  voK  i. 
p.  %%  to  9S.  See  alfoMooic'»  Journal,  vol.  ii,  p.  35  to  44.  Deliates. 
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ing  of  an  entertainment ;  and  when  he  fet  out  on  his 
expedition  againit  Flanders,  declared  publicly,  and 
in  print,  that  he  went  only  with  a  view  of  over-run- 
ning  thofe  provinces,  to  make  himfelf  duke  of  &a- 
bant^ 
Perfecittion  His  exertions  a^ainft  the  general  were,  however, 
cfthe  trifling  in  comparifon  to  thofe  he  ufed  againft  the 
*  king  and  queen.  To  increafe  the  miferies  of  their 
fituation,  to  inflame  the  public  refentment  againfl 
them  to  the  higheft  pitch,  and  to  accelerate  a  death 
of  unmerited  ignominy ;  to  thefe  ends  he  bent  all 
his  powers.  In  the  convention,  in  the  clubs,  in  the 
ftreets }  his  fpeeches,  his  journals,  his  placards  were 
replete  with  the  bittereft  inveftives  }  and  moft  fla- 
grant untruths,  againft  thofe  unfortunate  vidims  of 
popular  frenzy  and  delufion.  Every  method  was 
ufed  which  malice  could  fuggeft,  to  prefent  the  de- 
graded monarch  to  the  people  as  an  objed  of  con- 
tempt and  abhorence ;  not  only  his  imputed  crimes, 
butthemisfortuneswhich  the  intriguers  and  infurgents 
had  brought  on  him,  were  equally  held  forth  as  mo- 
tives of  deteftation ;  and  the  injuftice  the  nation  had 
already  committed,  or  connived  at,  in  the  murder 
cf  many  individuds,  whofe  only  crime  was  loyalty, 
was  urged  as  a  reafon  for  their  perfevering  in  the 
fam&  caufe,  and  imbruing  their  hands  in  the  blood 
jtfNoT.  of  the  foverdgn ''•'  His  adivity  on  t;hi8  occafi^n 
excited  popular  refentment ;  his  houfe  was  once  fur- 
rounded  by  a  mob  who  demanded  his  head,  and  at 
another  time,  the  federes  vowed  vengeance  againft 
him,  infomuch,  that  he  pretended  to  be  alarm^  for 
his  fafety,  and,  was  indulged  by  Santerre  with  a  guard 
near  his  place  of  abode  ^ 


•  Life  of  General  Dumouriez,  vol  lii.  p.  s6o.  S90.  Mercure  Fran- 
foUi  No.  du  47  0£lobrei792,  ^  %%^*  %si,  %6%.  Moor^Ts  Journal^ 
vol.  ii.  p.  163  to  170.      See  DUMOURIEZ* 

*  P  Impartial  Hittory,  vol.  ii.  p.  115.  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  ii* 
p.  s8o. 

4  Govd€mfU*s  Epochi.  Moorf*t  Journal  V0K  ii.  p,  34«, 
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»  At  length  his  malignity  was  gratified,  by  the  de- 
cree that  ordered  the  king  to  the  bar  of  the  conven- 
tion, and  ftill  further  by  the  refult  of  his  trial,  \vhich 
he  promoted  with  unabated  rancor ;  combating  every 
argument  tending  to  mercy,  and  overwhelming  with 
abufe  and  mifreprefentation  all  who  oppofed  the 
Canguinary  meafure  he  was  refolved  to  carry.  It  was 
obferved,  that,  on  the  day  of  the  king's  appearance 
at  the  bar  of  the  convention,  his  face,  for  the  firtt 
time,  wore  the  fmile  of  fatisfaftion ;  and^  as  an 
equally  extraordinary  phaenomenon,  that  he  was 
drefled  in  a  new  fuit  of  clothes.  He  moved,  that 
the  crime  of  foreftalling  grain  and  money,  of  af-  loth  Dec. 
laffinations  under  pretence  of  law,  and  many  other 
charges,  fhould  be  added  to  the  king's  accufation. 
Yet  it  may  ferve  to  prove  the  inconfiftency  of  his 
charaa:er,that,  thc^nextday,  he  moved  that  all  charges  mh. 
alluding  to  crimes  committed  before  his  acceptance 
of  the  conftitution,  {hou\d  be  omitted  in  his  aO:  of 
accufation,  which  was  over-ruled  by  his  colleagues '.   , 

This  afl:  of  juftice  in  him  was   merely  fortuitous  ; 
be  foon  refumed  his  wonted  ferocity ;  on  the  queftion 
of  punifhment,  he  voted  for  death,  with  execution  istfa  Jan. 
of  the  fentence  within  four-and-twenty  hours;  and  "793- 
on  the  queftion   of  refpite,  he  repeated  the, fame  « 9th Jan/ 
opinions,  which  he  accompanied  with  the  moft  cla- 
morous abufe  of  thofe  who  oppofed  them '. 

While  this  trial  was  depending,  he  flood  candidate  Candidate 
for  the  office  of  mayor  of  Paris,  vacant  by  the  re-^  ma'yoraltr* 
fignation  of  Petion,  but  he  obtained  only  forty-one 
fuffrages'.  He  had  been  denounced  by  Claviere, 
fer  having,  as  member  of  the  committee  of  infpeci 
tion,  refufed  to  give  any  account  of  the  effeSs, 
jewels,  gold,  affignats,  and  papers,  found  at  the 
houfe  of  the  treafurer  of  the  civil  lift.  A  decree 
tRES  made  that  they  fhould  be  tranfmitted  to  the  na^ 

J  9  Debates.  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  il.  p.  507.  £09.  et  paflim. 
•  Moore's  Journaj^vol.  it.  p. -1597.  Debates.    . 
<  Mcrotuv  Frai)(oifly  No.  du  %  Norembie  1792,  p.  4s. 
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Honorad    tiOHal  treafuty  withm  fbur-and-twenty  hours.    Ma- 
iLoW      "^^*  accompanied  by  Robefpierre,  went  to  the  Ja- 
«••  cobui  club,  where  he  was  received  with  acclamation 
and  enthufiafm.     He  was  honored  with  the  title 
of  magnanimous ;  and  his  profound  fiigacity  in  re- 
commending fuch  numerous  decollations  was  highly 
applauded.     Great  complaints  were  made  of  the 
incivifm  and  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the  minifters,*  and 
he  refolved  to  feek  for  refuge  in   his  /outerrain* 
Here  he  remained  but  three  days,  though  he  con- 
tinued for  a  much  longer  time  to  date  his  papers 
from  thence.     He  did  not  in  them  affume  a  ftyle 
of  greater  moderation,  but  ftill  continued  to  advife 
the  cutting  oflF  of  heads,  the  partition  of  property, 
and  the  plunder  of  the  wealthy  \ 
Hif  via-        In  the  conteft  between  his  party  and  the  Brif- 
'*""..,.  fotines  he  was  fignally  ferviceable ;  for  though  the 

aninft  the  j.r      n.  -^   j    i_      !.•  •      ^l  • 

Briflbt-  difguft  excited  by  his  appearance  m  the  convention 
ines.  was  fuch  that  even  his  known  intimates  appeared 
afham^d  to  affociate  with  him,  though  Danton  pro- 
feffed  to  diflike,  and  Robefpierre  denied  having 
much  connexion  with  him,  yet  his  intrepidity  in 
all  matters  where  nothing  was  to  be  apprehended 
but  ihame,  and  his  facility  in  inciting  infurreftion 
and  intriguing  with  the  mob,  rendered  him  a  necef- 
lary  affociate  in  their  projefts.  The  Briffotines, 
who  had  felt  the  effedts  of  his  malice,  were  anxious 
to  procure  his  expuliion  from  the  aflembly,  or  his[ 
execution,  but  he  had  taken  too  firm  root  in  the 
favour  of  the  populace  to  fear  the  refult  of  their  ex- 
ertions. Briflbt  now  wrote,  and  Vergniaud  and 
Louvet  declaimed,  in  vain ;  they  liad  it  in  their 
power  to  have  cruflied  him  during  the  firft  admini- 
itration  of  Roland,  but  his  libels  on  the  court  were 
then  too  ferviceable ;  they  foftered  the  ferpent  to 
fting  the  royal  family,  and  were  afterwards  them* 

t  Mercure.  Fran^oisy  du  lo  Novembre  179*9  p.  96.  110^  iii,    Ihg 
tj  NoYcmbre»  p.  194*    Moore*s  Journal,  ?oi.  it.  p.  397. 
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ielves  deimedly  vi&ims  to  his  venom.  Reftram^d 
by  no  impulfe  of  fhame  or  fenfe  of  truth,  he  re- 
turned  their  farcafms  with  grofs  abufe,  their  accu-* 
fations  with  recrimination,  calling  them  royaiifts, 
ariftocrats,  mufcadins^  and  heaping  on  them  every 
charge  which  was  likely  to  inflame  the  public  mind: 
he  alfo  accufed  them,  and  not  without  truth,  of  being 
acceflaries  by  their  connivance  to  the  ads  of  the  2d 
-of  September.  The  oppofition  made  by  that  incon* 
fiftent  fadion  to  the  progrefs  of  the  king's  trial, 
afforded  him  a  ftill  greater  opportunity  of  reprefeut* 
ing  them  to  the  public  as  royalifls ;  and  the  refute 
of  that  tranfaclion  rendered  their  deftru6tion  eafy* 
From  the  period  of  the  king's  execution,  Marat  was 
affeftedly  held  forth  by  his  partifans  as  a  teft  in  re- 
volutionary opinions;  thofe  who  did  not  think  exa£lly 
as  he  did  were  reckoned  counter-revolutionifts.  His 
afcendancy  was  fo  great,  that  the  convention  was 
often  obliged  to  fufpend  all  other  deliberations  to 
attend  to  his  egotifms,  whims,  and  impertinences, 
hi  vain  were  decrees  made  againft  him,  he  violated 
them  the  moment  they  were  formed,  fecure  of  im- 
punity from  the  influence  of  the  mob  over  the  en- 
flaved  and  cowardly  legiflature ". 

His    rancor   againft   Dumourlez,    which     had  Rancor 
known  no  intermiffion,  led  him  to  depreciate  all  his  Jf  *^^, 
fuccefles,  and  conftantly  point  him  out  as  a  traitor  riei • 
to  the  country.    The  famous  battle  of  Jemappe  he 
treated  as  a  treacherous  exertion  of  the  general  to 
occafion  a  wanton  facrifice  of  the  Parifian  recruits  \ 
He  prophefied  that  he  would  defert  like  la  Fayette ; 
and  to  exafperate  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  af« 
ferted  that  his  aides-de-camp  wallowed  in  gold  and 

^  SeeRo]and*s  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  5.  119.  PcItier^s  late  Pi6kire^ 
vol.  ii.  p.  2^  J.  49 J.  Mercure  Fran9ois,  No.  du  19  Septembre  179s. 
Moore's  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  455,  vol,  ii.  p.  »34,  ajj,  Young^s  Ex- 
ample of  Prence,  p.  iS. 

'  Mercure  Francois,  No.  du  17  Nov.  S79«,  Moore*s  Jouroalf 
T.al.  ii«  p.  4»|« 
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filyer»  and  made  ufe  of  afS^ts  of  fifty  livres 
(2/.  jx.  9^.)  to  light  their  pipes  ^.  The  accoiri. 
plifhment  of  this  prediction,  though  produced  in  a 
great  degree  by  the  treachery  of  the  Mountain,  and 
by  his  own  calumnies,  raifed  him  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Pariiians,  and  inflamed  his  vanity  to  the  highefl: 
pitch. 
Conteft  He  took  advantage  of  this  drcumftance  to  re- 

SiObu*     double  his  attacks  on  the  oppofmg  feftiori;  he 
■KK         charged  them  with  being  accomplices  of  the  general, 
and,  as  prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club,  figned  an  ad- 
drefs  exhorting  the  popular  fodeties  to  unite,  and 
by  reiterated  petitions  compel  the  convention  to 
expel  thofe  unfaithful  abettors  of  Dumouriez,  who 
betrayed  their  truft,  and  did  not  vote  for  the  death 
««ih  Feb.  of  the  tyrant,    ftevious  to  this  period,  Salles  had 
*?^5*        denounced  him  for  publifliing  an  inflammatory  jour- 
nal, inviting  the  people  to  murder  and  pillage  ;  but, 
as  Marat  was  fupported  by  the  galleries,  this  had  no 
other  eflPea  than  to  throw  the  convention  into  one 
of  thofe  convulfions  which  then  generally  termi- 
nated thdr  debates.    They  alfo  procured  an  addrefs 
from  the  popular  fodeties  at  Amiens,  requiring, 
amongft  other  things,  a  decree  of  accufation  againft 
him  ;  but  the  convention  paflfed  to  the  order  of  the 
day '.     In  return,  he  accufed  the  Briflbtines  of  hav- 
ing abetted  the  pillage  of  the^  (hops  which  took 
place  in  February,  and  of  the  confpiracy  of  the  loth 
of  March  \     But  thefe  were  only  prdudes  to  a 
^  April    more  daring  attack :  he  ventured  to  denounce  three 
******      hundred  deputies,  as  confpirators  devoted  to  Briflfot 
and  his  coadjutors ;  but  this  attempt  failed  of  fuc- 
cefs.    He  foon  however  returned  to  the  charge,  and 
pointedly  accufed  the  firiflfotines  of  being  accom- 
plices with  Dumouriez ;  but  this  denundation  had 

r  Life  of  Dumouriczj  vol.  iii.  p.  389.  404-    Louvet*«  Narrttivca 
p.  so. 
2  Debates.  *  Biiflbt  a  fes  Commettai^ii  p«  31, 
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fad  bther  cffeft  than  to  create  a  confufioh  fo  riolettt 
that  the  preiident  was  obliged  to  put  on  hi&  hat. 
The  adverfe  party  difplayed  an  unexpe6);ed  courage 
and  unanimity;  fwords  were  drawn  on  each  fide, 
and  thefe  foi-dijant  Romans,  this  afferably  of  philo- 
fophers,  thirfting  for  blood  and  inflamed  with  mu- 
tual hatred,   were  more  like  the  contending  gla- 
diators of  the  amphitheatre  than-  the  philofophical 
difputants  of  the  portic6.     The  prefident  fucceeded 
in  preventing  mutual  carnage,  and  thus  the  affair  ter- 
minated for  the  prefent  **•    In  the  evening  fitting,  Denounccji 
Gaudet,  by  way  of  revenge,  moved  for  a  decree  of  di,^*"" 
accnfation  againft  Marat,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of 
his  having,  as  prefident  of  the  Jacobins,  figned  the 
addrefs  above  mentioned  ;   to  which  he  alleged  he 
had  put  his  name  merely  as  prefident,  without  know* 
ing  or  confidering  the  contents ;  but,  with  his  ac^ 
cimom^d  audacity,  defended  and  juftified  them» 
After  a  debate  of  two-and-twenty  hours,  a  Aecttt  of 
accufation  was  pafled  againft  him  by  a  very  large 
majority,  and  he  was  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the 
Abbaye.     This  tranladtion  proves,  that  when  adive 
and  united,  the  Girondifts  could  ftill  command  a 
majority  in  the  convention,  on  fome  occafions  at 
leaftj  but  their  weaknefs,  treachery,  jeabufy,  and 
timidity  had  occafioned  them  to  lofe  fo  many  ad- 
vantages oitt  of  doors,  all  of  which  their  more  adive 
opponents  hadfecured, that  a  fingle  exertion  produced 
no  other  TOod  than  a  temporary  prolongation  of  a 
ftruggle,  tne  event  of  which  might  eafily  be  forefcen^ 
Marat  at  firft  declared  that  the  decree  againft  him 
was  only  obtained  to  excite  commotion^  and  that 
he  Would  brave  the  fury  of  his  enemies  ;  but  having  Efcapet 
efcaped  by  the  connivance  of  his  jailor  from  confine^  ^'^•n»  «««- 
ment,  he  again  repaired  to  his  vault,  where  he  re*   "*"^^ 
mained  carefully  concealed,  though  he  continued  to 
write  and  publiih  with  unabated  rancour  and  au- 

^  Debatcf,    New  Aniraal  Rcgiftcr  for  i793»  p.  175. 
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daclty  ^.     He  had  little  to  fear  from  a  trial  before 
the  revolutionary   tribunal,   the  jurors  of  which 
were  ail  appointed  by  himfelf,  an  exertion  of  power 
which  the  timid  right  fide  had  permitted  him  to 
ufurp,  after  a  jury  had  been  afcertained  by  ballot". 
His  perfonal  timidity,  however,  was  fuch,  that  it  rc- 
<][tiired  all  the  influence  of  Robefpierre,  who  had  de- 
fended him  in  the  convention,  to  induce  him  to 
come  forward,  and  (land  his  trial*,  even  though 
-Rouffillon,  one  of  the  jurors,  had  faid  to  his  friends 
Tartiaiiiy*  ^  the   Cordcliers  club ;    **  Fear  nothing  for  his 
of  the        **  life.     They  talk  of  arrefting  him ;  I  invite  you 
i^'T*         **  to  ftab  the  firft  man  who  dares  lay  his  facril^ous 

*•  h^nds  on  the  friend  of  the  people^.** 

a  3d  Apr.    ^    At  length,  having  himfdf  fixed  a  day  for  his 

Surrenders  trial,  Marat,  the  day  before,  furrendered  himfelf  to 

*"  *  *     the  keeper  of  the  Conciergerie.    He  was  attended  to 

the  tribunal  by  a  great  concourfe  of  his  adherents, 

and  appeared  rather  as  a  judge  than  a  criminal. 

«4th.     On  entering  the  hall,  he  thus  addrefled  the  bench : 

His  ac-      «(  Citizens  j  you  do  not  fee  before  you  axujprit,  bu^ 

^*""*  •      4fi  ^e  apoftl6  and  martyr  of  liberty  ;  the  decree  of 

**  accufation  agauift  me  has  beea  obtained  by  a 

«*  group  of  faftious  intriguers."     This  iafuk  on  the 

legiflature  was  received  with  general  eppUufe.    His 

interrogatory  was  flight,  and  his  anfwers  heard  by 

the  enraptured  mob  with  all  die  refpeft  and  ap- 

31ft  May,  plaufe  due  to  oracles.     His  acquittal  was  pronounced 

without  hefitation,  and  the  hall  refoundied  with  ap- 

plaufes.  Marat,  ftanding  on  a  table,  faid,  ^^  Citizens^ 

•*  judges,  and  jurors,  the  fate  of  traitors  againil  the 

*'  nation  is  in  your  hands :  proted:  the  h^AOcent, 

^^  puniih    the    guilty,    and    the  country  wiU  be 

\:  «  faved." 

«  Crimes  6t  Marat,  p.  t  j. 
^  Louvet's  Narrative,  p.  41  • 

«  Etat  de  la  France,  par  Montgaillard^  p.  13.  66,     O'Mncs  de 
Marat,  p.  15, 
f  JSrlflbt  a  fes  Commettansi  p,  45.  n. 
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A  ludicrous  fcene  and  grotefque  proceffion  fuc-Heitcir. 
ceeded.  The  mob,  intoxicated  with  joy  and  en- [j?*J"j^ 
thufiafm,  ruihed  towards  Marat,  and  covering  his  ."  "**^  * 
brow  with  crowns  and  branches  of  oak  which  they 
had  already  prepared,  carried  him  to  the  grand  flair- 
cafe  of  the  Palais^  where  an  orator  commanded  the 
audience  to  pay  homage  to  the  friend  of  the  people 
fo  unjuftly  accufed.  The  air  was  rent  with  cries  of 
Vive  Marat !  vive  Fami  du  peuple !  and  the  pro^^ 
ceflion  moved  towards  the  hall  of  the  convention^ 
forcing  every  one  they  met  to  pull  of  their  hats,  and 
join  in  the  cry  of  Vive  Marat !  The  objedt  of  thefe 
acclamations,  a  little,  deformed,  creature,  meanly 
drefTed,  fat  in  ridiculous  (late,  almoft  hid  with  civic 
crowns  and  oak  boughs,  affeding  with  burlefque 
gravity  a  triumphant  air,  and  repaying  the  popular 
£inaticifm  with  no4s,  fmiles,  and  looks  of  pro- 
tection. 

Thus  efcorted,  he  entered  the  hall  of  the  conveiir  Addrefsta 
rion,  having  fir  ft  modeftly  taken  off  his  civic  crowns  j  ^*»«  ^on- 
wbich  he  carried  in  his  hand*  He  afcepded  the 
tribune  and  faid :  ^^  Legiflators  of  the  French  nation : 
^^  I  fN'e&nt  to  you,  at  this  moment,  a  citizen  who 
**  has  been  inculpated,  but  is  now. completely  juf- 
"  ti/ieds  he  offers  you  an  upright  heart;  he  will 
**  continue  to  defend,  with  all  the  en^gy  he  pof« 
**  fefles,  the  rights  of  man^  liberty,  and  the  privi* 
««  leges  of  the  people-"  This  harangue  was  received 
with  unbounded  applaufe  by  the  mob*  Marat  was 
abput  to  quit  the  tribune,  but  the  people  required 
him  to  (lay  till  the  president  fhould  have  anfwered 
his  addrefs.  The  prefident  faid :  ^*  It  is  not  cuf* 
<^  tomary  to  anfwer  the  addrefles  of  citizens,  unlefs 
**  they  prefent  petitions,  now  Marat  certainly  does 
**  not  appear  as  a  petitioner.'*  Danton,  however, 
proclaimed  this  one  of  the  beautiful  days  of  the  French 
revolution.  Oifelin  moved  that  the  judgment  of  the 
revolutionary  tribunal  fhould  be  mferted  in  the 
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bulletin-      The  conrention^  globing  ^  its  klfig- 
nificance,  applauded  and  confented'. 
iiftMay.      It  now  became  obvious,  that  one  party  muft 
of  ?hi^^"  triumph  by   the  deftruftion  of  the  other,    many 
BriiTo-      tumultuous  debates,   and  even  manual  ikirmifhes 
^*««»-        took  place  in  the  interval  between  the  time  of  Marat's 
refuming  his  feat  and  the  31ft  of  May,  a  day  which 
decided  the  conteft,  and  which,  by  his  influence  in 
the  clubs  and  in  the  central  committees,  he  greatly 
forwarded ;  and  it  muft  be  obferved,  that,  of  his 
own  authority,  he  made  feveral  alterations  in  the 
lift  of  perfons  profcribed,  ftriking  out  forae,  and  in* 
ferting  others,  without  confulting  the  petitioners  or 
the  convention*. 
Marat's         This  triumph  over  the  Briflbtines,  confirmed  by 
arrogaocc.  ^^  fubfequent  arreftation  of  feventy  members  at- 
tached to  the  fame  party,  rendered  the  afcendancy 
of  the  Mountain  uncontrollable.      Marat  was  treated 
with  more  honour  and  refpeft  than  any  individual 
fmce  the  revolution,  and  exerted  a  fway  in  the  con* 
vention  and  the  clubs  more  abfolute  than  was  ever 
beiFore  known  in  bodies  ftyled  deliberative.      In 
faA,  they  fubmitted  to  all  his  whims  and  caprices, 
and  feemed  to  derive  to  themfelves  honor  from  their 
3d  June,    fubmiflion.     The  day  after  the  arreft  of  the  adverfe 
deputies,  he  announced  a  refolution  not  to  deliver 
any  opinion  in  the  aflembly  till  they  fhould  have  been 
S7tb  June,  brought  to  trial,  but  as  that  could  not  be  imme- 
diately done,  he  foon  retrafted  the  determination'. 
His  extravagances  were  more  bearable  from  the 
obvious  certainty  that  the  wretch  was  haftening  to 
Hit  ill      his  grave,  and  that  nothing  could  fave  him.     His 
health,      confutation  had  never  been  good,  and  at  this  period, 

t  Crimes  de  Marat,  p.  17.  BrifTot  a  fet  Commettansy  p.  4j» 
Louvet's  Narrative,  p.  43,     Pages,  r.  ii.  p.  74. 

k  Loovet's  Narratiyci  p.  44.  Impartial  Hiftoiy»  vol.  ii.  p«  301. 
Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  80. 
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lie  was  eat  up  with  a  leprous  complaint ;  which 
adding  its  ravages  to  his  natural  deformity,  and 
I^abitual  filthinefs,  rendered  him  an  objeft  truly  dif- 
gufting  to  look  at,  and  fometimes  obliged  him  to  a 
retirement  from  bufmefs,  during  which  he  ufed  the 
bath,  and  other  medical  prefcriptions.  On  the 
fymptoms  which  attended  his  diforder  a  fufpicion 
has  been  founded,  that  a  flow  poifon  had  been  ad- 
niiniftered  tq  him  by  Robefpierre ;  it  is  even  averred 
that  he  was  confcious  of  the  treachery  of  his  col- 
league, who  thus  attempted  to  cut  him  off  at  the 
height  of  his  popularity,  that  he,  fucceeding  him  in  , 

the  public  opinion,  might  make  ufe  of  it  to  further 
his  projects  of  vengeance  and  ambition''.  I  do  not, 
however,  confider  this  fuggeftion  well-founded,  but 
rather  one  of  thofe  calumnies  which  th^  refentment 
of  all  parties  has  been  willing  to  add  tb  the  real 
crimes  of  Robefpierre. 

His  days  were  not  terminated  by  difeafe  or  poifon ;  '*»'»  July 
the  man  of  blood  ended  his  life  in  blood.  During  Hig^dcith. 
one  of  the  recefles  from  public  affairs  to  which 
difeafe  compelled  him,  a  young  woman  called  at  his 
lodging  on  fome  pretended  bufinefs.  She  was  ad- 
mitted juft  as  he  was  coming  out  of  the  bath.  After 
Ibme  previous  converfation  fte  introduced  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  profcribed  deputies,  and  is  faid  to  have 
pleaded  for  mercy.  Marat,  with  his  accuftomed 
ferocity,  anfwered  that  all  the  promoters  of  infur- 
redtion  in  the  departments  were  doomed  to  death. 
**  Then  you  ^  fhali  precede  them,"  (he  exclaimed, 
^nd  drawmg  a  knife  ftabbed  him  in  the  bread  i  he 
flaggered,  tell,  and  expired'. 

The 

k  Etat  de  la  France,  par  Montgaillard,  p.  13.  66, 
I  Marie  Anne  f^ia^ire  ChaRJLOTTE  CORDE'or  CORDAY,  the  woman 
who  ptfrformed  this  reniaikable  aflaflinationy  was  a  native  of  Saint 
Saturnin  det  Lienecets.  b he  was  the  daughter  of  a  gentleman  in 
eafy  circumftancet,  and  -had  inflimed  her  mind  by  ftudy  and  medi« 
tation  to  the  comoiiflloa  of  an  a£V,  which  (he  thought  would  be  bene- 
6ci«l  to  her  country.    But  her  a£lion  cannot  be  afcribed  to  patriotifm 
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Confe-  The  death  of  Marat  was  of  great  fervicc  to  his 

J!**'""*  °^  party,  and  the  period  at  which  it  took  place  fingu- 

*  larly  fortunate;  it  afforded  the  chiefs  of  his  fiatdiou 


alone ;  it  is  not  improbable  that  flic  was  influenced  bv  love  for  Bar* 
baroux,  whom  flie  had  long  known,  and  whofe  Kfe  flse  imagined  to 
be  at  Marat's  difpofal.  White  the  profcribed  deputies  were  at  Caenf 
(he  frequently  came,  attended  by  a  fervant,  to  the  town-hali,  and 
inquired  for  Barbaroux,  to  whom  flie  pretended  (bme  bofinefs,  but 
always  converfed  with  him  in  prefence  of  her  domeftic.  She  was  ap- 
prehended immediately  on  the  perpetration  of  her  extraordinary  at- 
tempt, and  fent  firft  to  the  Abbaye»  and  afterwards  to  the  Concier- 
ptr'it.  She  was  put  op  her  trial  the  17th,  and  avowed  the  faft  and  all 
die  circumftances,  alledging  as  a  juOtiication,  that  flie  con fidered Marat 
a  criminal  already  convi^ed  by  the  public  opinion,  and  that  fiie  had 
a  right  to  put  him  to  death.  She  added,  that  i)is  did  not  expeft  to 
have  been  brought  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  but  to  have  been 
delivered  up  to  the  rage  of  the  populace,  torn  to  pieces,  and  that  her 
head  fixed  on  a  pike  would  have  been  borne  before  Marat  on  his  ftate 
bed  and  (erve  as  a  rallying  point  to  Frenchmen,  if  any  ftill  cxifted 
yrorthy  of  that  name.  Her  anfwers  to  the  various  interrogatories  were 
brief^  pointed,  diftinguiflied  by  good  fenfe,  and  fometimes  by  wit. 
Her  advocate,  precluded  by  her  confeflion  from  making  any  defence  at 
to  the  fa^s,  delivered  a  fpeech  in  her  favour,  in  which  he  infifted,  that 
her  unriiflled  calmnefs  and  fupernatural  felf-denial  rouft  be  occa- 
iioncd  orly  by  that  fermentation  of  political  fanaticifm,  which  alfo 
armtd  her  hand  with  the  dagger,  and  that  it  was  for  them  to  confider 
what  weight  that  moral  confideration  fliould  have  in  the  fcale  of 
juftice.  She  was  found  guilty,  and  executed  the  fame  day.  When 
ientence  was  pronounced  on  her  flie  thanked  her  counfel  for  the  man. 
ner  in  which  he  had  pleaded  her  caufe,  which  (he  faid  was  delicate 
and  generous.  She  dcfired  a  friend  to  pay  the  debts  (he  had  contra^ed 
while  in  prifon,  and  requefted  of  the  judges,  that  three  letters  which 
flie  had  in  her  hand,  two  to  Barbaroux,  ana  one  to  her  father,  might 
be  delivered.  In  her  way  to  the  place  of  execution,  flie  difplayed  a 
iirmncfs  and  tranquillity  which  charmed  many  of  the  fpeflators,  and 
even  awed  into  filence  thofe  perfons  called  revolutionary  women,  or 
furies  of  the  guillotine,  who  in  general  purfued  the  vidim  to  death 
with  execrations  and  reproaches.  She  Aibmitted  to  her  fate  with  the 
fame  compofure  which  marked  her  preceding  conduct.  She  isdeftribed 
by  Louvet,  who  faw  her  at  Caen,  to  have  been  ftout,  well  made,  with 
an  open  air,  and  modeft  behaviour ;  her  face  that  of  a  fine,  and  pretty 
woman  combined.  The  circumftancet  which  attended  this  extiaor- 
jtlinary  a£)ion,  the  privacy  with  whjch  it  was  concerted,  the  refolution 
with  which  it  was  executed^  the  opennefs  of  confe^Tion,  the  contempt 
of  punifliment,  and,  above  all,  the  execi able  chara<5ler  of  the  wretch 
iwho  was  the  obje^'l  of  it,  have  taken  ofFfo  much  of  the  horror  gene* 
rally  felt  at  an  aiVof  aflfa^ination,  that  the  name  of  Charlotte  Corday 
is  generally  pronounced  with  refpt^  and  a  great  degree  of  admiration. 
Her  Letters  (or  rather  her  Letter  and  Continuation}  to  Barbaroux, 
arc  given  in  the  Appendi^i  No.  y. 
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a  frefli  topic  of  declamatioa  againft*  the  fugitives, 
to  whom,  with  feme  appearance  of  probability,  they 
attributed  the  formation  of  the  plot;  it  enabled 
them  to  accelerate  the  trial  of  thofe  who  were  in 
their  hands,  and  to  involve  many  innocent  perfons 
in  pretended  confpiracies ";  and  it  delivered  them 
from  a  malignant  wretch,  no  longer  ufeful  to  their 
defigns. 

The  day  after  Marat's  death,  the  whole  city  of  ProceeJ- 
Paris  was  in  extreme  agitation.  Before  the  con-  '"S«  >«  ^ 
vention  had  commenced  its  fittings,  the  door  of  the  tion. 
hall  was  befieged  by  petitioners,  who  came  from  the 
feftions  to  deplore  the  friend  of  the  people ,  and  in- 
voke vehgeance  on  his  affaffins.  One  of  the  peti- 
tioners expreffed  himfelf  in  thefe  words  :  "  Repre- 
"  fentatives,  the  paffage  from  life  to  death  is  but  a 
*^  moment — ^Marat  is  no  more  !  O  crime !  the  hand 
"  of  a  parridde  has  fnatched  from  us  the  mod 
*^  intrepid  defender  of  the  people — ^Marat  is  no 
**  more !  hef  conftantly  facrificed  himfelf  to  the 
"  public  liberty,  and  that  was  his  offence — Our 
"  eyes  ftill  feek  him  in  the  midft  of  you — O  difmal  * 
"  fight!  he  IS  on  the  bed  of  death — Where  art 
"  thou,  David  ?  Thou  didft  preferve  for  pofterity  , 
"  the  image  of  Lepelletier  dying  for  his  country ; 
*'  thou  hjfi:  now  another  fubjeft  to  employ  thy 
"  pencil.  And  you,  legiflators,  decree  a  law 
^*  founded  on  the  circumftance ;  the  mod  horribfc 
"  torments  are  infufficient  to  avenge  the  nation  for 
**  fo  enormous  a  crime ;  annihilate  for  ever  both 
"  villany  and  crimes  ;  inftruft  hireling  affaffins  in  the 
"  value  of  life,  and,  inftead  of  cutting  them  off  in  a 
"  moment,  let  the  dread  of  torture  difarm  thofe 
"  parricides  who  threaten  the  lives  of  the  people's 
"  reprefentatives."— No  decree  followed  this  fan- 
guinary  petition.  The  attention  of  the  legiflaturc 
was  immediately  engaged  by  Chabot,  who  related 

^  See  App^l  a  Tlmpartial  Poileritd,  vol.  ii.  p.  7s. 
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confiderable  applaufe ;  but  a  memba*  of  the  cfub 
found  caufe  for  cenfure.  **  We  muft  hear  no  more 
•*  of  this  Jefus,"  he  faid,  **  it  is  all  nonfenfc ;  rc- 
**  publicans  own  no  God  but  Philofophy  and  Li- 
•*  berty/'  The  fpeech  was  not  fpoken,  but  the 
ceremony  took  place.  The  urn  containing  the  heart 
was  hung  up  with  great  pomp  in  the  dome  of  the 
hall  of  the  Cordeliers.  Robefpierre,  and  the  prin- 
cipal members  of  the  Mountain  attended,  the 
whole  audience  were  decorated  with  red  caps, 
and  every  aft  denoted  extravagance  and  enthufiafm  \ 
Forty-eight  feafts  were  given  in  honor  of 
«5tliNov.  him^.     It  was  decreed  that  the  buft  of  Mirabeau 

Ji^publiil!  ^^^^^  ^  ?"^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  Pantheon  to  make 
*  room  for  his  ',  and  images  of  him  were  diftributed 
all  over  France'.  One  of  the  feftions  of  Paris 
affumed  his  name ;  which  was  alfo  given  to  Havre 
de  Grace,  to  Port  Dauphin  in  Madagafcar,  and  to 
the  ifle  of  Bouen.  His  name  was  alfo  applied  to 
one  of  the  companies  of  the  revolutionary  army,'  to 
a  ihip  of  the  line,  and  aflumed  by  many  individuals 
in  revolutionary  committees  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  ^  David  made  a  pifture  on  the  fubjeft  of 
his  death,  and  in  pronouncing  his  eulogium,  men- 
tioned his  acquaintance  with  Marat  as  a  confolation 
for  having  come  into  the  world  too  late  to'  be  per- 
fonally  known  to  Cato,    Ariftides,   Socrates,    and 

Robe-       niany  other  illuftrious  ancients  ". 

f^>^erre  fuf-      Though  thcfc  teftimonies  of  refpeft  were  fanftioned 

pcftcd.      and  promoted  by  Robefpierre;  though  he  placed 

ccflive  abfurdity,  is  not  without  its  ufe.  It  fcn'e$  to  Ihcw  how  cafily 
the  rue^neft  of  mankind  can  attain  a  degree  of  impiety  Co  abandoned 
f)6  to  wreft  the  laurel  from  the  whole  race  of  modern  free-thinkers  j 
and  it  demonftrates  the  judice  of  restraining  attacks  on  the  fcripturct 
which  would  elfe  be  equally  degraded  by  the  ferocity  of  atheifin,  and 
the  folly  of  fanaticifni. 

P  Crimes  de  Marat,  p.  83.  et  feq. 

q  Etat  de  la  France,  par  Montgaillard,  p.  70. 

'  Pages,  vol.i.  p.  388.     Journals. 

•  Etat  de  la  France,  p.  70. 

«  Pages,  vol.ii.  p.  60.  Etat  de  la  France,  p.  78*  Tench's  Corre- 
fpondence,  &c.  &c. 

^  Mif»  Willianu's  ^Letters  in  1794,  vol.  ii.  p.  74. 

the 
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the  bufl:  of  Marat  on  the  altar  of  the  Supreme  Being  '; 
yet  be  has  not  efcaped  the  fufpicionof  having  been  the 
enemy  of  his  fame,  and  the  improbable  accufation 
of  having  procured  Charlotte  Corday  to  accelerate 
his  deaths  After  the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  the 
Jacobins  fuggefted  that  jealoufy  had  prevented  the 
canonization  of  Marat;  and  there  was  not  fenfe  of 
virtue  in  the  convention  fuiEcient  to  prevent  the^ 
difgraceful  ceremony.  It  was  the  cuftom  to  intro- 
duce a  buft  of  him  on  the  theatre  to  receive  the 
applaufes  of  the  patriotic  fpeftators.  But  at  length  Marat  falls 
an  end  was  put  to  thefe  abfurdities ;  the  name  of  «««<>  coo- 
the  feSion  was  changed,  his  buft  was  kicked  out  of  ^^"^^^ 
the  Pantheon,  and  by  the  decree  againft  premature 
apotheofes,  forbid  to  be  exhibited  on  the  theatre: 
the  eulogium  of  David  is  only  remembered  with 
contempt,  and  the  fubjeft'of  it  is  no  longer  con* 
templated  but  the  horror  due  to  his  crimes  '. 

Marat  was  in  perfon  very  diminutive ;  his  head  Defcnp- 
difproportionately  large ;  his  complexion  livid  and"ono^h«« 
cadaverous,  and  his  countenance  Angularly  ex-  manners""* 
preffive  of  his  malignant  and  fanguinary  difpofition. 
Dr.  Moore  fays,  that  "  to  a  painter  of  maffacres  it 
"  would  be  ineftimable."  In  his  drefs,  he  affefted 
to  fet  the  ton  in  point  of  dirt  and  Ihabbinefe ;  Chabot 
was  his  rival  in  this  particular,  and  the  club  of  Con 
deliers  their  humble  imitators.  In  his  own  houfe 
he  is  defcribed  to  have  been  feen  in  the  following 
attire :  "  He  had  on  boots,  without  ftockings,  an 
^*  old  pair  of  leather  breeches,  and*  a  white  filk 
"  waiftcoat.  His  dirty  fhirt,  open  at  the  bpfom, 
^*  exhibited  his  Ikin  of  yellow  hue ;  long  dirty  naiU 
"  marked  his  fingers*  ends,  and  his  frightful  vifage 
^  was  perfe£Uy  in  unifon  with  this  ftrange  drefs  *.*' 
-    ^  When 

»  Suiic  de  TEtat  dela  Frtnce,  p.  36.  T  Td'-m,  p.  71. 

»  See  Mifs  WiUiams's  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  iv.  p.  9. 
*  Koland^s  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  171.     The  defciiptiun  of  hrs  perfon, 
irefti  maDnerfi  and  peculiarities,  is  principally  taken  from  the  frag- 
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When  he  went  abroad,  he  wore  a  large,  round  hat 
flouched  over  his  eyes,  fo  as  to  hide  a  great  part  of 
his  face.  He  was  chara£terifed,  next  to  his  ferocity 
and  envy,  by  a  perfeverance  which  did  not  permit 
him  to  fee  or  acknowledge  any  difficulties  in  the 
way  which  led  to  the  execution  of  his  favourite 
projeft  ;  his  vanity,  which  made  hi. a  confider  him- 
felf  all-fufficient,  ftrengthened  iliis  difpofition  I  and 
the  general  exaggeration  of  his  ideas,  in  all  matters 
'  relating  to  himfelf  or  others,  made  him  adopt  modes 
of  aftion  which  no  perfon  but  himfelf  would  have 
devifed,  and  to  which  no  times  but'thofe  in  which 
he  lived  could  have  given  effeft.  As  a  philofopher, 
he  toiled  inceffantly  in  the  repetition  of  philofophical 
experiments,  in  hopes  to  enjoy  the  pleafur^  of 
humbling  the  academy  of  fciences,  and  of  over^ 
jurriing  the  fyftems  of  Newton,  or  the  opinions  of 
Helvetius.  As  an  orator,  he  wanted  every  advan^ 
'  tage ;  he  expreffed  himfelf  with  difficulty,  nis  ideas 
were  confufed,  his  voice  hollow  and  croaking,  his 
words  and  geftures  abrupt  and  unconnected;  yet 
he  exhibited  himfelf  in  every  tribune,  and,  in  fpite  of 
contempt  and  derifion,  would  be  heard :  he  afieded  9 
folemnity  in  his  addrefs,  and  ufed  to  hold  his  head 
as  high  u  poilible,  to  acquire  an  air  of  dignity; 
f:allou&  to  every  appearance  of  diflike  or  difguft,  he 
never  for  a  moment  loft  the  confident  look  of  felf- 
apptobation,  but  retorted  on  his  difTatisfied  hearers 
looks  and  expreffions  pf  menace,  and  contempt.  His 
jtemper  was  fudden  and  violent ;  in  converfation  he 
could  not  bear  the  l^^ft  contradiction,  but  flew 
put  inftantaneouily  into  the  moft  paffionate  ex- 
(;lamatic|i  and  rancorous  abufe.  The  extravagant 
wildnefs  of  his  ideas  will  appear  as  well  from  a 
fadk  related  by  Briflbt,  as  from  the  continual  con- 
fifcations  and  murders  he  afterwards  recommended ; 

mentof  BiifTot  before  alludrd  to  ;  from  the  Conjuration  de  (]*Or]eaiis, 
vol.  ii.  p.  153.  Dr.  Moore's  Journal,  vo).i.  p.  1^5*  Vol.  ii^  p.  i^5> 
397.5  from  ^oland*$  Appeal  j  au4  ^roip  Garaf  a  Memoirs,  p.  88. 

.  In 


U  A  R  At.  6t 

In  order  to  be  cured  of  the  cholic,  he  was  dertrous 
to  have  his  belly  opened,  but  could  not  find  a  fur- 
geon  who  would  undertake  the  operation.  His 
paiSon  fot  praife,  or  rather  for  publicity,  was  vaft 
and  indlfcriminate ;  proyided  his  name  filled  every 
mouth,  he  was  indifferent  whether  it  was  repeated 
with  applaufes  or  execrations;  and  was  jealous  even 
of  his  afibciates,  if  they  afFe^ed  to  furpafs  him  in 
wickednefs.  Marat  was  not  brave,  though  he  was 
irafcible  and  audacious.  During  the  old  govern- 
ment, he  was  afraid  of  the  Bauille ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  new,  under  continual  apprehenfion  of 
perfonal  danger  and  irnprifonment.  Love  of  fame 
was  the  difeafe  of  his  mind ;  avarice  had  no  place  iii 
it.  At  his  death  he  was  poffefled  of  no  more  than 
one  affignat  of  twenty-five  fols  (u.  o|rf.)  ;  madame 
Roland  however  combats  this  faft  by  a  ftatement 
of  the  elegance  of  his  apartments,  one  of  which  (he 
defcribes  as  fumifhed  with  blue  and  white  damaflc, 
and  decorated  with  filk  curtains,  elegantly  drawn 
up  in  feftoons,  a  fplendid  chandelier,  fuperb  China 
yafes,  filled  with  natural  flowers,  then  fcarce,  and 
of  a  high  price  \  The  affertion  of  the  Briflbtine 
writers,  that  he  was  in  the  pay  of  the  combined 
powers "",  is  unfounded.  It  may  be  regarded  as  a 
retaliation  for  the  accufation  of  venality  with  which 
they  were  charged  by  his  partifans ;  for  Marat, 
unfoUcitous  about  money,  too  vain  to  think  that 
an  adequate  price  could  be  fet  on  his  fervices,  and 
an  utter  ftranger  to  the  dilates  of  gratitude,  was 
not  to  be  purchafed ;  nor  would  the  attempt  be 
made  by  any  perfons  whofe  fagacity  was  fuperior  to^ 
or  whofe  fituation  was  not  fo  defperate  as  that  of 
the  deluded  and  abandoned  Orleans. 

*  Roland^s  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  171.  ^ 

^  S6e  Louvet*8  Narrative,  p*»5.  30.  39. 4.5.  53; 
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GABRIEL-HONORE    RIQUETTI 
CoMTE  DE  MIRABEAU. 


A  MO N G  the  manifold  charafters  whom  the  French 
•^  revolution  has  expofed  to  obfervation,  no  one 
has  excited  greater  intereft  or  occafioned  more  fpe- 
culation  than  Mirabeau.  Diftinguifhed  from  his 
coadjutors  by  the  extent  of  his  talents,  the  rapidity 
and  vigour  of  his  eloquence,  and  ftill  more  by  that 
imperious  energy  of  decifion,  which  is  the  true  cha- 
rafteriftic  of  genius  and  keeps  all  competitors  at  a  dif- 
tance ;  his  revolutionary  careen  though  fhort,  is 
brilliant,  and  his  abilities  have  iecured  to  him  that 
renown  which  his  virtues  could  not  have  claimed. 
Although  the  vices  of  Mirabeau,  his  treachery, 
profligacy,  and  venality,  entitle  him  to  the  fevereft 
cenfure,  fuch  is  the  privilege  of  extraordinary  en- 
dowments, that  he  is  in  general  contemplated,  not 
only  without  horror,  but  with  a  degree  of  com- 
placency ;  and  the  French  revolution  has  produced 
fo  many  other  public  charaders  who,  exceeding 
him  in  every  evil  quality,  poflefled  none  of  his 
claims  to  admiration,  that  if  he  is  not  purified,  he 
is  at  lead  dignified  by  the  comparifon. 
Family  of  The  auccftors  of  Mirabeau  were  emigrants  from 
Mirabeau.  j^aly.  In  the  year  1268,  Gerard  Arrighetti,  and 
Azzuccio  his  fop,  were  baniflied  from  Florence  for 
their  adherence  to  the  Ghibelline  party.  They  took 
refuge  in  France,  and  eftablifhed  themfelves  at 
Seyne  in  Provence,  where  a  gi^ndfon  of  Gerard 
Arrighetti  founded  an  hofpital  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  The  Italian  Arrighetti .  was  in  time 
14  foftened 
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foflened  to  the  French  appellative  Riquettr;  ai|d  a 
widow  of  the  ancient  and  noble  family  of  Barras 
having,  by  a  fecond  marriage,  alienated  the  eftate 
in  Provence  known  by  the  natn^.  of  Mtirabeau,  it 
was  purchafed  by  Jean  de  Riquety,  and  ere^ed  into 
a  marquifate  by  letters  patent  in  July  1685 ;  from 
which  period  the  family  of  Riquety,  or  iRiquetti  de 
Mirabeau,  became  ennobled  **• 

Gabriel-Honore  Riquetti  de  Mirabeau  was  bom  9111  Mardi 
at  Egreville  %  His  father  was  a  leader  of  the  fed  «.'?*^* 
of  Economifts,  an4  enjoyed  a  confiderable  reputa- 
tion as  author  of  a  work  intitled  l^Ami  des  Homme^y 
and  feveral  other  pieces.  The  education  of  tb^ 
young  coimt  was  carefully  attended  to,  but  he  is  faid 
to  have  made  fo  little  progrels  as  by  no  means  to 
prepare  the  minds  of  his  acquaintance  for, the  bril- 
liant exertions  by  which  he  was  afterwards  diftin- 
guilhed.  An  anecdote  which  is  recorded  .of  him 
feems  however  to  prove,  that  this  apparent  indo^ 
cilitywas  in  fafl:  nothing  but  a  coatempt -for  thj 
rx?utii;ie  of  ftudy  defignated  by  his  tutors:  a, more 
difcerniag  mailer  put  into  his  hands,  at  th^  ag^  of 
fourteen,  Locke's  El&y  on  the  Human  Underilani- 
ing,  which  foon  occupied  his  entire  atte;ntion  f  on 
riding  the  firft  chapter  of  the  fecond  book,  he 
feemed  abforbed  in  profound  meditation ;  at  length 
flatting  from  his  reverie .  he  exclaimed,  *'  This  is 
"  the  book  I  wanted.**  He  ftudied  the  work  with 
much  attention,  and  ibme  yeat^  afterwards  meeting 
his  tutor  in.  a  public  walk,  affeftiqnately  accofted 
him,  faying,  **  I  Ihall  never  forget  that  you  made 
"  me  acquainted  with  Locke  ^'^ 

^  Di^lionnaire  de  la  NobleflTe,  par  M.  dc  la  Chenaye  D^fbois,  art. 
MiRABBAU  et  RiquETY. 

«  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVT.  vol.vi.  p.  z6x.  The  au- 
thor of  a  pamphlet,  intitled  •*  Vie  Publiquect  Priv^e  de  Mirabeau," 
fays'he  was  born  at  Paris.  As  that  author  is  midnformed  in  ma^iy 
particulars^  and  feems  to  have  entertained  great  prejudices  againft 
Mirabeau,  I  have  not  relied  implicitly  on  his  information  ^  and  (iiil 
lefs  on  his  opinions  in  thofe  fa^s  where  his  produ^ion  is  cited  as  an 
authority. 

'  Anecdotes  da  Regne  de  Louis  XVI,  vol.  vi.  p.  262, 
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Farmly  differences,  into  the  merits  of  which  it » 
Itnpoffible  at  this  diftance  of  time  to  penetrate,  oc- 
cafioned  Mirabeau's  father  to  procure  a  lettre  de 
cachet  agaxnfl:  hitn.  It  is  faid  by  one  author,  that 
his  fatitic  vein  too  freely  indulged  produced  this  aft 
of  parental  feverity  ^i  another  has  not  fcrupled  to 
affert,  that  it  was  occafioned  by  a  difcovery  that  the 
young  count  had  projefted  the  murder  of  his  parent 
by  poifon  **.  Mirabeau  himfelf  avers  that  the  caufe 
of  his  difgrace  was  the  intriguing  difpofition  of  t 
female,  who  led  the  father  to  apprehend  that  his 
fon  would  difgrace  himfelf  by  an  ill-chofefi  matrf- 
monial  alliance*.  He  was  however  clofely  con* 
fined  in  the  IJle  de  Rhi.  This  imprifonment  took 
place  when  Mirabeau  was  only  feventeen  years  of 
age,  and  lafted  fifteen  months,  at  the  end  of  which 
he  was  liberated  at  his  own  earned  interceffion  *". 

On  being  fct  at  liberty,  he  obtained  a  commifSon 
in  the  dragoons',  and  went  to  ferve  in  Cdrfica, 
which  the  French  were  then  employed  in  fubjugat-^ 
ing,  and  remained  there  thirteen  months*  No  au- 
thentic mention  is  made  of  his  condud  in  this  fitu-* 
ation  ;  it  is  therefore  reafonable  to  believe  his  own 
reprefentation>  that  he  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  deferve  the  approbation  of  his  fuperior  officers. 
He  adds,  that  he  compiled  a  laborious  work,  which 
was  much  applauded  by  thofe  who  had  feen  it,  but 
was  fupprefled  by  his  fiither  "•  During  his  flay  in 
this  ifland,  he  affumed  the  name  of  Buffiere,  derived 
from  an  eftate  belonging  to  his  family  "* 

At  the  tentiination  of  the  war  he  returned  io 
France,  and  addidkcd  himfelf  to  every  fpecies  of  irre* 
gularity.  The  prudence  or  parfimony  of  his  father 
prevented  his  allowing  fuch  a  flipend  as  would  fup> 


t  Anecdotes^  &c.  ub»  firpra* 

'^  Vic  Piibliquc  &  Privee  de  Mirabeau,  p.  t, 

'  Lettres  ecrites  do  Donjon  de  Vfncennes,  vof.  i.  p.  1S9. 

>  Vie  Puhlique,  Ice.  p.  3.    Lettiet  ecrites^  &c,  vol.i.  p. 

1  Dl^ionnaire  de  U  NobleiTe. 

B  Lettres  ecrites,  &c.  vol.  i.  p»  I9»« 

»  Vie  Pubiique,  &Ct  p*  15* 
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pen  thefe  extravagances,  and  Mirabeau  was  confe- 
quently  involved  in  great  diftrefs.  To  repair  his 
fortune,  and  Xupply  the  means  of  gratifying  his  fa- 
vourite paffions,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  flate 
of  matrimony,  and  felefted  for  the  objeft  of  his  pur* 
fuit  Marguerite-Emilie  de  Covet,  daughter  of  the 
marquis  de  Marignane,  who  then  refided  at  Aix, 
The  lady's  fortune,  which  was  fuppofed  to  amount 
to  a  million  (43,750  L)y  was  a  great  temptation  j 
but  the  enterprife  was  not  in  other  refpefts  promif- 
ing,  as  fhe  was  already  engaged  to  a  gentleman, 
named  la  Valette,  and  the  marriage  on  the  point  6^ 
being  concluded.  Mirabeau,  however,  found  means', 
to  fupplant  this  rival,  and  feveral  others  of  the  firft. 
families  in  France,  who  made  the  moft  unexception- 
able offers,  and  even  to  obtain  the  confent  of  the 
marquis  de  Marignane  ®.  Application  was  made  la 
Mirabeau's  father,  who,  without  oppofing  a  match 
fo  advantageous  and  honourable,  wrote  fuch  an  anr 
fwer  as  gave  no  encouragement  to  the  propofal, 
and  refufed  to  advance  any  money  towards  his  fon'^ 
eftablifhment  ^ 

•  Mirabeau*8  biographer  aflert?,  that  the  young  Iady*s  father  at  firft 
declined  the  alliance}  but  that  Mirabeau  obtain>d  hit  confent  by  the 
following  ftratagem  s  Early  qpe  mcrning  he  made  his  appearance  at  the 
coffee-houfe  frequented  by  the  nobility,  in  the  fame  drefs  he  ha4 
vrorn  the  preceding  day^  with  difordered  hair  and  tumbled  linen. 
His  friends  began  rallying,  and  hoped  he  had  pafled  an  agreeable  even* 
lAg.  "  Charming,"  faid  he,  "  for  I  pafled  it  with  little  Marignane.'* 
"The  ftory  was  reported  to  her  father,  who,  as  the  only  means  of  pre«> 
ferving  his  daughter's  reputation,  confented  to  her  marriage.  Vie 
Publique,  &c.  p.  6.  This  account  is  not  altogether  probable,  at  the 
condua  it  fuppofes  is  altogether  inconfiftent  with  the  fentiments  of 
honour  entertained  by  the  French  nobility. ,  If  it  had  been  true,  in  all 
inrobability  the  father  or  lover  of  the  young  lady  would  have  challenged 
her  fuppofed  feducer,  and  ihe  would  have  been  fliut  up  in  a  convent.  I 
have  thought  it  proper,  neverthelcfs,  to  relate  the  anecdote,  at  there  it 
nothing  io  it  repugnant  to  Mirabeau*s  character  )  and  particular  cir- 
€un)ftances  might  induce  the  marquis  de  Marignane  to  adopt  aline  of 
conduft  different  from  what  the  general  view  of  the  cafe  appeared  to 
dictate.  There  is,  in  Mirabeau's  Letters  in  the  piifon  of  Vincennes, 
a  narrative  of  the  tranfa£iion,  in  which  an  expeniive  intrigue  i^  mcn« 
tioned,  but  not  defcribed.     See  vol.  i.  p.  30a,  et  feq.  . 

'  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  263.  Dif^ionnaire 
de  la  Iftoblcflc.      Lettrtt  ecritcs  do  Donjon  de  Vincennts,  vol.  i. 
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Treament  From  an  alliance  formed  on  fuch  principles,  an<f 
of  his  wife,  at  Mirabeau*s  age,  Hrtle  felicity  could  be  expefted. 
His  father,  though  he  would  not  fanftion  the  mar- 
riage by  any  thing  more  than  a  mere  conftrained 
confent,  presented  Mirabeau  at  court,  made  him  his 
teprefentariye  in  Provence  and  Limoufln,  and  main* 
tained  for  a  confiderable  time  an  amicable  epiftolary 
corr^fpbndence,  in  \ehich  he  ftyled  him  a  darling  fon, 
to  efteemed  advifer,  and  an  ufeful  co-adjutor ''. 
The  bride's  fortune,  however,  \ras  not  immediately 
paid  J.  and  Mirabeau,  unreflrained  in  his  libertinifms 
by  any  confiderations  arifmg  from  the  ftate  he  had 
recently  adopted,  foon  found  himfelf  three  hundred 
thoofand  llvres  (i,':,i25/.)  in  debt '.  He  is  accufed 
of  having  treated  his  unfortunate  wife  with  the  moft 
lavage  barbarity ' ;  and  the  account  is  not  impro- 
bable, confidenng  that  love  was  not  the  motive  of 
his  tiriio%  that  he  was  naturally  choleric  and  cow- 
ardly, and  that  he  confidered  women  as  an  objeft 
6f  phyfical  indulgence  rather  than  of  focial  efteem  *. 
Banifti.  fjJs  irregularities  became  fo  cxceffivc,  that  it  was 
thought  proper  to  obtain  a  lettre^e-cachet,  by  which 
Ije  was  compelled  to  fix  his  refidence  within  the 
iimits  of  the  city  of  Maurique  in  Provence  ". 
Condufl  He  obtained  a  releafe  from  this  confinement,  but 
jj^^pa.*  it  operated  no  change  in  his  morals  or  conduft :  on 
rentt.  the  xiontrary,  he  feemed  to  grow  defperate,  and 
added  to  his  profligacy  a  calloufnefs  to  reproof, 
whiQh.gencrally  indicates  the  moft  depraved  ftate  of 
vicious  infenfibility.  His  lather  was  not  happy  in 
marriage,  and  the  difputes  between  him  and  his 
\nh  were  carried  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that  the  lady 
fued,  for  a  feparate  maintenance.  Mirabeau  dif- 
played  a  want  of  filial  feeling  altogether  unnatural. 
He'  h&d  fomented  the  difputes  between  his  parents ; 

'    4'  B^ttret  ecriteS)  &r.  vol.  i»  p,  t S9, 

'  Anecdotes  du  Rcgnede  Louis  XVI.  vol.-vi.  p,  %6%% 
••'Vk  Pablique,  &c«  p.  7. 
•    ^  Lettre*  d«  Mirabeau  %  MAurillon,  p.  sjo. 
*  *  >\jiecdotC8  du  Regne  de  Louis XVI,  vol.  vi«  p.  2^}. 

'   *  and 
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tind  now,  availing  himfelf  of  his  talents,  went  to  his  _ 
lather,  and,  for  an  hundred  Louis-d^or,  prepared 
his  memorial  for  the  court.  Having  done  this,  he 
repaired  to  jjis  mother,  and  by  inveftives  againfb  his 
father  induced  her  to  pay  the  fame  price  for  the 
fame  fervice.  Both  memorials  were  aftually  pre- 
fented^  and  the  unnatural  fon  enjoyed  the  double 
lucre  of  his  perfidy  and  infenfibility  \ 

He  ftUl  purfued  the  career  of  libertinifm  and  dit  imprifon^ 
honour  with  fuch  fliamelefs  effrontery,  that  it  being  ^^• 
again  judged  neceffary  to  imprifon  him,  he  was  ex- 
iled to  the  city  of  Pontarlier  ^,     His  filler,  madame 
de  Cabris,  had  affociated  herfjslf  with  him  in  his  dif-    •  ' 

graceful  purfuits  ;  and,  in,  revenge  for  fome  affront 
offered  to  her,  he  had  affaulted  the  baron  de  Ville- 
neuve,  who  commenced  a  fuit  and  recovered  fix 
thoufand  livres  (262/.  10s.)  damages  ^  While  at  intrigae 
Pontarlier,  he  fell  in  love  with,  and  feduced  frora^  ^'f*'  ^^' 
her  hufband,  Sophie  Ryffeij  marquife  4e  Monnier*  RuVei. 
The  intrigue  was  for  fome  time  carried  on  in  fecret; 
but  at  length  the  marquis,  who  was  feventy  years  of 
age,  obtaining  intelligence  of  the  fadk,  to  revenge 
the  mdignity  he  had  fuftained,  procured  an  order  to^ 
confine  Mirabeau  in  the  citadel  of  Dijon.  While 
he  was  in  this  place,  his  miftrefs  fuffered  great  feve- 
rities  from  her  own  relations ;  and  Mirabeau's  fa- 
ther was  preparing  to  imprifon  him  with  more  ftrift^ 
nefs,  but  he  to6k  advantage  of  the  indulgence 
allowed  him  by  the  commandant  of  Dijon,  broke 
his  parole,  and  efcaped  into  Holland,  where  he  was    .  . 

*  Robifon's  Proofs  of  a  Confpiracy,  p.  372.  ' 

r  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  v*.  p.  163.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  have  been  accurate  in  the  narration  of  Mirabeau*8  juvenile 
adventures  ai^d  the  imprifonments  which  enfued  from  them.  He  is 
faid,  befides  the  banifhrnents  and  confinements  already  mentioned,  to 
have  been  detained  in  the  chateau  dUf,  and  the  chateau  de  Joux  ;  in 
My  hehiir.felf  aftervvards  boafted^  in  the  national  alTembly,  that  in 
the  couife  of  his  life,  feventeen  lettres- de-cachet  bad  been  ifiued 
againtt  him. 

■  Anpcdates^iu  Regne  de.LouIs  XVI,  vqK  vi.  p^f 6}.  Fjreface  de 
Manuel  aux  Lettres  de  Mirabeau,  p-  8. 

F  t  joined 
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joined  by  Sophia.     It  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that 
Mirabeau  juftifies  this  eSfape,  by  afferting  that  the 
commandant  connived  at  ^hd  indireftly  advifed  it  *. 
Sentence        The  hulbahd  immediately  inftituted  a  ftiit  againft 
hwn*"^      his  wife,  in  which  flie  was  condemned  to  ^  forfeiture 
of  dower  ;  and  a  profecution  againft  Mirabeau,  who 
was  fentenced,    by   defetilt,     to    pay  ftfiPy  livres 
(2/.  3/.  gd.)  as  a  fine  to  the  king  j  forty  thoafand 
Uvtes   (1750/.)    as  damages   to   the  marquis  dc 
Monnierj    and  to  be  beheaded  in  effigy  by  the 
common  hangman  \ 
Arreted  in      As  the  execution  of  this  part  of  the  fentence 
Holland,   ^^^Q^ld  have  difgraced  the  whole  family,  every  exer* 
tion  was  made  to  obtain  a  revef  fal  of  it  j  and  as  the 
judgment  had  been  obtained  by  default,  it  was  con- 
ceived that  it  might  be  fet  afide  if  the  defendant 
could  be  brought  within  the   jurifdiftion  of  the 
court.    His  family  employed  the  following  means 
to  get  him  arretted :   an  exempt  de  police^  named 
Jaquet  de  Douei,  w^ent  to  Holland  decorated  with 
the  military  crofs  of  St.  Louis  ;  and  pretending  to 
have  been  exiled  from  France  by  minifterial  perfe* 
cution,  formed  an  intimacy  with  Mirabeau,  who 
lodged  at  the  houfe  of  a  tailor,  and  took  the  name 
of  St.  Mathieu.     The  exempt  found  means  to  take 
Mirabeau  into  cuftody,  and  both  he  and  Sophia 
were  brought  prifoners  to  France.     The  lady,  who 
was  now  pregnant.  Was  till  her  lying-in  confined  in 
a  private  houfe,  and  afterwards  fent  to  the  convent 
May  1777.  of  Saint  Clare  at  Gien.     Mirabeau  was  imprifoned 
impriion-  in  the  caftlc  of  Vincennes  % 


cd  at  Vin- 
ccones. 


*  SeeLettres  ecrites  du  Donjon  de  Vincennes,  vol.  1.  p.  387, 
^  Anecdotes  du  Kegne  de  Louis  XVI.  Vol.  vi«  p.  a63.    Piiefiftce  df 
Manuely  &c«  p.  si.  23. 

c  Preface  de  Manue.!,  &c.  p.  s4.«  Anecdotes,  &c*  vol.  vi.  p.  264. 
It  is  to  be  obferved^  that  Mirabeau  compofed  a  laborious  defence  of 
his  conduct  up  to  this  period  in  the  fhapt  of  a  memorial  to  his  father,  ia 
which  he  denies,  fupprelTes,  vindicates,  or  extenuates  many  of  the  faAs 
included  in  the  pivceding  narrative.    Se«  Lettrea  ccriut,  «c.  p.  187. 

•  In 
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{a  this  prifon  he  remained  three  years  and  feven  hi*  em- 
months,  nor  could  his  frequent  letters  to  the  mi-  pi«y«c«^»* 
nifters,  in  which  he  exclaimed  againft  the  rigour  of 
his  detention,  and  demanded  the  privilege  of  a  trial, 
procure  his  enlargement,  or  any  fatisfeSory  ex- 
ertion in  his  favour.  The  lieutenant  de  police  was 
fo  far  intereft:e4  In  his  behalf,  as  to  i^nniye  at  a 
correlbondenjce  which  he  maintained  with  the  ob* 
jeft  of  his  paffion ;  but,  fettered  with  this  condition^ 
that  after  once  reading,  fhe  (hould  return  the  letter 
to  the  infp^£leur  de  police  ^.  It  is  well  obferved  by 
Dr.  Moore,  that  "  Mirabeau's  exceffive  love  of 
^*  pleafure  would  have  tended  to  render  him  com- 
^^  pletely  diffipated,  a^d  of  courfe  left  him  ignorant, 
"  had  he  not  employed  the  long  intervals  of  coiv 
''  finement  and  retirement  that  his  debiiuches  and 
^*  his  ivaBt  of  money  obliged  him  to,  in  ftudies 
**  which,  with  better  health  and  more  riches,  he 
^^  would  have  neglefted  %"  In  the  ftate  prifon  of 
Vincennes  he  feems  to  have  thought  ferioufly  of 
becoming  an  author.  He  had  before  ailifted  his 
father,  and  compiled  fome  literary  works,  which  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  publifhed,  and  had,  while  in 
Holland,  formed  a  literary  engagement  with  Faqche 
the  bookfeller,  though  none  of  his  produftjons  were 
publifhed.  In  this  long  interval  of  feclufion,  he 
applied  himfelf  more  attentively  to  this  objeft,  and 
began  to  confider  literature  as  a  pecuniary  refource* 
At  firft  he  employed  himfelf  in  compiling  a  French 
grammar  for  .the  inftruftion  of  the  offspring  of  his 
illicit  amour  ^  j  but  as  it  was  more  immediately  ne- 

ceflfstry 

*  Preface  de  Manuel,  &c.  p.  8.  The  collcftion  of  letters  wriffen 
^yMirabeau  durifig  this  imprifonment,  and  after  his  death  publif|)ed 
W  Manuel,  do  their  author  no  credit  as  a  lover^  a  fcholar,  or  a  man. 
They  exhibit  the  grofTnefs  of  appetite,  without  the  ^eiicacy  of  ps^flion  | 
tbey  are  often  querulous  without  eloquence,  and  expoitulatory  without  - 
4i|;nity» 

•  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  112, 

^  Sophie  was  delivered  of  a  girl  the  7th  January  ^^^t^     Manuel 
fptaki  very  highly  of  Mirabcau's  Gmmmatical  Effay,  whicb|  accord. 

p  3  in|f 
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ceflary  to  provide  for  the  fubfiftence  of  his  infant, 
then  in  the  care  of  a  wet  nurfe,  he  complied  with 
the  corrupt  tafte  of  the   times,  and   fu])plied   the 
hawkers  with  obfcene  pamphlets,  under  the  titles  of 
Le  Libertin  de  ^ialite^  Ma  Converfwn^  and  Erofika 
BiblioHj    which    laft    unites   blafphemy   with   inde* 
,  cency  *.      It   is,  however,  but  charitable  and  rea- 
fonable  to  conclude,  that  neceffity  and  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  public  mind  alone  induced  him  thus  to 
debafe  his  pen,  fmce  even  while  thus  employed  he 
found  leifure  to  compofe  his  celebrated  eflay  Sur  les 
Lettres  de  Cachet^  et  les  Prifons  d'Etat  **.     It  was  af- 
terwards faid,  that   he  received  from  government 
five  thoufand  livres  (218/,   X5j.)  for  the  copy  of 
this  work,  and  that  an  edition  of  fix  thoufand  was 
found  in   the  Baftille   when  that  fortrefs  was  de- 
ftroyed  *.     It  was  publifhed  and  well  known  in  the 
world  many  years  before  that  event ''. 

At  length  Mirabeau  obtained  his  liberty,  and 
found  little  difficulty  in  invalidating  a  fentence 
which  had  been  pronounced  merely  by  default,  and 
without  any  examination  of  witneffes.  His  miftrefs 
recovered  her  dower,  and  an  annuity  was  fettled  for 
her  maintenance  \  Mirabeau,  however,  did  not 
continue  long  attached  to  her  after  obtaining  his 
liberty. 

His  flay  in  France  now  became  impoflible,  from 
the  magnitude  of  his  debts,  and  the  total  lofs  of 
his  charafter  j  he  went,  therefore,  to  refide  at  Ncuf- 


ing  to  him,  comprifed,  in  twenty.five  pages,  all  the  cflcntial  rults  of 
the  French  grammar,  explained  all  di(fiLiilties,  pointed  out  all  the 
exceptions  to  general  rules,  facilitated  the  conjugal  ion  and  fyniax  of 
the  inegular  verbs;  contained  all  the  rules  of  pronunciation  and  |'fo- 
fody,  and  particul*:rly  explained  the  declcnfion  of  participles,  P'*' 
face  de  Manuel,  p.  35. 

e  Preface  de  Manuel,  p.  36, 

^  Idem,  p.  38. 

^  See  Le  Livi*e  rouge,  and  the  editor-s  Annotations* 

k  See  Lettres  de  Mirabeau  a  Chamfort|  p.  I. 

1  Preface  de  Manuel^  P>  3^? 

^    chatel 
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chatel  m  Switzerland,  where  he  publiflied  his  eflay 
on  Lettres  de  Cachet '".  For  fome  years  after  this, 
almoft  all  traces  of  Mirabeau  are  loft,  he  feems  to 
have  been  involved  in  obfcurity  and  penury.  It  Suit 
appears,  however,  that  he  commenced  an  aflio?  ff,')!"^^ 
agaiaft  his  father,  for  maintenance  and  arrears,  in 
which  he  finally  fucceeded  **•     It  is  alfo  averre4>  that  and  wife. 

hie 

»  Anecdotes  du  Rcgne  dc  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  1^4., 
"  Lettres  de  Mtrabe.^u  a  Chamfurt,  p.  45*  I  have  n<yt  been  Terf 
minute  in  my  refearches  rcfpeSing  the  origin  of  ihefe  family  difputet, 
as  the  difcudion  would  not  inteieft  the  reader.  The  character  of 
Mirabeau,  as  diPplayed  in  the  whole  of  his  life,  does  not  im|)art  a 
favorable  prepo^Teffion  of  his  filikl  condu^,  and  independently  of  any 
provocation  {  and  the  temper  of  the  elder  Mirabeau,  as  it  is  rcpre- 
fcnted,  does  not  acquit  him  of  probable  mircondu6^.     The  comj^Ki^nti  i 

the  father  and  Ton  had  a  right  to  make  a^ainft  each  other  ar«  tluil 
prefented  in  the  ab((r;)^  by  Mirabeau  himrelf:  «  Whnt  have  .you 
•*  done  I"  nay  f.iiher  will  exclaim:  **  Your  youth  afFoided  a  picpHge  of 
"  the  diforders  of  your  more  mature  age.  I  was  oblrg^  t)  tmpr^tbn 
.**  you  at  feventeen,  and  omitting  your  I  mailer  profltgHcies^tbis  is  a  bi^v^f 
**  (ketch  of  your  life.  As  foon  as  you  could  aft  for  yourfeif,  you 
••  confraAed  enormous  debts  j — when,  in  order  to  fave  the  fortunt?  df 
^^  my  g;randron,  I  caufed  you  to  be  banifhed  from  my  eftates,  and 
''  confined  to  a  city,  you  broke  through  all  reftriftions  to  purfue  freilh 
"  extravagances^  you  have  drawn  on  yourfeif  a  criminal  profiscution  j 
*«  you  compelled  me  to  get  you  conBned  in  a  citadel,  and  then  abufed 
•''  the  liberty  which  had  been  allowed  you  by  the  commandant,  to 
**  feduce  and  carry  off  a  womin  of  quality,  Ceitainly,  juftice  has 
**  not  been  done,  but  the  injuftice  confiits  in  fliielding  you  from  the 
•'  feverity  of  the  laws.*'  In  anfwer  to  this  fuppofed  accufation, 
Mirabeau  depifts  his  father  in  the  following  colours  ;  <<  The  marquia 
"  de  Mirabeaii)  after  pafling  a  molt  licentious  youth,  fignalized  hit 
**  more  mature  age  by  the  following  traits.  He  profecuted  one  of  his 
•*  brothers,  in  France  and  in  foreign  countries,  with  an  inveteracy 
**  which  afFordeil  room  to  fufpeft  that  he  wifhed  to  evade  the  payment 
**  of  his  patrimony.  He  his' ruined  himfelf  in  creating  a  political^ 
'*  economy.  He  has  deteriorated  the  property  of  his  wife  ar^'l  children 
•*  by  two  millions  (87,500/.)  while  declaiming  agninft  luxury  and 
•*  debts.  He  continued  obftinately  to  refide  at  Paris  to  form  a  new 
•*  fetl,  though  he  had  injured  his  own  fortune,  and  was  continually 
**  preaching  to  all  his  fellow-citizens  retii-ement  to  their  own  e(tates» 
**  Three  times  he  infefted  Ws  wife  with  the  mod  (liameful  of  maladies, 
"  while  he  was  in  the  daily  habit  of  crying  up  purity  of  manners.  He 
**  has  notorioufly  made  letilements  on  his  miftrefles,  while  he  affected 
**  to  deplore  the  depravity  of  the  age.  The  feeling  and  tender  friend 
*'  of  man,  (rami  des  bmmeSf)  whole  exalted  foul  cannot  ftoop  to  vuU 
**  gar  affeftions,  difdains  his  family,  and  loves  the  whole  human 
**  race.  He  has  perfecuted  his  wife,  and  every  one  of  his  children, 
**  He  has  turned  out  of  doors,  and  confined  In  a  convent,  a  wife  who 
**  had  brought  him  a  fortune  of  fifty  thoufand  livrct  (1187/.)  a-year, 

F4.  and 
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he  inftituted  a  fuit  againft  his  wife,  claiming  the 
cuftody  of  her  perfon  and  property,  or  requiring-^ 
as  an  alternative,  that  (he  (hould  retire  to  a  convent. 
1783.  He  pleaded  on  his  own  behalf  before  the  parliament 
of  Aix.  The  archduke  Ferdinand  and  his  confort, 
together  with  the  moft  diftinguifhed  perfonages  of 
the  city,  were  prefent.  Every  one  was  charmed 
with  the  eloquence  difplayed  by  Mirabeau;  but  the 
allegations  of  matrimonial  mifcondud  and  unmanly 
cruelty  were  fo  ftrong  againft  him,  that  he  loft  his 
caufe  . 
Writes  on  In  order  to  enable  himfelf  to  turn  his  literary  ta« 
the  order  Icms  to  a  better  account,  Mirabeau  had  contra&ed 
nttufr*""  an  intimacy  with  the  celebrated  Nicolas  Chamfort, 
who,  if  he  wanted  the  genius  and  audacity  of  Mi- 
rabeau, pofiefled  much  more  extenfive  information; 
and  who,  confcious  of  the  feeblenefs  of  his  owa 
character,  was  xontent  to  dired  that  ardour  in  an- 
other, which  he  could  not  create  in  himfelf.  By 
Chamfort's  afliftance,  Mirabeau  was  enabled  to  pro- 
duce his  work  intitled  Confiderations  fur  rOrdre  de 
Cincinnattu.  In  preparing  this  publication,  Mira- 
beau ufed  the  greateft  diligence;-  and  beiides  the 
advantages  derived  from  Chamfort,  vifited  Dn 
Franklin,  then  at  Paris,  and  confulted  with  him 
during  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  work.    His  gains 


<*  and  eleven  children.  He  has  withheld  her  alimony,  contravenecl 
"  his  moft  folemn  engagements,  and  haraifed  her,  from  year 
'f  to  year,  with  httrn-dt.caebrt.  He  hat  obtained  decrees  again  ft  hit 
*<  mother-in-law,  and  her  cideft  Ton,  to  gratify  his  own  love  of 
**  guardianfhips,  and  becaufe  he  fancies  himfelf  an  excellent  maoagcr 
**  (the  beft  proof  would  be  his  own  rental).  He  compelled  his  eldeft 
«  daughter  to  take  the  veil.  He  has  perfecuted  his  fons,  and  refufed 
«  them  the  ilighteft  pecuniary  afliftance.  He  has  attempted  to  extend 
<*  bis  tyranny  over  one  daughter  who  is  married,  and  whofe  hu(band 
**  made  no  complaint.  In  the  fame  manner  he  behaved  to  all  hit 
<'  children,  except  a  daughter,  who  found  favour  in  his  fight  by  her 
«  conipiaifance  to  his  mrltrefs,  and  becaufe  her  hufband  has  had  the 
"  art  to  profefs  a  paflionate  admiration  oi  tbt  eeotiomUai  mil/s,^^  Lettrct 
ccrites  du  Oonjon  de  Vincennes,  vol.  i.  p.  185.  187. 
^  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol,  vi.  p«  tCj. 
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vcre  but  fmall,  as  the  Englifli  bookfellers  were 
averfe  to  fpeculate  on  the  fubje6):,  and  difcouraged 
the  author '.  The  work,  however,  met  with  con- 
fiderable  applaufe. 

Mirabeau  had  now  formed  a  connexion  with  a  Aug.i7«4t 
mademoifeile  Nehrat,  to  whom  he  continued  at-  f^^^  ^ 
tached  for  feveral  years.  In  order  to  publifh'  his 
woik,  he  refolved  to  go  to  London,  accompanied 
by  this  lady,  who,  for  decency's  fake,  was  called 
comteffe  de  Mirabeau.  After  a  ftormy  paflage,  they 
arrived  in  England,  and  eftablifhed  themfelves  id  ' 
Hatton-Garden.  Mirabeau,  after  publifhing  the 
book  with  which  he  came  prepared,  was  involved 
m  great  pecuniary  diftrefs,  whicli  he  fought  to  re- 
lieve by  forming  engagements  with  bookfellers.  In 
confequence  of  thefe,  he  produced  feme  volumes  of 
a  work  called  Le  Confervafeur.  The  original  in- 
tention, as  defcribed  by  Mirabeau,  was  to  analyfe 
good  books  of  every  defcription,  and  to  draw  from 
the  unformed  mafs  of  periodical  publications  de- 
tached pieces,  which,  from  their  brevity,  were  liable 
to  be  forgotten  \  He  was  yet  unacquainted  with 
the  EngUfh  language;  but  conceiving  that  Englifh 
literature  would  fucceed  in  France,  undertook  to 
tranflate,  and  qualified  himfelf  for  the  talk  while 
performing  it;  he  procured  a  grammar  and  dic- 
tionary, and  learned  the  Englifh  language  as  he  pro- 
ceeded in  his  tranflation  ^ 

P  Lettres  de  Mirabeau  a  Chamfort^  p.  30.  43.  87.  - 

1  Idem,  p.  67.  74.  83. 

'  Pages,  vol.t.  p.  377.  To  a  genius  like  Mirabeau,  fuch  an  exer- 
tion might  be  poifible,  but  it  ought  to  ferve  rather  as  a  warning  than 
an  encouragement  to  other  traniutors*  I  can  hardly  think  the  work 
alluded  to  by  Pages  to  have  been  a  fele^ion  of  EngltHi  comedies, 
>vhich,  in  a  letter  to  Chamfort,  ^he  expreflfed  an  inclination  to  at* 
tempt  (p.  93).  The  colloquial  language  of  comedy  was  not  fuited 
to  that  mind  which  could  rofuccefsfully  commit  a  plagiarifm  on  Burke 
as  to  make  profeflbr  Wilde  regret  that  the  whole  works  of  that  inefti* 
inable  writer  bad  not  been  tranflated  by  Mirabeau.  See  Addrcft  to 
tbe  Friends  of  the  People,  p.  115. 
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During  his  ftay  in  England,  Mirabeau  was  obliged 
to  profecute  one  Hardy,  who  lived  with  him  as 
fecretary,  for  ftealing  fome  of  his  property.  The 
prifoner  was  acquitted,  and  Rlirabeau's  enemies  have 
endeavoured  to  fix  grievous  inculpations  on  his 
charafter  for  this  profecution  ;  but,  on  a  fair  re- 
view of  the  proceeding,  he  feems  in  no  manner 
blamable '. 

On  his  return  to  Paris,  Mirabeau,  ftill  an  author 
by  profeflion,  turned  his  attention  to  finance,  theA 
the  mod  popujar  topic,  and  produced  Confiderations 
fur  la  Caiffe  (TEfcompte^  and  Confiderations  fur  la 
Banque  de  St.  Charles,  neither  of  which  are  now 
much  remembered.  In  thefe  works  he  accommo- 
dated himfelf  ib  much  to  the  principles  laid  down  by 
Calunnc,  that  he  was  fufpcfted  of  being  hired  by 
that  minifter  \  In  fad,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
he  received  fome  pecuniary  affiilance,  and,  perhaps, 
a  promiie  of  being  employed  in  the  diplomatic  line, 
as  that  appears  now  to  have  become  an  objeft  of  his 
attention,  and,  for  a  long  time,  to  have  formed  his 
chief  ambition. 

Aftuated  by  this  motive,  arid  invefted  with  fecret 
orders,  though  not  recognized  in  any  public  capa- 
city, by  Calonne,  Mirabear.  went  to  Berlin.  T^^c 
period  of  his  arrival  was  remarkable  and  in- 
terefting.  Frederic  II.  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  Great,  was  in  his  laft  illnefs ;  he  fent  for,  wel- 
comed, and  was  peculiarly  kind  to  Mirabeau,  who 
was  the  laft  foreigner  admitted  to  his  converfation, 
though  many  noble  travellers  teftified  their  wifces 
for  that  honour  ".  On  the  demife  of  that  illuftr»<>^^ 
monarch,  Mirabeau  wrote  two  memorials  or  letters 

•  SeeVlcPublic|ue,&c.p.i8.  Sefljons  Papers,!  714-5,  Clark  May«'» 
'   Anecdotes  du  Regnedc  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  z65.  . 

■  See  Mirabeau's  Acivcrtifecnent,  prefixed  to  the  Memorial  prefen" 

to  Frederic   William  II.   printed   with  the  Tianftation  of  bis  J>ec»< 

Hiltory  of  the  Court  of  Berlin,  by  BUdoo,  1789. 

to 
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to  his  fiicceflbr,  in  which  he  gave  advice  with  equal 
freedom  and  confidence,  and  reviewed  the  ftate  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  meafures  of  the  deceafed 
monarch,  in  a  ftyle  bold  and  impreffive,  yet  exempt  * 

from  every  mark  of  rudenefs  and  difrefpeft  *.  One 
of  his  principal  objefts  was  to  induce  the  new  monarch 
to  place  the  Jews,  hitherto  grievoufly  opprefled,  on 
the  fame  footing  with  his  other  fubjefts.  To  attain 
ihis.  end,  Mirabeau  fpared  no  labour;  he  did  not 
confine  his  efforts  to  a  memorial,  but  wrote  in  the 
French  and  German  journals,  excited  others  to  write, 
and  ufed  every  exertion  calculated  to  defeat  prejudice 
jind  infure  fuccefs  ^. 

Mirabeau*s  conduft  in  this  affair  was  not  difin-  Moti?ci, 
terefted  :  he  confidered  himfelf  qualified  to  fill  a 
high  department  in  the  flate,  and  expefted  to  obtain 
fome  poft  of  honour;     The  new  king,  however,  was 
difgufled  with  his  licentious  and  profligate  manners, 
(hocked  at  his  open  profeffion  of  atheifm,  and  not 
inclined   to  pay  regard  to  his  pretenfions.      This 
difappointment  induced  Mirabeau  to  conneft  him- 
felf with  a  band  of  writers  who  had  united  to  diflemi- 
nate  licentious  principles,  both  in  religion  and  go- 
vernment. -     His  audacity,  his  knowledge  of  men 
and  manners,  and  particularly  his  talent  for  farcafm, 
were  highly  ufeful  to  this  junto,  at  whofe  inTligation 
he  produced  feveral  pieces  tending  to  make  thofe  in 
adminiftration   the  objects   of  public   ridicule   and 
reproach.     Among  thefe   were  the  Letters  on  the 
Conflitution  of  the  PrufEan  States,  the  Chronique 
Scandaleufe,  and,  afterwards,  the  Hijioire  fccrete  de 
la  Cour  de  Berlin  '. 

One  of  the  mofl  remarkable  events  which  diftin-  Bccomet 
guifhed  Mirabeau*s    refidence   in  Berlin,    was    his  »n»*^""*'" 
affociation  with  a  daring  and  dangerous  feft,  enemies         * 

*  The  tranflatcr  of  ihis  work  truly  afleris,  that  the  reafoning  is  in 
a  great  meirure  borrowed  from  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations.  See 
TranQatioti  above-mentioned ,  vol.ii.  p.  373.  n. 

y  See  Lettrev  de  Mirabeau  a  Mauvillon^  p.  6. 

>  Robifor/s  Proofs^  p.  274, 175. 

>     of 
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of  religion,  government,  and  all  fecial  order,  dif» 
tinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Illuminati. 
Account  The  patronage  afforded  by  Frederic  II.  king  of 
iila!^**  Pruffia,  to  Voltaire,  d'Alembert,  and  other  writers, 
who  affedled  to  treat  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  re- 
velation  in  general,  as  a  mere  impoflure,  had  given 
fuch  extenfive  credence  and  circulation  to  their 
opinions,  that  profelytes  and  champions  were  to  be 
found  in  every  country.  Their  works  were  greedily 
read,  and  the  avenues  to  fame  entirely  ingroffed  by 
their  parfifans.  The  wit  and  farcaftic  vein  of  VoU 
taire,  together  with  his  acknowledged  pre-eminence 
in  many  walks  of  polite  literature,  rendered  oppOf 
fition  dangerous,  as  the  reftilt  was,  in  general,  the 
contempt  of  the  multitude  of  fmall  wits,  who  ar^ 
ever  more  ready  to  laugh  than  to  reafon,  and  who 
can  cry  down  an  author  again{(  whom  their  talentp 
V^ould,  in  any  other  way,  be  employed  in  vain. 
JJor  wpre  the  dqftrines  fet  up  by  thefe  new  philofo- 
phers  devoid  of  external  claims  to  popular  appro- 
l)ationL  They  affefted  univerfal  tolerance,  and  de. 
claimed  againft  prieftcraft,  and  fuperftition  alone. 
But  from  the  vices  they  turned  their  arms  againft 
the  eftablifhment.  By  putting  extreme  cafes  of 
fuppofition,  by  bringing  forward  the  mod  ftriking 
events  recorded  in  hiftory,  which  refleft  on  the  con- 
duft  of  priefts,  they  facilitated  the  deduftion,  th^t 
the  facerdotal  charafter  never  alters ;  ^d  that  be- 
caufe  numerous  inftances  are  found  qf  priefts  who 
have  been  avaricious,  profligate,  apibitious,  or 
cruel;  avarice,  profligacy,  ambition,  and  cruelty 
muft  neceflarily  form  an  integral  part  of  the  difpp- 
fition  of  the  whole  priefthood. 

They  could  not,  however,  believe  thj^t  all  man- 
kind would  refift  the  conviftiou  of  es^perience,  and, 
in  fpite  of  their  own  obfervation,  conclude  ag^il 
individuals,  merely  becaufe  involved  in  general  far- 
cafms  or  undiftinguifliing  (renfures.  To  prevent  the 
eifed  of  thefe  confiderations,  they  redoubled  their 

attacks 
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attacks  on  thofe  books  which  form  the  bafis  of  the 
Chriftian  religion ;  they  laboured,  with  incredible 
perfeverance,  to  impeach  their  veracity,  hoping,  by 
fuch  means,  to  procure  currency  for  the  opinion, 
that  a  prieft,  if  not  cruel,  was  a  mean,  dilTembling 
hypocrite,  who,  in  order  to  eat  his  bread  in  idlenefs, 
vouched  for  ftories  he  did  not  believe,  and  recom- 
mended doftrines  in  which  he  had  no  faith.  Thefe 
efforts  were  attended  with  great  fuccefs,  and  per- 
haps the  moft  important  firft-fruit  of  them  was  the 
degradation  of  the  priefthood  in  the  eyes  of  man- 
kmd ;  many  who  dould  not  hate  or  defpife,  began 
to  pity,  and  inftead  of  contemplating  them  as  the 
champions  of  a  facred  dodrine,  under  whofe  banners 
they  muft  fight  to  obtain  an  immortal  reward,  con* 
fidered  them  as  docile  fupporters  of  a  flagrant  im* 
pofture,  which  they  wanted  courage  to  examine,  ot 
ability  to  dete£L 

Had  the  efforts  of  this  anti-chriftian  patty  been 
confined^,  like  thofe  of  their  predeceffors,  to  mere 
polemical  writings,  their  profelytes  would  have  been 
few,  and  their  attacks  fpeedily  forgotten.  But  they 
had  recourfe  to  new  arms.  The  fprightly  genius  of 
Voltaire,  united  with  extenfive  reading,  and  a  great 
fecility  of  combination,  enabled  him  to  give  diverfity 
to  the  forms  of  affault,  and  inftead  of  confining 
himfclf  to  dry  effays,  or  harfh  critical  difcufEons,  to 
ftrew  the  feeds  of  fcepticifm  in  every  department  of 
the  fciences ;  to  make  hiftory,  philofophy,  and 
aftronomy  the  vehicles  of  his  fatire.  That  even  the 
lighter  minds  might  not  efcape  infeftion,  and  that 
the  mere  readers  for  amufement  (a  numerous  tribe) 
nught  be  inlifted  in  the  caufe,  novels  and  tales  were 
febricated,  in  which,  while  the  fancy  was  amufed  by 
all  the  brilliancy  and  luxuriance  of  unbounded  wit, 
graced  with  all  the  decorative  charms  which  a  pen 
of  more  than  threefcore  years*  experience  could 
confer,  the  heart  was  poifoned  with  doubts  which  in- 
dolence or  want  of  vigour  would  not  fuffer  the  reader 

to 
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to  remove,  but  which,  while  they  flattered  lus  ta« 
nity  by  eafy  triumphs,  arifing  from  the  difplay  of 
borrowed  wit,  fettered  his  judgment  in  chains  which 
were  never  to  be  loofened,  and  which  the  deluded 
wretch  miftook  for  ornaments  becaufe  he  heard  them 
jingle. 

As  the  aflailants  of  religion  increafed  in  number, 
an  opportunity  offered  of  uniting  them  ftiU  more 
firmly,  of  producing  that  interchange  of  fentiment 
which  facilitates  difcuffion,  and  of  fubjeding  every 
fpecies  of  literature,  and  every  topic  of  human 
curiofity,  to  the  influence  of  their  favourite  fpecula- 
"  tions :  this  was  the  projefted  publication  of  the 
French  Encyclopedia.  To  obtain  the  exclufive  di- 
reftion  of  this  work  became  a  favourite  view  of  the 
new  philofophcrs,  and,  by  the  influence,  of  d*Alem- 
bert,  they  were  enabled  to  accomplifh  it.  They 
ufed  their  advantage  with  vigour  and  addrefs ;  con- 
fcious  that  attacks  too  direft  and  open  againft  a 
prevailing  fyftcm  would  fruftrate  their  own  end, 
they  adopted  a  mode  of  condud  apparently  very 
moderate,  but  fraught  with  the  moft  artful  duplicity. 
In  treating  of  certain  topics,  fuch  as  the  exiftence 
of  God,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  &c.  they  made 
a  point  to  detail  thofe  reafons  which  were  favour- 
able to  the  popular  belief;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
by  reference  to  other  articles,  contrived  to  dired 
the  reader's  attention  to  arguments  more  forcibly 
urged,  and  more  fpecioufly  advanced,  tending  to 
deftroy  the  opinions  they  had  at  firft  coldly  in- 
culcated. 

The  fed,  by  thefe  and  other  means,  became  nu- 
merous and  popular  ;  the  great,  influenced  by  the 
king  of  Pruflia's  example,  and  fenfible  that  fame  or 
.difgrace  wee  in  the  gift  of  thofe  who  commanded 
the  portals  of  literature,  opened  to  them  their  purfes 
and  their  palaces.  The  rifing  generation  of  wits, 
eager  to  fecure  the  fame  advantages,  adopted  the 
fame  means  j  any  refped  Ihewn  to  the  forms  or  even 

to 
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to  die  more  effential  doftrines  of  religion,  was  fopn 
decried  as  the  mark  of  a  grovelling  genius,  or  an 
uncultured  underftanding. 

From  attacking  the  higheft  objefts  of.  human 
veneration,  the  mind  is  led  by  an  eafy  gradation  to 
refift  the  ioimediate  depoiitaries  of  temporal  autho- 
rity. The  hatred  of  kings  naturally  followed  the 
endeavour  to  obliterate  the  fentiments  of  religious 
belief.  Voltaire  and  d'Alcmbert,  favoured  by  no- 
bles and  careffed  by  kings,  were,  at  firft,  alhamed. 
lo  make  their  authority  the  objeft  of  a  direft  attack  y 
they  indicated  in  their  writings  fome  enmity  to 
royalty,  but  were  compelled,  to  preferve  appearances, 
to  confine  themfelves  to  general  declamations,  or 
anonymous  philippics*  It  was  referved  for  another 
writer,  equally  hoftile  to  religion  witli  themfelves, 
to  lay  the  foundation  of  thofe  doftrines  of  liberty  and 
equality,  which,  however  fpecious,  have  by  mif- 
conftruftion  and  exaggerations  produced  fo  many 
evils,  fuch  wide-fpreading  anarchy,  fo  general  a  de- 
pravation of  morals,  and  fuch  extenfive  mifery, 
Rouffeau,  a  republican  by  birth,  an  author  by  pro- 
feflion,  unnoticed  by  the  great,  and  endowed  with  a 
rancorous  heart  and  gloomy  difpofition,  was  de- 
firous  of  extending  his  fame  by  being  the  author  of 
new  fyftems,  and  by  defending  apparent  paradoxes. 
He  began,  in  effays  and  popular  romances,  to  broach 
thofe  extravagant,  though  fplendid  notions  of  li- 
berty which,  in  order  to  make  individuals  free,  dis- 
unite fociety  ;  and,  to  exalt  man  In  a  fanciful  fcale 
formed  by  vanity,  degrade  him  to  that  ftate  in  which 
the  human  fpecies  would  exift  if  arts,  manners,  and 
civilization  were  unknown.  A  difciple  of  this  fyfteiu, 
might  boaft  that  he  was 

*— as  free  as  nature  firft  made  man 
Ere  the  bafe  fervitude  of  laws  began, 
When  wild  in  woods  the  noble  favage  ran.. 

The 
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The  do£trine8  of  infidelity,  and  thofe  fo  nearly 
allied  to  them,  of  diforganization,  found  their  ear« 
lieft  promoters  in  France }  but  with  fuccefs  widely 
different.  The  neceffity  of  Supporting  a  form  of 
government  was,  from  its  daily  contafl  with  all 
their  funftions,  obvious  to  thole  whom  vanity,  le- 
vity, or  worfe  motives  rendered  indiflferent  to  inno* 
rations  in  matters  of  religion  ;  and  thus,  while  the 
police  maintained  the  ftri£teft  vigilance  with  refeed 
to  publications  on  government,  the  principles  of  in- 
fidelity, even  to  the  excefs  of  atheifm,  were  openly 
avowed  by  minifters,  courtiers,  and  even  by  many 
of  the  clergy. 

The  ridicule  of  things  facred  was  not,  however, 
fufEcient  to  gratify  thofe  who,  with  the  purchaTe 
they  had  already  gained,  meditated  the  immenfe 
and  important  projeft  of  turning  the  whole  Chrif- 
tian  world.  That  atheiftical  philofophers,  and 
raving  enthufiafts  in  politics,  fhould  in  fmall  de- 
tachments, or  by  feparate  exertions,  try  thdr 
ftrength  in  various  countries,  was  a  matter  of  no 
great  importance.  Another  fcheme,  more  exten- 
five,  more  operative,  and  more  confident,  became 
neceiTary  ;  and  to  give  fhape  and  execution  to  fuch 
a  plan  was  the  talk  of  Dr.  Adam  Weilhaupt,  pro- 
feflbr  of  canon  law  in  the  univerfity  of  Ingolftadt. 
This  man,  bred  under  the  Jefuits,  was,  on  the  abo- 
lition of  their  order,  induced  to  change  his  views ; 
and,  from  being  their  pupil,  he  became  their  mod 
bitter  enemy. 

Weifliaupt  was  member  of  a  lodge  of  frce-mafons 
eftablifhed  at  Munich'  in  Bavaria,  called  the  Lodge 
Theodore  of  good  Counfel.  This  lodge  correfponded 
with,  and  had  formed  a  particular  fyftem  of  its  own 
by  inftruftions  from  the  Loge  des  Chevaliers  bien- 
faifans  at  Lyons  j  it  was  thoroughly  imbued  with 
the  modern  principles,  and  in  no  degree  refembled 
the  mafonic  inftitutions  in  England,  or  thofe  which 
were  immediately  derived  from  or  informed  by 

them 
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them.  This  lodge  occupied  itfelf  with  economical, 
ibtiftical,  and  political  matters ;  and  had  arranged 
a  fyflem  of  cofmopolitifm,  propofing,  as  a  funda- 
mental pofition  in  the  formation  of  fociety,  that 
^very  office  fhould  be  held  by  a  man  of  talents  and 
virtue,  and  that  every  kind  of  ability  fllould  be  em- 
ployed in  a  fuitable  ftation.  *  The  engaging  piftures 
of  poffible  felicity  in  a  fociety  fo  conftituted  were 
very  captivating  to  youth  ;  and  as  the  members  of 
the  lodge  were  enjoined  to  promulgate  their  doc- 
trines by  all  poffible  means,  they  obtained  many 
profelytes. 

Weifhaupt  had  long  entertained  a  fcheme  for  efta- 
blilhing  an  affi^ciation  which  in  time  (hould  govern  the 
world.  The  fyftem  of  cofmopolitifm  was  fo  favour- 
able to  his  views,  that  he  took  great  pains  to  inculcate 
it  in  the  minds  of  thofe  numerous  pupils  whom  his 
high  reputation  as  a  profeffor  of  civil  law  drew  to  his 
leftures.  He  employed  his  elpquence  in  defcribing 
the  abfurdity  and  horrors  of  fuperftition  with  fuch 
effeft,  that  his  youthful  audience  eafily  underwent 
the  inviting  tranfition  to  general  infidelity  and  irre- 
Kgion.  With  this  afcendancy  over  the  minds  of 
feveral  youths  of  good  family,  he  became  the 
founder  of  a  new  feft ;  and  his  emiffaries  had 
already  been  very  fuccefsfiil  in  procuring  adherents, 
when  the  audacity  of  the  lodge  Theodore  occafioned 
alarms  in  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  who  difcovering 
too  late  that  the  feft  of  Illuminati  had  taken 
deep  root,  and  produced  the  moil  dangerous  efFefts 
in  his  ftates,  endeavoured  to  fupprefs  tfiem,  but  in 
vain.  He  banifhed  Weifhaupt,  together  with  two 
Italian  marquifes,  and  one  Zwack  a  counfellor, 
his  devoted  adherents,  and  imprifoned  feveral 
others. 

»  Weifhaupt  fullcnly  retired,  refufing  a  proffered 
penfioh,  to  RegenfbuTg  on  the  confines  of  Switzer- 
land. Confiding  in  the  early  fuccefs  of  his  projeAs, 
and  the  iiumbers  of  hh  profelytes  in  different  coun- 
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tries,  he  boldly  wrote  in  defence  of  the  feft  of  Ii.lu- 
MiNATi ;  knowing  that  inquiry  would  inftigate  cu- 
riofity,  and  that  if  fome  were  led  to  abhor  and  dread 
the  new  fociety,  many  would  be  induced  to  inquire 
after  and  embrace  it,  while  the  great  majority  of 
mankind,  wrapt  in  fecurity,  would  be  indifferent 
to  its  progrefs. 

The  principles  of  the  Illuminati,  as  denoimced 
to  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria  by  fome  apoftates  who  had 
not  attained  any  very  exalted  rank,  were  thefe : — 
"  The  order  was  to  abjure  Chriftianity ;  and  to 
•*  refufe  admiflion  to  the  higher  degrees  to  all  who 
"  adhered  to  any  of  the  three  confeffions.  Senfual 
•*  pleafures  were  reftored  to  the  rank  they  held  in 
"  the  Epicurean  philofophy.  Self-murder  was  juf- 
"  tified  on  ftoical  principles/  In  the  lodges,  death 
"  was  declared  an  eternal  fleep.  Patriotifm  and 
**  loyalty  were  called  narrow-minded  prejudices, 
*'  and  incompatible  with  univerfal  benevolencet 
^^  Continual  declamations  were  made  on  liberty 
^^  and  equality,  as  the  unalienable  rights  of  man. 
"  The  baneful  influence  of  accumulated  property 
"  was  declared  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  the 
**  happinefs  of  any  nation,  whofe  chief  laws  were 
"  framed  for  its  protedion  and  increafe.  Nothing 
**  was  fo  frequently  difcourfed  of  as  the  propriety 
"  of  employing  for  a  good  purpofe  the  means  which 
"  the  wicked  employed  for  evil  purpofes ;  and  it 
"  was  taught,  that  the  preponderancy  of  good  in 
"the  ultimate  refult  confecrated  every  mean  em- 
^*  ployed,  and  that  wifdom  and  virtue  confifted  in 
**  properly  determining  this  balance."  Thefe  prin- 
ciples *were  denied  by  Weifhaupt ;  who  was  un- 
doubtedly angry  that  fads  of  fuch  importance 
(hould  be  difclofed  to  affociates  fo  young,  and  whofe 
fidelity  had  not  been  fufEciently  infured :  but  the 
information  gained  by  fubfequent  difclofures  fully 
evinces  that  the  communication  was  flridly 
true. 

The 
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The  young  members  were  not  immediately  ad- 
mitted to  a  knowledge  of  thefe  principles :  had  they 
been  difclofed  ere  the  mind  was  properly  prepared, 
terror  and  amazement  would  have  repelled  many 
profelytes.  To  induce  them  to  wander  in  the  mazes 
of  depravity,  it  was  neceflary  to  decorate  the  en- 
trance with  emblems  of  wifdom  and  virtue :  for 
this  purpofe,  when  any  of  the  elder  adepts  had  dif- 
covered  a  perfon  whom  they  judged  fit  for  their 
purpofe,,  (perfons  whom  they  were  no  lefs  careful 
to  examine  than  diligent  to  feek,)  they  made  a 
point  to  gain  his  confidence  by  fuch  declarations 
and  fentiments  as  are  moft  captivating  to  a  virtuous 
and  benevolent  mind,  while  they  fecured  his  grati- 
tude and  attachment  by  extending  the  refources  and 
emboldening  the  efforts  of  his  genius.  At  his  firft 
entrance  into  the  fociety,  the  novice  was  encouraged 
to  hope  every  thing  if  he  rendered  himfelf  worthy 
of  a  more  intimate  confidence.  By  difplaying  fhewy 
thefes,  and  ufing  the  pupil  to  reafon  on  them  witn 
fuccefs,  they  imparted  a  habit  and  readinefs  of  dif- 
putation;  and  the  novice,  accuftomed  to  combat 
received  notions  as  prejudices,  was  led  by  impercep- 
tible degrees  to  oppofe  the  moft  confirmed  doftrines 
in  religion  and  government.  His  gradations  to  the 
higher  claffes  were  performed  with  a  rapidity  or  pro- 
craftination  proportionate  to  the  ardour  he  difplayed 
in  qualifying  himfelf  for  the  more  concealed  arcana 
and  more  atrocious  confidence.  In  proportion  as 
he  advanced  in  the  path  of  profelytifm,  he  was  en- 
couraged with  new  gradations,  new  difclofures,  and 
new  employments,  till  at  laft,  not  without  many  oc- 
cult ceremonies  and  formal  abjurations  and  profef- 
fions,  he  was  inflated  in  the  full  dignities  of  the  fu- 
perior  clafs. 

The  degrees  to  be  paffed  through  were  thefe  :— 
ift  clafs,  or  nurfery ;  preparation,  novice,  minerval, 
illuminatus  minor. — id  clafs  j   apprentice,  fellow- 
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there  advanced,  and  the  ingenuity  of  oppofition 
could  hardly  fail  of  afcribing  his  fears  and  his  intel- 
ligence to  the  fame  fource,  and,  by  confequence, 
of  decrying  the  reafoner  as  one  who,  being  himfelf 
impofed  on  by  fables,  and  terrified  by  chimeras,  vm 
folicitous  to    extend    impofture,    and    perpetuate 
groundlefs  alarm.      Robifon  juftly  ftyles  this  one 
of  the  flrangefl  and  mofl  impudent  performances 
that  ever  appeared.     ^*  Mirabeau  (he  adds)  con* 
*'  fided  in  his  own  powers  of  deception,  in  order  to 
**  fcreen  from  obfervation  thofe  who  were  known 
^^  to  be  Illuminatiy  and  to  hinder  the  rulers  from 
^^  attending  to  their  real  machinations,  by  means  of 
**  this  ignis  fatuus  of  his  own  brain.     He  gained 
**  his  point  in.  fome  meafure,  for  Nicholai  and 
*•  others  of  the  junto  immediately  adopted  the 
^<  whim,  and  called  them  Obfcuranten^  s^d  joined 
*^  with  Mirabeau  in  placing  on  the  lift  of  Obfcuran- 
*'  ten  feveral  perfons  whom  they  wifhed  to  make 
**  ridiculous  ^" 
Return*  to      When  the  meafure  of  aflfembling  the  notables  was 
Pans.       refolved  on,   Mirabeau  returned  to  Paris,  hoping 
that  his  connection  with  the  minifter  would  procure 
him  the  appointment  of  fecretary  to  that  affembly. 
He  was  however  difappointed  :  the  functions  of  the 
office  had  been  divided,  and  fome  perfons  appointed 
before  his  arrival,  with  whom,  as  he  pretends,  be 
could  not  aft ;  but  more  probably  he  had  been  en-t 
tirely  difregarded  by  Calonne.      This  opinion  is 
rendered  more  likely  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of  Mirabeau's 
application  for  a  miffion  to  Holland,  which  the  mi- 
nifter refufed,  givmg  Mirabeau  to  underftand  that 
he  had  better  have  ftayed  at  Berlin  '• 
Feh.  1797'      He  was  determined  neverthelefs  to  render  himfelf 
^on  on*      confpicuous  ;  or,  in  his  own  words,  to  plant  hinUelf 

iobbin^  ^  Proofs  of  a  Confpiracy,  p.  370.— A«  Mil abeau's  Effay  is  exireracly 

1        "»'      fcarce  and  little  known  in  England,  I  have  given  a  general  ab&rad  of 

the  contents,  together  with  a  tranflation  of  the  Preface  and  fome 

remarkable  (>aflage8.    See  Appendix,  N^  VI [« 
t  Lettres  a  Mauvillooj  p.  189.  1989 199. 
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in  the  breach,  even  if  he  got  his  head  broke*. 
Though   Calonne*s  refiifal  engendered  a  coldnefs 
between  him  and  Mirabeau,  yet  he  did  not  carry 
his  regret  or  refentment  to  the  extreme  of  quarrel- 
ling with  the  minifter ;  on  the  contrary,  in  his  firft 
publicaition  after  his  arrival,  called  Demnciation  de 
I* Agiotage  au  Roi  et  a  PAjfemblee  des  Notables^  he  atr- 
tacked  Necker  with  fo  much  vigour,  as  to  occafion 
fufpicions  that  his  work  was  a  mere  venal  produg- 
tion.    He  acknowledged  that  his  book  was  replete 
with  faults ;  that  it  was  compofed  with  too  much 
rapidity  to  be  good;  that  it  appeared  furcharged 
with  matter,  for  want  of  arrangement ;  and  that  he 
paid  more  attention  to  his  fubjedt  than  to  his  plan. 
Yet  it  had   a  prodigious    and    unexampled    fuc- its  fucceA. 
cefs :   The  greater  part  of  the  notables,  the  heads 
of  bodies  corporate,  the  better  fort  of  every  claft, 
congratulated  and  thanked  him.     From  the  offices 
of  notaries  to  the  drefling-rooms  of  belles,  he  was 
read,  extolled,  and  quoted.     He  fays,  ^*  You  can 
*^  form  no  idea  of  the  effeft  it  has  produced,  and 
**  how  likely  it  is  to  occafion  an  earthquake,  even 
"  under  the  very  fteps  of  the  fanftuary*.** 

Mirabeau  avers  that,  on  his  arrival  in  Paris,  Ca-  Onier 
lonne  had  caufed  him  to  be  founded  on  the  fubjeft  '^"^^!^. 
of  employing  his  pen  in  the  fervice  of  adminiftra-  ra^au.  *' 
tion  ;  but  that  Mirabeau  declined  the  tafk,  and  coii-^ 
tinned  to  folicit  a  diplomatic  miffion.     His  failure 
in  obtaim'ng  this  objeft,  and  fome  difrefpeftful  ex- 
preffions  of  the  minifter,  inflamed  him  to  a  certain 
degree  of  refentment ;  but  his  ftill  greater  diflike  of 
Necker,  and  perhaps  the  view  of  attaching  himfelf 
with   advantage  to  another  party,    prevented   his 
joining  the  oppofition.     The  freedom   of  his  re-i©thMa«r 
marks  however  was  fo  injurious  and  offenfive  to  go- 
vernment, that  though,  in  confequence  of  his  pam* 
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phlet,  an  order  was  iflued  tending  to  reprefs  ftock- 
jobbing,  it  was  accompanied  with  one  to  arreft  the 
author  ^. 
Heefcapcs,  On  receiving  information  of  this  intention,  Mira* 
beau  was  perfuaded  to  retire  from  Paris^  and  con- 
ceal  himfelf  near  Liege.  Convinced  that  the  order 
againft  him  was  a  mere  cabinet  intrigue,  which 
would  foon  be  counterafted  by  other  intrigues,  he 
would  have  fubmitted  to  an  arreft  which  he  knew 
cpuld  only  produce  a  temporary  inconvenience,  and 
in  the  end  enhance  his  reputation ;  but  he  was 
given  to  underftand  that  the  Baftille  was  not  in- 
tended for  his  prifon,  and  that  he  would  be  con- 
fined in  a  caftle  in  a  remote*  province,  where  he 
might  wear  out  his  life  in  oblivion.  This  deter- 
yth  April,  mined  him  to  make  his  efcape.  He  judged  rightly 
lirecailed.  q{  jhe  motives  and  duration  of  the  proceedings 
againft  him*  The  oppofition  murmured ;  and 
the  miniftry,  five  in  fix  of  whom  had  ever  been 
adverfarious  to  his  arreft,  now  feeling  a  greater 
alarm  from  his  abfence  than  even  his  prefence  could 
infpire,  began  to  make  overtures  of  accommodation, 
Calonne  himfelf  wrote  him  a  letter,  in  which  he  im- 
puted the  inimical  meafure  to  the  abbe  Perigord ; 
and  Dupont  aflured  him  that  he  would  inftantly 
apply  to  the  king  to  permit  his  return  to  Paris ;  and 
addrefled  him  throughout  in  a  ftyle  the  moft  conn 
ciliating  and  confiderate  ^ 
Hopes,  From   the    circumftances    attending    his   recal, 

Mirabeau,  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  that  the  miniftry 
would  be  induced  by  fear  to  employ  him,  and  that 
they  would  enable  him  to  make  an  honourable  re- 
treat, that  duty  might  keep  him  filent.  But  before 
his  return  to  Paris,  Calonne  was  difmiffed,  and  with 
the  new  miniftry  fuch  motives  would  operate  rather 
and  difap-  to  prevent  than  occafion  his  employ.  His  hopes  re- 
pointment.  yiyed  wheu  he  underftood  that  de  Brienne  was,  in 
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which  fed  were  the  more  eafily  diffiifed,  as  Orleans 
was  grand-mafter  of  the  order  of  free-mafons  in 
France '. 

Beri?o***  Mirabeau  conftantly  maintained  a  correfpondence 
with  Mauvillon,  and  they  were  between  them  pre- 
paring for  the  pref8  the  celebrated  work  called 
Hi/ioire  de  la  Monarchic  Prufjienne.  Mirabeau,  this 
fummer,  went  to  Berlin  to  vifit  his  friend ;  ap- 
parently with  a  view  to  forward  their  joint  labour, 
but  probably  the  chief  object  was  to  confer  on  the 
means  of  extending  the  influence  of  illuminifm,  and 
Sept.     forwarding  the  grand  projects  of  that  fodety.      He 

burgh*™*  ^^^^  Mauvillon,  and  proceeded  to  Hamburgh,  where 
he  had  fome  negotiations  to  arrange  with  the  book- 
fellers.  He  did  not  make  a  long  (lay.  The  news 
he  received  from  France  was  fo  congenial  to  his 
wilhes,  that  he  refolved  to  haften  his  departure.  The 
Orleans'  faftion  feemed  to  acquire  a  rapid  afcend- 
ancy,  and  Mirabeau*s  letters  breathe  confidence  and 
exultation.  He  fays,  ^<  As  to  the  affairs  of  France, 
•*  be  aflured  my  day  is  coming.  The  kingdom  is 
^^  in  a  blaze.  The  parliament  has  not  been  ba- 
**  nifhed,  but  only  commanded  to  go  and  difpenfe 
**  juftice  at  Troyes.  The  meafure  is  equally  ab- 
**  furd  and  infulting.**  He  expreffes  in  four  letters 
written  to  Mauvillon  from  Hamburgh,  the  greateft 
impatience  to  be  in  France,  and  go  quo  trahunt 
faia\ 
ca.         The  elements  did  not  fecond  the  eagemefs  of 

France.  Mirabeau,  for  he  had  a  paffage  of  more  than  feven- 
teen  days^perpetually  tempeftuous,and  was  afterwards 
much  longer  than  he  had  expefted  in  reaching  Paris. 
He  found  the  public  mind  in  a  ftate  perfeftly  fuitcd  to 
his  views,  and  the  aftive  (hare  his  connexion  with 
Orleans  compelled  him  to  take,  incroached  greatly 

9  Rohifon's  Proofs,  p.  376.     See  OaLEANS. 
1  Lettixs  a  Mauvillon^  p.  t55-*-a67. 
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on  his  time'.  Mitabeau  immediately  obtained  \ 
favourable  change  in  his  fortune,  though  fome  con 
trarieties  of  intereft  and  the  uncertainty  of  evient 
kept  him  in  fufpenfe,  and  prevented  his  adopting 
thofe  extremes  into  which  his  charafter  woulc 
naturally  have  led  him.  In  one  letter  he  fays 
"  A  propitious  gale  once  again  blows  on  you 
**  friend,  and  the  public  veffel,  as  well  as  your  owi 
««  fkiflF,  will  be  benefitted  '.*'  In  the  fubfequen 
letter  he  fays,  "  My  laft,  fuch  as  it  was,  will  havt 
"  led  you  to  expeft  a  change,  if  not  in  my  deftiny 
"  in  my  lot.  Neverthelefs,  far  from  retarding  ou 
"  meeting,  the  change  may  accelerate  it,  /  am 
**  however^  as  yet^  in  a  miji  on  this  fuhje6l^  becaufe 
"  do  not  confider  found  policy  exactly  in  the  fame  Ugh 
"  as  the  maflers  of  the  magic  lantern^  and  they^  as  yet 
"  fee  nothing  hut  indifiinSl  images  on  my  fide  ^.**  H( 
entered  deeply  into  public  affairs,  and  the  import 
ance  attached  to  his  agency  may  be  gathered  fron 
his  own  declaration,  that  during  the  eight  days  an 
xiety  which  the  royal  fitting  (that  at  which  the  duke 
of  Orleans  made  himfelf  fo  confpicuous,)  occafioned 
to  the  parliament,  he  never  had  a  minute's  leifure  "• 
Yet  with  all  this  exertion,  Mirabeau  cautioufl) 
avoided  committing  himfelf;  no  reproaches,  nc 
calumnies  could  induce  him,  during  the  contef 

'  Lettres  a  Mauvilion,  p.  aSo.  In  the'  correfpondence  of  Mirabeai 
with  lu8  intimate  friend  Mauvillon,  the  name  of  Orleans  is  never  men 
tioned,  or  the  train  of  public  affairs  at  all  minutely  defcribed,  though 
many  aUufions  are  found  to  the  political  oontefts  and  tranfaflions  of  th< 
day.  A  proof  of  the  extreme  caution  of  the  Illuminati  in  their  puhli- 
cationSi  as  no  doubt,  much  curious  information  perfonal,  political,  an( 
iDyfticaly'has  been  fuppreffed.  For  initance,  Mirabeau  fays  in  om 
letter  (p.  %%%)y  ^  You  may  expcf^t  by  the  next  courier  fome  curiou 
"details,  drawn  from  the  Garden  of  the  Hefj^ridesJ*^  Yet  no  inform 
ation  of  the  kind,  or  any  explanation  of  the  expreflioni  appears  in  th( 
convfpondence.  There  are  alfo  frequent  allufions  to  the  contents  o 
previous  letters  which  are  obvioufly  fuppreffed. 

*  Idem,  p.  aS 3.  The  metaphor  here  ufed  Teems  to  contain  at 
equivocal  allufion;  it  may  as  well  apply  to  the  interefts  of  the  fe6 
which  Mirabeau  and  Mauvillon  had  embraced,  as  the  country  of  whici 
Mauvillon  could  no  longer  be  confidered  a  fubjefl. 

'  Idem.  ■  Idem,  p.  290. 

betweei 


94  M  I  R  A  B  E  A  U. 

between  the  king  and  parliament,  to  write  a  line  in 
favour  of  the  popular  caufe,  and  he  abilained  with 
1788.  e^ual  care  from  fupporting  the  crown '.  He  em* 
Publics-  ployed  his  leifure  in  perfecting,  and  fupervifing  the 
impreffion  of  La  Monarchie  Pruffienne  '.  He  pro- 
duced befides  fome  pamphlets  on  foreign  politics, 
among  which  may  be  numbered  Aux  Batavesfur  le 
Stathouderat^  and  Doutes  fur  la  Liberie  de  FEfcauU 
Of  the  former  he  fpeaks  with  the  partiality  of  a 
fond  parent*.  The  latter  is  defcribed  by  the  au- 
thor  of  "  An  Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  Re- 
*'  volution,"  as  denoting  a  moft  violent  and  male- 
Scpt.  volent  temper  ■.  At  length  his  great  work,  La 
tor*  of^h  ^^^^^^^^^^  Pruffienne^  iffued  from  the  prefs  in  a 
Pruffian  *  quarto  edition  of  four  volumes,  and  an  oftavo  edi- 
monarcby.  tion  on  the  fame  day.  On  this  production  he  had 
beftowed  great  pains  and  confiderable  expence,  he 
had  laboured  ailiduoufly  himfelf,  and  purchafed  the 
afliftance  of  Mauvillon,  From  this  circumftance, 
and  from  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  it  has  been  in- 
ferred that  Mirabeau  had,  in  fad,  little  fhare  in  the 
work  \  The  truth  is,  Mauvillon  fupplied  the  ma- 
terials, and  it  was  left  to  the  genius  and  eloquence 
of  Mirabeau  to  arrange,  to  methodize,  to  animate 
the  whole.  The  account  given  in  the  preface  to 
Mirabeau's  letters  to  Mauvillon,  which  is  ftrongly 
corroborated  by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  correfpond- 
ence,  is  as  follows:  "  Among  the  moft  lively 
**  paffions  of  the  count's  friend,  was  that  of  being 
"  ufeful  to  mankind.  He  had  already  attempted 
**  to  gratify  it  by  feveral  publications,  and  particu- 
**  larly  by  developing  fome  important  truths  rela- 
"  tive  to  political  economy.  But  from  mediocrity 
**  of  talent,  want  of  authority,  mifmanagement,  or 
*'  misfortune,    whatever    he   wrote  produced  but 

«  Leiters  a  MauviHon,  p,  374.. 

T  Idem,  p.  197.  et  paflim.  >  Ideiiij  p.  348. 
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"  little  effe£l.  In  this  fituation,  he  is  advifed  by 
"  a  celebrated  writer  to  republifli  his  Effays,  to 
"  add  many  new  ones ;  to  fupport  his  opinions  by 
"  fads  known,  avowed,  and  attefted  in  a  thoufand 
"  works;  he  undertakes  to  adorn  them  with  the 
"  magic  of  his  ftyle,  to  fupport  them  with  the  au- 
"  thority  of  his  name,  and  to  publifli  them  in  the 
"  moft  univerfal  of  all  the  European  languages. 
"  Perifli,  then,  the  man  who  fhall  reproach  Mira- 
"  beau  with  not  being  the  author  of  La  Monarchie 
"  Pniffienne "" .'**  Mirabeauhimfelf  thought  fo  highly 
of  this  produftion,  that  he  expefted  it  would  change 
the  ftyle  of  writing  biography  and  hiftory.  He 
mentions  it  in  thefe  terms :  **  I  have  had  time,  my 
"  /dear  friend,  to  re-perufe  our  whole  work.  Be- 
*^  tween  ourfelves  be  it  faid,  it  is  truly  excellent  in 
"  every  point  of  view,  I  am  fo  enthufiaftic  in  my 
"  admiration  of  it,  that,  duiing  thefe  feventeen 
"  days  **,  I  have  never  thought  of  the  probability  of 
'*  lofing  my  life  ;  and  really,  it  often  feemed  to 
"  depend  on  a  turn  of  the  die,  but  the  regret  that 
*'  this  precious  manufcript  would  perifh  with  me, 
'*  immediately  fucceeded  the  anguifli  I  felt  at  leaving 
**  my  miftrefs  and  my  fon  in  diftrefs*.*'  The 
work,  undoubtedly,  has  confiderable  merit,  but  not 
fufficient  to  juftify  Mirabeau's  vanity/ 

The  decree  for  convoking  the  ftates-general  in-r  Hopes  on 
fpired   Mirabeau  with  frefh  hopes  and  frefh  confi-  convoking 
dence  ^     The  recal  of  Necker  was  not  fo  agreeable  generair* 
to  him ;  he  knew  that  Necker  difliked  him,  with 
good  reafon,  and  felt  that  his  own  contemptuous 
opinion  of  the  financier  was  not  altered.     He  was 
apprehenfive  that  the  minifterial  influence  would  be 
employed  to   prevent   his  obtaining  a   feat   in  the 
ftates-general,    and  as  the  ancient  laws  of  France 

c  Avant-propos  aux  Lettres  dc  Mlrnhean  a  Mauvillon,  p.  15. 
^  The   period  he  was  at  Tea   in    his  vo^itge   iiom   Hamburgh  to 
Calais, 
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trere  not  then  abrogated  or  fuperfeded,  he  knew 
that  his  exclufion  was  very  poi&ble.  A  fhoit 
fpecimen  of  Necker,  and  a  curfory  furvey  of  the 
public  mind,  in  a  great  meafure  quieted  his  alarms. 
He  wrote  to  Mauvillon :  **  Necker  muft  efpoufe 
*^  the  royal  or  the  national  caufe  ;  he  has  no  other 
*'  alternative.  If  he  adheres  to  the  firft  he  is  loft; 
**  If  he^  adopts  the  latter  his  reign  will  not  be  long. 
**  Fear,  which  already  affails  mm,  in  fpite  of  his 
**  efforts,  aided  by  refentment,  will  foon  drive  him 
^'  from  the  helm.  I  do  not  coniider  his  talents 
**  pioportioned  to  the  exigency  of  the  times,  and 
**  the  defefts  of  his  character  will  fruftrate  the 
**  exertion  of  his  abilities  *." 

Exertion*.  It  now  became  highly  important  to  Mirabeau  to 
infure  fuch  a  portion  of  popularity,  as  would  enable 
him  to  attain  the  objed  of  his  wiflies  by  means  of 
his  partifans,  whatever  influence  might  be  exerted 
againft  him.  He  redoubled  his  attention  to  the 
mafonic  fodetles,  and  exerted  himfelf  to  forward 
the  views  and  diffeminate  the  publications  of  the 
lodge  des  Chevaliers  hienfaifans^  of  which  he  was  a 
member  ^.  He  was  attached  to  the  Society  of  Am 
des  Noirs^  and  one  of  their  regulating  committee '. 
He  alfo  contrived  to  effeft  a  reconciliation  with  his 
iather,  though  it  produced  no  difplay  of  affection  on 
either  fide  ^. 

tioil*'*"'  The  cautious  conduft  he  had  refolved  to  adopt 
was  ftill,  in  a  certain  degree,  adhered  to ;  for 
though  pamphlets  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  approaching 
meeting  of  the  ftates-general  daily  fwarmed  from 
the  prefs,  he  refolved  to  publifli  nothing  on  the 
fubjeft  till  fecure  of  his  eleftion.  He  would  not, 
however,  fuffer  an  occafion  fo  favourable  to  politi- 
cal difcuflion  to  efcape  him,  but  wrote  Obferyatunu 
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dun  Voyageur  Anglois  fur  la  maifon  de  Force^  a} 
pellee  BicStre^  fuivie,  de  Refle6lions  fur  les  Effets  de  I 
Severite  des  Peines^  etfur  la  Legiflation  Criminelle  c 
la  Grande  Bretagne.  He  alfo  publiflied  a  work  o 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  but  I  do  not  know  th 
titled 

Previous  to  the  eleftion  for  deputies  to  the  Hates 
general,  a  book  was  publiflied  under  the  title  o 
Hifioire  Secrete  de  la  Cour  de  Berlin.  It  confifla 
of  letters  written  by  Mirabeau  to  Calonne  durinj 
his  refidence  in  Pruffia,  in  wKich  Frederic  II.  an< 
his  fucceffor  were  v^ry  difrefpeftfuUy  treated,  a 
were  prince  Henry  of  Pruffia,  and  feveral  diftin 
guilhed  perfonages  about  the  court.  The  duke  o 
Brunfwick  was  greatly  extolled,  and  Calonne  ab 
jeftly  flattered.  The  book  was  condemned  by  thi 
parliament  of  Paris,  as  the  produftion  of  an  un 
known  author,  and  burned  by  the.  common  hang 
man.  No  doubt  was  entertained  by  the  public  tha 
Mirabeau  was  author  of  all,  or  the  greater  part  o 
the  letters,  but  it  was  not  clearly  afcertained  whethe 
he  had  confented  to  the  publication,  or  whethe: 
the  mofl:  offenfive  paflages  were  not  interpolations 
Mirabeau  himfelf  difavowed  the  pablication  in  toto 
by  advertifements  in  the  French  and  foreign  newf 
papers.  In  his  letters  to  Mauvillon  he  fpeaks  of  th< 
book  as  one  with  which  he  is  entirely  unacquainted 
not  having  even  read  it,  but  through  the  vei 
of  his  renunciation  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  the 
vanity  of  an  author.  His  fecretary,  in  writing 
to  the  fame  perfon,  fays,  that  to  attribute  th( 
^ork  to  Mirabeau,^ is  horrible  perfidy.  "  Thei 
"  have  taken  out  of  the  oflSice  for  foreign  aflFairs,  hi^ 
"  correfpbndence  from  Berlin,  and  have  got  i 
"  printed  to  excite  againfl:  him  the  hatred  of  th< 
"  powerful  and  the  rage  of  the  great.  Much  hai 
*^  t)een  added  to  this  coUeftion  to  render  the  fup 
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<<  pofed  author  additionally  odious.  What  could 
**  the  count  do  ?  Difown  the  publication*  He  has 
**  done  fo,  and  your  gazettes  Will  atteft  the  dif- 
*<  avowal "."  Tnis  explanation  is  by  no  means 
fatisfadory.  Although  it  might  be  convenient  for 
Mirabeau  to  difavow  the  publication  for  fear  of 
legal  confequenceS)  and  even  to  write  letters  to 
Mauvillon,  which  he  might  ihew  under  pretence  of 
confidence  at  Berlin,  ftill  in  the  ftate  France  then 
was,  Mirabeau  could  not  enhance  his  diaraSer 
more  than  by  a  work  tending  to  make  courts  con« 
temptible,  and  degrade  exalted  perfonages.  If  part 
of  the  publication  only  was  genuine,  it  became  a 
point  of  honor  in  him  afterwards  to  have  diftin- 
guifhed  between  the  letters  he  had  adually  written, 
and  thofe  which  had  been  malevolently  added*  Not 
having  done  this,  his  tranquil  acquidcence  jullifies 
the  judgment  of  thofe  who  rank  this  impexfefi:  re- 
nunciation with  the  fimilar  ads  of  Voltaire  and 
many  others,  whom  fear  of  confequences  has  in- 
duced to  difown  publications,  which  a  fenfe  of 
teditude  could  not  prevent  tlieir  giving  to  the 
world  \ 
1789.  Mirabeau  had  acquired  a  fief  in  Dauphiny,  but 
bealiri  confidering  Provence  as  his  natural  fituation,  re- 
tlcftion.  folved  to  go  there  for  the  purpofe  of  being  elefted 
a  deputy.  He  was  aware  that  if  it  were  left  fo  the 
nobility  to  eleft  their  own  reprefentatives,  he  fliould 
be  excluded  by  that  clafs,  but  he  had  fome  hopes 
that  all  the  orders  would  vote  for  each  order,  and 
in  that  cafe  the  influence  of  the  tiers  efat  would 
fecure  his  eleftion,  as  reprefentative  of  the  nobleje** 
On  his  arrival  at  Aix,  he  was  received  by  the  tkn 
etat  with  enthufiaftic  acclamation.     He  was  met  and 
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timied  to  his  hotel,  .amidlt  reiterated  cries,  which 
proclaimed  him  the  defender ^  the  tutelary  angel  of  th^ 
people  ^*  The  Bourgeoifie  appointed  for  him  a 
guard  of  honor  ""j  which,  if  his  own  affertion  may 
De>  believed,  was  not  unnecefTary,  as  the  rage  of  the 
priefthood  and  ariftocracy  ran  fo  high,  that  he  en» 
tertained  fears  of  aflaflination '.  He  was  rejefted 
by  the  neblejfe^  who  alledged  that  he  was  not  com- 
petent to  take  a  feat  as  reprefentative  of  their  order» 
not  having  a  fief  in  Provence  •.  During  a  recefs  of 
fittings  in  the  ftates  of  Provence,  he. is  faid  to  have 
qualified  himfeif  to  reprefent  the  tiers  etat^  by  be- 
coming a  fhopkeeper.  He  opened  a  (hop  where  he 
fold  grocery  by  retail,  and  drefled  with  an  aproni 
diftributed  his  wares,  his  politics,  an4  his  boil 
mots  ^  It  is  faid  that  curiofity  attracted  fo  many 
purchafers  to  his  fliop,  that  his  fale  amounted  to 
three  hundred  louis-d'ors  a'-day,  and  the  firft  day 
produced  JSfteen  thoufand  livres  (656/.  5 j,)*  He 
wa$  elefted  prefident  of  the  order  of  the  tiers  etat^  and 
always  in  public  feated  under  a  canopy.  When  he 
went  to  the  play,  he  was  efcorted  by  fifty  young  meil 
in  uniform,  and  had  a  bo:^  fet  apart  for  him*  Fire* 
Works,  balls,  ferenades,  and  continual  dances  under 
his  windows  teftified  his  popularity.  The  people 
took  off  his  horfes  and  drew  his  carriage,  and  he 
was  honored  with  a  triumph  ;  a  crown  was  placed 
on  his  head,  and  he  entered  Aix  amidfl:  a  difcharge 
of  ardllery,  and  fhouts  of  ^*  God  fave  the  king!  God 
**  fave  Mtrabe^u  !**  Similar  marks  of  refpeft  were 
piad  to  him  at  Marfeilles,  where  he  viras  elefted  deputy 
as  well  as  at  Aix,  but  he  took  his  feat  for  the 
latter". 
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Hiteio-        A  popular  aliembly  was  the  prcciie  iphere  m 
qucncc.     ^hicli  Miiabcau  could  difplay  himfelf  to  advantage. 
He  was,  as  madame  Roland  juftly  obferves,  **  formed 
*'  to  command  the  vulgar,  to  concentrate  in  one 
"  focus  the  opinions  or  the  wife,  and  to  prefent 
**  them  with  that  force  of  genius  which  compels 
**  obedience  the  moment  it  is  difplayed  *."     In  the 
national  affembly,  where  mod  of  the  members  read 
their  fpecches,  he  was  among  the  few  who  poffeffed 
the  gift  of  extempore  eloquence,  which  befides  its 
more  forcible .  impreflion  afforded  him  great  advan- 
tage in  replies,  and  in  thofe  quick  turns  of  farcaftic 
raillery  which  conftituted  his  forte  ^.     He  continued 
firmly  attached  to  Orleans,  and  forwarded  all  his 
views,  hoping,  in  cafe  of  his  fuccefs,  to  attain  the 
fituaiion  of  prime  minifter  *.     His  oppofition  to  the 
court  was  therefore  fyftenjatic,  conftant,  and  violent. 
Putiiiftes        As   a  means  of  propagating  hip  principles,  re- 
» journal,   j^ting  the  debates  of  the  affembly  in  his  own  man- 
ner, and  effedu^lly  fervjng  his  party,  he  undertook 
the  direftion   of  a>  jdaily   paper,  which   he  called 
y  Lettres  de  Mir^beau  a  fa  CQinmettansP      Its  ap- 
pearance was,  for  a  ftiort  time,  prevented  by  au- 
thority, but .  Mirabeau  eafily  furmounted,  or  refo- 
lutely  braved    every    impediment,  and  began  his 
publication   foon   after   the    fitting  of    the    ftates- 
general..   The  expeftation  excited  by  this  under- 
taking was  fo  favourable,  that  in  a  week  after  the 
publication  of  the  profpeftus,  fubfcriptions  to  the 
amount    of     more    than    thirty    thoufand    livres 
(13 1 2/.  10  J.)  were  lodged  at  his  bookfeller's  for 
the  firft  three  months  delivery  *.     This  pap^r,  which 
was  afterwards  continued  under  the  name,  of  i^ 
Courier  de  Provence^  was  highly  ferviceable  toJVCra* 
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beau's  views,  as  it  gave  additional  weight  and  con- 
fequence  to  his  party,  and  augmented  his  popularity 
in  ithe  capital. 

Mirabeau*s  eloquence  and  manner  of  attack  were  His  bold- 
new  to  the  French;  and  though  the  difpofition  of  "^^*' 
the  public  mind,  and  the  mafs  of  feditious  pamphlets 
which  preceded  the  meeting  of  the  ftates-general 
might  have  induced  an  expeftation  of  violent  pro- 
ceedings, both  parties  feem  to  have  regarded  him 
with  aftonifhment.  The  privileged  orders  faid  that 
his  infidious  and  fatal  eloquence  inflamed  and  ex- 
afperated  the  common^ ;  while  many  of  the  tiers 
etat  declared  their  apprehenfions  that  his  exceflive 
zeal  would  be  fatal  to  the  public  caufe  ^.  The  firft-  Judgment, 
topic  which  agitated  the  tiers  etat  was  the  verifica- 
tion of  orders,  in  which  Mirabeau  took  a  dif- 
tingmflied  ftiare,  and,  befides  the  inflammatory 
effect  of  his  eloquence,  his  quickncfs  of  apprehen- 
fion,  and  ready  perception  of  the  ftrong  and  weak 
parts  of  a  cafe,  greatly  facilitated  the  triumph  of  his 
party.  After  trying  in  vain,  feveral  meflages  in-  ajt^May. 
viting  the  nobility  to  join  with  the  tiers  etat  in  the 
commonJiall  to  verify  their  powers,  he  fuggefted 
the  expedient  of  conjuring  the  clergy,  in  the  name  of 
the  God  ofpeace^  to  unite  with  them  for  the  benefit 
of  the  nation.  Though  the  clergy  had  the  addrefs 
to  evade  this  propofal,  yet  the  refult  of  the  meflages 
rendered  them  extremely  unpopular,  and  made  it 
almoft  impoflSible  for  them  to  maintaiii  their  point  *^. 
After  feveral  weeks  of  affeded  moderation,  during  nth  June, 
which  the  faftipus  leaders  were  trying  their  ftrength, 
and  endeavouring  to  exafperate  the  public,  the  tiers 
etat  refolved  to  conftitute  thertifelves,  and  leave  to 
the  other  two  orders  the  choice  of  joining  them,  or 
becoming  odious  and  infignificant.  On  this  fubjeft 
a  debate  of  cpnfiderable  length  took  place,  and 

^  Lett  res  a  Mauvillon,  p.  4^. 
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occupied  the  aflembly  for  four  days.  Mirabeau^ 
though  ill  of  the  ague,  attended  conftantly,  even 
while  under  the  operation  of  fudorifics,  and  ^ke 
three  times  from  the  tribune  while  attacked  by 
fhivering  fits*'.  His  wiih  was  that  the  aflembly 
Ihould  be  declared  reprefentatives  of  the  French 
people  (jpeupli).  In  this  he  had  great  obftacles  to 
furmount,  as  the  term  pet^le^  in  French,  unlike 
people  ii\  Englifh,  was  ordinarily  applied  to  the 
lower  clafs^  or  mere  rabble.  He  fucceeded  in  re- 
moving  this  prejudice,  but  failed  in  his  grand 
15*-  objeft.  The  m^ority  adopted  a  motion  of  M.  le 
fegaciryl  Grand,  and  aflumed  the  title  of  national  of- 
fembly  *.  In  oppofing  a  metaphyfical  definidon  pro* 
pofed  by  Syeyes,  Mirabeau  difplayed  great  judg- 
ment, fenfe,  and  knowledge ;  he  diftinguifhed  ably 
between  the  aftual  flate  of  man  in  fociety^  and  the 
abflraft  reprefentation  pf  him  which  may  be  fitted 
for  mere  verbal  difcuffion,  and  illuftrated  his  dif- 
tin^ion  by  the  difference  of  tracing  countries  on 
a  painted  map,  and  traverfing  the  face  of  the 
globe*  In  the  former  all  is  level  and  moun- 
tainous deferts,  rivers,  and  abyfies  oppofe  no 
impediments,  but  the  traveller  is  obliged  to  con- 
fider  the  face  of  Nature  as  (he  exifts,  to  provide 
againft  difficulties,  refifl  obflacles,  and  keep  con- 
flantly  in  mind  that  he  is  in  a  real,  not  an  imaginary 
worlds  Though  Mirabeau  was  not  fuccefsful, 
ftill  his  exertions  were  much  applauded*  Some 
pains  were  taken  to  imprefs  on  the  public  a  belief 
that  he  had  been  bribed  by  the  court  j  his  charafter 
afforded  a  foundation  for  the  conjedure,  but  it  was 
in  every  other  refpeft  improbable  *.  The  affump- 
tion  of  a  dtle  which  threatened  to  invert  all  power  in 
the  tiers  jstat^  and  render  the  nobility  and  clergy 

^  Lettres  a  Mauvillon^  p.  468. 
•  Debatcg.    Hiftories.     Young**  Tr«ye1t»  p.  no. 
^  Debates.     Moore*8  View,  vol.  i.  p.  1(3,     Collctilon  of  Mira* 
beau's  Speeches  in  the  Aflembly, 
%  Youo^*s  Trsivda*  P«  ii4» 
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entirely  fubfenrient  to  them,  was  a  meafure  for  which 
Mirabeau  was  not  prepared.  As  a  politician  he 
wiihed  for  many  changes  in  the  form  of  govern- 
ment; as  aQ  individual,  his  ambition  would  have 
been  gratified  by  fuch  a  change  of  rulers  as  would 
have  enabled  him  to  hold  the  higheft  offices  in  the 
ftate ;  but  this  ftep  appeared  too  hazardous  at  the 
prefent  jundlure,  when  the  afcendancy  of  his  fac- 
tion was  not  fufjiciently  confirmed.  He  fays,  **  fup- 
"  pofing  the  moft  favourable  event ;  that  the  king 
"  fhould  afford  his  fanftion  to  the  new  title  we  have 
"  arrogated  to  ourfehesy  the  refult  will  be  that  they 
"  have  played  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom  on  a  coup 
"  at  rouge  et  nowj  where  there  is  no  advantage, 
"  while  I  would  have  put  it  on  a  game  at  chefs,  ' 
"  where  I  was  the  befl  player.'*  He  afterwards 
adds,  "  The  beft  means  to  render  the  f evolutioi» . 
"  abortive  is  to  afk  top  much  **.*'  / 

Whatever  might  be  Mirabeau's  private  opinions,  Poptilvity^ 
he  acquiefced  in  the  meafures  of  his  party,  and 
would  not  riik  the  favour  of  the  people  by  a  decided 
oppofition.  He  was  highly  popular  in  Paris  ;  and 
the  following  anecdote  wi|l  (hew  how  great  homage 
was  paid  him. — ^The  firft  night,  after  the  fitting  of 
the  aflembly,  that  Voltaire's  Brutus  was  performed, 
Mirabea^  took  a  place  in  the  fourth  tier  of  boxes. 
The  pecipk  perceiving  hii^,  required  that  he  fhould 
come  down  to  a  lower  hp^^  and  fent  a  deputation 
to  requefl  he  would  hidulge  them.  He  did  more : 
he  went  and  placed  himfelf  in  the  gallery  in  the 
midft  of  the  people,  whcj  were  unwearied  in  teftify- 
ing  their  fatisfaftion  at  feeing  amongft  them  their 
darling  reprefentative  *• 

Mirabeau  difplayed,  at  the  period  of  the  royal  ^  J""^^ 
fitting,  when  Necker  evinced  fo  much  perfidy,  and^  futmg. 
the  king  fuch  benevolent  and  patriotic  intentions  ^, 
a  degree  pf  famous  intemperance  which  demons 

^  Lettrcs  it  MauvilloDi  p.  469. 

'  Anecdotes  du  Ktgnt  de  Louis  XVI,  rol.  vi*  p«  2$S« 

\  SwfJjClCER. 

H  4  flrated 


ftrated  that  no  confideration  could  reftram  him  in 
Mira.        the  purfuit  of  a  favourite  objefl:.     While  the  tiers 
conduft      ^^^^  ^^^^  waiting  till  the  fuperior  orders  were  feated, 
he  fhewed  great    impatience,    and    required    the 
prefident  to  conduft  the  nation  immediately  to  the 
king's  prefence.     When  the  king  had  pronounced 
his  truly  paternal  and  conciliatory  harangue,  he  or- 
dered the  depudes  to  depart  and  aflemble  the  fub- 
fequent  day ;   and  then  retired,  attended  by  the  no- 
bility and  the  majority  of  the  clergy.     The  tiers  etat 
remained,   but  though  animated   by  the   applaufe 
•which  had  attended  their  recent  exhibition  in  the 
tennis-court,  they  feemed  at  a  lofs,  and  preferved 
filence.     The  workmen  began  to  remove  the  throne 
and  the  vacant  benches ;  ftill  the  deputies  did  not 
move  :  at  length  M.  de  Brezc,  grand-mafter  of  the 
ceremonies,    entered,    and   faid   to   the   prefident, 
*'  You  have  heard,  fir,  the  intentions  of  the  king/' 
Bailly,  the  prefident,  timid  and  uncertain  how  to 
iaft,  anfwered,  that<he  affembly  was  not  conftituted 
to  receive  orders  from  any  one.     Mirabeau  was  dif- 
fatisfied  with  this  evafion,  and  conceiving  the  oc- 
cafion  to  demand  all  his  intrepidity,  rofe,  and  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  M.  de  Brcze,  faid,  «  Yes,  we 
"  have  heard  the  intentions  the  king  has  been  pre- 
*^  vailed  on  to  exprefs.     But  you,  who  cannot  be 
*^  his  organ  in  this  affembly,  you,  who  have  nei- 
*^  ther  feat,  nor  vote,  nor  any  right  to  fpeak  here, 
"  you  are  not  the  perfon  to  remind  us  of  his  dif- 
*^  courfe.     However,  to  avoid  all  equivocation  and 
**  all  delay,  I  declare,  that  if  you  are  inftru£ted  to 
"  make  us  leave  this  place,  you  muft  return  and 
^*'  demand  inflruftions  to  employ  force.     Go,  and 
"  tell  thofe  who  fent  you,  that  we  are  affembled  by 
"  the  will  of  the  people,  and  nothing  ihall  expel 
«  us  but  the  bayonet  \'*     The  effed  of  this  fpeech 

1  Debates.  Hi  dories,  Colle^lion  of  Miiabeau's  Speeches.  A 
biift  ot  MHraheau  was  afterwards  made  for  tUfritndi  of  the  conptutiontti^ 
which  the  lad  fentence  of  this  fpeech  was  engraved.  White's  Tranil*- 
tion  of  Rabaud's  Hidory,  p.  92.  n. 


"was  the  triumph  or  the  iters  etaU  Ihat  body,  be- 
fore fo  irrefolute,  commenced  a  virulent  debate,  in 
which  the  royal  authority  was  derided,  and  the 
king's  perfon  and  commands  treated  with  indignity. 
Mirabeau  took  advantage  of  a  moment  fo  favour- 
able, to  move  for  a  decree  declaring  the  perfons  of 
members  inviolable,  which  was  inftantly  granted "". 

The  refult  of  this  day  greatly  augmented  Mira-  aytK. 
beau's  popularity,  and  enhanced  his  importance  with  of  o«i^ 
his  party.  The  junftion  of  the  two  fuperior  orders 
with  the  tiers  etat,  which  fpeedily  followed,  extended 
his  influence,  and  with  it,  his  power  of  doing  injury 
to  thofe  he  was  inclined  to  oppofe.  On  this  event 
he  made  a  fpeech  replete  with  florid  imagery,  in 
which  he  difguifed,  under  an  appearance  of  philan- 
thropic congratulation,  his  exultation  at  an  event 
to  which  he  had  fo  materially  contributed ". 

The  triumph  of  the  Orleans  party  over  the  court  Exertion* 
now  feemed  fo  certain  and  decided,  that  the  con- ^'^*' ^■''^•"* 
fpirators  purfued  their  operations  without  affefting 
difguife,  and  hardly  reftrained  by  the  common  rules 
of  caution.  Mirabeau  was  guilty  of  a  flagrant  im- 
prudence, which  nothing  but  a  certainty  of  fuccefs 
could  have  occafioned.  Converfing  in  a  circle  of 
deputies,  among  whom  were  McJunier,  Bergaffe, 
Duport,  and  la  Fayette,  he  praifed  the  duke  of 
Orleans  in  terms  fufliciently  expreflive,  but  with 
fome  reftraint.  La  Fayette  quitting  the  party,  he 
became  lefs  guarded,  and  faid,  '*  Gad,  gentlemen, 
"  ihall  I  tell  you  my  mind  at  once  ? — ^I  think  we 
"  fliall  never  have  made  a  ftep  towards  liberty,  till 
"  we  fhall  have  eflfedted  a  revolution  at  court."— • 
"  What  revolution  do  you  mean  (faid  one) ;  what 
"  is  the  nature  of  the  revolution  you  wifli  ?" — "  I 
"  will  tell  you  without  difguife  (faid  Mirabeau)  ; 
"  we  muft  raife  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  the  poft  of 

^  Debates.      Hiftoriei.      Anecdotes  du  Regne   de  Louis   XVT. 
Vol.  vi.  p.  306. 
^  Debates.    ColleAion  of  Speeches,    Moore^s  View,  vol.  i.  p.  274. 
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**  lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom."  One  of  the 
company  reprefented,  that  it  was  not  certain  that 
the  duke  of  Orleans  would  confent  to  aiTume  the 
poft,  '*  Oh,  (replied  Mirabeau,)  make  yourfelves 
^'  perfedly  eafy  on  that  point ;  I  have  fpoken  ta 
'*  the  duke  about  it,  who  anfwered  me  in  a  very 
"  pleafing  manner."  This  difcourfe  alarmed  Mou- 
nier,  who,  in  a  fubfequent  converfation^  expreffed 
his  apprehenfions  arifmg  from  the  afped  of  affairs. 
**  Why,  you  fimple  good  man  {bimhomme\**  aiy 
fwered  Mirabeau,  *^  I  am  as  much  attached  to  roy* 
•'  alty  as  you ;  but  what  fignifies  whether  we  have 
•*  Louis  aVI.  or  Louis  XVIL  ;  or  why  fhould  we 
^  have  a  child  to  govern  us  ?"  Mounier  expreffed 
fo  much  difapprobation  at  tbefe  fentiments,  that  Mi- 
rabeau, after  fome  vague  attempts  to  explain  away 
his  meaning,  haftily  broke  off  the  converfation*. 
Adclreft  The  train,  in  faft,  was  now  laid,  and  the  explofion 
the^mopf .  confidently  expedted.  The  only  circumftance  which 
stb  July. '  reftrained  the  confpirators  was  the  army  under  the 
command  of  marfhal  Broglio,  which  was  affembled 
round  Paris.  To  remove  thefe  troops  became  an 
objeA  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  to  this  Mira- 
beau bent  all  his  efforts.  In  a  mod  eloquent  and 
inflammatory  fpeech,  he  reprefented  to  the  affembly 
the  danger  of  thefe  preparations :  he  drew  an  ex- 
aggerated pifturc  of  the  mifery  of  the  people,  the 
numbers  and  movements  of  the  troops,  and  the 
views  of  the  court ;  and  concluded  by  moving  an 
addrefs,  praying  his  majefty  to  remove  the  army 
which  occafioned  fo  much  difquietude.  Though  it 
was  known  that  fuch  an  addrefs  was  to  be  moved, 
and  feveral  members  had  prepared  to  oppofe  it,  the 
effeft  of  Mirabeau's  eloquence  was  fuch  as  to  con* 
vince  them  of  the  inutility  of  oppofition,  and  that 
theii  own  difgrace  would  be  the  only  refultt    The 

>•  Sec  Conjurition  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  \u  p.  60.    Moore**  V'*''* 
▼oh  i.  p«  293.    Hiftorical  Sketch  0/  the  French  RevolutioD»  p*  >  53* 
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addrefs  was  drawn  by  Mirabeau,  read  twice,  adopt- 
ed, and  prefented  by  a  deputation  of  twenty-four 
members,  among  whom  were  Mirabeau  and  Robef- 
pierre.  It  is  a  model  of  infidious  compofition, 
where  treafon  is  plainly  fhewn  through  the  thin 
maik  of  affe&ed  loyalty,  and  pretended  praife  is  be- 
flowed  on  the  monarch,  only  as  the  means  of  over- 
whelming him  with  increafed  reproach  if  he  fliould 
refufe  compliance  with  the  didates  of  an  imperious 
aflembly.  In  anfwer  to  this  addrefs,  the  king  de- 
clared that  the  tumultuous  ftate  of  the  metropolis 
was  the  reafon  for  furrounding  it  with  troops  5  dif- 
claimed  every  idea  of  interrupting  the  debates  of  the 
affembly  ;  and  offered,  if  the  trpops  gave  any  alarm, 
to  transfer  their  fittings  to  Noyon  or  Soiffons,  and 
remove  himfelf  to  Compeigne,  to  maintain  the  ne- 
ceffary  communication  with  them.  This  anfwer 
was  fatisfaftory  to  the  majority  of  the  affembly,  who 
were  inclined  to  rely  on  the  royal  pfomife ;  but  Mi- 
rabeau, alarmed  at  the  manifeftafion  of  fuch  fenti- 
ments,  expreffed  violent  difapprobation  of  the  king's 
anfwer.  He  averred  that  it  was  a  direfl:  refufal  of 
their  requeft ;  and  affe^ng  to  doubt  the  king's  fin- 
cerity,  inferred  ftill  greater  treachery  from  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  place  to  which  he  had  propofed  to  re- 
move them.  He  concluded  by  obferving,  that  the 
abfence  of  the  troops  from  the  capital  was  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  addrefs,  and  not  that  the  affembly 
ftould  remove  to  a  diftance  from  the  troops.  Thi& 
reafoning  made  great  impreflion  on  the  affembly ; 
and  Dr.  Moore  extols  their  moderation  and  refpeft 
for  the  king,  in  not  renewing  the  petition.  Mira- 
beau did  not  urge  the  meafure ;  but  the  reafon  was, 
that  in  the  interval  between  the  two  debates,  and 
while  he  had  fuch  a  meafure  in  agitation,  a  fecond 
conference  took  place  between  him  and  Mounier. 
This  deputy  remonftrated  on  the  impropriety  of  a 
fecond  addrefs  j  and  Mlrabeauy  who  was  fenfible 
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he  had  been  too  open  in  his  expreffions,  and  ap- 
prehended  a  fchiftn  in  his  own  party,  did  not  venture 
to  prefs  a  meafure  which  might  have  led  to  the  mod 
difagreeable  explanations  ^. 
t4thjuly.  The  difmiffion  of  Necker  accelerated  the  pro- 
wget^maf.  j^^^^  commotion  ;  and  the  afcendancy  of  the  Or- 
fticresand  leans  party  gave  a  more  complete  fuccefs  to  their 
outrages,  proceedings  than  could  have  been  expefled.  The 
pufilianimity  of  the  duke  however  prevented  his 
adherents  from  deriving  from  it  thofe  advantages  to 
which  they  confidered  themfelves  entitled.  Mira- 
beau  in  vain  endeavoured  to  urge  him  to  affume  a 
greater  fhare  of  refolution.  On  one  of  thefe  occa- 
fions,  when  Mirabeau  had  been  unfuccefsfuUy  at- 
tempting to  perfuade  him  to  fliew  himfelf  in  Paris, 
he  exclaimed,  "  What,  fir,  you  are  within  four  lea- 
*'  gues  of  the  throne,  and  yet  will  not  travel  to  it : 
*'  it  is  written  then  that  Mirabeau  fliall  never  be  a 
'*  man  of  confequence  ''.'*  Mirabeau  is  accufed  of 
having  incited  the  mob  to  afts  of  violence  and 
maffacre  during  the  tumults  which  fucceeded  the 
capture  of  the  Baftille.  Though  this  charge  wants 
direcl  proof,  it  is  rendered  probable  by  his  being 
the  conftant  defender  of  their  excefles,  and  the.op* 
pofer  of  meafures  calculated  to  reprefs  them* 
When  Lally  ToUendal  was  defcribing  the  deaths  of 
Berthier  and  Foulon  with  expreffions  of  appropriate 
horror,  Mirabeau  told  him  that  it  wa&  a  time  to 
fiini  T2lheT  than  iofiel;  and,  in  defending  the 
conduft  of  the  populace,  he  made  the  following  fa- 
vage  obfervation ;  "  If  thefe  fcenes  which  have 
"  paffed  at  Paris  had  paffed  at  Conftantinople,  the 
*'  moft  timorous  -charadlers  would  fay,  fbe  peop^f 
*'  have  done  themfelves  jujiice^  the  meafure  of  i^" 

^    P  Debates.  Hiftorie»»  Moore's  View^  vol.  i.  p.  295  to  307.  Hifto"* 
cal  Sketch,  p.  153,  . 
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***  quity  was  tull,  ana  tbe  puntjbment  oj  one  vizter 
"  will  become  a  leffon  to  another 'J*  He  alfo  de- 
fended the  further  exceffes  of  the  mobs  in  the  pro- 
vinces, and  apologifed  for  their  burning  caftles,  and 
other  cruelties  towards  the  nobility,  on  a  principle  of 
juftice  and  retaliation  *. 

Mirabeau  had  not  altered  his  opinion  of  Necker,  Move?  for 
or  ceafed  to  entertain  the  fame  fentiments  of  rancour  J^^ci^cr'* 
againft  him ;  but  as  the  tide  of  popularity  ran 
ilrongly  in  his  favour,  and  as  it  was  confidered  a 
raeafure  diftreffing  and  infulting  to  the  court,  he 
determined  to  move  for  an  addrefs  requiring  the  dif- 
miffion  of  the  new  miniftry,  and  the  recal  of  the 
popular  idol.  This  meafure  was  oppofed  by  fome 
who  remonftratcd  on  the  unconftitutional  indelicacy 
of  interfering  with  the  appointments  of  the  execu- 
tive government;  but  Mirabeau's  exertions  fur- 
mounted  all  oppofifion,  and  the  addrefs  was  carried, 
when  the  delivery  of  it  was  rendered  unneceflary 
by  the  voluntary  refignation  of  the  minifters,  and 
the  king's  declaration,  that  he  had  fent  to  recal  the 
favourite  of  the  affembly  ^  . 

Necker,  whofe  vanity  furmounted  his  judgment  Oppofet 
and  his  duty,  was  weak  enough  to  return  ;  and  Mi-  j!'®  *"^*" 
rabeau  commenced  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  oppo- 
fition  to  his  meafures,  both  in  the  affembjy  and  in 
public.     An  opportunity  of  enfeebling  the  minifter's 
popularity  occurred  immediately  on  his  return,  when 
by  his  addrefs  to  the  eleftors  of  Paris,  at  the  Hotel-de^ 
ville^  he  had  prevailed  on  them  to  decree  the  libera- 
tion of  the  baron  de  Bezenval,  and  a  general  am*       ^ 
nefty.     Mirabeau  exerted  himfelf  among  the  poli- 
tical clubs,  where  he  reprcfented  the  tranfaftions  at 
the  Hotel-de-ville  as  a  compromife  with  ariftocracy, 
rendered  Necker  an  obje£t  of  fufpicion,  and  roufed 
the  minds  of  his  audience  to  meafures  of  feverity  and 
vengeance.     The  refolutions  of  the  commune  of  Pa* 

»  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  194. 
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ris  were  declared  illegal,  land  the  matter  ttras  referred 
to  the  national  aflembly,  where  Mirabeau  and  his 
adherents  fucceeded  in  eftablifhing  their  point,  and 
Attguft.  the  amnefty  was  annulled  "•     Confiftently  with  the 
principle  he  had  determined  to  Itdopt,  Mirabeau  re-* 
fifted  with  efFeft  Necker*s  propofal  for  a  loan,  which, 
had  it  been  fuccefsful,  would  have  relieved  the  em- 
barraffments  of  the  court,  and  rendered  Necker's 
adminiftration  permanent.    Mirabeau  raifed  fo  many 
objedions,  and  deduced  fo  much  from  the  advan- 
tages of  the  loan,  that  it  never  filled  '• 
Offifr*  his       It  was  probably  about  this  time  that  Mirabeau 
STkinV-*  ^ff^^^  ^^®  fervices  to  the  king  on  certain  conditions, 
which  were  rejefted  through  the  influence  of  Nec- 
ker  ^,  who  perhaps  felt  himfelf  incapable  of  a£ting 
in  concert  with  a  man  of  Mirabeau*s  principles; 
or  more  probably  was  aftuated  by  perfonal  refent* 
pient  alone.     Mirabeau  feems  to  have  been  indig- 
nant at  the  bafenefs  of  Orleans,  difplayed  at  and 
juft  after  the  period  of  taking  the  Baftille ;  and  at 
this  time  feems  in  his  public  conduct  to  have  ihewn 
a  difpoiition  to  approach  the  court,  and  evea  to  con- 
ciliate the  miniiler.     In  the  debates  on  the  ihare  of 
authority  to  be  intruded  to  the  croWn  in  the  ratifi- 
cation of  laws,  he  fupported  the  unpopular  doftrinc 
of  an  abfolute  veto*     Montjoye  imputes  this  to  his 
attachment  to  Orleans,  and  bis  wiih  to  be  the  mi- 
nifter  of  an  arbitrary  monarch  ;   but  the  other  mo- 
tive is  full  as  probable'.     The  diftrefs  of  the  re- 
venue ftill  increafmg,  and  the  loan  having  been 
'     found  entirely  unfuccefsful,  Necker  brought  for* 
ward  a  proportion,  that  every  individual   fliould 
contribute  a  fourth  part  of  his  revenue  towards  the 

M  Nccker  on  the  Revolution^  vol,  i.  p.  234.  Impartial  Hiftory» 
vol.  i.  p.  171.     Moore's  View,  vol,  !•  p.  380.     Ste  NeckeR. 

»  Debates.     See  Necker. 
.    7  Bouille's  Memoirs,  p.  148.  977. 

*  Conjuration  de  d*OrIeans,  vol.  ii.  p.  iij.  Mrs.  Wollftonecraft^t 
HiHory,  p.  3^1.  Debates  in  Auguft  and  Srptember,  Moore^s  Vie>ir| 
and  the  otbei  Hiilories. 
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MIR  ABE  A tr.  tit 

cstJgeticies  of  the  ftate.  This  meafure  alarmed  the 
aflembly  by  its  violence ;  but  Mirabeau,  "  more 
"  eloqitent  than  ever  he  had  been,  great  in  his  gef- 
*^  ture,  in  his  countenance,  and  in  his  voice,  pre- 
"  vailed  on  the  affembly  to  decree  with  confidence 
**  the  meafure  propofed  by  Necker  *.**  Though  rcjcacd 
this  fignal  fervice  ought  to  have  convinced  the  mi-  NKkfi** 
nifter  of  Mirabeau's  value  and  importance,  he  could 
not  forgive  his  critical  animadverfions,  and  his  pre- 
vious oppofition.  He  felt  no  kindnefs  to  him  for 
fupporting  his  fecond  financial  plan,  after  over- 
throwing  the  firft  ;  he  did  not  acquiefce  in  the  pro- 
priety of  an  abfolute  veto ;  and  he  fruftrated  the 
negotiation  between  the  king  and  Mirabeau. 

Irritated  at  this  rejeftion,  Mirabeau  attached  him-  4"^i^''^» 
felf  more  firmly  than  ever  to  Orleans.     He  con-  n!ore^firn> 
trived  to  render  the  compliment  he  had  paid  to  Nee-  ly  to  ei- 
ker  unavailing,  by  tacking  to  the  decree  a  requeft  ***'**• 
that  the  king  would  immediately  fanftion  certain 
obnoxious  refolutions  voted  on  the  fourth  of  Au- 
guft**.     In  the  debates  which  followed,  efpecially  is^^^Scpt^ 
thofe  which  related  to  the  limitation  of  the  crown, 
and  the  fettlement  of  a  regency,  he  fliewed  a  de- 
cided predileftion  for   the  interefts   of  Orleans  *. 
What  could  not  be  produced  by  cabal  in  the  legif- 
lature  it  was  determined  to  effeft  by  external  vio- 
lence,   and  the  dreadful   infurreftion  which  took 
place  on  the  fifth  of  Oftober  was  projected  and  or- 
ganifed. 

No  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  Mirabeau  took 
an  aftive  fhare  in  contriving  and  condufting  this  ^{j  ^^ 
celebrated  infurreSion.     Mrs.Wollftonecraft,  with  condua 
her  iifual  raflmefs,  has  declared  his  innocence,  de-  ?J  ^'»*' 
ducing  it  only  from  his  diflike  to  Orleans,  and  the 

*  Quoted  from  Rabaud*s  Hiflery,  p.  i^i.  See  N£Cr6R.  Debates. 
Hiftories. 

^  SeeNECK£R» 

c  Debates,  Con[aratton  dt  d*0rlean8«  Tol.ii.  p«L35.  Hiftorical 
Skcub,  P«SS^5* 
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opinion  fubfequently  delivered  by  the  abbe  Mauri'. 
Dr.  Moore  dates  it  as  evident  that  Mirabeau  did 
not  ad  in  concert  with  the  duke ;  and  fays  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  had  any  hand  in  exciting  the  in- 
furreftion,  but  he  certainly  endeavoured  to  turn  it 
to  his  own  purpofes  when  excited*.  The  argu- 
ment of  Mrs.  WoUftonecraft  of  his  contempt  for 
Orleans  is  not  very  cogent,  confidering  how  many 
fafts  appeared  in  evidence  to  (hew  that  he  was  very 
aftive  in  urging  the  proceedings  of  the  mob.  The 
conduct  of  the  abbe  Mauri  will  be  mentioned  here- 
after. The  want  of  concert  between  the  confpi- 
rators,  adduced  by  Dr.  Moore,  is  eafily  accounted 
for  by  adverting  to  the  charader  of  the  duke  of 
Orleans,  with  whom  it  was  eafy  to  ploty  but  whofc 
cowardice  and  inconfiftency  rendered  it  extremely 
difficult  to  ad  in  concert.  A  ftatement  of  Mira- 
beau*s  proceedings  during  and  previous  to  the  in- 
furreclion  will  bell  elucidate  his  motives.  For  fome 
time  before  this  event,  a  great  many  deputies, 
dreading  the  anarchy  which  they  had  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend from  the  intrigues  and  ambition  of  the  po- 
pular party,  had  meditated  a  jundion  with  the 
members  attached  to  the  court ;  and  their  influence 
had  fo  far  prevailed,  that  in  the  eledion  of  prefi- 
dents,  the  compofition  of  committees,  and  the  no- 
mination of  fecretaries,  the  friends  of  order  were 
generally  preferred.  Mirabeau  was  indignant  at 
this  junftion,  which  threatened  to  reduce  his  party 
to  a  ftate  of  infignificance,  and  wrote  a  letter  replete 
with  threats  to  Clermont  Tonnere,  who  was  then 
prefident,  which  he,  with  more  forbearance  than 
prudence,  did  not  denounce  to  the  affembly  ^  A 
fecret  committee  compofed  of  the  adherents  of  Or- 
leans met  frequently  at  the  duke's  country-feat  at 
Mouffeauj  Mirabeau  was  a  conftant  attendant  at 

^  Hi ftory  of  the  Revolution,  p.  456. 

p  View,  voL.ii.  p.  50. 

'  Letire  d'un  Fran9oit  fur  les  Moye(ii  qui  ont  Oj)6ic  la  Refolution* 
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thele  meetings  * ;  he  was  continually  travelling  to 
Paris,  and  exerting  his  influence  in  the  clubs  and 
coffee-houfes  \  On  the  day  of  the  explofion,  the 
debates  were  conducted  with  peculiar  acrimony. 
The  pretended  orgies  of  the  Gardes-du-corps  afforded 
a  ground  for  fome  accufations  which  Petion  levelled 
againft  the  queen,  but  wanted  courage  to  fign  his 
denunciation.  .  Mirabeau,  who  in  thefe  extremities 
never  loft  his  prefence  of  mind,  relieved  Petion  from 
his  embarraflment  by  faying,  "  I  begin  by  declar- 
"  ing  that  I  confider  the  motion  Tupremely  impo- 
"  litic  I  neverthelefs,  if  it  is  perfifled  in,  I  am  ready 
"  to  produce  the  details,  and  fign  them  with  my 
"  own  hand :  but  the  affembly  muft  firft  decree, 
"  that  the  perfon  of  the  king  alone  is  inviolable ; 
"  and  that  all  other  individuals,  whatever  their  fta- 
"  tion,  are  equally  fubjeft  to  the  laws."  This 
fpeech  produced  a  feries  of  inflammatory  obferva- 
tions,  but  the  denunciation  was  not. proceeded  on'. 
While  the  debates  were  going  on,  Mirabeau  rofe 
and  whifpered  to  the  prefident,  "  Mounier,  there 
"  are  forty  thoufand  men  marching  againft  us  from 
"  Paris;  adjourn."  Many  people  had  been  ob- 
ferved  going  in  and  out  with  an  appearance  of 
great  agitation,  thefe  were  the  agents  of  the  confpi- 
racy,  and  from  them  Mirabeau  derived  his  intel- 
ligence''. In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  Mirabeau 
had  behaved  with  great  petulance,  and  difplayed 
the  confidence  of  a  fuccefsful  confpirator.  In  ad- 
verting to  the  king's  delay  in  fan£Uoning  the  de-» 
crees,  he  renounced  his  own  principle  of  an  abfolute 
veto^  and  faid,  "  It  appears  to  me  that  in  an  addrefs 
"  to  the  king,  it  would  not  be  improper  to  fpeak 
"  with  the  fame  franknefs  and  truth  which  a  court 

I  Moore's  View,  vol.  li.  p.  39.    Playfaii'*  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm  , 
p.  144. 
^  Lettrc  d'un  Francois,  &c.  p.  iS. 

*  Debates.     Hifton«s.     Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  Yol.  ii.  p.  ^04. 
^  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  135.     Conjuration  de  d'Orleaift,  Yol.ii.  p.  205. 
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^*  fool  of  Philip  conveyed  in  this  triflmg  fentence: 
*'  What  would  you  doy  Philips  if  all  the  world  were  to 
**  fay  no  when  you  fay  yes  *.*'     A  deputation  to  the 
king  had  been  decreed,  when  the  Poiffardes  rufhed 
into  the  hall.     In  the  confnfion  which  enfued,  Mi- 
rabeau   alone    retained  any  authority ;     he   alone 
dared,  when  the  clamour  was  fuch  as  to  interrupt 
the  debate,  to  move  that  all  perfons  who  were  not 
deputies  (hould  be  expisUed.     Though  the  mob  did 
not  permit  fuch  a  motion  to  pafs,  they  eicpreffed  no 
anger  againft  the  mover  ".     As  foon  as  the  affembly 
adjourned,  Mirabeau  went  among  the  rabble,  who 
were  affailing  the  guards,  and  threatening  the  life 
of  the  queen.     He  was  among  the  privates  of  the 
regiment  de  Flandresy   the  complete  feduflion   of 
whom  had  been  only  that  day  eflFefted ;  and  the  Pa- 
riiisdi  women,  when  they  lofl  fight  of  him,  were  con- 
tinually fcreaming,   "  Where  is  our  coimt  Mira- 
*'  beau  ?   we  waht  to  fee  our  count  Mirabeau.*' 
Sometimes  he  appeared  with  a  huge  fabre  under 
his    arm,    and   fometimes   difguifed    in    women's 
clothes.     In  this  drefs  he  was  feen  the  next  morn- 
ing, uttering  imprecations  againft  the  queen,  and 
mixing  with  the  mob  to  inftigate  frefh  violences  "- 
When  the  affembly  met,  Mirabeau  was  at  his  poft, 
difappointed  at  the  refult  of  the  confpiracy,  and 
gloojnily  awaiting  an  opportunity  of  turning  it  to 
fome  advantage.     Such  an  occafion  foon  prefented 
itfelf.     The  king,  aftonifhed  at  the  audacity  of  trea- 
ion,  which,  not  content  with  violating  the  refuge  of 
his  palace,  fought  to  deprive  him  of  liberty  by  a 
compulfory  journey  tp  the  capital,  fent  a  meffage  to 
the  affembly,  requiring  them  to  come  and  hold  their 
fitting  in  the  hall  of  Hercules,  that  he  might  have 
the  benefit  of  their  advice.     Mounier,  the  prefident, 

*  Moorc'8  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  3. 

">  Anecdotes  du  Regnc  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  4ft7.       ^         ^ 
»  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  il.  p.  zj^,  245,     Robifon'*  ^^^ 
of  a  Confpiiacy,  p.  377. 
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tjrould  uiltaiitly  have  eomphed  ;  but  Mirabeau  pre* 
vented  it.  He  faid  it  was  not  confiftent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  affembly  to  go  to  the  king,  and  that 
the  freedom  of  debate  could  not  be  preferved 
within  the  walls  of  a  pakce.  As  foon  as  the  king's 
fubmiffion  to  the  orders  of  the  mob  was  announced, 
Mirabeau  moved  that  the  affembly  was  infeparable 
from  the  perfon  of  the  monarch,  and  that  a  depu- 
tation of  one  hundred  perfons  (hould  accompany  the 
royal  .family  to  Paris,  The  fecretary,  in  preparing 
the  lift,  inferted  the  name  of  Mirabeau,  which  Mou- 
nter immediately  erafed.  '*  Why  do  you  take  out 
^  my  name,  Mounier  ?  (faid  Mirabeau) ;  I  infift  on 
"  being  one  of  the  deputation,  that  I  may  appeafe 
"  the  people  in  cafe  of  any  tumult/*  The  pre- 
fident  anfwered ;  *'  Sir,  thofe  who  have  fo  much 
"  influence  on  the  people  as  to  appeafe  them,  may 
"  alfo  be  inftrumental  in  making  them  rebel.^*  Mi- 
rabeau however  infifted  on  carrying  his  point ; 
and  as  his  word  was  that  day  a  law  to  the  affembly, 
he  fucceeded*'*  Though  the  grand  objeft  of  the 
confpiracy,  that  of  deftroying  or  dethroning  the 
king,  had  foiled,  yet  the  transfer  of  the  king  and 
affembly  to  Paris,  where  the  king  would  be  kept  a 
prifoner,  and  where  Mirabeau,  by  means  of  the 
clubs,  poffeffed  fo  great  an  influence,  was  a  fubjeQ: 
of  confiderable  triumph  ;  and  the  final  victory  of 
the  faftion  appeared  to  be  only  retarded.  Mira- 
beau expreffed  his  exultation  on  the  occafion  by 
faying,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  provinces,  that  now 
'*  the  veffel  of  public  bufinefs  would  proceed  in  its 
*•  courfe  more  rapidly  than  ever  ^.^ 

As  there  waar  reafon  to  apprehend  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  thefe  tranfadlions  are  mentioned,  that 
they  would  become  the  fubjeft  of  a  judicial  inveftiga- 
tion,  Mirabeau  propofed  to  av^il  himfelf  of  the  prefent 

^  Debates.     Conjuration  de  d*0rleanty  vol.  ii.  p.  a66.  et  feq, 
P  Debates.     Hi (lorical  Sketch,  p.  167. 
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difpofition  of  the  aflembly,  and  obtain  fuch  decrees 
as  would  prevent  any  inquiry ;  and  inftead  of  ju^ 
ridical  depofitions^  leave  the  fafts  to  be  recorded  by 
tradition  alone,  and  forgotten  when  the  day  was 
paft.  Every  thing  was  arranged,  and  the  time 
fixed ;  when  Orleans,  from  cowardice,  refufed  to 
appear  in  the  afTembly,  and  the  project  was  aban« 
doned,  Mirabeau  was  tranfported  with  rage,  and 
vented  himfelf  in  angry  expreflions;  he  declared 
the  duke  did  not  deferve  the  pains  wluch  had  been 
taken  for  him  ;  that  he  was  bafe  as  a  foot-boy ;  and 
added,  that  he  always  carried  a  loaded  piilol  in  his 
bofom,  but  had  not  fufficient  fpirit  to  pull  the  trig- 
ger "^^  His  indignation  was  carried  to  the  highdi; 
pitch,  when  he  learned  the  duke's  refolution  to  go 
to  England.  "  He  ufed  imprecations  worthy  of 
*'  Philoftetes  '  ;*'  and  afterwards  declared,  that  fo 
far  from  defiring  to  elevate  the  duke  to  the  throne, 
he  would  not  choofe  him  for  a  lacquey.  He  made  an 
attempt  to  prevent  the  affembly  from  permitting  his 
departure,  and  hinted  at  the  imperious  condud  of 
la  Fayette  on  the  occafion  ;  but  without  fuccefs  ^ 
JdJve^^'  Though  highly  difpleafed  with  la  Fayette,  and 
thanks  to  always  perfonally  inimical  to  him,  Mirabeau,  when 
la  Fayeit«.  the  affembly  began  to  make  Paris  the  place  of  their 
fittings,  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  commandant 
of  the  national  guard,  which  was  carried  with  imi- 
verfal  applaufe  ^  He  oppofed  la  Fayette's  propo- 
fition  of  a  martial  law,  though  without  fuccefs ;  but 
the  arguments  he  ufed  were  highly  gratifying  to  the 
people ". 
Mira-  Mirabeau  had  calculated  rightly  on  the  effefts  of 

pu?ari*ty  ?"  his  popularity  in  Paris,  he  was  idolized  by  the  mob, 

q  Conji  ration  ded'0rlean»,  voUii.  p.  189.    Robifon't  Proof*  of » 
Confpiracy,  p.  378. 
r  Hiftoiy  of  the  Briflfotines  by  Camille  DefmouHnSi  p.  S. 
•  Debates.     Hiftories.     Conjuration  de  d*Orleani«  fol.ii.  p«  35^' 
K  Debate!.     Impartial  Hiiloiy,  vol.  i.  p.  158. 
V  Debates.     Conjuration  de  d*Ot-ieans,  vol.  ii.  p.  340* 
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who  carried  their  complaifance  towards  him  to  fuch 
an  excefs,  that  he  was  accufed  of  fending  meflengers 
when  he  intended  to  fpeak  to  give  notice  to  the 
people  that  they  miglit  fill  the  galleries.  He  denied 
the  faft,  but  it  is  far  from  being  improbable  *•  He 
extended  his  influence  by  a  regular  attendance  at 
the  Jacobin  club,  where  he  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee of  correfpondence  ^^  and  he  was  the  founder 
or  promoter  of  various  other  clubs.  He  belonged 
to  the  club  of  1789,  but  feeing  there  was  no  popu- 
larity attached  to  it,  foon  declined  attending  ^.  He 
alfo  founded,  with  the  alTiftance  of  fome  Swifs  maU 
contents  at  Paris,  a  club,  called  the  friends  of  Swifs 
liberty,  which  was  in  fome  degree  encouraged  by 
the  affembly,  and  carried  on  a  correfpondence  with 
the  partifans  of  the  fame  caufe  in  Switzerland  *. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  Mirabeau's  father  died,  hIs  profu. 
but  as  the  arrangement  of  his  affairs  took  up  a  ^'**"  > 
confiderable  time,  Mirabeau  derived  no  immediate 
pecuniary  advantage  from  the  event  \  Mirabeau, 
however,  was  enabled,  by  the  large  funis  he  received 
from  Orleans,  and  afterwards  from  the  king,  to 
live  in  a  very  fplendid  ftyle.  He  bought  a  great 
part  of  his  father's  library,  •  which  was  one  of  the 
beft  in  France,  and  almoft  all  the  library  of  the 
celebrated  Buffon.  He  alfo  purchafed  the  houfe  of 
Fleflelles,  and  had  agents  at  all  the  fales  of  books 
and  rarities  at  the  hotel  de  Bouillon  ^  Mirabeau 
was  the  firft  who  had  proppfed  the  eftablifliment  of 
a  city  militia,  a  projedl  which  was  difregarded  at  the 
moment,  but  which  was  afterwards  embraced,  and 
became   the  foundation  of  .  the   national  guard  **. 

*  Anecdotes  dii  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi,  p.  iii, 
^  Conjuration  de  d*Orleans,  vol.i'U  p.  7. 

^  £xt>orition  abreg^e  des  Piinci|>es,  &c.  par  Arthur  Dilloiu  p.  34* 
Hiftorical  Sketch,  p,  387. 

*  Playfair's  Hiftory  6f  Jacobinifm,  p.  iju 
^  Lettres  a  Mauvillon,  p.  +73. 

^  Playfair*s  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  %^^» 

*  J?agw,  volti,  p.  XJ7, 
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of  faith  on  the  fubjed  to  Mauvillon,  prove  that 
there  did  always  exift  a  confpiracy  againft  all  the 
religions  and  governments  of  Europe,  and  that  the 
fame  views  have  been  conftantly  adhered  to,  though 
differences  of  education  and  fyftem  in  the  dema- 
gogues of  France  have  given  a  variety  to  its  opera- 
tion. The  following  is  an  extraA  from  Mirabeau's 
letter  in  which  he  delineates  his  plan,  but  the  whole 
merits  a  ferious  peru£atl.  ^*  Upon  the  whole,  I  am 
*•  more  than  ever  attached  to  my  fyftem.  A  great 
^  empire  can  never  be  welUgovemed  but  as  a  congrega- 
**  tion  of f mall  federative  Jlates^  whofe  federal  knot  is 
**  in  a  reprefentative  qffembly  prefided  over  and 
^^  watched  by  the  monarch.  Thus  by  force  of  a 
<^  good  con{utution  alone  we  might  foon  have  tbi 
"  Rhine  for  a  boundary^  ^nd,  what  is  more,  an  irru 
^^  Jtjiible  influence  over  all  the  governments  of  Eu^ 
*•  rc^e^  by  the  amelioration  and  extended  profpcrity 
^^  of  the  whole  human  fpecies.  But  to  produce 
*'  thefe  advantages  we  muft  have  a  fyftem,  we  muft 
^'  not  be  obliged,  in  addition  to  our  general  laws, 
•'  to  make  fpecial  laws,  which  we  do  not  and 
**  fliould  not  underftand.  A  government  mufi  be  a 
**  profefforj  not  a  pupil ;  a  chiefs  not  ajlave.  The 
**  reprefentative  of  the  nation  muft  not  afl:  in  a 
**  manner  contradiftory  to  her  interefts.  In  a 
*'  word,  an  expiring  juggler  **,  muft  not  continue 
**  his  clumfy  cup-and-ball  tricks,  when  there  is  no 
**  longer  any  need  for  hocus-pocus,  or  mounte- 
**  bank^s  tables.  Comus  and  Pinetti  muft  not  ex- 
**  pedl  to  receive  from  an  academy  of  fciences^  the 
*'  fame  applaufes  they  acquire  at  a  fair  *." 
Exertions  To  defcribe  all  Mirabeau's  labours  in  theconfti- 
f"  *bt  *-^'  *^^^^  affembly,  it  would  be  requifite  to  enter  into  a 
^  •  minute  detail  of  every  debate  which  took  place  itooi 
its  commencement  to  the  laft  day  of  his  life,  finc^ 
no  debate  occurred  which  was  not  directed  by  h^ 

k  Neckcr. 

^  JLettre  a  MauTillon  du  31  Janvier  179O1  p.  506.  du  RecueU* 
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jtiSgment,  guided  by  his  genius,  or  illuminated  by 
his  eloquence.  I  (hall  defcribe  the  courfe  of  his 
exertions  on  a  few  fubjefts,  as  they  enable  us  to 
form  a  juft  cftimate  of  his  politics,  without  narrating 
hiftorically  the  circumftances  which  preceded,  or 
the  feffefts  which  followed  them.  From  an  early  againft 
attachment  to/ the  doftrines  of  infidelity,  and  as  an  thcda-gyi 
iUuminatus^  Mirabeau  was  inimical  to  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  eftablifhment,  and  the  oppofition  made  by  the 
clergy  to  the  ufurpation  of  the  tiers  etat  had  exaf- 
perated  him  to  a  ftill  higher  pitch.  He  had  fre- 
quently been  heard  to  fay,  "  If  you  wifli  for  a  revo- 
"  lution,  you  muft  banifli  the  Catholic  religion 
"  from  France ''."  He  was  an  advocate  for  the 
abolition  of  tithes,  a  meafure  which  he  fupported 
with  all  his  eloquence  and  influence,  and  finally 
fucceeded  K  The  neceflity  and  rapacious  difpofition 
of  the  affembly  could  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  tithes 
aione,  but  required  that  the  whole  wealth  of  the 
clergy  fliould  be  at  their  difpofal.  The  lay  members 
of  the  affembly,  apprehenfive  of  cenfure  from  the 
invidious  appearance  fuch  a  motion  would  affume- 
if  it  proceeded  from  them,  availed  themfelves  of  the 
profligacy  of  a  member  of  the  clerical  body  to 
obtain  their  objeft.  Talleyrand  Perigord,  bifliop  of 
Autun,  was  prevailed  on  by  Mirabeau  to  propofe 
the  meafure,  which  was  fupported  by  all  the  zcal^ 
eloquence,  and  intrigue  of  the  party.  The  refift- 
ance  was  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
objeft,  and  the  popular  party,  not  feeling  fufliciently 
ftrong  to  ixifure  a  majority,  more  than  once  ad- 
journed the  debate.  The  mob  ftrenuoufly  afllfted 
the  enemies  of  the  clergy.  Placards  were  pafted  up, 
containing  lifts  of  thofe  who  had  oppofed  the  mo-^ 
tion,  and  oflFering  rewards  of  twelve  hundred  livres 
(5a/.  10  J.)  to  any  patriot  who  would  kill  them.  On 

*  Bamiel's  Hiftoryof  the  Clergy,  part  I,  p. «. 

'  See  Impartial  Hiftory«  ?oKi.  p.  193.    Hiftorical  Sketchy  p.  mi. 
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the  day  when  the  queftion  was  finally  decided,  a 
mob,  armed  with  pikes,  aflembled  in  the  avaiues 
to  the  place  of  fitting,  and  threatened  to  put  all  the 
bifhops  and  prieflis  to  death,  if  the  motion  was  loft  % 
Several  members  produced  letters  in  which  they 
were  threatened  with  de(lru£tion  if  they  perfevered 
in  oppofing  the  meafure;  but  Mirabeau  filenced 
them  by  producing  letters  of  fimilar  import,  which, 
he  pretended,  had  been  written  to  him  by  the  other 
party*.  This  meafure  was  followed  by  the  fupr 
preffion  of  all  monaftic  eftablifhments,  and  the  grant 
of  nominal  penfions  to  the  clergy,  while  their  lands 
Were  affigned  to  the  creditors  of  the  ftate,  and 
aflignats  liTued  on  them,  as  a  new  kind  of  paper 
money.  Mirabeau  was  one  of  the  ftrongeft  ad- 
vocates of  thefe  violent  proceedings  in  oppofition 
to  his  own  fentiments,  exprefied  in  his  pamphlet 
agalnft  the  emperor,  called  Doutes  fur  la  Liberie 
de  PEfcatit^  where,  among  many  fimilar  paffages, 
he  fays  exprefsly,    *  Defpife   the  monks  as  much 

*  as  you  pleafe,  but  do  not  rob  them,  for  it  is  up- 
^  lawful  to  rob  either  the  moil  determined  Atheift 

*  or  the  moft  credulous  Capuchin  *.*  Yet,  with 
all  this  violence,  Mirabeau  had  occafion  to  (hew  his 
moderation  at  the  expence  of  others.  He  faid  one 
day  at  the  Jacobin  club,  while  defcanting  on  the  in- 
veteracy difplayed  againft  the  priefts  :  "  For  God's 
**  fake,  gentlemen,  let  us  not  torment  their  con- 
**  fciences.     We  have  got  tbeir  property,  and  what 

for  the      "  fignifies  any  thhig  elfe  ^  ?^'    Mirabeau,  as  a  mem- 
flavei.       j^j.  Qf  ij^g  ^i^\y  q{  jjj^i^  jg^  Noirsj  was  anxious  to 

abolifli  flavery,  and  make  the  coloured  inhabitants 

of  the   colonics   in  every  refpeft  equal   with  the 

whites  J  a  meafure  fuprcmely  impolitic,  in  which  be 

faUed  \ 

m  Barruers  Hiftory  of  the  Clergy,  part  I,  p.  ii. 
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Thefe  meaiures,  and  the  arrangement  of  fome     J790. 
articles  of  the  conftitution,  took  up  the  attention  of  the  ^^*  *»«• 
affemblyduring  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Mirabeau's  ^"*^** 
popularity  continued  to  increafe,  aijd  he  augmented 
his  infolence  in  proportion.     His  appearance  and 
mannets  were  fuch,  that  an  author  in  defcribing 
him  fays,    "  When  filent  he  refembled  a  favage 
**  bear,  when  he  fpoke,  a  foaming  lion  %**     He  felt 
no  fear  of  the  perfons  to  whom  he  was  oppofed^ 
knowing  them  to  be  attached  to  order,  morals,  and 
the  laws.     "  You  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
*'  the  ariftocrats,'*  was  his   expreffion  to   his  ad- 
herents,  ''  they  neither  pillage,  burn,  or  aflaffin^ 
"  ate  •."     Towards  his  opponents  he  behaved  with 
the  utmoft  ferocity,  threatening  them  with  the  ven- 
geance of  the  mob  on  every  occafion  '\     Yet  Mira-  *"<* 
beau  was  cowardly  to  the  greateft  degree.     His  ^^^"^  *^** 
prefence  of  mind  never  forfook  him  in  debate,  but 
in  aftion,  or  when  threatened,  he  exhibited  none  of 
that  inflammability  which  diftinguilhed  him  on  other 
occafions ;  his  courage  bore  an  inverfe  proportion 
to  his  infolence ».     He  received  two  or  three  chal- 
lenges, which  he  always  declined,  with  frefli  info- 
Ibnce  or  unmanly  pleafantry.     *^  I  will  write  to  my 
^*  conftituents,"  he  faid,  "  to  know  if  they  deputed 
"  me  to  (lake  my  life  at  fword  and  piftol ;  if  fo,  I 
"  fhall  requeft  them  to  nominate  Saint  George,  or 
'^  fome  equally  fkilful  combatant,   as    my  fuper- 
"  numerary^.'* 

As  Necker's  influence  declined,  fome  friends  of  His  exer« 
the  king  renewed  a  negotiation  with  Mirabeau  for  *|oo»for 

'  Applogie  des  Projets,  &c.  p.  198. 

»  Bertrand^s  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  305.  Anecdotes  du  Regne  dc 
Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  469. 

t  See  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  300.  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  ii« 
p.  104. 

*  Apologie  des  ProjetSi  &c.  p.  191. 
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his  affiftance,    which    finally   fucceeded.     It    was 
cither  in  confequence  of  this  negotiation,  or  of 
Mirabeau*s  wilh  that  it  fhould  take  place,  that  many 
motions  made  by  hJm  appeared  to  favour  the  royal 
caufe.     He  feems  to  have  had   fome  profped  of 
being  minifter,  when  he  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of 
the    abfurd   felf-denying   decree,   by   moving  that 
minifters  fhould  have  a  confultative  voice  in  the 
aflembly.     This  propofition  was  fo  ill  received,  that 
inftead   of   producing  the  defired   effeft,    it   only 
caufed  the  exclulion  to  be  more  ftrongly  enforced  ^ 
In  the  queftion  refpefting  the  power  of  declaring 
war  and  making  peace,  Mirabeau  (hewed  his  difpo- 
fition  to  favour  the  court  ftill  more  openly,  for  he 
maintained  the  unpopular  though  rational  doftrine, 
that     thefe    powers   ought    to    be   veiled    in    the 
jtaloufyof  king.     This  produced   an  immediate  effect  on  the 
1^^^''**'    mob  ;    it  was   rumoured  that  he  was    fold  lo  the 
court*     The   hawkers   cried  about   the  ftreers  the 
grand  treachery  of  count  Mirabeau  \  and  Marat,  who 
had  long  been  his  enemy,  printed  the  opinion  that 
he  ought  to  be  broiled  on  a  gridiron,  as  the  greateft 
lid  May.  traitor  in  the  aflembly.     Mirabeau  was  now  obliged 
to  retraft  a  part  of  his  opinion,  and  rompromife 
with  the  more  moderate  of  his  opponents  to  form  a 
decree  that  war  fhould  be  declared  on  the  part  of 
the  king,  in  the  name  of  the  nation.     Even  this  was 
not  fufficient  to  gratify  the  populace,     Barnave  and 
Lameth,  who  had    oppofed  him,    were  carried  in 
triumph  on  coming  out  of  the  aflembly*     "  I  too/' 
faid  Mirabeau,   "  had  it  in  my  power  but  two  days 
*^  ago  to  have  been  carried  in  triumph,  but  I  was 
**  not  then  to  learn  that  it  is  but  one  flep  from  the 
**  capitol  to  the  Tarpeian  rock  \" 

■  Deha  tcs.     I  m  p  a  rff h  \  H  i  Oory ,  voU ,  p »  « {^4, 
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Although  Mirabeau  ailumed  in  pubhc  the-  fem- 
blance  of  ftoical  indifference,  he  felt  the  infult  he 
had  received  with  confiderable  fenfibility.     He  fays, 
"  I  have  attended  clofely  to  bufinefs  in  the  affem- 
"  bly,  and  even  powerfully  maintained  the  barrier, 
"  as  you  will  have  read  in  the  public  papers.     We 
"  have  here  a  multitude  of  perfons  whofe  only  aim 
**  is  confufion.     Their  audacious  turbulence  awes 
**  the  timid,  alarms  the  prudent,  hurries  away  the 
"  impetuous,  and  rallies  the  faftious.     It  was  ne- 
"  ceflary  to  form,  to  guide,  to  render  viftorious  a 
"  truly  monarchical   party,    which   was   not  eafy 
"  in  a  nation  fo  fickle,   which  does   nothing   but 
"  by  the  impulfe  of  the  moment,  or  at  the  die* 
"  tates  of  fafliion.     Now  the  fafhion  of  this  day 
"  is  licentioufnefs  and  anarchy  **."     The  prevalence 
of  this  difpofition  was  fuch  that  l\e  was  led  to  appre- 
hend it  would  terminate  in  a  civil  virar.     In  a  fub« 
fequent  letter  he  fays,    "  You   muft  fuppofe,  my  4th  Aug. 
"  dear  friend,  that  my  career  becomes  daily  more 
"  perilous.      In  the  firft  place,  I  never  had  any 
''  faith  in  the  poffibility  of  effefting  a  great  revo- 
"  lution  without  bloodfhed;  and  I  no  longer  en- 
"  tertain  a  hope  but  that  the  internal  fermentation, 
"  combined  with  intrigues,  will   occafion,  a   civil 
"  war ;  I  am  not  clear  that  fuch  an  event  is  not  a 
"  neceffary  evil.*'     It  is  probable,  that  at  the  time 
he  wrote  this  his  treaty  with  the  king  met  with 
fome  obftacles,  as  in  another  part  of  the  letter  he 
fays,  *'  The  miniftry,  equally  treacherous  and  bafe, 
"  cannot,  even  for  their  own  fafety,  forgive  me  for 
**  having   rendered   fome    fervices   to   the  nation. 
"  The  throne  has  neither  conception,  judgment, 
"  or  free-wilL     The  people,  ignorant  and  anarchi- 
"  cal,  float   at    the   diferetion    of   every  political, 
"  juggler,  and  of  their  own  illufions  %" 

^  .Lettres  a  Mauvillon,  p.  510. 
•  Idem,  p.  517.  518. 
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isvcuipatcd      It  IS  poiiible  that  lome  poruon  ot  jeaJoury  telt  by 
by  Chaic-    the  miniftry  might  arife  from  the  return  of  Orleansj 
and  a  fufpicion  that  the   connexion  between  hini 
and   Mirabeau   would   be  renewed.      This   migbt 
originate  from  their  bemg  jointly  implicated  in  the 
charge  of  confpiracy  on  the  fifth  of  Oftober,  and 
the  prefumpdon  that  they  muft  unite  in  their  de- 
7tb  Aug.    fence-     Of  this,  howev'cr^  there  is  no  appearance* 
When  Boucher   d'Argis    made   his  report   to  ihe 
aflembly,  Mirabeau  was  in  the  frame  of  mind  which 
induced  him  to  write  the  letter  mentioned  above* 
30th  Sept,  Before  the  Chatelet  had  delivered  in  their  accula- 
tion,  Necker   had  retired,  and  as  no   impediment 
remained,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Mirabeau  had 
made  his  bargain  with  the  courts  and  was  conle- 
quently  under  no  apprehenfions  of  the  event  of  this 
Acquitted  proceeding.     To  this  muft  be  attributed  the  pheno- 
by  the  af-  menon  of  Mauri*s  undertaking  his  defence,  and  the 
^^  ^*     flight  oppofition  made  to  the  \^ote  of  exculpation 
wmch  could  not  apply  to  Mirabeau  without  extend- 
ing to  Orleans  alfo ",     Mirabeau's  guilt  is  ftronglf 
apparent  in  the  depofitions  in  the  Chatelet  as  pub- 
lifhed,  but  that  part  can  aSbrd  only  very  imperiecl 
information,  as   the  more  important  examinations 
were  not  committed  to  the  prefs.     It  is  faid  they  are 
prefer ved,  and  will  at  fome  future  time  appear  % 
Bribed  by       Mirabeau  had  now  entirely  diflblved  his  connexion 
tlie  couit.  ^i^h  Orleans,  though  he  found  it  neceffary  to  main- 
tain an  appearance  of  cordiality  with  him,  and  even 
to  attach  himfelf  to  the  Lameths,  and  fome  other 
leaders  of  the  Jacobins^  in  order  to  counterbalance 
the  influence  of  la  Fayette,  of  whofe  duplicity  and 
ambition  he  was  juftly  apprehenfive  \     Senfible  of 
the  diforganizing  power  which  Orleans,  by  dint  or 

*>  Debate).     Hiftorics.     Coniuj-atiofi  dt  d'Orleant,  vqU  iii-  P**'' 
el  feq.     Anecdotes  du  Rcgiic  dt  Louis  XVI,  vol,  vi.  p.  4+1' 
Orleans* 
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comipfaoxi,  had  acquired  m  the  army,  JVurabea 
propofed  the  bold  but  falutary  meafure  of  difbandin; 
the  whole  military  body,  and  re-eftablifhing  it  ol 
conftiturional  principles.  This  plan  would  not  hav 
been  difagreeable  to  la  Fayette,  but  when  it  wa 
propofed  in  the  aflembly,  mod  of  the  members  wer 
terrified  at  its  audacity,  and  it  was  rejefted  by  al 
parties^.  The  price  Mirabeau  received  from  th 
crown  for  his  fervices  was  fix  hundred  thoufani 
livres  (26,250/.)  in  prompt  payment,  and  an  allow 
ance  of  fifty  thoufand  livres  (2187/.)  a-month* 
The  king  had  much  repugnance  to  overcome  befor 
he  could  repofe  an  entire  confidence  in  Mirabeau,  o 
rcfolve  to  rely  on  a  man  of  his  charafter  *,  but  th 
marquis  de  Bouille  ;  to  whom  Mirabeau's  junftioj 
with  the  court  was  communicated,  was  immediatel 
fenfible  of  its  beneficial  tendency.  He  was  of  opi 
nion  that  the  genius,  talents,  and  firmnefs  of  Mira 
beau  were  equal  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  emergency 
and  that  if  any  man  could  fave  the  king  ani 
monarchy  it  was  he*'.  The  following  comparifo: 
between  the  characters  of  Mirabeau  and  la  Fayett 
is  fo  fagacious  and  juft,  that  I  give  it  in  M.  d 
Bouille's  owii  words :  *'  It  will  appear  aftonifhtng 
^  without  doubt,  that  I  (hould  a6t  with  fo  muc 
**  confidence  towards  Mirabeau,  when  my  condui 
•*  towards  la  Fayette  was  marked  with  fuch  diftrufl 
"  The  reafon  is  obvious ;  avarice  and  ambition  wer 
"  the  reigning  paflions  of  the  former,  and  thel 
"  the  king  could  amply  gratify  when  re-feated  o 
•'  his  throne :  now  I  very  well  knew  that  Mirabea 
"  poffefled  too  much  difcernment  not  to  perceiv 
"  that  the  gratitude  and  favours  of  a  prince,  whor 
**  he  (hould  have  contributed  to  reftore  to  hi 
"  power  and  authority,  were  much  to  be  preferre 
"  to  popular  favour,  and  the  temporary  fituation  c 

«  Bouille'i  Memoirs,  p.  174.»     Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p,  170, 
*  Bouill6*s  Memoirs,  [>•  9^77.  *  Idem,  p..a75. 
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**  leader  of  a  party.  La  Fayette,  on  the  contrary, 
«<  was  an  enthufiaft,  and  intoxicated  with  felf-love; 
•*  whofe  price  could  neither  be  known  or  reached ; 
*^  a  defcription  of  men  at  all  times  dangerous,  but 
*'  particularly  fo  during  a  revolution  ^^* 
Mira-  The  plan  which  Mirabeau  propofed  to  adopt  for 

*»«•"'•  reftoring  the  king  to  liberty  and  political  import- 
'  °  *  ance,  and  the  means  and  refources  he  poffefled  for 
putting  it  in  execution,  are  thus  faithfully  difplayed 
by  the  fame  candid  and  judicious  author : — ^^  The 
•*  intention  of  Mirabeau  was  to  procure  the  diffo- 
*'  lution  of  the  affembly  and  the  liberty  of  the  king, 
*'  by  the  force  and  will  of  the  nation  itfelf  j  efta- 
**  blifhing  this  principle,  that  the  reprefentatives  of 
*'  the  people  at  this  affembly  were  not  poffefled  of 
^'  the  powers  necelTary  to  make  a  change  in  the  an- 
*'  cient  conftitution,  luch  a  meafure  being  contrary 
*'  to  the  inftruftions  given  by  all  the  provinces  to 
**  the  deputies  fent  by  them  to  the  llates-general, 
^^  which  inftrudions  had  neither  been  altered  nor 
**  revoked  j  and  that  the  king,  being  deprived  of 
^^  his  perfonal  liberty,  could  not  invefl  with  his 
^^  authority  the  new  laws  that  had  been  enacted. 
*•  The  validity  of  this  objeftion  being  admitted,  be 
**  then  intended  to  procure  addreffes  from  the  dif- 
**  ferent  departments,  praying  that  the  prefent  af- 
**  fembly  might  be  diffolved  ;  a  new  one  convoked, 
•'  with  the  powers  requifite  for  making  fuch  alter- 
**  ations  in  the  conftitution  as  ihould  appear  necef- 
'  *'  fary  ;  and  that  the  king  fliould  be  reftored  to  his 
^^  liberty,  and  the  enjoyment  of  a  reafonable  au- 
**  thority.  Thefe  addreffes  were  to  be  fupported 
*«  by  the  people  of  Paris,  whom  Mirabeau  feemed 
**  to  think  at  his  difpofal,  when  he  fhould  have  re- 
**  moved  fome  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Jacobin 
**  faftion,  whom  he  had  already  denounced  to  the 
*^  affembly.     Mirabeau  reckoned  fix-and-thirty  de- 

^  BomUIc's  Memoirti  p.iSi. 


r  paiitm^ts  .whofe  conduft  he  could  dired,  and  I 
^*  iiiyfelf  could  depend  upon  fix ;  b^fides,  as  I  have 
.**  already;  obferved,  there  was  hardly  a  department 
"in  the,  kingdom  which  was  not  well  affefted  to 
."  the  royal  caufe,     MjrE^beau  was  further. to  deliver 
"  to  me  the  king, and  royal  family  either  at  Com* 
"  peigne  or  at  Fontainbleau,  where  I  fhould  have 
"  furrounded.  them  with  my  bcft  troops ""/'      In 
this  whole  plan  there  was   no  violence  meditated 
either  againft   the   affembly   or    individuals ;    the 
peopte  were  to  be  reforted  to  that .  they  might  re- 
medy the  evils  which  an  ufurping  body  had  com- 
mitted in  their  name.     Nor  could  it  with  propriety 
be  termed  a  counter-revolution,  but  merely  a  cor- 
reftive  meafure,  tending  to  reftrain  the  vices  and 
defefts  which  had  originated  in  raflmefs,  violence, 
and  ignorance.     A  new  affembly,  duly  eleded  and 
authorized  for  the  purpofe,   could  have  framed  a 
conftitution  with  greater  probability  of  fuccefs  than 
that  which  al|"eady  ^xifted.     Obtaining  their  autho- 
rity without  a  ftruggle,  they  would  have  proceeded 
to  bufmefs  without  rancour,  and  inftead  of  deftroy- 
ing  every  thing  without  referve,  they  would  have 
endeavoured  to  combine  exifting  laws  and  eftablifli- 
ments  with  ftich  reforms  as  the  difpofition  of  the 
people  and   the  neceffity  of  the  times  fuggefted. 
Enlightened  by  the  experience  of  their  predeceffors, 
they  would  have  avoided  their  faults ;  while  from  a 
contemplation  of  the  danger  into  which  the  king- 
dom had  been  plunged  by  precipitation,  jealoufy, 
^d  party-fpirit,  they  wou^d  have  learned  modera^ 
tion,  forbearance,  and  moitual  confidence.     Thus 
the  firft  national  affembly  would  not  have  exifted  in 
vain,  and  the  few  principled  members  of  it  who  fur- 
vive  the  wreck  of  the  times  would  not  be  under  the 
neceffity  of  lamenting  that  they  have  been  uninten- 
tionally acceffary  to  the  deftruftion  of  their  fove- 

^  BouilU's  Memoirs^  p.  ayi* 
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reign^  the  extirpadon  of  religion,  the  enflaviiig  ol 
their  country,  and  the  conflagration  of  Europe- 
Hii  excr*  Mirabeau  applied  the  whole  force  of  his  gemu* 
and  all  the  energy  of  his  indefatigable  mind  to  give 
cffeft  to  this  new  plan,  in  the  refult  of  which  he  es- 
pefted  to  be  prime  minifter.  Ha  ufed  all  his  efforts 
to  difunite  the  prevailing  fafHonsj  and  make  them 
jealous  of  and  odious  to  each  other.  He  had  at- 
tached to  himfelf  the  Lameths,  Bamave  his  former 
rival  in  eloquence,  and  Duport  ^',  There  is  reafon 
to  fnppofe  that  Mirabeau  alfo  made  fome  attempts 
to  conciliate  la  Fayette  ;  this  might  be  diftated 
either  by  hope  or  fear  j  there  was  reafon  to  appi^ 
hend  that  the  general  had  by  fome  means  obtained 
a  knowledge  oi  the  projefl,  and  had,  at  his  o^ti  de- 
lire,  had  a  conference  of  three  hours  with  MirabeaUi 
at  the  houfe  of  Emery,  deputy  for  Metz,  who  wan 
confidant  of  la  Fayette  ^  From  the  union  of  two 
fuch  men,  had  it  been  poflible,  the  greateft  advan- 
tages might  have  been  derived  ;  but  la  Fayette,  H* 
mi  ted  in  his  talents  though  unbounded  in  his  ambi- 
tion and  vanity,  could  not  have  borne  the  near  ap' 
proach  of  a  mind  fo  nmch  his  fuperior,  or  have  con- 
fented  to  embrace  fo  grand  a  plan,  from  the  execu* 
tion  of  which  hypocrify,  petty  intrigue,  and  trivial 
manoeuvre  muft  have  bten  baniflied.  To  ftrengthen 
his  own  party  was  among  Mirabeau's  greateft  eflbrts* 
He  was  defirous  of  forming  a  connexion  with  per- 
fons  of  talents,  and  of  employing  them  in  fuch  J 
manner  as  to  give  effect  and  vigour  to  a  new  fyftem 
and  a  new  adminiftration.  Among  others  fo  applifi*i 
to  was  Dumourifez,  who  undertook  the  embaffy  ^^ 
Pruflia,  and  feems  to  have  entered  cordially  int^ 
Mirabeau's  interefts-  Mirabeau  alfo  made  due  p^^ 
parations  to  fecure  the  approbation  of  foreign  courts, 
and  proper  advances  to  minifters :  even  count  Hertfr 
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berg^  tbie  Ffuffian  mkufter,  though  Mirabeau  hated 
faim,  was  comidim^iiled  with  numerous  confult- 
otions  ^ 

Daring  tfaefe  tranfa^onsj  Mirabeau  was  not  In-  in  the 
attcntiv^e  to  his  duties  in  the  affembly,  where  the  de-  ^^^^^^y^- 
bates  generally  turned  on  fome  articles  of  the  con- 
flitodon,  in  which  he  interefted  hiinielf  in  propor- 
tion to  their  magnitude,  but  avoided  a  mode  of 
condud  fo  decifive  as  to  alarm  the  one,  or  injure 
the  other  paf  ty.  He  was  eleded  one  of  the  admi- 
niftrators  of  the  departmient  of  Paris,  which  gave 
him  a  r%ht  to  command  the  municipality,  and  drew  . 
up  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  ftrongly  recommended 
obedience  to  the  law,  and  fubmiffion  to  authority  \ 
He  was  elevated  to  the  prefident's  chair,  which  he  *9tl'  Ja»- 
filled  with  dignity  and  moderation.  He  diftinguiflied  loth  Feb. 
his  prefidency  by  the  anfwer  he  gave  to  a  deputation 
of  qudters,  who  reqiured  permiffion  to  abftain  from 
military  doty,  as  it  wsts  repugnant  to  their  religious 
tenets.  Mirabeau's  anfwer  is  one  of  thofe  fpecimens 
of  fubtSty  which  rarely  occur  :  it  refiifes  the  requeft 
of  the  petitioners,  without  leaving  them  reafon  to 
complaii^  or  the  power  of  renewing  their  fuppli* 
cation;  smd  invalidates  the  reafoning  of  the  peti- 
tion, without  throwing  difgrace  or  blame  on  the 
petitioners  '.  The  laft  words  pronounced  by  Mira- 
beau in  the  tribune  were  thefe : — "  I  will  oppofe 
"  the  fedtious ;  I  will  combat  them,  of  whatever 
*«  party  or  on  whatever  fide  they  may  be  '.'* 

Converfing  with  Dumouriez   on  afiairs   of  the  HJsfudden 
utnuA  importance,  the  charafter  of  count  Hertz-  ^^^^^^ 
berg  became  the  fubjed  of  difcuffion.    ^'  This  old 

F  Life  of  Dumovriezt  vol.  ii.  p.  its*  Among  Mirabeau's  motives 
for  diiliking  count  Hertaberg,  may  bt  reckoned  the  pride  of  author- 
Ihip.  The  count  had  produced^  a  criticifm  on  the  Hiftoire  de  la 
Monarchic  Pruflienne  wiikh  l)ighly  offended  Mirabeau.  See  Lettres 
a  Mauvillon^  p.  450.  515. 
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^<  fox  (faid  MIrabeau)  is  furrounded  by  a  chaplet 
><  of  obftrudions,  and  attad&ed  at  the  fame  time  by 
**  at  lead  five  or  fix  maladies,  all  of  which  are  mor- 
^^  tal ;  and  yet  he  is  continually  broaching  new 
>'  projeAs,  as  if  he  were  to  live  a  hundred  years; 
^'  while  in  fad  one  of  the  fsttal  fifters  has  her  fciflars 
"  ready  to  cut  the  thread  tjiat  holds  fufpended  over 

id  April.  <«  his  head  the  fword  of  Damocles.**  In  four  days 
Mirabeau  himfelf  was  no  more  * ! 

soth  Mar.  When  his  ilhiefs  was  announced^  all  Paris  vm  in 
confternation  and  alarm :  his  door  was  crowded 
with  inquirers,  and  the  king  himfelf  fent  for  in- 
formation of  the  ftate  of  his  health.  He  fuffered  the 
ncutell  pains  without  betraying  any  unmanly  fymp- 
toms  of  alarm  or  anguifh.  He  converfed  with  his 
friends,  and  delivered  to  Talleyrand  Perigord  a 
fpeech  which  he  had  compofed  on  the  law  then  agi- 
tated in  the  aflembly  refpefting  teftamentary  devifes. 
"  It  will  be  a  remarkable  circumftance  (he  M) 
"  that  the  man  who  offers  them  this,  his  laft  tii- 
•'  bute,  prepared  it  immediately  after  making  his 
"  own  will "."  He  appeared  to  feel  fome  regret  at 
quitting  life,  juft  when  he  was  about  to  have  com- 
menced an  ufeful  and  truly  glorious  career;  and 
he  predidted,  that  with  him  the  French  monarchy 
would  expire ''. 

Suppofed        The  fuppofed  caufe  of  Mirabeau's  death  was  a 

foncd.^^ '  gathering  occafioned  by  the  ftoppage  of  an  iffue: 
nis  heart  was  dried  up,  and  a  mortification  bad 
taken  place  in  his  inteftines.  Such  was  the  prods 
verbal  publifhed  by  the  furgeons  who  opened  him  ^ 
The  people  of  Paris  fufpefted  that  the  days  of  their 
favourite  hiaid  been  ihortened  by  poifon.  All  au- 
thors who  have  written  on  Mirabeiau's  death  have 
mentioned  this  fuppofltion  with  differ^t  degrees  of 

«  Life  of  Dumouriez,  vol,  ii.  p.  119. 

»  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.vi.  p.  17s. 
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acquiefcence  or  dilbelief.  I  am  of  opinion  that  ti 
fka,  fo  far  as  it  can  be  decided  by  probability,  a 
pears  almoft  certain.  The  crirical  period  at  whi< 
Mirabeau  was  carried  off;  the  laft  words  he  utter 
in  the  tribune,  fo  well  calculated  to  ftrike  tern 
and  infufe  defperate  rejblutions  in  the  party  he.  hj 
relinquifhed,  naturally  gave  birth  to  fufpicion  :  tl 
extent  of  the  projeft  iii  which  he  was  embarked  ii 
plied  a  neceffity  for  a  diffufe  confidence,  and  0 
lieans,  who  had  his  fpies  and  agents  every  whei 
could  not  fail  of  obtaining  information,  if  not  of  ti 
whole  drcumftances,  at  leaft  of  the  leading  featur 
of  a  plan  which  threatened  entire  deftruftioh  to  ; 
thofe  fchemes  of  ambition  and  revenge,  in  purfi 
of  which  he  had  ruined  his  fortune,  and  expofi 
himfelf  to  every  danger.  No  man  was  fo  likely 
Orleans  to  ieffeft  the  death  of  a  dangerous  oppone 
by  violence  of  any  kind,  but  in  the  prefent  cafe  p( 
fon  was  the  moft  eafy  and  effectual  method,  I  a 
not  qualified  to  difcufs  chirurgically  or  medical 
the  probability  of  the  caufe  which  was  fuppofed 
have  occafioned  Mirabeau's  death  operating  by  fu( 
means  as  an  acute  excruciating  agony,  terminatii 
an  illnef^  of  three  days  by  paralytica!  affedions,  ai 
an  incapacity  to  fpeak,  though  the  power  of  writh 
remained  till  almoft  his  hft  moment*.  The  fufj 
dons  of  the  people  were  appeafed  by  the  report 
the  furgeons  who  opened jhe  body;  but  the  repoi 
of  furgeons  are  not  always  true,  and  the  circui 
ftances  on  this  occafion  afforded  juft  ground  I 
continued  fufpicion.  Sixty  furgeons  trere  chof 
from  the  different  feftions  of  Paris  to  attend  on  t 
occafion;  few  of  them,  as  they  afterwards  co 
feffed,'  approached  the  body  fo  as  to  examine  it  n 
nutely ;  and  there  was  a  mob  of  above  one  hu 
dred  thoufand  perfons  collefted,  vowing  vengean 
if  it  fliould  be  difcovered  that  Mirabeau*s  days  h 
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been  abridged  oy  treacnery.  unceram  agvmt 
whom  the  popular  violence  might  be  direded*  it  is 
not  wonderful  if  thefefurgeons  made  a  report  contrary 
to  their  conviftion,  and  fuppreffed  fymjxoms  which 
might  have  led  to  doubts,  if  not  certaiacies  of  the 
&L&  *•  But  even  fupp<^mg  the  furseons  to  have 
declared  faithfully  the  refult  of  their  experiment, 
it  feems  that  diifedion  does  not  always  afi^rd  deci- 
five  proof  on  the  fubjedk ,  and  fufpicion,  ftrongly 
founded  on  the  political  crifis  at  wluch  he  died»  is 
left  to  point  out  as  her  obje^  thofe  whofe  confer 
quence  would  be  diminiOied^  and  whofe  fcbemes 
would  be  thwarted  by  his  newly-adopted  politics  ^ 
His  death,  however,  was  the  greateft  political  mif* 
fortune  that  could  have  occurred  to  France.  The 
aflembly  immediately  loft  it3  fmall  (hare  of  reiped^ 
ability,  the  proceedings  of  the  clubs  affumed  an 
unexampled  audacity,  and  a  multitude  (^  crawling 
reptiles  became  confpicuous  and  noxious,  whom 
die  blaze  of  Mirabeau's  genius  would  at  pleafute 
have  driven  back  to  the  caves  of  ignominy  and  ob« 
fcurity. 
Funeral        When  Miiabcau's  deaiih  was  p\^)ltcly  known, 

burnout  »  g^^^^  «g^e^  ^*»  ^eftifi«<l  W  aU.  ranks  of 
ijonowrt.  people.  The  theatres  were  (hut,  the  fleets  lowered 
their  topHauls,  and  every  thing  wcH'e  the  appearance 
of  public  calamity,  M,  Comps,  his  fecretary,  was 
fo  affcfted  that  he  attempted  to  flab  himfelf  with  a 
j^enknife,  but  was  faved.  The  news  occafioned  in 
the  national  aiflembly  a  general  exclamation  of  grief* 
It  was  immediately  decreed,  that  the  members  ihould 
go  into  mourning  ;  the  members  of  the  department, 
-and  of  the  municipality  of  Earis,  followed  their 
example  j  and  it  fpread  all  over  France.  In  a  few 
hours  after  his  death*,  the  people  changed  the  nanie 
pf  the  ftreet  where  he  had  refided,  from  Rue  de  la 
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Chaupe  drAnnn^  to  Rue  dt.Mirabeau*  After  mUcb 
deliberation^  and  prop^fak  to  bury  him  at  Saint 
Denis  in  company  with  the  kiifigs  of  France^  and  in 
the  Champ  de  Mtirs  under  the  national  altar,  it  was 
decreed  that  the  church  of  Saint  Genevieve  fhould 
be  a  receptacle  for  the  remains^  of  ilhiftrious  men^ 
and  that  Mirabeau  fbould  firft  have  the  honout  of 
being  placed  there.  It  was  decreed  that  the  whde 
national  aifembly  fhouM  attend  his  funeral.  Tlie 
retinue  extended  to  the  laigth  df  a  league,  though 
the  national  guard  formed  a  front  df  fifteen  deep. 
All  the  ci^l  and  military  bodies  attended,  as  did  the 
king's  nrinifters.  His  co€in^  inftead  of  a  marquis's 
coronet,  which  his  rank  would  havre  required  before 
the  abolition  of  nobility^  was  adorned  with  a  civic 
crown  decreed  by  the  country^  No  found  was 
heard,  fave  muffled  drums,  melancholy  martial  mu^ 
fie,  and  occafional  difcharges  of  artillery.  His 
funeral  oration^  a  fplendid  compofition,  was  deli« 
vered  by  Cerutti.  The  buft  of  Mirabeau  was 
placed  in  the  halls  of  moft  of  the  municipalities  and 
polidcal  clubs  throughout  the  kingdom.  In  many 
provincial  towns  and  cities,  as  Bourdeaux,  Verfailles, 
Bayeux,  and  Bagneux,  funeral  fervices  were  cele« 
brated  to  his  memory.  At  Bagneux  the  concourfe 
of  people  was  fo  great,  that  feveral  of  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  were  abfolutely  ftripped  of  thehr  in- 
habitants; in  the  town  only  feven  infirm  perfons 
were  left  at  home,  and  that  (fays  my  author)  only 
becaufe  they  could  get  nobody  to  carry  them*'. 
At  Lefneven,  near  Bred,  an  image  of  Mirabeau  was  . 
cut  in  wood,  and  placed  on  a  pedeftal  in  a  public 
fquare,  for  inauguration:  there  was  a  civic  feaftj 
the  Marfeillois  hymn  was  chanted,  and,  at  a  given 
word,  the  people,  the  municipal  officers,  the  juftices 
of  peace,  and  the  national  guards,  fejl  proftrate, 

^  Anecdotes  do  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  173  to  ^79. 
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and,  ivith  a  new  kind  of  idolatry,  paid  their  homage 
to  Mirabeau"*.  Funeral  orations  and  poems  of 
every  defcription  were  publiibed  in  abundance  ; 
more  than  one  collection  was  made  of  his  fpeeches  * ; 
Manuel  fraudulently  publifhed  his  letters  written 
while  in  the  caftle  of  Vincennes ;  and  his  letters, 
to  Mauvillon  and  Chamfort  have  fmce  been  com- 
mitted to  the  prefs. 

Mirabeau  made  a  will,  in  which  he  left  feveraL 
confiderable  bequefts,  yet  he  died  infolvent.  It  is 
probable  that  his  effisds  were  immediately  diftri- 
buted,  and  his  coUedtion  of  books,  &c.  never  fold^ 
Some  of  his  creditors  endeavoured  to  pofTefs  them? 
felves  of  the  letters  which  Manuel  had  printed  and 
was  about  to  pubUih  ^  but  were  at  length  obliged  ro 
apply  to  the  legiflative  affismbly^  which,  after  feveral 
debates,  decreed  that  his  debts  flidi^ld  be  paid  by  the 
public  ^ 

A  fhort  period  fubverted  the  fragii  edifice  of 
Mirabeau's  popularity.  As  a  friend  to  monarchy 
he  firft  encountered  the  fury  of  the  mob.  After 
the  ftorminff  of  the  Tuilleries,  his  bufts  were  de- 
voted to  deftruftion,  together  with  thofe  of  la  Fay- 
Scpt.i79».  QHQ  andNecker*".  As  the  principles  of  republic- 
anifm  were  more  generally  adopted,  the  refpeft  for. 
Mirabeau  decreafed,  the  ftreet  named  after  him  wa$» 
when  general  Montefquiou  had  over-run  Savoy, 
new  named  Rt^e  de  Mont  BlancK  In  the  celcr 
brated  iron  clofet  feveral  papers  were  found,  or 
pretended  to  have  been  found,  certifying  Mirabeau'^ 
connexion  with  the  court.     They  were  produced  at 


jith  Aug. 

Pofthu- 
inous  in> 
iults. 


«*  Barruers  H'lflory  of  the  Clergy,  Part  II.  p.  4.7. 

*  The  only  means  an  Englifh  reailcr,  unacquainte/d  with  ihc  French 
language,  can  have  of  eftimating  Mirabeau^s  eloquence,  are  fupplied 
by  an  admirable  trandation  of  his  Speeehts,  made  by  James  MThite, 
Efquire. 
*  f  See  Manuel. 

See  Debates  «4.th  and  lytb  0£lober,  and  3d  November  179I4  and 
^ith  January  1792. 
>  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.ii.  p.  115. 

\  Peltier's  latePifturc  of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  116. 
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the  king^s  trial,  and  denied  by  him,  and  there  are 
ftrong  reafons,  from  internal  evidence,  to  confider 
them  forgeries,  though  the  fads  inferred  happened 
to  be  true.  When  the  rage  of  republicanifm  was  *5th  Not. 
at  its  greateft  height,  Chenier  the  poet,  in  the  name  '^'** 
of  the  committee  of  public  inftru^on,  pr^fented  a 
report  to  the  convention,  in  which  thefe  letters  were 
recited.  It  formed  the  bafis  of  a  decree  that  the 
remains  of  Mirabeau  fhould  be  taken  from  the 
Pantheon,  and  thofe  of  Marat  placed  there  in.  his 
ftead  ^.  The  execution  of  this  abfurd  decree  (ab- 
furd  as  to  the  latter  part  at  icaft)  is  not  to  be  re- 
corded amongft  the  difgraces  of  the  age  of  terror, 
it  was  referved  tp  ftigmatize  the  pretended  age  of 
moderation.  It  was  not  carried  into  effeft  till  fome 
months  after  the  fall  of  Robefpierre  \ 

Mirabeau's  features  were  harfli,  and  his  perfon  Pcrfon  ani ' 
clumfy.     His  head,  which  was  uncommonly  large,  "**"»"*' 
feemed  to    be  wedged  in  between    his  enormous 
flioulders,  and  his  body  and  limbs  formed  a  thick 
unihaped  mafs.     Yjet  when  he  applied  his  talents  to 
feduQion,  he  was  more  fuccefsful  than  many  others, 
whofe  perfonal  attraftions  feem    much    greater". 
After  the  fa£ts  contained  in  the  preceding  narrative, 
it-is  unnecjeflary  to  defcant  on  his  charaSer  as  fon 
and  hufband.     Heisfaid  to  have  been  extremely 
choleric,   and  even  brutal  in  the  regulation  of  his 
femily,    frequently    defcending    to    the    cowardly 
meannefs  of  ftriking  his  own  fervants".     As  an  Talents     • 
author  be  derived  much  of  his  fuccefs  from  his  art  ^J  ""/*** 
in  always  writing  on  the  topic  which  created  the     ^* 
greateft  Ihare  of  momentary  intereft.     He  was  not         ^ 
diligent  in  the  feleftion  of  materials,  frequently  re- 
lying on  the  labours  qi  his  friends,.as  Mauvillon  and 
Chamfort,  and  often  adopting  without  refcrye  a^ 

^  Debates.     Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  384. 
*  Mlfs  Williams*8  Letters  in  1794.,  vol.iv.  p.  tot 
°  Moorc*8  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  «ii.     Pages,  vol,  i.  p.  389.     Conjura-^ 
t»oo  de  d'Orleans,  vol.i.  p.  113. 
"   Coi)))jiaiioo  de  ^^Orleans,  vol.  i.  p.  a  14. 

much 


tor 


jgr  MIR  ABE  A U. 

much  as  fuited  his  fiibfd£t^  from  the  works  of  other 
authors^  ehher  ancient  or  cotemporary  ^  What 
he  received  and  what  he  feledled  he  made  his  own 
by  the  force  of  his  genius,  the  propriety  of  his  ar- 
rangement, the  beauties  of  his  ftyle,  and  th,e  de- 
gance  of  his  ornaments.  He  had  an  exalted  opinion 
of  his  own  abilities,  relied  on  the  favourable  judg- 
ment of  pofterity,  and  difdained  his  cotemporaries. 
*^  No  bankruptcy,"  he  fays  in  a  letter  to  Mau- 
villon,  **  is  the  produftion  of  Meflrs.  Claviere  and 
**  Brifibt  de  Warville.  Your  German  critics  muft 
**  be  miferable  tafters,  to  miftake  the  brewings  of 
Atanora-  «  thcfe  gentry  for  my  wine^.'*  His  voice  was 
**"  forcible,  loud,  and  commanding,  except  when  he 

was  agitated  by  pafTion,  then  it  occafionally  affumed 
the  depth  and  compafs  of  Stentor,  and  fometimes  by 
a  fudden  tranfition  was  brought  to  refemble  the 
treble  firing  of  a  violin  fqueaking  under  the  bow  ^. 
He  had  great  rhetorical  talents,  and  could  employ 
them  on  fudden  emergencies,  and  in  all  directions* 
This,  in  popular  aifemblies,  rendered  him  almoft  ir« 
refiftible.  He  never  defpaired  of  turning  the  de- 
bate. His  vidories  were  always  fplendid,  his 
defeats  never  ignominious.  He  never  appeared 
vanquifhed,  and  no  man  could  aifume  a  triumph 
over  him.  His  talents  for  repartee,  joined  to  his 
powers  of  reafoning,  enabled  him  with  equal  £uu- 
lity  to  difconcert  his  opponents  with  farcafm,  or 
retute  them  by  force  of  argument,  while  the  great- 
nefs  of  his'  abilities  and  his  fudden  command  of 
them  enabled  him,  if  any  of  his  co-adjutors  ap- 
proached him,  fo  as  to  be  thought  competitors,  by 
a  little  effort  to  throw  them  back  to  their  original  and 
Ajtpoii.  natural  diftance'.      To  appreciate  Mirabeau  as  a 

»  See  a  remarkable  inftance  in  Wilde's  Addrefs  to  the  Friends  of 
the  People,  p.  us* 
P  JLettres  a  Mauvillon,  p.  440. 
n  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  i.  p.  113. 
r  Wilde^s  AddrefS}  p.  104.  106.     Moore*t  Vicw»  vol.  ii.  p.sii. 
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politician,  it  will  be  more  proper  to  furvey  the  end 
than  the  earlier  part  of  his  career.  In  his  ftruggle 
for  power,  he  difgraced  himfelf  by  many  violences 
and  exceffes,  for  which  a  prifon  or  a  fcaffold  would 
have  he&a  the  deferved  punifliment.  When  he  had 
attained  the  objeft  of  his  ambition,  when  wealth, 
refpeft,  and  nobility  *  became  his  own,  he  wa5 
defirous  to  tread  back  the  fleps  he  had  taken,  and 
to  eilabliih  a  more  fplendid  reputation,  as  well  as  a 
more  permanent  authority.  Awake  from  the  dream 
of  popular  frenzy  and  recovered  from  the  delufions 
of  illaminUm,  he  might  have  rendered  the  moft 
conspicuous  and  efleixtial  fervices  to  his  country,  and 
to  the  world.  From  his  deceafe  we  may  date  the 
rafod  declenfion  of  royalty,  and  the  audacious  di£» 
piay  of  diforganizing  politics  purfued  by  the  de« 
magogues  of  France. 

« Mimbeau  wa«  not  friendly  to  the  decree  for  abolifliing  titlet*  armo« 
rial  b«aring8,  &c,  He  thus  exprelTes  himfelf:  **  It  it  the  moft  diffi-^ 
<*  cult  of  )iH  andertakitigS)  toerafefrom  the  human  heart  the  influence 
"  of  rfcoUcaioiiB.  ^r^e  nobility  is,  for  this  reafon,  a  propeity,  no 
**  lefs  iadeftruflibld  than  facred.  Forma  may  vary»  but  the  woHhi^ 
<'  will  ever  continue.  Let  every  man  be  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 
**  l«t  every  monopoly  difappear^  all  elfe  is  but  changing  the  o^^  of 
ff  human  vaj^iiy.*'    (^ettret  i  M«)ivilloD,  p,  siy. 


JAQUES     NECKER. 


/Is  Necker  is  generally  confidered  one  of  tht 
^  principal  authors  of  the  French  revolution,  his 
tondu6):  and  views  have  been  examined  and  (criticifed 
with  fingular  afperity*  On  one  hand,  thofe  who 
have  fuflered  by  the  revolution,  and  attribute  tohitn 
all  the  evils  they  complain  of,  are  inceOant  and 
intemperate  in  their  reproaches;  while  thofe  who 
think  his  reforms  too  much  reftri£ted,  and  his 
views  in  many  refpects  too  confined,  and  often 
perfonal,  are  no  lefs  inveterately  his  enemies ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  Necker  priding  himfelf  in 
his  integrity,  and  pofleffing  a  liyle  fufficiently  elo- 
quent, and  much  improved  by  habit ^  has  defended 
his  conduft  in  many  w^orks,  equivalent  in  them- 
felves  to  the  efforts  of  thofe  partilans  whom  intereft 
or  affeftion  might  have  attached  to  him, 
i73»'         Necker   was    born  at   Geneva;    his  father  w^as 

fat7on*^a  "j  P^^^f^'^^''  ^f  *=^^^l  1^^^  ^  ^^^  coUege  there  ^ ;  he  re- 

outfetin     ceived  an  education  much  fuperior  to  that  generally 

life,  given  to  men  intended  for  bufinefs  " ;  but  the  nar- 

rownefs  of  his  circumftances  obliging  him  to  feek 

fome   means  of  gaining   a   fubfiftence   more   pro'* 

mifmg   than  the  walks   of  literature,   he  became 

clerk  to  a  banker  at  Geneva,    at  a  falary  of  fix 

i75«.     hundred  livres  (26/.  5J.)  a-year"".     "While  he  was 

Goes  to     \j^  |}jjg  fituation,  Theluflbn,  the  banker  at  Paris, 

Fans, 

t  Hifloire  Litcrair*  ds  Geneve,  par  Jean  Senebier,  voKiii.  p,  9(>* 
ftc;4*     Anecdot€$  i^u  Regne  de  Louts  XVI.  vol.  v.  p.  t^%^ 
■  Moore's  Vitw,  ttoLj.  p*^7*     Anecdotes,  &c, 
4  Mdoji^^s  Vkwt    BeiUaud't  Mcmoirij  vot,i.  p,  14.51 

wrote 


wrote  to  his  correfpondent  at  Geneva  to  find  h 
a  clerk  to  keep  his  cafh-books;  and  this  cor 
ipond^nt,  who  happened  to  be.  Necker's  '  employ 
recommended  Jiim^.  He  was  retained.at  a  fals 
of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  livres  (52/.  10 
and  gave  fuch  fatisfaftion  by  his  afliduity  and 
telligence,  that  his  emoluments  were  rapidly  raifi 
and  he  was  foon  made  cafcier  *. 

In  this  fituation  he  has  been  accufed  of  fpeculati 
with  the  money  of  his  employers  *,  and  reproach 
with  having  raifed  his  fortune  by  means  far  1 
honourable  •* ;  but  as  no  proof  of  thefe  affertic 
has  ever  been  brought  forward,  I  rather  incline 
the  decifion  of  an  accurate,  obferver,  who  fays,  tl 
**  his  greateft  enemies  have  not  been  able  to  inju 
"  his  reputation  for  probity  %*'  The  embarraffment 
thefinances  of  France,  under  the  adminlftration  oft 
abbe  Terray,  afforded  him  the  means  of  advantageo 
fpeculation ;  and  his  employers,  confcious  of  his  fag 
city  and  of  the  benefits  they  derived  from  his  intel 
gence,  admitted  him  partner  "*•  He  made  a  ve 
large  and  rapid  fortune  by  thefe  fpeculations,  ai 
by  his  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-Inc 
company,  an  interference  equally  fatisfaftory  to  ti 
company  and  the  public,  and  extremely  profital 
to  himfelf.  Yet  it  has  been  afferted,  that  he  ii 
pofed  on  the  company  by  falfe  pretences,  and  fac 
ficed  their  advantage  to  his  own  cupidity  ^ 


y  Bertrand*i  Memoirs.  The  author  of  Anecdotes  du  Regno 
. Louis  XV !•  gives  a  different  account  of  Necker^s  introduflion 
Tbeluflbn  t  he  fays,  that  immediately  on  finifliing  his  educattc 
Meeker  came  to  Paris,  and  was  employed  by  Ifaac  Vernetj  that 
was  fuddenly  difmifled  from  his  houfe,  and  offered  his  fervices 
Theluffony  who  was  the  rival  of  Vernet^s  fucceflbr,  Saladin,  and 
ceived  him  with  no  other  recommendation  than  his  having  been  e 
ployed  by  Vernet,  and  a  few  falfe  pretences,  vol.  v.  p.  14a. 

*,Bertrand'8  Memoirs.     Anecdotes,  &c«  ^  Ibid. 

**'See' Anecdotes,  &c.  vol.  v.  p.  14.4.. 

*  Moore*s  View,  vol.  i.  p.  146. 

^  fiertrand*s  Memoirs.    Anecdotes,  &c.  »  Ibid* 
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Manriet.  WWfc  hc  was  partner  in  the  houfe  of  Thehrffon, 
he  made  his  addrefies  to  a  young  lady  living  with 
madame  Thdui&a  as  companion,  ivhofe  name  wzs 
Sufanna  Curohod.  This  lady  bad  previonfly  ex- 
cited amorous  fenfations  in  the  bofom  of  Gibbon 
the  hiftorian,  which  die  repugnance  of  his  father  to 
the  match,  and  his  own  prudence,  enabled  him  to 
conquer :  he  fpeaks  of  her  wkh  the  warmth  of  a 
lover,  and  wkh  that  eloquence  for  which  he  is  fo 
much  celebrated,  "  The  perfonal  attraflions  of 
**  mademoifeUe  Sufiin  Curchod  were  embelliflied  by 
*'  the  virtues  and  talents  of  the  mind.  Her  fortune 
***  washumble,  but  her  family  was  refpe£lable-  Her 
*^  mother,  a  native  of  France,  had  preferred  her 
**  religion  to  her  country.  The  pTofeffion  of  her 
*^  father  did  not  extinguiih  the  moderation  and  phi- 
**  lolbphy  of  hia  temper,  and  he  lived  content  with 
**  afmall  falary  and  laborious  duty^  in  the  obfcurc 
*^  lot  of  niiniller  of  Craffy,  in  the  mountains  that 
**  feparate  the  Pays  de  Vaud  from  the  county  of 
'^  Burgundy.  In  the  folitude  of  a  fequeftered  vil- 
**  lage  he  beftowed  a  liberal  and  even  learned 
**  education  on  his  only  daughter.  She  furpafled 
*'  his  hopes  by  her  proficiency  in  the  fciences  and 
*'  languages ;  and  in  her  fhort  vifits  to  fome  re- 
"  lations  at  Laufannej  the  wit,  the  beauty,  and 
**  erudition  of  mademoifelle  Curchod  were  die  theme 
**  of  univerfal  applaufe.  The  report  of  fiich  » 
"  prodigy  awakened  my  ciiriofity  ;  I  faw  and  loved' 
*'  I  found  her  learned  without  pedantry,  witty  iH 
*'  converfation,  pure  in  fentimenr,  and  elegant  ifl 
**  manners ;  and  the  firfl  fudden  emotion  ^^ 
**  fortified  by  the  habits  and  knowledge  of  a  nio^^ 
**  familiar  acquaintance*  #  *  *  *  The  minifter  ot 
"  Craffy  foon  afterwards  died;  his  ftipend  died 
**  with  him  ;  his  daughter  retired  to  Geneva,  where, 
*'  by  teaching  young  ladies,  fhe  earned  a  hard  lui^ 
*'  fiilence  for  herfdf  and  her  mother ;  but  in  h^ 
*<  lowefl  dillrefs  fhe  maintained  a  fpotlefs  reptitaiioo 

tt  and 


«  and^  dignihed  behaviour.  A  ncn  banker  or  Pan 
^^  a  citi2^  of  Geneva,  had  the  good  fortune  an 
^<  good  fenfe  to  difcover  and  poflefs  this  ineftimabi 
*^  treafure ;  and  in  the  capital  of  tafte  and  luxui 
^  flie  refifted  the  temptations  of  wealth  as  ihe  ha 
^^  fuftained  the  hardfhips  of  indigence.  «  *  ♦  «  I 
<«  every  change  of  profperity  and  di%race  he  hs 
^^  reclined  on  the  bofom  of  a  faithful  friend ;  an 
^  mademoifelle  Curchod  is  now  the  wife  of  ]V 
**  Necker,  the  minifter,  and,  perhaps,  the  legiflatc 
"  of  the  l^rench  monarchy  ^*' 

On  Necker's  marriage,  his  ihare  in  the  bank  vn 
increafed ;  and,  on  Theluffon's  death,  he  eftablifhe 
a  houfe  of  his  own,  taking  into  partnerfhip  with  hii 
Mefll  Girardot  and  Haller  *.  The  rapidity  of  his  rifi 
and  the  extent  of  his  eftablifhment,  put  it  out  ( 
doubt  that  he  muft  have  been  more  indebted  to  tt 
myfteries  of  ftock-jobbing,  than  to  the  regular  cour 
of  the  banking  bufinefs  for  his  fortune. 

His  reputation  for  financial  knowledge,  aided  b 
a  favoursible  impreffion  he  had.  made  in  fome  literal 
produ^ons,  was  fuch,  that  at  the  period  whe 
France  was  about  to  embark  in  the  American  coi 
teft,  he  was  pointed  out  by  M.  dePezay,  who  hs 
great  influence  with  the  minifter  Maurepas,  as 
proper  perlbn  to  fucceed  M.  de  Clugny,  recentl 
deceaiied,  as  director  of  the  finances ''•  It  is  fai 
by  feveral  writers,  that  he  owed  his  appointment  l 
m  intrigue  anjiongfl:  the  bankers  of  Paris,  wt 
wiihed  to  avail  themfelves  of  his  communicatioi 
during  the  war,  and  to  his  own  urgency  and  pe 
feverance  with  M.  de  Pezay,  who  engaged  M.  c 
Maurepas  in  his  interefts  fo  efFeftually,  as  at  lafl 
vanquifh -every  obflacle^      Necker  was  the  fix 

'  Glbbon^s  Mifcellaneous  Works,  vol.  t.  p.  7), 
s  Anecdotes,  &c. 

•>  Moore's  View,     AncaUtes,  &c.  vol.  v.  p.  153. 
'  Anecdotes,    &c.      Bertrand*8  Memoirs.     Piayfair*8   Hiilorj 
Jacobintfin,  p.  68.     ' 
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proteftant  who,  fince  the  revocation  of  the  edift  of 
Nantz,  had  held  any  important  place  in  the  admi- 
xuftration  of  France  ^ ;  and  fome  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftances  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  contributed 
to  his  elevation.  He  himfelf  attributes  it  wholly  to 
the  deranged  ftate  of  the  finances,  and  the  decline 
,  of  public  fpirit ' ;  but  it  is  not  impoffible  that  it  was 
favoured  by  the  intrigues  alluded  to ;  and  perhaps 
by  a  little  bribery,  which  was  known  to  be  a  fure 
paffport  to  the  favour  of  M.  de  Pezay  ". 
Cowptrol-  But  whatever  might  be  expefted  from  Netker's 
kr  general  ^gjents  and  exertions,  he  had  not  at  firft  accefs  to 
the  king,  a  circumftance  which  impeded  his  de- 
'  figns  and  hurt  his  pride,  but  wl^ch  he  contrived  to 
furmount  by  creating  a  financial  difpute  between 
M.  Taboureau,  the  comptroller-general  of  finances, 
and  himfelf,  which  occafioned  that  minifter  to  retire 
July  1777.  in  difguft,  and  Necker  obtained  his  fituatiop ". 
Even  wh^i  he  had  immediate  communication  with 
the  king,  he  found  great  difficulty  in  efFefting  the 
reforms  he  defired;  He  had  many  prejudices  to  fur- 
'  mount,  and  many  difcordant  interefts  to  reconcile; 
fo  many,  that  even  late  in  life  he  mentions  the 
difficulties  of  his  fituation  with  fome  feeling  and 
more  vanity.  "  I  ftill  remember,"  he  fays  **,  "  that 
*'  high  dark  ftaircafe  to  M.  de  Maurepas'  apart- 
"  ments,  which  I  ufed  to  afcend  with  fear  and  de- 
**  jeftion,  uncertain  how  a  new  idea  might  fucceed 
•*.with  him,  which  occupied  all  my  attention,  and 
•*  which  often  tended  to  produce  an  increafe  of  the 
**  revenue  by  fome  juft  but  fevere  operation.  I  ftill 
*•  remember  that  cabinet,  placed  under  the  roof  of 

^  Impartial  Hiflory,  vol.i.  p.  14.. 

^  Sur  rAdminiftration  de  M.  Necker,  par  lui  mcme,  p.  8. 

»  Moore^s  View.  M.  dc  Pezay  is  faid  to  have  been  only  a/o/  difant 
marquis^  but  having  i'ortunateiy  obtained  an  introduction  to  M.de 
Ma^repas,  be  acquired  an  entire  afcendancy  over  him.  Anecdotes, 
&c.  vol.  V.  p.  i6a. 

«  Moore's  View.     Bertrand*s  Memoirs.     Anecdotes,  &c. 

^  Sur  I'Admiiuilration  de  M.  Neckrr,  p,  13. 

"  the 


^  tne  patace  or  veriaiues,  out  aoove  tne  lun^ 
^^  ^^artments,  and  which>  by  its  finallnefs  and  fit 
**  adon,  really  feemed  the  effence  (and  a  very  f 
^'  fined  effence  too)  of  human  vanity  and  ambitio: 
*^  There  was  I  obliged  to  difcourfe  on  reform  ar 
*^  economy  to  a  minifter  grown  old  in  the  pom] 
^^  and  formalities  of  a  court.  I  remember  the  a< 
*^  drefs  I  was  obliged  to  ufe  to  fucceed^  and  ho\ 
"^^  after  Aiany  repulfes,  I  fom^times  obtsiined  a  litt 
**  attention  to  the  public,  as  a  recompence  for  tl 
**  refources  I  found  in  the  midft  of  wan  I  ftill  ri 
^^  member  the  kind  of  bafhfulnefs  I  felt  when  I  h 
"  troduced,  in  the  difcQurfes  I  ventured  to  addre 
^^  to  him,  ibme  of  thofe  grand  moral  ideas  wit 
^^  which  I  was  animated.  I  then  appeared  as  goth 
"  to  this  old  courtier  as  Sully  did  to  theyoui^  one 
'^  when  he  ?ippeared  at  the  court  of  Louis  XIII." 
The  ftate  of  the  finances  was  at  this  period  vei 
much  deranged,  though  not  fo  much  as  to  gain  en 
dit  for  the  affertion  of  Rabaud,  that  a  peaceab 
adminiftration  of  fifiy  years,  without  wars  ani 
i^thout  wants,  would  have  been  infufiicient  to  effei 
a  remedy  of  diforders'.  Necker,  however,  no 
\dd>ilan^g  the  confidence  of  his  boafts,  dUpl^yc: 
no  genius  capable  of  producing  any  g^eat  nation; 
advantage.  The  principal  aft  which  diftinguifhci 
his  adminiftration  was  the  fuppreflipn  of  the  /»/^i 
dans  dis  finances.  It  is.  of  little  import  at  prefei 
to  (iifcufs  the  poliible  utility  of  thefe  officers ;  bi 
their  fuppreifion  was  certainly  no  great  national  bn 
nefit,  as  the  price  of  their  places  was  refimded  t 
them,  and  the  intereft  of  the  money  was  near! 
equivalent  to  their  falaries,  befides  the  mconvepien^ 
of  difburfing  the  capital.  Thefe  places  were  filk 
by  old  and  diftinguifhed  members  of  the  king 
council,  and  the  fuppreffion  could  only  diminifh  tli 
influence  of  the  crown^  without  producing  any  re: 

P  Rabaiid*!  Hijftory  of  tbe  Revolution^  p.  34.. 
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ivioae  01  oeneni  lo  ine  nanoa  ^.  loe  /unencan  war,  lo  con« 
aIppIws.  ^^^^y  "^  €very  refped  to  the  true  bterefts  of  France, 
had  commenced  at  this  period ;  and  Necker  under- 
took to  carry  k  on  v4thout  laying  any  new  impoib. 
This  he  was  ambled  nominally  to  perfbnn  by  means 
of  his  credit  amongfl:  die  tnonied  people,  and  per- 
haps by  the  exorbitant  iacrifices  he  made  to  them, 
<at  the  public  expense*  His'fyftem  w^  the  moft 
abfurd  and  puerile  ever  Invented;  he  borrowed 
tnoney  for  the  estigenc^  cf  one  year,  and  t^  next 
•boitowed  another  fum  fuiScient  for  the  expences  d 
the  current  year  and  the  •  intereft  of  the  year  or 
years  preceding ;  relying^  for  a  fiual  liquidadon, 
on  the  precarious  refource  of  an  xmttied,  and  per« 
haps  impradicable  economy.  By  thefe  means  be 
maintained  a  forced  and  ardficial  credit,  but  fet  the 
example  of  thofe  improvident  loons  "wtnch  occa- 
-  lioncd  the  final  flagnation  of  the  finances  '•  fc  the 
<:ourfe  of  his  admimflration,  he  borrowed  ib  this 
way  five  hundred  and  thirty  millions  (23,1 87,500/0* 
on  terms  extremely  advantageous  to  the  lenders; 
and  fubfequent  minifters^  in  the  fpace  of  ten  yean, 
increafed  the  fum  to  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred 
millions  (65,625,000/.),  for  which  no  proviiion 
was  made '. 
Afpirct  to  The  improvident  chara^er  of  the  French,  ai^4 
the^coun*  *^^  mumph  of  Necker's  partifans,  prevented  the 
cil.  public  from  fpeculating  too  minutely  on  the  confer 

quences  of  this  fyftem.  His  popularity  increafd^ 
and  with  it  his  vanit}^ ;  he  was  no  longer  contented 
with  the  fituation  of  comptroller-general  of  the 
finances,  unlefs  he  could  be  admitted  to  a  feat  b 
the  privy  council,  for  which  his  religion  difqualifi^ 
him*     He  made  application  to  M»  de  Maurepas  oa 

1  Moort*^  View-    Bertrand'*  Memoirs.    Anecilotesj  ^c. 

'  Iiti|jiirtial  Hiftory,  voL  L  p^  17*  Hi&orlcal  Sketch  of  ttieFrw^^ 
Revolution  J  p.  3».  Hiftorical  EITay  on  ihc  Ambition  an  J  Conqucdi « 
France,   p.  igg, 

•  Anccdotei^  &c«    E?cpolitioo,  &c.  par  Arthur  Dillwi  p-+* 


the  fubjeft ;  but  die  old  tninifter,  twlhing  perhj  » 
to  get  rid  of  him  qiiietly,  and  make  him  the  autt 
of  hi8  own  difgrace,  advifed  him  to  wrhe  a  let 
to  the  king,  requefting  a  feat,  and  a  difpenfati  i 
vndi  the  cuftomary  oath.  -Necker  wrote  accoi  [ 
ingly ;  and  ilot  recaving  any  anfwer  for  two  da^  ; 
was  fo  irritated  that  he  waited  on  the  queen  i  i 
offered  his  refignation,  which,  to  his  great  morti  : 
cation,  was  inftantly  accepted*     This  event  is  att: 
buted,  not  without  fome  lippearance  of  probabilit 
to  the  refaitment  of  the  parliaments,  arifmg  fro  : 
the  eftabli(htnait  of  provincial  adminiftrations,  ai  : 
the  diflike  conceived  againit  him  by  the  queen  ai  : 
the  coimt  d' Artois  *. 

Sonle  time  previous  to  his  refignation.  Neck  i 
had  piibliffaed  his  Compte  rendu*     This  method  i 
fubmitting  the  views  of  government  and  operatioi  i 
of  finance  to  the  judgment  of  the  public,  was  ni 
new :  Turgot "  had  fet  the  example,  and  other  m 
nifters  before  Necker  had  followed  it.     His  boc  ? 
however  was  written  with  more  art,  and  had  i 
greater  efied:  oft  the  public  mind,  as  it  was  Ion; 
confidered   and  quoted  as  the  only  work  whic 
placed  the  affairs  of  France  in  a  clear  light,  an : 
gave  occafion  to  Necker's  partifans  to  hold  hii: 
out,  long  after  his  retreat,  as  the  only  man  capabl  \ 
ofreftoring  order,  aixd  Jre-eftablifliing  public  credii . 
Popular  opinion  was,  for  fome  time  after  the  put 
lication,  divided ;  but  it  is  now  generally  treated  a  \ 
a  fplendid  delufion  \ 

Necker^ 

*  Bertrand*s  Memoirs.  Moore*8  View.  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  3, 
Anecdotes,  &c.  The  lively  author  of  this  laft  work  relates  feven 
inftances  of  the  cliflike  of  M.  de  Maurepas  toNeckerj  p;irticularly  a  fliar  [ 
reply  when  the  comptroHer,  relying  on  his  importance,  threatened  1 1 
take  poft-horfes  and  return  to  Geneva.  "  Sir,*'  faid  Maurepas,  "  I 
*'  muft  inform  you  that  foreigners  who  have  been  finance  minifters  ir 
''  this  country,  cannot  have  poft-horfes  without  the  exprefs  com  man: 
**  of  the  king/*    Vol.  v.  p.  ii6. 

*  Wilde's  Addrefs  to  the  Friends  of  the  People,  p.  31 5. 

*  Moore*8  View,  vol.i.  p.  loi,  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  3;*.  Ber 
^aad^t  Memoir«i  Yol«i.  p«  151*    Of  this  work  Maurepas  faid  to  thi 

It  a  kin^ 


obfeiva.  Necker's  firft  adminiftration  undoubtedly  paved 
Necker"s  thc  wav  for  all  the  evils  which  have  befallen  France 
admini-  fmce  that  period,  by  putting  a  new  and  dangerous 
ftrauon  J  niode  of  fupply  into  the  hands  of  minifters ;  and  by 
ftippreiling,  in  a  har(h  and  wanton  manner,  ferenl 
I  offices  which,  though  he  might  imagine  them  un- 

neceffary,  had  been  bf  great  fervlce  to  his  prede- 
ceflbrs,  and  might  have  averted  many  errors  of 
his  fuccefibrs.      His  intentions  however  were  pet'^ 
feftly  honeft,  and  he  had  the  good  of  the  country 
at  heart.    It  is  but  juft  to  give  his  own  ftatcment  of 
the  benefits  of  his  admimftration,  which,  though 
much  exaggerated,  is  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  wilfully 
mifreprefented. — "  I  was  fo  fortunate  (he  fays)  in 
**  the  five  years  of  my  firft  adminiftration,  that,  in 
"  the  midft  of  a  war  which  gradually  brought  on  a 
•*  want  of  extraordinary  fupplies  to  the  amount  of 
*'  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  (6,564,500/.)  a- 
*^  year,  the  public  funds,  which  funk  in  England 
"  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  per  cenu^  were  gradually 
"  rifing  in  France ;   and  almoft  all  the  loans  which 
**  were  opened  were  filled  in  eight  days''.''    He 
alfo  gives  himfelf  great  credit  for  the  eflablifcment 
of  provincial  aflemblies,  the  publicity  given  to  the 
affairs  of  finance^  and  the  abolition  of  mortmain 
tenures  *. 
Hitdifin-       One  fingularity  attended  his  conduft  in  office; 
tcrefted-     that  he  received  no  falary  or  fees  of  any  kind.    He 
ftates  the  amount  of  what  he  thus  renounced,  allow* 
ing  at  the  rate  fixed  by  the  refonned  economy  of 
the  national  affembly  at  the  time  he  v^Tote,  at  two 
hundred  thoufand  livres  (8750/.),  independent  ol 
his  appointments  as  minifter  of  ftate,  fixed  at  twenty 


king,  that  it  was  written  toitb  as  much  truth  as  mtd^x-  And  the  crij«c»f 
|)unnlng  on  the  title,  called  it  a  Onte  hiem.  Anecdote^,  5cc.  fol  ^' 
p.  177. 

y  Sii^r  PAdminiflration  de  M»  Nccker,  p.  9. 

*  Ibid.  p>i6,  17. 

thoufand 


thoiuaild  livres  (875/.}.  Befides  the  income  an* 
Bcxed  to  thofe  places,  he  refufed  without  exception 
all  the.  indired  emoluments,  fines,  gifts,  preTents 
from  corporations  and  individuals,  boxes  at  the 
theatres,  and  all  other  advantages  which  had  been 
enjoyed  by  his  predecefibrs,  and  often  amounted  ta 
very  large  fums\  This  difintereftednefs  has  not 
efcaped  the  animadverfion  of  his  adveriaries  :  they 
aflert  that,  as  be  ftill  continued  a  partner  in  the  houfe 
of  Girardot  and  Haller,  he  could  make  more  by 
fiock<jobbing  in  a  day  than  he  would  derive  from 
bis  falary  in  ten  yesirs;  and  that  therefore  there 
is  more  afiedadon  than  reality  of  virtue  in  the  cir- 
cumltance  ^.  There  is,  howevo",  no  proof  offered 
of  the  juftice  of  thefe  infinuadons,  and  Necker  him« 
felf  meets  than  in  the  moft  manly  and  fatisiadory 
manner. — "  I  defy  any  man  (he  obferves)  to  aver 
^'  that,  direftly  or  indiredly,  I  have  had  the  fmalleft  / 
**  intereft  in  any  bufinefs  wbatever;  that  I  have 
'^  had  the  moft  trii^ng  fliare  in  any  fpeculation  in 
"  thq  public  funds  ;  or  that  I  have  procured  places 
'*  for  any  of  ipy  relations  or  dependants  in  any  of 
"  the  offices  in  my  own.  department,  or  in  that  of  any 
*^  other  minifter/*  He  adds  to  this  affertion,  that, 
in  th^  beginning  of  the  American  war,  he  advanced 
to  government  two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand 
livres  (96,250'/.),  at  five  per  cenLj  which  he  never 
on  any  change  of  affairs  fold  out  or  received,  and 
which  he  uldmately  left  behind  him  \ 

A  few  years  after  his  retreat,  his  daughter,  who.     17x5. 
h^i  received  a  moft  accompUflied  education,  and  ^I'jg'*^*^ 
was  author  of  feveral  ingenious  wctrks,  m;arricd  the  daughter, 
baron  de  Stael,  the  Swedifh  ambaffador  in  France. 

'  Sur  rAdrniniftration  de  M.  Ke^keri  p.  }99«  Anecdotes^  &c. 
^ol.v.  p.  167. 

^  Playfair^s  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  ^H.  Apologie  dc$  ?ro^et3 
k  de  la  Conduite  des  Chef»  de  la  Revolution,  p.  zi* 

*  Sur  TAdoiiiliAratioB  de  M.  Neclperj  d.  401.  40^. 
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He  pub-        During  hit  retreat  he  was  employed  m  utenry 
j'Ad'  ?nV  P^^f^i^^s,   in  aflifting  the  efforts  of  his  friends  to 
ftrationdes  force  him  again  into  the  cabinet^  and  in  keeping 
Finances,  yp  the  prepoffeflian  of  the  public  in  his  favour* 
S784.     He  pubhfhed  his  laborious  work  on  the  Adminlftia* 
tion    of   Finances ;    and   to    make  himfelf  better 
known s  and  enjoy  the  buzz  of  his  own  celebrky, 
vifited  the  foutheru  provinces  of  France,     His  book 
was  received  with  cnthuGafm,  and  read  with  the 
greateft  avidity  and  admiration.     It  certainly  con- 
tains many  accurate  ftatenients  and  ingenious  de- 
duftions,  but  abounds  with  that  vanity,  egotifm, 
and  felf-fufficiency,  which  are  his  charaderiftics^ 
The  true  character  of  the  book  may  be  appreciated 
from  the  mention  made  of  it  by  the  revolutionary 
hiftorian  Rabaud  :  he  fays,  "  It  did  perhaps  more 
*'  good  than  a  long  and  wife  adminiflration  ;  for  it 
*'  fpread  knowledge  *far  and  wide,  and  fmmd  tk 
"  feeds  g/  the  prefent  patrhtifm  %" 

In  a  recent  publication,  Necker  has  afferted  thatj 
at  the  time  of  his  retreat  in  1781,  he  had  left  the 
finances  in  a  *'  perfeft  equilibrium  ^"     This  afler- 
tion  is,  at  leaft,  doubtful^  confidering  the  acknow- 
ledged infufficiency  of  the  means  he  employed  to 
maintain  a  balance   between   the  receipt   and  ex* 
pendlture,  and  the  embarraffments  felt  by  his  im- 
mediate  fucceflbrsj  which  rendered  them  mcapabk 
of  proceeding  without  having  recourfe  to  the  moft 
i7g7.     extraordinary   means.      Calonne    had  written  afl 
Yxxt^Tt  to   ^^^y  ^^  prove  that  the  ftatements  in  the  Compte  rendu 
M.  dc  Ca-  were  falfe  j  that  inftead  of  a  furplus  there  was  an 
lonne,       immenfe  deficit  in  the  fupplies.     Necker,  notffith* 

^  Anecdotes,  &c    Sur  I'Adminiftrfttionj  Sec.  p.  40*      Bettraful'" 
Memoirsj  vd*  i^  p*  157-  and  fee  the  work  itfelf-   I  iuppofe  ihis  10  ^     | 
the  publicatton  alluded  10  by  ihenuthor  of  the  "  Imjiartial  Hiltory/'     , 
which  he  confounds  with  the  Cmj>H  nnditi  and  with  Ncckcfs  AJii*'^ 
to  Calonne.     See  vol.  h  p.  15.  , 

*  Rabaud's  Hidory  of  the  French  Rcvolutionj  p.  3^. 
1**        '  Up  tbt  French  ilevoi|itipn^  Ypii  i<  p- 1 3* 

'^  -  fliinding 


ftanding  the  king's  ^xpi^dls  prohibitioiiy  piibli&ied  an  Apr.  1787. 
anfwer,  in  vAmh  he  refuted  this  aflertion,   and 
laid  the  whole  blame  of  the  deficit  on  Calonne. 
For  t3m  condu£l  he  was  banifted  to  his  country*  is  baniOi. 
feat  at  St.  Ouen*     It  i»  probable  that  this  offence  q^^^^^' 
was,  not  the  fole  caufe  of  his*  difgr^ice :   he  is  faid 
to  have  been  extremely  affiduous  in  procuring  writ- 
ers, painters,  and  engravers,  to  impute  errors  to  the 
adininiftratioR,  and  throw  ridicule  on  the  peribn  of 
M.  de  Cabnne.     if  hk  banJyShment  was  intended  as 
a  puni(hment,  it  was  too  flight  to  produce  either 
refpeft  or  terror ;  if  it  was  intended  to  weaken  his 
party,  the  place  was  ill  chofen  on  account  of  its 
vicinky  to  Paris  ^. 

It  was  probably  during  his  retreat  at  this  place    ,78^. 
that  he  wrote  his  Effiiy  on  the  Importance  of  Reli-  Writes 
giaus  Opinions ;.  ^  book  whkh,  though  it  contains  porunTe 
no  great  oripnality  of  thought,  or  ftrength  of  ar-  des  Opi- 
gument,  is  written  in  a  %le  which  claims  applaufe  "Ig^r^s*^** 
for  its  elegance.     The  recdleftion  of  having  pro-  ^* 
duced  it  feema  t^  have  afforded  the  author  fome 
£itisfa&xon  in  the  mioment  of  difgrace,  and  may 
probably -afford  him  pleafure  when  otho^s,  of  more 
apparent  importande^  are  obiiterated  from  his  me- 
mory, or  only  rams  tohit  attended  with  fentiments 
ef  vexatioin  and  difguft  ^ 

While,  Ite  WW' QBt  St<  Ouen,  the  affairs  of  France  Exortiont 
were  drawing  to  aicrifis;.    -Qalonne  had  been  driven  ^^^i"!"^^*! 
from,  the  belHi  by  the  infrigi*es  of  the  archbiftiop  *^ 
of  Sens,  the  errors  of  whofe  adminiftranon  embar- 
rafed  the  court,  and  rendered,  the  recalof  Necker 
abfolutely  neceffairy.    His  party  had  not  been  idle 
in  influencing  the  popular  judgment  in  his  favour ; 

t  Anecdotes,  &••  v^t.  v^  p.  toe.  309.  330.  Conjuration  de  d*Or« 
leans,  vol.  i.  p.  63.  Kabaud^s  Hifterjrof  tlie  Revolution,  p.  41. 
Necker,  on  the  French  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  t^,  acknowledges  himfelf 
to  have  been  wroajg  r^  this  tranfaftion,  but  :p(e«d$  that  he  was  ifn« 
pellcd  to  this  aft  ot  dilbbedience  fy  a  Hvelyfenfi  »fbdn9iir, 

^  Sur  rAdraini(tration>  &c.  p.  %%\    Un  the  Kevoiutioa>  vol.  u 
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his  work  on  the  admimftradon  of  finances  was  ge- 
nerally read  during  the  firft  aflembly  of  the  no- 
tables (  and  the  fafts  contained  in  it  oppofed  to  die 
ftatements  of  that  minifter^     Ifis  wife,  animated 
by  a  fpirit  of  diilike  to  a  court  where  ihe  could 
never  hope  to  fhine,  and  feeling  indignation  at  the 
banifhment  of  her  hufband,  whom  fhe  idolized,  re- 
doubled her  efforts  to  acquire  popularity.    She  had 
founded  an  hofpital,  and  was  unremitdng  in  her 
attendance  to  the  neceffities  of  thofe  who  were  re- 
duced to  make  it  their  abode.     She  vifited  the  other 
hofpitals,  the  prifons,  and  even  private  houfes  where- 
ever  miferv  was  to  be  found,  ftimulated  by  the  de< 
fire  of  raifmg  a  confpicuous  reputation*  and  mak- 
ing the  nanie  of  Necker  dear  to  the  people  ^ 
The  political  chib  of  females,  of  which  his  daugh- 
ter, the  baronefs  de  Stael,  was  a  diftinguiflied  mem- 
ber, and  the  band  of  political  writers,  whom  the  im- 
prudence of  the  miniiler  had  exempted  from  ail  re- 
^n^^^f   ftraint,  contributed  to  the  recal  of  the  popular  fe- 
re o  ve  on.  ^Q^j^^g  i^    Before  the  retreat  of  de  Brienne,  Necker 
had  been  founded,  on  the  part  of  the  king,  to  know 
if  he  would  undertake  the  adminiflration  of  die 
finances,  in  conjundion  with  that  minifter.    The 
feat  in  coimcil,  which  had  before  occafioned  his 
difmiffion,  was  to  have  been  conceded :  but  he  re« 
jetted  the  propofal ".    The  increafing  turbulence  of 
the  people,  the  growing  diftrels  of  the  court,  and  a 
confcioufnefs  of  his  own  incapacity  and  want  of  po^ 
pularity,  at  length  compelled  de  Brienne  to  refif^) 
«5^h  Aug.  and  he  left  his  advice  to  the  king,  to  rtcal  Nec- 
ker, and  convene  the  ftates-general  \ 

^  Sur  rAdminiftration,  ke.  p.  st. 
,.^  Idem,    p.  397.      Playfa^ir*t   Hiftory   of  JacolMDifiiii    p«  <^ 
Apologie  de^  Projets,  Sec.  p.  IX. 

'  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans. 
^   P  Necker  on  the  French  RevoJutioni  toI.  i.  p.  29. 

»  Impartial  Hiftory,  Tol.  u  p.  3a,    Moore's  View*  Tol^.  ^S^ 
AnecflouSf  ^c.  vol.Vf  p.»oi»  .  ^ 
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The  rebftatement  of  Necker  took  place  i'rnme-  Hismn. 
diatdy  on  tbe  refignation  of  the  archbifhop  of  Sens;  j^foffic".^ 
and  the  queen  and  count  d'Artois  are  faid  to  have 
been  no  lefs  ftrenuous  in  recommending  it  than  de 
Brienne  himfelf  ^     The  whole  court  vied  in  feli-  Behaviour 
dtating  the  return  of  a  minifter  from  whom  the  re^  ^^  ^^^ 
ftoration  of  tranquillity  and  the  falvation  of  the  ^^*"^ ' 
country  were  expefted.     He  is  faid  to  have  had  a 
private  audience  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  with 
ihe  queen ;,  and  it  is  afferted  that  Ihe  herfelf  wrote 
the  letter  requefting  his  return ' :  but  he  himfelf 
makes  no  mention  of  thefe  circumftances.     He  fays 
the  king  received  him  in  the  queen's  clofet,  and  in 
her  prefence;   that  the  king's  great  good-nature 
made  him  feel  fopie  embarrsdTment  on  account  of 
the  ban^fliment  of  the  preceding  year  ;  but  he  fpoke 
to  his  fovereign  only  of  his  devotion  and  refpeft ; 
and  from  that  moment  replaced  himfelf  on  the  fame 
footing  he  had  formerly  maintained*'.     Monfieur, 
on  his  firft  public  appearance  in  quality  of  minifter^ 
complimented  him  on  the  occafion,  avowed  the  pre* 
judices  he  had  formerly  entertained  againft  him, 
and  profefled  a  hope  that  the  experience  of  his  ma* 
ture  age  would  correft  the  errors  of  his  youth  '. 

The  circumftances  which  marked  his  return  to  srateof 
adminiftration  were  not  calculated  to  infpire  con-  »he  pubi«e 
fidence  or  impart  fatisfaftion.     The  ferocity  which  "**°*^* 
marked  the  public  rejoicings  on  the  expulfion  of 
his  predeceflbr,   the  riots  and  military  execution 
which  followed,  did  not  prefage  a  calm  and  ftable 
adminiftration.     In  fa£):,  the  taflc  he  had  aifumed  of 
guiding  the  helm  of  (late,  at  this  particular  jundure 
was  extremely  difficult.     Circumftances  and  ind' 

»  Rabaud*«  Hiftory,  p.  55. 

P  y\necdotc8,  &c.  vol.  v.  p.  201.    Conjuration  ded'Orlcr 
p.  165. 

^  On  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  19. 

'  Anecdotes,  &c.  vol.  V.  p.  201.     ConjiMation  dc  t' 
p.  j66. 


duals  bad  undergone  an  entire  change  fince  ik  retreat 
in  1781.    The  people,  who  were  at  that  time,  gay, 
carelefs,  and  indifferent  to  public  affairs,  now  deToted 
their  whole  time  to  the  ftudy  and  difcuflion  of  politics^ 
Books,  inimical  to  the  imerefts   of  gq\ttmoenty 
which  were  formerly  procured  from  Genera  and 
London,  and  circulated  in  a  clandeftine  and  fparing 
manner,  were  now  boldly  publiihed  at  the  palaU 
royal^  and  diftributed  gratis.    A  prince,  who  in  1 78 1 
had  been  coniidered  with  the  contempt  and  d^re-% 
gard  due  to  profiigacy  and  cowardice,  was  now  at 
the  head  of  a  violent,  numerous,  and  aAive  party, 
conferring  popularity,  or  taking  it  away  at  pl^ure, 
and  by  means  of  the  public  opinion,  making  hafty 
ftrides  towards  obtaining  the   rule  of  all  pi]d^ 
meafures.    The  kingdom  was  plunged  in  the  gteatefl: 
diftrefs,   and,  beiides   the  fermaiit  occafioned  by 
political   difcuffion,  was  agitated  with  the  fear  of 
wanting  the  firft  neceflary  of  Cfe.     Thefe  appear^ 
ances,   however,   did  not  intimidate  Necker:  the 
public  opinion  was  his  idol ;   he  flattered  himielf 
that  the  more  it  was  permitted  to  operate  without 
reftraint,  the  greater  would  be  its  influence  in  hi& 
favour,  and  he  relied  with  too  much  confidence  on 
his  own  fagacity  and  refources  to  feel  the  leaft  dif- 
may. 
Bis^pu-       In  fad,  his>  popularity,  at  this  period,  was  at  an 
^^'•"y*       unexampled  height ;  the  people  feemed  to  bok  up 
to  him  as  their  only  hope,  and  even  to  lay  them-^ 
felves  at  his  feet.     His  return  was  a  complete  viftory 
of  the  public  voice  over  the  court,  and  it  has  been 
faid,  with  great  truth,  that  the  king  was  exa^y 
reduced  to  the  ilate  of  a  bankrupt,  who  had  fur- 
yendered  his  effefts  to  his  creditors  •. 
Kecais  the       The  firft  ftcp  of  his  adminiftration  was  to  recaT 
Hd  0^"'  ^^  banifhed  members  of  the  parliament  of  Paris, 

•  Wjldfc's  Adtlrefs,   p.  393.      Playfair's  Hiftory  «f  Jacobinifm^ 
p.i5.     Sur  i*AdmJmiti-atiun,  &c.  p.  26. 
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and  to  reinftate  that  body  in  its  fiinSidns,  in  oppo-  tains  fap* 
fition  to  the  odious  meafure  of  the  cours  plenieres '.  ^^oncy! 
His  next  exertion  was  to  relieve  the  embarraffments 
Occafioned  by  the  diftrefs  of  the  treafiiry,  which,  at 
the  time  of  his  return  to  office,  contained  no  more 
than  500,000  livres  (21,875/.)".  This  he  eflFefted 
by  perfuading  the  different  public  bodies  to  remit 
to  him  the  money  they  had  in  hand  ;  by  prevailing 
on  the  receivers  general,  and  other  perfons  em- 
ployed in  the  finances,  not  to  retain  their  falaries, 
which  he  promifed  to  repay  them  in  1789,  and  by 
obtaining  loans  from  the  body  of  notaries  of  Paris, 
and  the  fix  mercantile  companies  *.  Thus,  to  ufe 
his  own  expreflion,  "  by  failing  with  a  fide  wind, 
*'  by  ufing  all  poffible  circumfpedlion,  and  employ- 
"  ing  every  exertion  in  a  confined  fpace,  he  was 
"  enabled  to  guide  the  feeble  veffel  of  ftate,  with- 
*'  out  wreck  or  damage  till  the  opening  of  the 
"  ftates-general  ^.'* 

But  a  more  difficult  talk  awaited  him,   in  the  ^'^  cxer. 
neceffity  of  finding  fupplies  for  the  capital,  which  obu!n*L 
occafioned  him  the  greateft  uneafinefs.     He  gives  iuppiy  of 
himfelf  credit  for  having  faved  Paris  and  the  king-  s^****- 
dom  in  general  from  the  horrors  of  famine  *•     He 
obtained  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  circumflan- 
tial  information  of  the  quantity  of  the  crops  of  the 
current  year,  and  what  remained  on  hand  from 
preceding  years.     He  made  inquiries  into  the  wants 
of  other  countries,  and  the  refources  to  be  expefted 
from  them,  and  with  all  fpeed  obtained  an  order  7th  Sept. 
from  the  king  in  council  prohibiting  the  exportation     '7^8. 
of  grain.     He  offered  a  bounty  for  the  importation,  43d  Nov. 
which  procured  confiderable  fupplies  from  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  till  the  exportation  was  pro- 


<  Moore*8  View,  vol.  i.  p.  loi*     Rabaud,  p.  fji  &c. 

u  Sur  PAdminiltiation,  &c.  p.  28. 

»  Anecdotes,  &c.  vol.  v.  p.  10a. 

y  Sur  l^Adminithation,  &c.  p.  29. 

*  Ne^ker  on  the  ^«volution>  voI.j.  p.  3X» 
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lubted,  from  Italy,  and  die  northern  kingdom^  and 
from  North  America.    As  this  fcarcity  ccmdnued 
almofl  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  he  was  obliged  to  rely  not  only  on  the  pre- 
miums oflFered  in  the  name  of  government,  tmt  to 
life  his  own  perfonal  credit  i^th  fome  merchants, 
Hope  of  Amuerdam  particularly  ;  and  he  wrote  a 
very  preiSng  letter  in  1789,  tp  Mr.  Pitt,  requefting 
{lim  to  prevail  on  the  king  or  the  parliament  to 
permit  the  exportation  of  a  Umited  quantity  of 
grain,  but  notvidthflanding   the  fupport  given  Iq 
this  requefl  by  the  French  ambafiador,.  it  failed  of 
luccds  *. 
obfcifva-        Such  is  his  own  accoxmt  of  his  exertions,  and 
tji^cBit       t^^  fuccefs  which  attended  them.     The  policy  by 
which  they  were  difkated  is  very  doubtful.     Necker 
has  not   efcaped  malevolent  imputation  of  having 
fliared  with  Orleans  in  his  fpeculation  in  grain,  to 
participate  with  him  in  the  profit  and  popularity 
refulting  from  it.    He  has  been  accufed  of  fharing 
with   foreign  merchants  the  profits   of  their  pre-s 
miums,  and  of  buying  up  graia  himfelf,  exporting, 
and  lelanding  it  in  order  to  obtain  moi^ey  and  popun 
larity'*;    and   a    fad  related   by  the  marquis  de 
Bouillc,  if  it  does  not  prove,  at  leaft  ftrongly  fup•^ 
ports  thefe  accufations.   The  marquis  fays,  "  Having 
*'  at  Metz,  and  in  the  province  under  my  com^. 
"  mand,    corn    fufficient    to  fgbfift    the    troops,, 
"  amounting  to  twenty  thoufand  men,    for  eighteen 
**  months,  on  beii;ig  preffed  by  the  people,  whofe 
•^  provifions  were  almolt  totally  e^haufted,  a^d  ftill 
"  more  by  the  adoiiniftrative  bodies,  who  could  not 
*'  poffibly  fupply  them,  I  propofed  to  the  govem- 
^'  ment  to  diftribute  the  half  of  this  grain  among 
•'  the  towns  an4  villages,  on  condition  of  again 

»  Sur  PAdniiniftration,  &c.  p*  367.  37^.  377.  380. 

^  Qonjiiraiioiii  de  d'Oileans^  vol.  i*  |»,  187.    Apologie  dcs  Pfojct8> 
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**  receiving  it  the  eniuing  harveit ;  viimch  might 
**  have  been  done  without  any  inconvenience,  yeit 
•*  was  rejefted :  notwithftanding  this  refufal  of  the 
**  miniftry,  I  refolved,  however,  to  execute  my 
**  projeft,  and  for  this  I  was  afterwards  thanked  by 
**  M.  Necfcer  himfelf,  though  he  at  firft  refufed  his 
"  confenttothemeafure^'*  If  we  can  acquit  Neckef 
of  criminality  in  thefe  tranfadions,  his  own  account 
convifts   him  of  the  greateft  imprudence.      The 
publicity  given  to  the  apprehenfion  of  dearth  by  the 
inquiries,  and  the  circumjianiial  informations  obtained 
at  home  and  in  foreign  countries,  gave  room  to  all 
the  operations  of  fpeculifts,  and  facilitated  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  attempts  to  increafe  the  public  diftrefs, 
and  inflame  the  public  mind.      The   premiums, 
frdght,  and  other  charges,  which,  according  to  his 
own  account*',  amounted  to  upwards  of  feventy 
millions  (3,062,500/.),  were  an  enormous  load  oa 
an  exhaufted  treafury,  and  tended  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  the  commodity  at  home,  as  the  poffeifors 
of  grain  could  hardly  be  expeded  to  fell  it  cheaper 
than  the  importers.     It  cannot  be  fuppofed  he  was 
entirely  unacquainted  with  the  fchemes  of  the  duke 
of  Orleans;  he  has  even  been  accufed  of  abetting, 
but  if  that  was  not  the  cafe  he  certainly  took  a  very 
improper  coiirfe  to  counteraft  them  %     His  effay  on 
the  leriflation  of  grain,  which  he  wrote  previous  to     1775. 
his  firft  adminiftration,  is  very  contemptuoufly  fpoken 
of;  and  his  meafures  for  the  fupply  of  France  are 
niach  decried  by  perfons  well  qualified  to  judge, 
and  of  deferved  credit  in  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural affairs  K 

^  All  thefe  efforts  would  have  been  infufHcient  in  P»eparet 
times  fo  critical  to  have  kept  alive  the  populaw  predi-  Ihc  ftTte"* 

general. 
'  BouilJe's  Memoirs,  p  91. 
^  Sur  r  Adminiftration,  &c.  p.  374. 

^Conjuration  de  d'Oileans,  vol.  i.  p.  iSj,     Playfair^s  Hiftory  of 
Jacobin ifm,  p.  J7. 

f  Phyfaii'i  Hiftory  of  Jacoblnifm,  p.  69,     Arthur  Young*s  Traw 
**1»#  p.  IP5. 

■'  leAion, 


iechon»  btit  ne  was  ftnown  to  oe  engaged  in  for- 
warding the  national  wi(h  for  aifembling  the  itates* 
general.  His  condud  in  this  particular  has  been 
more  forcibly  arraigned,  and  more  ftrenuouily  d^ 
fended  than  in  any  other ;  in  fad  no  event  fo  im* 
portant  has  occurred,  and  the  turn  given  to  it  by 
the  force  of  his  fingle  decifion  renders  him  re- 
fponfible  for  all  its  confequences  on  France  and  on 
Europe.  The  complaints  againft  him  on  this  fub- 
jed  may  be  reduced  to  four  heads*  i.  His  having 
urged  the  affembling  of  the  ftates-general  at  a 
period  fo  ftormy  and  critical :  2.  His  procuring  a 
double  reprefentation  for  the  tiers  etat :  3.  His 
leaving  undecided  the  important  queftion,  whetha* 
the  proceedings  fhould  be  taken  by  orders  or  by 
poll :  and  4.  His  neglecting  to  influence  the  dec* 
tions  fo  as  to  fecure  a  majonty,  refolved  to  maintain 
the  laws  and  coaftitution,  and  to  exert  themfelves 
only  in  the  reform  of  abufcs. 
Examina.  On  the  firft  of  thefe  fubjeds,  Necker  excufes 
Sduft?'*  ^™f«lf  by  obferving,  that  the  irritated  ftate  of  the 
public  mind  could  by  no  means  be  attributed  to 
him ;  that  he  was  not  the  author  of  thofe  financial 
embarraifments  which  occafioned  it ;  that  the  r^ 
form  of  internal  abufes  could  only  be  expeded  from 
the  ftates-general ;  that  the  inundation  of  political 
pamphlets  which  overwhelmed  the  public,  owed  its 
origin  to  an  arrit  of  his  predeceffor,  and  that  the 
king,  who  had  pledged  himfelf  to  convene  the 
ftates-general,  was  too  religious  an  obferver  of  his 
promife,  to  have  endured  a  minifter  who  advifeda 
breach  of  it  ^.  Without  cavilling  on  the  precife 
truth  of  each  of  thefe  aflTertions,  it  is  very  obvious 
that  they  were  iiifuflSicient  to  juflify  the  meafure 
they  were  intended  to  defend,  Necker  knew,  that 
the  promife  of  convening  the  ftates,  was  made  under 

%  See  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.i.  p.  30.  and  the  following* 
'  Sur  l^Adminiftrationj  &c.  p«  33.  and  the  following. 
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Tttk  idea  that  the  nnances  were  irretrievably  em« 
barrafiedy  that  fuch  an  impreflion  was  in  a  great 
flKafore  Aedved  from  his  writings,  and  from  tine 
rqK>rts  <rf  his  friends  and  agents.  He  knew  that  ^t 
tile  time  it  was  ghrcn,  «i  rafli  minifter  had,  by  an. 
unpo]^lar  innovad<)n,  and  unjuftifiable  and  abfurd 
proceedmgs,  created  an  irreparable  breach  between 
the  conftituted  authorities,  between  the  king  and 
the  parUament.  He  knew  that  his  popularity  and 
afeendancy  werefnfGcient  to  have  reftored  harmony, 
-to  have  given  energy  to  the  government,  and  con- 
t^it  to  the  well-difpofed  part  of  the  community. 
He  knew,  and  has  acknowledged,  that  the  (late  of 
die  finances  was  not  fuch  as  to  require  any  ex- 
traordinary intervention  ''.  In  fafl:  this  was  a  mere 
pretence  to  make  himfelf  of  confequence  by  alarm- 
ing the  king  with  falfe  terrors,  and  infinuating  to 
the  peopk  unfounded  hopes  ^  It  is  of  little  im- 
portance to  whom  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs 
vas  to  be  attributed,  its  exiftence  was  a  fubjeft  of 
univerfal  aftonifhment  ^  ;.  its  force  was  derived  from 
an  idea  of  public  diftrefs  and  exemptions  of  the 
privileged  orders ;  the  former  Necker  might  have 
damcmftrated  to  be  a  mere  phantom,  the  latter, 
po&fling  as  he  did  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
court  and  nobility,  he  might  eafily  have  acquired 
the  credit  of  modifying  or  abrogating,  without  in- 
jury to  the  conftitution.  But  the  king's  promife  !— 
This  indeed  was  a  terrible  obftacle.  If  the  people 
had  been  convinced  that  their  welfare  was  effeft- 
ually  fecured  without  the  intervention  of  an  au*. 
thority  to  the  efFefts  of  which  they  were  ftrangers, 
they  would  have  been  very  little  folicitous  about  a 
ftri^  compliance  with  a  promife  from  which  they 

^  Sar  r Admin iflration,  p*36. 

*  On  the  Revolution,  vol.  i,  p.  31. 

*  Neckef  himfelf  is  accufed,  and  I  believe  juftly,  of  having  in- 
creafed  and  favoured  this  licentioufnefs  in  order  to  promote  the  fuccefs 
•f  his  own  views.     See  J3ouiile*s  Memoirs,  p,  Sg.  ifC, 
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couia  nave  aenvxa  no  aavaniage,  i  am  tar  rroii 
being  inclined  to  queftion  the  ftedfafl  virtue  of  the 
unfortunate  Louis ;  but  had  prudent  and  vigorous 
meafures  been  adopted,  and  a  little  delay  interpofed, 
the  popular  ardour  would  have  cooled,  and  the 
ftates-gcneral  have  met  for  no  other  purpofes  than 
thanks  and  congratulatory  addrelTes.  It  has  been 
obferved  that  Calonne  convoked  the  notables,  not 
to  difcufs  but  to  admire  his  plans  '  j  the  lame  mvs 
be  faid  of  Necker  with  refpeft  to  the  ftates-generaL 
He  looked  forward  with  confidence  to  their  meet* 
ing "',  and  anticipated  the  pleafure  of  placing  a  line 
of  forbearance  between  the  power  of  the  fuperiof, 
and  encroachment  of  the  inferior  orders.  A 
fplendid  vifion,  fie  to  inflame  the  fancy  of  a  young 
fpeculifl,  bat  a  {hameful  refuk  of  his  age  and  tx- 
perience. 
Sfc&fvdob-  The  fame  motives  which  induced  him  to  effect 
Lmi'ned!^'  the  convocation  of  the  flates-general,  undoubtedly 
influenced  him  to  promote  the  double  reprefenta* 
tion  of  the  tkn  etat.  His  perfeverance  in  this  point 
is  remarkable,  and  no  propriety  of  intention  can 
acquit  him  of  the  blame  attached  to  the  confe- 
qut^nces,  Confcious  of  this  truth,  Necker  has  de- 
fended himfelf  with  great  warmth,  and  at  much 
length,  though  without  any  great  efted*  Hii 
apology  refts  principally  on  the  uncertainty  of  the 
antient  precedents ;  on  the  eagernefs  of  public 
expedlation  ;  the  diflufion  of  light  j  and  the  unitn- 
portance  of  number,  if  the  eftates  voted  by  order  ^ 
Every  confideration   which   could  be  drawn  from 

'  Impartial  Hiftory,  vrfl»up.a5. 

»  Id  ijiroof  pf  thii  ^fTerrioiip  fcr  Siir  l*AtfminIflratIonj  &c,  p*  )"i 
§i»  13»  a^Hl  rhe  following  p-igJ^Si  whcie  tbU  ubjefHrm  \%  clirculTi^iMjj 
himlelt.  This  work  wiia  p^bhfiied  in  1791,  and  intended  lobe  te^J 
in  Fiai^ce.  Hia  book  cnMed  **  On  the  Fjendi  Kcvolurion"  mulM)C 
jierukil  with  more  Ciiiuiun  011  this  tiniticular  toiiic,  aE  it  wa&  vviil^'^'^ 
five  years  later,  when  more  hcrrib'je  uiatnitUs  had  rcfultcd  trwn  hi* 
filial  error. 

>  On  ibeEcveluilon,  vol.  U 

tbde 


jthefe  principles,  ought  to  have  produced  a  decifionin 
the  mind  of  the  minifter  contrary  to  that  he  adopted. 
The  uncertainty  which  prevailed  in  times  of  dark- 
nefs  and  ignorance  could  not  be  any  ground  of 
determination,   and  the  defire  of  diftinftion,    the 
affeftation  of   knowledge,    and    the  folicitude  to 
gratify  public  expeftation,  which  were  prevalent, 
iliould  have  made  him  very  cautious  of  trufting 
thofe  powers  to  a  greater  number  than  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary,     A  great  body  of  the  tiers  etat  ia 
1614,  had  a  great  body  been  really  collefted,  would 
have  been  offmall  importance,  eafily  overpowered 
by  argument,  eafily  difperfed  by  force  j  but  in  1789, 
a  very  fmall  body,  fupported  by  the  public  opinion, 
ftrong  in  intelligence,  and  aftive  in  refearch,  could 
not  have  been  reftrained  or  difperfed  by  any  power 
poffeffed  by  government:  had  they  only  equalled 
either  of  the  other  orders,  they  would  have  been 
refpeftable  and  indivifible,  but  the  pride  and  im- 
pofing  afpeft  of  a  large  majority,  or  duplication, 
could  not  fail,  as  in  fad  it  happened,  to  render 
them  haughty,  reftlefs,  turbulent,  and  oveifbearing ; 
in  fliort,  to  occafion  the  fubjugation  and  deftruftion 
of  the  other  two   claffes.     Necker  could  not  err 
through  ignorance,  as  he  had  taken  every  poffible 
means  to  obtain  information ;  he  certainly  was  not 
malicious   ^ough  to  wifli   the  overthrow  of  that 
prince  who  placed  the  moft  implicit  confidence  in 
him,  and  for  whom  he   conftantly  profeffes    the 
fmcereft  affeftion  \  vanity  alone  mufl:  have  influenced 
his  determination  J  the  wifli  to  do  good,  and  the 
fond  expectation   of  making   himfelf  illuftrious   in 
the  eyes  of  a  numerous  and  enlightened  aflembly^ 
perverted  his  judgment,  and  occafioned  this  egre- 
gious error-      Imperfeftly  acquainted  with  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  of  France,  he  appointed  certain  perfons 
to  fearch  into  hiftorical  regifters,  for  the  forms  of 
convening  the  ftates-general  on  preceding  occafions; 
but  as   their   report^  in  all  probability,  contained 
VOL.  II.  H.  .    nothing 
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nothing  in  fupport  of  his  favourite  plan,  he  never 
publiflied  it.  The  parliament  of  Paris  paffed  a 
decree,  to  the  furprife  of  mod  people,  that  the  ftates 
fliould  be  convened  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  1614; 
but  this  ftep,  in  which  they  exceeded  their  authority, 
only  expofed  them  to  unpopularity  and  contempt, 
and  accelerated  their  annihilation,  without  altering 
the  refolution  of  the  minifter.  He  prevailed  on  the 
king  to  convene  the  fame  notables  as  had  been 
ajQTembled  by  Calonnej  they  were  divided  into  fix 
committees,  the  majority  of  all  of  which,  except 
one,  recommended  the  model  of  161 4;  that  one 
was  the  fedion  of  Monfieur,  where,  by  the  majority 
of  a  fingle  vote,  the  queftion  of  a  double  reprefent- 
ation  was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  Yet  the  con* 
currence  of  all  thefe  opinions  could  not  alter  the 
determination  of  Necker°.  The  only  reafon  he 
gives  for  this  mvincible  obftinacy  is,  that  though  it 
occafioned  him  a  great  deal  of  pain  to  differ  in 
opinion  from  the  notables,  yet  this  difference  was 
infurmountable,  becaufe  the  impulfe  of  his  con- 
fcience,  and  the  welfare  of  the  ftate,  according  to 
his  ideas,  {felon  mes  lumieresy)  impofed  on  him  as  a 
rigorous  duty  to  follow  the  line  of  conduft  he 
adopted  on  that  memorable  occafion  ^. 
Third  ob-  Neckcr  fays  in  his  own  defence,  that  the  great 
a^mineY*' q^^ft^^^  in  1 789,  and  at  all  times,  was  not  the 
refpeftive  number  of  the  deputies  of  the  three 
orders,  but  their  manner  of  deliberating,  by  head 
or  by  bailiwick,  with  the  orders  conjoined  or 
feparate  ^.  If  he  was  really  impreffed  with  the  im- 
portance of  this  queftion,  and  felt  all  the  confe- 
quences  which  muft  refult  from  its  decifion,  it  is 
matter  of  great  aftonifhment  that  he  (hould  not  fix 

.    ®  Moore's  View,  vol.  I.  p.  106— 113.     Bcrtrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  1. 
^    p.  157-     Expofition  abrege,  par  A.  Dillon,  p.  i.     Sec  alfo  the  Im- 
partial Hiftory,  Rabaiid,  &c.  &c, 
P  8ur  rAdminiftration,  &c.  p.44.. 
9  On  the  KevoIutloDi  vol,  i.  p,  66, 
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It  on  fome  certain  bafis,  but  leave  it  open  to  tl 
determination  of  the  parties  themfelves,  affemblei 
and  judging  with  afperity  of  each  other's  views  an  i 
encroachments.  The  notables  declared  their  opinic  i 
in  favour  of  a  feparate  confultation,  and  of  voting  I  \ 
orders,  which  left  to  the  tiers  etat  their  due  fhare  il 
the  deliberative  adminiftration.  Necker,  in  affe6: 
ing  to  l^ave  this  queftion  open,  while  he  decide  i 
that  of  double  reprefentation,  betrays  a  fhare  <i 
duplicity  which  derogates  much  from  his  moral  ch;i 
rafter;  he  muft  have  previoufly  refolved  it  in  his  owi 
mind,  for,  in  faft,  the  decilion  of  the  one  queftio 
virtually  determines  the  other.  It  is  mere  affeft; 
tion  to  fay,  that  if  the  ftates-general  voted  by  order 
the  numeration  of  the  tiers  etat  was  a  matter  c 
indifference.  If  the  tiers  etat  equalled  in  numbe 
the  other  two  eftates  coUeftively,  it  is  manifeft  thei 
could  carry  every  point,  without  affefting  the  leaii 
deference  to  them,  if  they  voted  by  poll ;  or  if  thei 
only  equalled  one  of  the  pther  two,  their  bodj 
united,  availing  itfelf  of  cabal,  clamour,  and  publii 
opinion,  would  affuredly  have  been  able,  on  moll 
queftions,  to  have  fecured  a  majority.  A  bod  j 
compofed  of  many  members  is  more  impofing  in  iti 
general  appearance,  arid  attaches  to  itfelf  a  greatei 
ftare  of  confideration  than  would  be  bellowed  or 
one  of  half  its  magnitude ;  and  it  was  obvious  thai 
ihould  the  tiers  etat^  compofed  of  a  double  number, 
by  obftinate  clamour,  by  exciting  the  people,  oi 
through  the  n^ceffities  of  the  ftate,  ever  fucceed  hi 
obtaining  a  confultation,  or  joint  operation  with  the 
other  orders,  their  viftory  would  then  be  complete, 
and  the  clergy  and  nobility  for  ever  chained  to  w 
dependence  on  them.  To  leave,  therefore,  the 
determination  of  this  queftion  to  the  ftates-genera! 
aflembled,  was,  in  fad,  as  Rabaud  fays  %  giving  the 
viftory  to  the  ftronger,  and  as  he  had  already  de- 
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cided,  on  his  own  authority,  to  which  party  that 
epithet  fhould  apply,  he  had  refolved  to  be  anfwer- 
able  for  all  the  confequences  of  the  determination  of 
both  thefe  important  queftions  '• 
Fourth  ob-      At  leaft  it  might  have  been  expeded,  thatNecker 
t^ned!*'  having  determined  on  an  experiment  fo  novel  and 
,  '     hazardous  as  that  of  throwing  fo  large  a  fhare  of 
power  and  confequence  into  the  hands  of  the  i'm 
etat^  would  have  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  abufe 
^       of  it,  by  influencing  the  eleftions,  fo  as  to  procure 
the  return  of  as  many  of  the  king's  friends  and  men 
of  moderate  views  as  poflible.     The  author  of  the 
eiTay  on  the  importance  of  religious  opinions  could 
not  be  ignorant  that,  in  France,  religion  was  felling 
into  contempt,  and  that  the  minifters  of  it  were 
regarded  with  jealoufy  and  hatred.     He  could  not 
be  uninformed  of  the  bias  given  to  the  public  opi- 
nion by  the  fwarm  of  pamphlets  daily  iflued ;  or  of 
the  efforts  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  other  perfons 
to  give  effeft  to  this  perverfion  of  judgment  by  in- 
fluencing the  eleftions,  and  procuring  the  cahim^ 
or    intended    inftruftions    to    the   deputies  to  be 
written  in  a  ftyle  correfponding  with  their  dangerous 
views.     It  was  then  his  duty,  as  a  faithful  fervant 
of   the   crown,    to    have   counterafted    thefe  at- 
tempts by  an  exertion  of  his  popularity,  and  by 
the  interpofition  of  his  influence.     This,  he  fays» 
his  fenfe  of  honour  forbad,  nor  did  he  think  it  necef- 
fary,  as   it  was  of  lefs  importance   that  the  king 
fliould  have  friends  in  the  ftates-general  than  in  the 
nation  at  large  ^     Weak  and  miferable  fophiftry- 
If  every  fpeculative  egotift  was  permitted  to  fcare 
the  popular  fuffrage,  what  portion  could  poflibly  be 
left  for  the  monarch  ?  And  what  could  defend  his 
rights  and  thofe  of  the  privileged  orders,  in  the 
prefent  fl:ate  of  flie  popular  mind,  from  invafion 

•  Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p.  104.  Pages  Hiftoire  Secrete,  vol'' 
p.  80.  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  51.  See  alio  the  other  hiliories  of  t»< 
period*  (  On  the  Kerolution>  p.  89.  1 


who  were  openly   forming  a  party  againft  them, 
and    whofe    influence    over    the    public    opinion 
threatened  the  mod  alarming  cohfequences.     But 
though  his  fenfe  of  honour  prevented  his  influencing 
any  returns  favourable   to  the  fuperior  orders,  he 
did  not  feel  the  fame  delicacy  with  refpeft  to  the 
iters  etatj  for   whom,  befides    their  advantage   of  ' 
double  reprefgntation,  he  contrived  to  procure  fuch 
a  preponderance  in  the  clerical  body,  as  was  alone 
fufficient  to  infure  fuccefs  to  any  attack  they  might 
choofe  to  make  on  the  privileged  orders.     This  was 
effefted  by  overpowering  the  fuffrages  of  the  bene- 
ficiaries, dignitaries,  and  great  proprietors  of  church 
lands,  by  admitting  the  falaried  curates,  who,  in 
every  refpeft,  relating  to  the  purpofes  of  their  con- 
vocation, belonged  to  the  tiers  etaf^  to  a  numerical 
equality  of  vote.     On  the  other  hand,  the  canons 
and  monks,  who  were  attached  to  the  higher  order 
of  the  clergy,  were  deprived  of  their  counterpoife 
by  a  regulation  which  refl:riaed  their  fending  more 
than  one  in  ten  of  their  number  to  the  eleftoral 
affemblies.     Hence  the  great  difproportion  between 
the  cures  and  the  higher  clergy  in  the  aflembly  of 
the  fl:ates  "•     In   like   manner  to   overwhelm  the 

^  Expoiition  abrege,  par  Arthur  Dillon,  p.  11.  M.  de  BouilK 
Tays:  ««  The  ftates-gcneral  confifted  of  men  very  proper  for  the  exe- 
**  cution  of  Necker's  purpofes.  The  ccclcfiaftical  members  were 
''  principally  chofen  from  among  the  inferior  clergy,  without  livings 
'*  or  property,  oppofed  to  thofe  of  the  highec  order,  who  were  fewer 
"  in  number.  Among  the  reprcfentatives  of  the  nobilitv  were  many 
''  of  thofe  Aibtle,  daring,  enterprifing  men,  who  had  introduced 
"  themfelves  with  a  view  to  corrupt  and  divide  that  order:  laftly,  the 
*'  third  eftate  were  allowed  a  double  reprefentation.  This  alTembiy 
*'  was  open  to  that  defcription  of  men,  fo  numerous  and  dangerous  \n 
"  France,  who  lived  by  their  talents,  their  literary  abilities,  and  their 
"  induftry,  deriving  their  importance  from  the  weaknefs  and  credu- 
"  lity  of  mankind— lawyers,  principally  of  the  loweft  clafs,  phyfi* 
"  cians,  artids,  writers  of  little  or  no  eminence,  and  men  without 
*'  either  rank  or  property."  The  author  adds  in  a  note,  **  Of  three 
"  hundred  members  which  reprefcnted  the  clergy,  two  hundred  and 
''  eight  were  pofltflTed  of  no  eccUfiaftical  dignity :  of  fix  hundred 
"  members  who  reprefented  the  tiers  aat,  three  hundred  and  fcventy. 
•*  four  were  profeuprs  of  the  law,"    Menooiis,  p.  88. 
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influence  of  landed  proprietors,  he  procured  fpecial 
decrees  of  council,  forbidding  the  country  eledors 
from  interfering  or  voting  in  eledkions  for  towns  and 
cities,  but  permitting  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  to 
vote  in  the  country  bailliages,  by  which  means  a 
great  number  of  provincial  lawyers  and  needy  fpe- 
culifts  were  returned,  to  the  excluHon  of  the  more 
refpe£i:able  caft  of  candidates  '•  He  alfo  fhewed  his 
decided  preference  of  the  tiers  etat  by  fufpending, 
by  order  of  council,  all  judicial  proceedings  com- 
menced in  Britanny,  on  account  of  the  popular 
infurreftions ''. 

In  thefe  obfervations  I  have,  in  fome  meafure, 
anticipated  events;  but  to  refume  the  courfe  of 
Report  to  narration :  foon  after  the  diflblution  of  the  notables, 
£?""*^*'*  the  minifter  made  a  report  to  the  king  in  council, 
*^*''  'which  was  afterwards  publiflied,  wherein  he  dif- 
played  a  Ihallownefs,  egotifm,  and  vanity,  entitled 
to  commiferation  ;  he  traverfed,  with  a  fophiftry  un- 
worthy a  minifter,  the  decifions  of  the  notables, 
and  giving  as  a  motive  the  impoftng  minority  of  the 
notables,  and  what  he  calls  le  bruit  Jourdde  F Europe^ 
decided  the  moil  important  questions  which  had 
engaged  their  attention,  in  a  manner  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  them.  He  determined  that  the  tiers 
etat  ftiould  have  a  double  reprefentation,  but  advifd 
them  not  to  infift  on  voting  by  poll,  but  always  in 
different  orders;  he  flattered  their  vanity  and 
elevated  their  infolence,  by  attributing  to  them  all 
the  knowledge  and  refpeftability  which  remained  in 
the  kingdom  ;  he  infulted  the  crown  by  an  affeftedly 
philofophical  declamation  on  the  advantages  of  an 
abridged  jurifdiftion  ;  and  to  fhew  that  the  pro- 
bable mifchiefs  of  his  meafures  were  not  out  of  his 
contemplation,  that  they  might  probably  produce 
the  diforganization  of  all  authority,  the  influx  of 

*  RoiiilU'v  Memoirs,  p.  14. 

y  Bertrand*t  Mtmoirs,  vol.  L  p»  159. 
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all  licentioufiiefs,  he  modejily  aflures  the  king,  as 
recompence  for  what  he  might  fufFer,  that  he  wou 
ftiJ]  retain  the  power  of  difmijftng  the  minijler  who  hi 
influenced  his  deliberations  ^. 

Necker's  conduft  in  the  whole  of  this  bufinc 

appears   fo  remote  from  wifdom.  and  fo  perverl 

that   his  motives  are  not  eafily  defined.     I  do  n 

believe  he  was  influenced  by  avarice ;   his  fortu: 

was   already   made ;    and   againft  the  charges 

gratifying  religious  pride  by  the  abafement  of  tl 

clergy,  and  of  indulging  his  natural  prejudice 

favour  of  democracy,    by  the  debafement  of  t: 

fuperior    orders,   he  has  ably  defended  himfelf 

He  avows,  indeed,  that  one  of  his  motives  was  t 

hope  of  retainmg  his  fituation,  in  fpite  of  the  w 

of  the  fovereign  **,  but  even  that  defire,  and  all  t 

reft  of  his  conduft  may  be  referred  to  the  impu 

of  vanity,  which  in  him  prevailed  as  a  paflion,  a 

fubdued  reafon.     Flattered  by  the  popularity  cc 

ferred  on    him   by  circumftances,   raofed  by  t 

corrupting  influence  of  unvaried  fuccefs  to  a  pec 

liar  complacency  of  felf^contemplation,  it   is  i 

wonderful  that  he  was  fo  far  the  dupe  of  his  o^ 

confidence,  as  to  believe  that  when  once  he  h  i 

advanced  his   popularity  to  the  higheft  pitch, 

gaining  for  the  people,  in  oppofition  to  the  notab  i 

and  the  privileged  orders,  what  they  fo  arden  I 

defired,  he  fliould  be  able  to  mould  their  rq)refen 

tives  to   his    will,  and,  by  exerting  his  influei 

between  them  and  the  king,  be  enabled  to  br 

*  Moore^B  View,  voU,  p.  113  to  110.    E%pofition,  &c.  par   1 

tbur  Dillon,  p.  iq,     Wiide*s  Addrelt,  p.  19»» 

*  On  ihc  Revoluiioii,  vol.  L  p*  31 1*    Sec  alfo  Bejflrand'a  Mem 

**  "  J'avqis  connu  mieuK  que  perfonne,  combien  fetoit  mftabl 
**  paffnger  le  bien  qu*  Ton  pQiivcit  faiie  fotis  un  ^puvcrncmcnt  01  I 
"  principes  il^anlmTni Oration  cliungcnt  nu  gre  iles  miniflres>  &  ie« 
"  mftres  au  gr£  d«  I'intnguf,  J^avoiso  bfervc  que  ilans  Ic  cours  pa£ 
**  lie  l^aJminillration  dcs  hommcs  publics,  aiKui«  Hee  gen 
*'  n'avoit  k  terns  de  ^Vtsblir,  aacun  bicnfait  nc  pouvoltfe  conlbla    1 
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about  fuch  reforms,  both  in  the  goyemment  and 
'  finances,  as  he  thought  neceflary. 
Hi«  popu-  At  this  'period  Necker's  popularity  was  un- 
^nP  ^"^  bounded,  and  the  court  placed  implicit  reliance  on 
the  integrity  of  his  motives  and  the  efficacy  of  his 
endeavours ;  for  though  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
except  Orleans,  had  united  in  prefenting  to  the 
crown  a  memorial  refpefting  the  iEflamed  ftate  of 
the  public  mind,  and  the  danger  of  a  revolution  in 
the  opinion  of  the  people  refpefling  the  neceffary 
form  of  government,  Necker*s  opinion  was  adopted 
by  the  council,  and,  in  fpite  of  the  remondrances 
of  fome  of  their  more  anxious  and  clear-fighted 
friends,  recommended  by  the  queen,  and  fancUoned 
by  the  king  ^ 

This  confidence  ought  to  have  been  repaid  by  a 
xnoft  zealous  attention  to  the  happinefs  and  welfu'e 
of  the  royal  family,  but  that  was  not  the  cafe ;  for 
though  if  is  notorious,  that  during  the  whole  of 
Necker's  adminiftration,  the  moft  fhameful  libels 
on  them  and  on  the  whole  court  were  profufely 
circulated,  and  produced  the  moft  baleful  effeft,  he 
did  not  take  the  flighteft  ftep  towards  preventing 
or  even  difcouraging  them;  and  though  irritable, 
and  even  vindiftive  at  the  moft  trifling  farcafm 
againft  himfelf,  he  fufFercd  thofe  againft  every 
other  perfon  to  go  unpunifhed  **. 
1788-9.  His  report  was  publiflied  at  a  very  critical  period, 
SStcf  ^^^^  the  people  were  diftrefled  by  the  rigour  of  ^ 
'  exceffively  cold  winter,  alarmed  by  the  fear  of  want, 
and  fupported  only  by  the  charitable  donations  of 
the  rich.  Necker  had  exhibited  confiderableaffeft- 
ation  of  philanthropy  on  this  point.  I  have  already 
mentioned  his  exertions  with  refpefl:  to  grain,  and 
in  addition  to  thefe  he  made  a  public  experiment 

«  Hiftorical  Skefchet.   p.  St,     Bcrtrand's  MemoirSj  vol,  i-  ?■ 'J* 
•nd  161.     Wilde'i  Addr^fs,  p.  %q^, 
^  SccYoung'*Trafels,p.i04*  15 crtrand 'a  Memoirs,  vofJ.p-Ml' 
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TefpeSii^  butchers'  meat.  He  lent  to  St.  Germam 
for  ail  ox,  had  it  weighed,  killed,  and  weighed 
again,  dedu£):ing  the  fkin,  horns,  hoofs,  &c.  He 
demonftrated  that  the  butchers  fold  at  a  profit  of.  ' 
fifty  per  cent,  but  the  information  was  the  only  ad- 
vantage which  refulted  to  the  public,  as  no  attempt 
was  made  to  reduce  the  price  of  provifions  *".  Yet 
thefe  trifles  augmented  the  popularity  of  the  minifter, 
and  he  was  defirous  of  deriving  every  advantage 
from  it,  by  procuring  the  affembly  to  be  held  at 
Paris.  This  he  has  lince  acknowledged  to  be  an 
error,  and  acquiefces  in  the  propriety  of  their 
judgment  who  over-ruled  his,  and  made  Verfailles 
the  place  of  fitting.  But  had  the  operation  of 
circumftanoes,  and  the  known  intrigues  of  perfons 
in  the  capital  been  duly  adverted  to,  the  place  of 
fitting  fliould  have  been  ftill  farther  removed  from 
that  peftilential  atmofphere  ^ 

At  length  the  ftates-general  were  opened  at  Ver-    jth  ivlay 
failles.     The  day  commenced  with  an  aft  of  reli-  Aflembi 
gion  :  the  deputies  attended  the  king  to  the  church  of  thT 
of  St.  Louis,  where  a  fermon  was  preached  by  the  itates.gc^ 
bifliop  of  Nancy,  on  the  importance  of  religion  to  ^^  * 
the  well-being  of  a  fl:ate.     From  church  they  went 
to  the  hall-  appointed  for  the  ftates.     The  king  was 
feated  on  a  throne,  the  queen  on  one  at  his  fide, 
but  not  fo  high  ;   the  princes  of  the  blood   (except 
Orleans)  were  feated  around;  the  clergy  and  nobleffe 
at  oppofite  fides  of  the  hall ;    and  the  tiers  etat  at 
the  lower  end.     The  king  made  a  fpeech,Mn  which 
he  complimented  the  ftates  on  their  meeting,  ad- 
verted to  the  condition  of  the  revenue,  and  pointed 
out  many  objefts  of  public  importance  to  their  at- 
tention.    He  was  followed  by  M.  Barretin,  keeper 
t)f  the  feals,  who  faid   his  raajefty  had  complied 
with  the  wiflies  of  his  fubjefts  in  granting  a  double 

•  Flayfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  96. 

/  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.i.p.  6S.     Rabaud,  p.  67.     Sur  rAdmi- 
niftration^  &c,  p.  61.  63.     Wilcie*3  Addrefs^  p.  490. 
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rcprefentation  to  the  tiers  etat ;  but  left  to  the  three 
orders  to  adjuft  amongft  themfelves  the  point  of 
voting  by  orders  or  by  poll.  This  fpeech  was  little 
attended  to;  but  Necker's,  which  lafted  three 
hours,  was  complimented  by  the  mod  profound  and 
uninterrupted  attention.  The  oration  however  gave 
but  little  fatisfaftioii ;  he  was  not  beloved  by  the 
nobility  or  clergy,  and  the  tiers  etat,  influenced  by 
faftion,  and  bent  on  extenfive  plans  of  reform,  re- 
ceived his  moderate  ideas  with  contempt  and  anger, 
and  lillened  with  impatience  to  his  financial  calcu- 
lations. Many  ftriftures  on  his  fpeech  were  pub- 
lifhed ;  and  from  them  he  might  have  learnt  more 

{)roperly  to  appreciate  his  own  talents  and  popu- 
arity  ^.  It  is  afferted,  that  he  paid  more  attention 
to  the  ftyle  and  delivery  than  to  the  matter  of  the 
harangue.  The  foUowmg  charafter  of,  and  anec- 
dote refpedling  it,  are  fupplied  by  Arthur  Young  ^ 
— ^**  The  worft  thing  I  know  of  Necker  is  his  fpeech 
*'  to  the  ftates  on  their  affembling ;  a  great  oppor- 
*'  tunity,  but  loft:  no  great  leading  or  mafterly 
*'  views  ;  no  decifion  on  circumftances  in  which  the 
*'  people  ought  to  be  relieved,  and  new  principles 
*^  of  government  adopted.  It  is  the  fpeech  you 
*'  would  expeft  from  a  banker's  clerk  of  fome  abi- 
*'  lity.  Concerning  it  there  is  an  anecdote  worth 
*'  inferting:  he  knew  his  voice  would  not  enable 
*'  him  to  go  through  the  whole  of  it  in  fo  large  a 
**  room,  and  to  fo  numerous  an  aflembly;  and 
*'  therefore  he  had  fpoken  to  Monf.  de  Brouflbnet, 
*'  of  the  academy  of  fciences,  and  fecretary  to  the 
*'  royal  fociety  of  agriculture,  to  be  in  reacfinefs  to 

8  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.i.  p.  73.  Rabaud's  Hiftory,  p.74-i.75" 
See  Oblervations  on  the  place  of  fitting  and  manner  of  debatingi 
Young's  Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  110.  Amongft  the  moft  fcvcre  cenforsof 
Necker  was  Mirabeau,  whofe  journal  was  fupprciTed  by  an  order  oi 
council  obtained  at  Nccker's  requeft.  Young's  'I'ravels,  p.  lU* 
Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p,  aoi.  See  alfo  Playfair's  Hiftory  of  Jaco^* 
jniAiiy  p.  116.     A.  Dillon^s  Expofition  abiege,  p.  16,  17. 

^  J  ravels,  p.  109.  , 
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^*  read  it  for  him.  He  had  been  prefent  at  anan- 
**  nual  general  meeting  of  that  fociety,  when  Monf. 
*^  Brouffonet  had  made  a  difcourfe  with  a  powerful 
"  piercing  voice,  that  was  heard  diftinftly  to  the 
*'  greateft  diftance.  This  gentleman  attended  him 
"  feveral  times  to  take  his  inftruftions,  and  be  fure 
**  of  underftanding  the  interlineations  that  were 
*'  made  foon  after  the  fpeech  was  finiflied.  M. 
**  Brouffonet  was  with  him  in  the  evening  before  . 
*^  the  affembly  of  the  ftates,  at  nine  o'clock ;  and 
"  next  day,  when  he  came  to  read  it  in  public,  he 
"  found  ftill  more  corredions  and  alterations,  which 
"  Necker  had  made  after  quitting  him:  they 
"  were  chiefly  in  ftyle,  and  fhew  how  very  fo- 
'^  licitous  he  was  in  regard  to  the  form  and  decora- 
"  tion  of  his  matter.  The  ideas,  in  my  opinion, 
"  wanted  this  attention  more  than  the  ftyle.  M. 
^'  Brouffonet  himfelf  told  me  this  little  anecdote,'* 
The  ftates-general  were  thus  compofed  ^ ; 

^he  Clerfry  were  reprefented  by  Compofi- 

48  Bifhops  and  archbifliops ;  ^^^^  ®'^- 

35  Abb6s,  canons,  or  beneficed  clergymen ;  and 
208  Cures,  or  clergymen  having  livings  with  the  cure 
of  fouls, 
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*  Conjuration  dc  d^Orleans,  vol.  i.  p.  a86.  *'  The  nobility  and 
'<  higher  order  of  the  clergy  of  Britanny  had  refufed  to  name  their 
"  (leputie$  to  the  ftates- general ,  upon  the  pretence  that  the  form  of 
"  their  convocation  was  contrary  to  the  cuftoms  and  privileges  oF  the 
''  province.  The  ten  deputies  that  the  higher  clergy  had  named, 
"  were  re*placed  by  ten  curates  who  belonged  to  the  order  du  tiersf  at 
''  lead  by  birth ;  but  the  twenty-one  deputies  which  the  noblefTe  of 
"  Britanny  ought  to  have  fent,  were  not  replaced  by  the  other  pro. 
"  vinces;  therefore  the  order  of  the  nobility  had,  in  the  ftates-gene^ 
*'  ral,  twenty-one  members  lefs  i  and  the  order  of  the  tiers  had  about 
"  ten  members  more  than  they  ought.*'  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  i. 
P- 183. 
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The  Nobility^  by 

18  Grand  balllisi  feivechaux,  or  heads  of  diftiifls  i 
S24  Gentlemen,  or  men  of  family  ;  and 
28  Magiftrates  of  the  fuperior  courts. 
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The  Tters  Etat^  by 


2  EcclefiafticSy  or  beneficed  clergymen  \ 
12  Gentlemen  of  family; 
16  Phyficiansj 

.  1 8  Mayors,  or  heads  of  corporations ; 
162  0£Bcers  of  bailliages,  or  inferior  courts  of  juftice; 
176  Bourgeois^  merchantSj  land-owners^  and  farmers  j 

and 
2X2  Lawyers* 

598 


Impolicy       Th^  hxitx  order  having  fo  great  a  majority,  and 
,  of  the  pro-  being  fo  completely  in  poifeflion  of  the  public  pre- 
wfth  re*    dileftion,  it  would  have  fhewn  wifdom  as  well  as 
fy^tei  to      moderation  in  the  two  fuperior  orders,  and  in  the 
drcfs,  &c.  court,  to  have  acquired  a  fhare  in  the  good  opinion 
of  the  people,  if  poffible,  by  treating  them  with  ap- 
parent refped  and  diftinftion^    This  however  was 
not  done.     On  the  day  of  their  proceflion  to  Ver- 
failles,  the  drefs  was  arranged  by  an  order  from  the 
court :  that  of  the  clergy  and  nobility  was  pompous 
and  impofing,  and  the  wealth  and  tafte  of  many  of 
the  wearers  enabled  them  to  render  it  brilliant  and 
dazzling  :  that  of  the  tiers  etat  cpnfifted  merely  of 
a  little  black  ftuff  cloak,  fuch  as  was  worn  by  fome 
of  the  profeffion  of  lawyers,  and  which,  joined  to 
any  other  drefs  than   black,  which  'many  of  the 
members  did  not  wear,  had  a  mean  and  ridiculous 
appearance.     But  the  efFefl:  on  the  populace  was 
9  entirely 


entirely  different  from  what  this  fpeftacle  might 
have  been  expefted  to  produce.  At  the  approach 
of  every  individual  of  the  fuperior  orders,  (except 
Orleans,)  filence,  or  clamorous  reproach  inter- 
mingled with  threats,  prevailed  ;  while  the  humbly- 
clad  members  of  the  favourite  order  were  hailed 
with  fhouts  of  Vive  le  tiers  etat  j  and  many  of  them  ^ 
friends  of  Orleans  congratulated  by  name.  In 
like  manner  their  reception  in  the  hall  of  affembly 
infpired  difguft :  to  the  clergy  and  nobility,  both 
the  folding  doors  were  thrown  open ;  to  the  tiers 
etat  J  only  one.  The  diftinftion  may  be  maintained 
by  precedent ;  but  fo  much  of  eftabliflied  ufage  had 
been  already  foregone,  and  the  people  were  difpofed 
to  demand  a  relinquiftiment  of  fo  much  more,  that 
found  policy  would  have  diftated  a  little  flexibility 
on  the  occafion ;  for  the  temper  of  the  people, 
notwithflanding  the  new  lights  they  had  gained 
from  philofophy,  was  not  fufEciently  philofophical 
to  look  on  thefe  trifles  with  unconcern,  or  even 
without  confiderable  rancour ''. 

The  tiers  etatj  obedient  to  the  injunftions  of  the  Obftmacy 
party  who  procured  tjbe  return  of  the  majority,  and 
heated  by  the  applaufes  and  infl:igations  of  the  pam- 
phleteers, loft  no  time  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  ad- 
vantage which  their  fuperiority  in  number  gave 
them  over  the  other  two  claffes.  .They  refifted 
every  ftep  which  tended  to  eftabUfti  a  precedent  of 
their  fitting  in  diflferent  chambers,  or  voting  by 
order$ ;  they  would  not  even  proceed  to  a  verifi- 
cation of  their  powers,  unlefs  the  other  two  orders 
would  meet  with  them  in  the  common  hall.  The 
nobility  and  clergy,  fenfible  that  they  were  contend- 
ing for  their  exiilence,  oppofed  this  meafure  with 
great  obftinacy  for  feveral  weeks,  the  majority  of 
fach  refufing  to  take  a  ftep  which  had  an  obvious 

^  Pagts,  vol.  i.  p.  9?.  and  Moore's  View,  vol.i.  p.  146.  ct  fcq, 
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tendency  to  their  political  deftruftion.  Public  bufi- 
nefs  was  at  a  ftand  ;  the  people  became  clamorous ; 
the  king  propofed  a  conciliatory  meafure  in  vain ; 
the  tiers  etat  refolutely  rejefted  every  plan  but  an 
unconditional  affociation  of  all  the  orders,  and  a 
J7thjuly  community  of  debate  and  operation!  Encouraged 
'^  ^*  at  length  by  the  partiality  of  the  people,  and  anxious 
to  do  fomething  in  their  nev^r  charafter,  the  de- 
puties, after  fending  repeated  meflages  inviting  the 
clergy  and  nobility  to  join  them,  proceeded  to  a 
verification  of  their  powers.  They  were  at  this 
time  joined  only  by  three  cures:  thefe  men,  difgufted 
at  their  want  of  importance  amongft  the  dignitaries 
of  the  church,  threw  themfelves  into  the  arms  of 
the  tiers  etat,  who  received  them  with  tranfport, 
looking  on  the  event  as  a  prelude  to  a  complete 
^  victory  on  their  part.  They  proceeded  to  bufinefs 
without  lofs  of  time ;  and  having,  after  a  debate  of 
much  length,  and  in  which  great  aflfeftation  of  ver- 
bal precifion  was  difplayed,  adopted  the  name  of 
THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY,  fet  about  reforming 
the  ftate,  with  an  eagernefs  which  promifed  difpatch. 
They  declared  the  total  illegality  of  all  the  exifting 
taxes,  permitting  them,  however,  to  be  provifionally 
collefted  for  tjie  prefent,  and  till  their  further  order, 
or  diflblution,  from  what  caufe  foever.  They  fur- 
ther declared,  that  they  would  take  into  confider- 
ation  the  national  debt ;  but  that  for  the  prefent  the 
creditors  of  the  ftate  were  under  the  fafeguard  of 
the  honour  of  the  French  nation.  The  majority  of 
the  clergy,  after  a  long  difcuffion  in  what  manner 
they  fhould  verify  their  powers,  refolved  to  join  the 
national  affembly '. 
Kccicer  Meantime  the   minifter,    whofe  vanity  had  led 

royaifu/   ^^^  to   fuppofc  that   he   could  reftrain  the  dif- 
ting,  orderly   motions   of    the    affembly   whenever    he 

thought  proper ;   whofe  equivocal   declarations  a^ 

^  ImpariiahHiftory.    Rabaud.    Conjuration  de  d'Orleansi  &c. 

their 
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their  firft  meeting,  and  whofe  qondud  iince,  had 
produced  and  inflamed  much  of  the  acrimonious 
Ipirit  they  betrayed ;  alarmed  at  the  importance  of 
the  fteps  already  taken,  advifed  the  king  to  pro- 
claim a  royal  fitting  without  delay,  and  there  to  de- 
liver a  fpeech,  containing  a  plan  of  government  or 
declaration  of  rights,  which  he  had  compofed,  and 
which  he  expefted  would  tend  much  to  conciliate 
the  minds  of  the  tiers  etat.  The  confidence  of  the 
king  was  not  in  the  leaft  abated,  and  he  refolved  to 
follow  this  advice  without  delay.  Accordingly,  on  10th  June, 
the  day  the  clergy  had  appointed  to  join  the  national 
affembly,  the  heralds  proclaimed  a  royal  fitting  for 
the  22d  ;  and  that,  in  confequence  of  the  prepara- 
tions which  muft  neceffarily  be  made  in  the  halls  of 
the  three  orders,  a  fufpenfion  of  the  fittings  niuft 
take  place  till  after  that  day.  This  produced  the 
famous  oath  of  the  tennis-court,  and  the  fubfequent 
refolutions  and  tranfaftions  "• 

During  this  interval,  while  the  king  was  at  Marli,  Necker's 
and  the  plan  of  his  declaration  or  fpeech  at  the  royal  ^eniment" 
feffion  was  under  difcuffion  in  the  council,  he  was  altered  in 
mduced  to  make  fome  alterations  in  the  words  or  council, 
form  of  it.     Necker,  who  had  been  ufed  to  fee  his 
diftates  implicitly  followed,  feems  to  have  refented 
this  proceeding.     Some  writers  have  afferted  that 
the  alterations  were  very  immaterial,  a  jnere  change 
of  words " :   Necker  afferts  that  hi§  plan  was  aU 
tared  in  many  important  particulars,  and  fpecifies 
fome,  but  does  not  give  the  whole  in  its  perfect 
ftate,  alleging  that  it  was  burnt  by  a  friend  to  whom 
h^  had  lent  it*.     Bertrand,  however,  has  pointed 
out  many  of  the  variations,  which  feem  very  rea- 
fonable,    and   nothing   more   than   the    temperate 
efforts  of  the  king's  relatives  and   counfellors  to 
prevent  the  royal  authority  and  the  privileges  of  the 

^  See  Bailly.  n  Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p.  aji. 

•  On  the  Rcvplution,  vol.  i.  p.  17 a,  173.   . 
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fuperior  orders  from  being  unconditionally  laid  at 
the  feet  of  the  tiers  etat  **.  I  fhall  refume  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  Necker's  conduft ;  but  firft  relate  the 
tranfaftions  of  the  day,  only  premifing,  that  Nec- 
ker's  intended  refignation  was  generally  circulated 
and  credited. 
<sdjune.  ^^  ^^e  midfl  of  jealoufies,  alarms,  and  evil  im-i 
Royai  preffions,  the  royal  fitting  was  held.  The  ftreets 
fitting.  ^£  Verfailles  were  lined  with  guards,  the  hall  of  the 
ftates  was  furrounded,  and  none  but  deputies  ad- 
mitted'*. While  the  nobility  and  clergy  were 
taking  their  places,  the  tiers  etat  were  obliged  to 
ftelter  themfelves  in  an  out-houfe  from  the  rain,  and 
when  admitted,  were  not  accommodated  with  feats. 
Thefe  were  moft  injudicious  meafures,  and  tended 
to  increafe  the  prevailing  jealoufy,  and  add  to  the 
difcontents  of  the  day.  'The  king  arrived  foon  after 
the  deputies  were  placed,  attended  .by  a  pompous 
retinue,  the  princes  of  the  blood,  the  dukes  and 
peers :  four  heralds  and  their  king  at  arms  were 
placed  about  the  throne  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
hall ;  before  tlie  throne  was  a  table,  at  which  the 
minifters  were  feated,  except  Necker,  who  did 
not  attend.  This  circumftance,  which  feemed  to 
indicate  a  disapprobation  of  the  meafures  in  agita- 
tion, increrifed  the  diflatisfadlion  of  the  members; 
and  their  gloom  received  a  ftill  deeper  fhade  from 
the  accident  of  M.  Paporet,  one  of  the  king's  fecre- 
taries,  falling  down  in  an  apoplectic  fit,  and  ex- 
piring in  the  hall. 
The  Thus  furrounded  bv  difguft,  prejudice,  and  dif- 

ll't«h.  fatisfadtion,  diverted  ot  the  only  perfon  whofe  coun- 
teirance  would  have  refliored  to  him,  in  any  degree, 
the  good  opinion  of  the  fmall  portion  among  thofe 
Tubjefts  who  remained  untainted  by  the  contagion 
of  difloyalty,  he  opened  the  feffion  by  an  introduc- 

P  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  i6s. 

*  Aftlim-  Young*ft  Travels,  p.  iiS. 
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toTy  difcourfe^  after  which  the  plan  was  read.  It 
annulled  the  proceedings  of  the  national  affembly ; 
recommended  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  fubjeft  to  cer- 
tain reftriflions;  and  the  abolition  of  lettres-de'Cachef^ 
if  it  could  be  done  confiftently  with  the  well-being 
of  individuals  and  of  the  public.  The  king  was  re- 
{trained  from  impofing  any  new  tax  without  the 
confent  of  the  national  reprefentatives,  and  all  ex- 
emptions from  the  payment  of,  taxes  were  done 
away :  the  corvees  were  abolifhed  :  the  diftinftion  of 
orders  was  to  be  preferved,  allowing,  however,  the 
three  eftates  to  meet  and  debate  in  common,  with 
the  king's  approbation.  Many  other  reforms  were 
propofed,  and  the  whole  plan  evinced  a  difpofition 
to  confult  the  real  good,  and  anticipate  many 
wilhes  of  the  people,  which  was  certainly  entitled 
to  the  greateft  gratitude  from  their  reprefentatives. 
It  was  received  with  a  profound  (ilence,  rather  in- 
dicative of  difcontent  than  approbation ;  and  the 
king,  having  ordered  the  affembly  to  feparate  a:nd 
meet  him  there  the  next  day,  retired,  attended  by 
the  nobility  and  part  of  the  clergy. 

The  affembly,  notwithftanding  this  order,  deli- Proceed, 
vered  by  the  king  in  perfon,  and  enforced  by  a  mef-  i'^^ bw, 
fage  delivered  by  M.  de  Breze,  grand-mafter  of  the 
ceremonies,  commenced  an  aftive  debate,  or  rather  a 
feries  of  vituperative  protefts  againft  the  procceedings 
of  the  day,  which  Camus  called  by  the  contemptu- 
ous and  unpopular  name  of  a  bed  ofjujike.  They 
entered  into  refolutions  declaratory  of  their  adher- 
ence to  their  former  decrees,  that  the  perfons  of  the 
deputies  of  the  people  were  inviolable,  and  de- 
nounced penalties  of  high  treafon  againft  thofe  who 
fcould  moleft  them.  They  feemed  to  contemn  the 
hounties  offered  fo  freely  by  the  king,  which,  if  they 
did  not  amount  to  all  that  fanguine  and  interefted 
fpeculifts  could  defire,  formed  however  a  bafis  on 
which  might  have  been  erefted  a  permanent  temple 
of  national  felicity.     The  demagogues  of  the  affem- 
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biy  ieemed  jealous  left  the  purity  and  benevoteiicfi 
of  the  king's  intentions  fliould  be  impartially  con- 
fidered  by  the  people,  and  to  have  feized  with  ma- 
lignant avidity  the  opportunity  offered  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  marquis  de  Brcze,  to  fanfiion  an 
aft  of  audacious  rebellion,  and  openly  conteft  the 
palm  of  public  favour  with  the  king^ 
ohrerTJi*  The  whole  conduct  of  Necker  on  this  occafion 
tions  on  ^^g  {q  extraordinary*  and  fo  remote  from  propriety, 
co'ndua!  **^  ^°  jiiflify  the  reproaches  with  which  the  royalift 
writers  have  aiTailed  him,  and  to  give  ftrong  fuf- 
picions  of  his  caballhig  with  the  Orleans  faftion 
to  maintain  his  power.  The  often  fibfe  pretence  for 
his  abfence  was  his  attendance  on  a  fick  fifler-in- 
law  ;  but  whatever  may  be  faid  of  the  feelings  of 
humanity  and  confanguinity,  the  man  who  under- 
took,  in  times  fo  replete  with  trouble  and  peril,  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  a  great  kingdom,  w^as  bound 
to  fufpcnd  for  a  time  their  dictates,  in  order  to  per- 
form duties  more  important.  Necker  well  kiiei^ 
that  much  of  the  clamour  raifed  on  the  falfe  report 
of  an  intended  diiroiution  of  the  afTenibly,  was  ihe 
\vork  of  a  party,  and  had  been  at  the  pains  to  con- 
tradict it  in  writing  ;  yet  he  did  not  poflefs  firmfl^fs 
of  char  after  or  felf-denial  enough  to  rifk  the  lofs 
of  any  of  that  popularity  of  which  he  was  fo 
fooliflily  enamoured,  by  appearing  to  fupport  a 
meafure  againfl  which  he  had  fome  reafon  to  think 
an  outcry  would  be  raifed.  The  illnefs  of  a  Jijler-it' 
iaw  was  but  a  weak  excufe  for  evading  the  duties  ot 
his  ftation,  knowing  as  he  did  that,  but  a  few  days 
before,  the  king  had  h^tn  forced  to  receive  a  depu- 
tation of  the  allembly,  and  give  his  attention  to  bu- 
•  fmefs,  although  afflifted  by  the  recent  death  ofafif 
Necker  has  been  at  great  pains  to  jufliiy  himfelf  in 
his  iwQ  apologetical  publications.     In  that  publilhed 

f  For  the  nurrauve  of  this  day's  proCEedin}^s  and  remark*  on  rr,^^ 
cording  to   ihcir  diffeient   piJnclpIc*,    ]«  Xabaudj   Moore'i  Vit*'» 
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ki  1797,  and  addreffed  to  the  world  at  large,  who 
had  feen  with  aftonifliment  ♦the  refult  of  his  mea- 
fures,  he  ufes  arguments  and  affertions  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport :  he  fays  that,  from  the  material  al- 
terations which  had  been  made  in  his  plan,  he  was 
determined  to  retire  from  adiiiiniftration,  but  would 
not  give  in  his  formal  refignation  before  the  feffion, 
which  was  to  he  held  the  next  day.     For  this  he 
gives  no  reafon,  but  fays,  "  The  delay  was  not 
**  long ;  and  without  attaching  an  indifcreet  import" 
^^  ance  to  myfelf  and  my  aftions,  I  tnought  this  a 
*'  proper  forbearance.     I  did  not  however  attend  at 
**  this  folemn  aflembly  :  it  was  not  right  for  me  to 
**  do  fo  ;   for,  if  I  had,  the  public  would  have  con- 
*'  fidered  my  refignation  as  a  refolution  decided  by 
*'  the  want  of  fuccefs  of  a  meafure  which  I  had  ad- 
**  vifed.     It  was  too  much  alfo,  I  confefs,  that  thofe 
**  who  carried  it  again/i  me  Jhould  oblige  me  to  quit 
'*  the  mimjiryj  and  at  the  fame  time  force  me  to  ruin 
"  ^yfiff  i^  ^^^  public  opinion^  by  oflenfibly  concurring 
*'  in  a  Jhp  abfolntely  contrary  to  my  views  and  coun^ 
^^  feU\^*     This  fentence  is  remarkable  for  vanity 
and  treachery.     If  Necker  really  intended  to  quit 
the  miniftry,  (which  I  do  not  believe  to  have  been 
the  feft,)    to  whom   was   this  proper  forbearance 
fliewn  ? — Not  to  the  king  or  the  court ;  for  to  the 
court  he  does  not  hefitate  at  this  diftance  of  time 
to  exprefs  his  malevolence  ;  not  to  the  king,  for  he 
would  not  aflift  him  even  with  his  prefence,  but  by 
his  abfence  made  his  repugnance  to  his  plan  the 
more  ftriking  and  obvious.      His  forbearance  was 
felfifh:  he  faw  that  a  divifion  was  likely  to  arife 
between  the  king  and  his  fubjefts ;    he  refolved, 
inftead  of  carrying  the  weight  of  popular  opinion 
which  he  then  poffeffed  to  the  fide  of  royalty,  to 
contribute  all  in  his  power  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  op- 
pofing  fa£tion :   in  a  word,  he  refolved  to  be  the 

<  On  the  Revolution,  vol,  i.  p.  201* 
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mihilter  ot  the  auembly,   and  not  of  the  kmg. 
Though  he  had  not  announced  his  mtended  refig- 
nation  to  the  king,  it  had  been  fpread  aifiduoufiy 
enough  among  the  people,  and  was,  by  the  arts  of 
his  party,  univerfally  deprecated  •.     He  had  been 
for  fome  time  in  fear  that  the  party  in  the  cabinet 
adverfarious  to  his  views  would  gain  the  afcend- 
ancy ;   and  therefore  refolved,  by  a  marked  oppo- 
fition  to  thpm,  to  ruin  them  in  the  public  opinbn,  re- 
gardlefe  of  the  confequences  to  the  king,  if  his  own 
authority  was  fecured.      In  this  view  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  it  is  not  too  much  to  fuppofe  that,  by  a  refine- 
ment of  treachery,  he  propofed  the  royal  fitting,  a 
novel,  and,  as  he  himfelf  confeffes,  a  very  bold  and 
delicate  meafure  * ;   and  then,   availing  himfelf  of 
the  differences  in  council,  refufed  to  fanfiion  4e 
profecution  of  it,  but  left  the  court  to  contend  vith 
the  difgrace  in  which  he  had  involved  them.   At 
leaft  this  is  certain,  that  the  meafure,  to  have  been 
efficacious,  fhould  have  been  fuggefted  much  fooner: 
it  fliould  alfo  have  been  preceded  by  conciliatory  de- 
clarations, and  announced  as  an  inftance  of  royal  be- 
nevolence.    Inftead  of  this,  Necker  permitted  it  to 
be  whifpered  about  with  all  the  myfterioufhefs  which 
begets  diflrufl,  to  be  announced  with  an  air  of  au- 
thority already  grown  odious  to  the  populace:  nc 
permitted  the  line  of  feparation  to  be  drawn  between 
the  fentiments  of  the  court  and  thofe  of  the  public; 
and  inftead  of  any  attempt  to  harmonife  them,  ag- 
gravated the    flighefl  (hades  of   difKnaion,  and 
eagerly  attached  himfelf  to  the  popular  fide. 

Thus  far  I  have  examined  Necker's  defence  ^5 
held  out  in  his  lafl  publication,  but  in  his  preceding 
apology,  written  in  1791,  he  appears  not  to^^^ 
fo  well  digefled  his  fpleai,  or  prepared  his  f^^^' 
in  that  he  fhews  more  anger,  and  exhibits  his  reio* 

•  Sec  Arthur  Young's  Travels,  p.  io8.  114  to  iiS.    .   .  ..rttioni 
t  On  the  RcYolution,  vol.i,  p.  185.  tjj.    S«r  rAdtwO*"''" 
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ludon  to  be  populat  with  lefs  referve ".  He  th 
accufes  the  council  of  havjng  perverted  his  p 
from  its  original  meaning,  and  fays,  **  that,  by 
*'  grees,  though  they  appeared  to  retain  part  of 
**  projeilj  they  refcinded  all  that  eonjiituted  its  ejfet 
*'  all  that  could  render  it  agreeable  to  the  common 
He  obferveSi  with  the  mean  infidioufnefs  of  a  n 
who  wifhes  to  return  to  office,  in  fpite  of  the  kii 
who  at  the  time  he  wrote  was  ftill  l5ing,  "  It  \ 
'^  a  remarkable  Angularity,  that  the  court  fhoi 

*  think  the  ftyle,  rather  firm  and  lofty,  which  \ 
^  proper  when  the  king  enjoined  the  two  fuperi 
'  orders  to  utiite  themfelves  with  the  commoi 
'  in  thdr  labmrs  for  the  public  good^  was  equa 

*  applicable  to  a  ftep,  the  fenfe  of  which  was  < 

*  folutely  different.**  In  the  following  page  he  fa 
^  I  defended  my  ideas  and  combated  the  inno^ 

*  tions  with  the  greateft  ftrength ;  I  courageou 

*  refitted  the  opinions  of  the  princes  called  in 
^  this  difcuiSon,  and  after  preferving,  to  the  1 

*  moment^  my  hope  of  effecting  the  triumph 

*  reafoB,  I  considered  what  line  of  condudt 
^  ought  to  adopt,  as  to  myfelf  individually,  a 
'^  after  a  deliberaite  examination,  and  many  interi 

*  ftruggles,  occafioned  by  the  difficulty  of  t 
;*  conjunaure,  I  thought  that  I  could  not,  in  I 

*  nour,  attend  the  fitting  of  the  23d  of  June, 
I*  retain  my  place  in  the  miniftry ;  and  if  I  did  r 
I*  make  the  king  acquainted  with  my  final  ( 
'  termination,  it  was  for  fear  of  receiving  a  pofiti 

^  order,  which  it  would  have  been  impoffible  i 
'  me  to  obey/' 

Much  of  the  agitation  of  this  memorable  d 
s,  doubtlefs,  to  be  attributed  to  the  faftion  of  C 
leans,  as  his  friends  and  privy-counfellors  were  m< 
aftive  in  promoting  it ',  but  Necker,  if  he  be  ; 

^  Sur  rAdminiftration,  &c.  p.  109  to  112. 
*  Con}uration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.i.  p.  497,  ct  feq.  Sec  alfo  Your 
TravcU,  p,  n;.    gee  Orleans. 
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quitted  of  being  the  accomplice,  claims  his  full 
fliare  in  all  the  events  by  which  it  was  diftinguiflied. 
His  popularity  was  fo  great,  that  the  king  was  ap- 
prehenfive  or  the  confequences  of  his  rumoured 
refignation,  and  in  the  evening  fent  for  him  to  the 
palace,  and  both  he  and  the  queen  prefied  him  to 
retain  his  fituation.  This  was  exadly  what  he  had 
expeded  and  wifhed,  the  humiliation  of  the  court, 
and  his  own  exaltation,  were  complete.  As  he  went 
to  this  interview,  and  while  he  was  there,  an  ira- 
menfe  mob  followed  him,  and  rufhed  into  the  court 
of  the  palace,  fhoutin^  •'  Vive  Necker  !  No  re/ipa- 
^*  Hon  /"  but  there  was  no  cry  of  Vive  le  Rot  ^ ! 
The  indecency  of  this  diftinftion  alone  ought  to 
have  induced  the  minifter  to  recede  from  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  the  populace,  and  return  by  the  inner 
paffage  from  the  palace  to  the  comptroller-generars 
hotel.  But  this  coarfe  incenfe  was  fuited  to  his 
tafte ;  he  did  a  thing  quite  unufual  to  minifiers, 
and  which  he  himfelr  had  never  done  before,  he 
returned  to  his  own  apartment  on  foot  acrofs  the 
court  where  the  pppulace  were  affembled,  enjoying 
their  acclamations,  affefting  to  yield  paternally  to 
their  folicitations  that  he  would  remain  in  office, 
and  permitting  himfelf  to  be  hoifted  on  theii^ 
flioulders  and  difplayed  in  triumph ''.  But  though 
he  gained  a  temporary  increafe  of  popularity,  it  is 
probable  that  he  loft  more  than  proportionately 
the  real  means  of  popularity,  fox  he  counterafted 
by  remaining  in  adminiftration  the  vi^ws  of  the 
friends  of  Orleans,  a  deputation  from  whom  had 
waited  on  him,  and  intreated  him,  almoft  on  their 
knees,  to  refign,  for  the  fake  of  embarralfing  the 
queen's  party '.  '  •     u 

y  Moore*s  View,  vol.  j.  p.  74S.  8ertrand*«  I^moi^s,  vol.  i. 
p. 167. 

*  Moore's  View.  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  ubi  fupra.  Young's  T»a" 
rcis,  p.  121.     See  alfo  the  different  hiftories. 

f  Voung*s  Traveisy  p.  120.    Sur  rAdminiftration,  &c.  p.  ii5'* 
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The  nobility,  and  thofe  of  the  clergy  who  ! 

not  yet  joined  the  tiers  etat^  were  in  the  utn 

confternation  at  the  afpeft  of  affairs.     The  Id 

diftrafted  by  contrary  councils,  and  biaffed  by 

declared  refolution  not  to  permit  the  fhedding 

blood  in   his   quarrel,   recommended,  and  finj 

infifted  on,  the  junftion  of  the  two  fuperior  ore 

with  the  lower,  which  accordingly,  in  fpite  of 

remonftrances  of  the  duke  of  Luxembourg,  t( 

effeft,   though   without  dignity   or   advantage, 

near  fifty  of  the  nobility,  headed  by  the  duke 

Orleans,  had  taken  the  fame  ftep  two  days'  before 

Mean  time  the  duke  of  Orleans  and  his  pai 

by  their  intrigues  with  the  guards,  by  their  fediti 

meetings   a.nd    harangues   in   the  palais   royalj 

their  criminal   fpeculation   in   grain,   and    by 

various  other  methods  detailed  in  the  life  of  t 

confpirator,  were  accelerating  the  explofion  wh 

was  to  place   him   at   the  fummit  of    his  wifl 

Thefe  events   becoming   known  to  the  court  ; 

the  friends   of  the  king;   induced  him  to  call 

the  foreign  troops,  and  to   give  the  command 

M.  Broglio.     The  condu£|;  of  Necker  gave  rife 

much  uneafinefs,  his  wifdom  or  his  loyalty  mufl 

impeachable;  every  meafure  he  had  recommen 

to  the  king  had  increafed  his  embarraffments,  w 

it  added  frefh  laurels  to  the  brow  of  the  minif 

Orders  for  money  on  the  treafury  figned  with 

name,  and  afterwards   difavowed  by  him;    ore 

fent  into  the  provinces,  figned  with  his  name, : 

bidding  the  holders  of  com  to  fend  it  to  the  <:api 

were  bro\ight  forward,  yet  with  a  fupinenefs  hai 

credible  in  his  fituation,  he  took  no  pains  to  de 

and  punifh  the  authors.     He  was  undoubtedly 

prized  of  the  turbulent  meeting?  at  the  palais  ro 

and  the  feduftion  of  the  military,  yet  took  no  ( 

to  prevent,  and  cautioufly  avoided  fanftioning  \ 

his  name,  any  of  the  meafiires  taken  to  counte: 

\h?m.    Thefe  circumftances,  joined  to  a  defpond 
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report  he  made  to  ti^e  committee  of  provifiom  !n 
the  national  aflembly,  gave  occaiion  to  fome  perfons 
near  the  throne,  who  were  prefSng  for  the  form^ 
tion  of  an  endre  new  miniftry,  to  reprefent  him  as 
a  monopoGzer  of  grain,  a  report  which  the  mer- 
cantile occupations  of  his  life  rendered  not  incredi- 
ble.    They  added,  that  he  was  devoted  to  the  fac- 
tion which  agitated  the  capital,  and  his  condud 
was  not  fufficiently  unequivocal  to  belie  the  aifer- 
tion  \ 
jith  July.     Urged  by  thefe  reprefentations,  the  king  fent  him 
Afmiffion  ^^  order  to  quit  the  kingdom  in  four-and-twenty 
*  hours.     He  acknowledges    himfelf    to  have  been 
aftonifhed  at  this  event,  and  almoft  incredulous  of 
its   reality  %  but  the  manner  of  his  obedience  is 
highly  creditable  to  him ;  he  was  at  dinner  when 
the  order  was  brought,  and,  without  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  concern,  faid  to  the  count  de  la  Lu- 
-zerne,  the  perfon  who  brought  it,  "  We  (hall  meet 
^*  at  the  council/*     After  dinner  he  pretended  a 
headach,    and   having  quitted   the    company  who 
had  been  dining  with  him,  without  the  leaft  mtima- 
tion  of  what  had  happened,  prevailed  on  his  lady 
to  accompany  him  in  his  carriage,  as  if  for  an 
airing,  and  then  firft  communicating  to  her  his  dif- 
mifSon,  drove  to  St.  Ouen,  his  country  feat,  where  he 
flept  that  night  J  and  the  next  morning,  notwithftand* 
|ng  th^  indi^ofition  of  madameNecker,  proceeded  on 
his  journey  towards  the  frontier  with  the  celerity 
q{  an  exprefs  ^. 
9^^^^'       The  banifliment  of  Necker  was,  under  all  cir« 
**^'^"**cumftances,  the  mofl  imprudent  meafure  which  the 
court  could  poffibly  have  taken.     They  knew  thq 
fermentation  at  Paris ;  they  knew  they  could  not 

*  Sec  the  Hiftorians  of  the  time,  particularly  Pag^s,  vol.  i.  ?•  ***' 
»55.     Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  i.  p.  284. 

«  Sur  rAdminiftration,  &c,  p.  H7,     On  the  Rcvolouonj  ^°'''' 
p.  ai4. 
-  4  Sur  rAclnviniftration,  fjc.  p,  u J*    Sec  alfo  the  Hiftories. 


depend  on  the  fidelity  of  the  troops,  and  they  knew 
th^t  thefe  agitations  and  defedions  v^ere  produced 
by  the  ambition  qf  the  firft  prince  qf  the  blood. 
If  the  king  had  retailed  the  miniiler,  the  explofioa 
then  ineditated  would  have  wanted  at  le^ft  one 
pretext,  and  if  he  h^d  ^y  attachment  to  the  king, 
his  credit  with  the  people  might  poffibly  have  beai 
reforted  to  with  advantage.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  was  inclined  to  the  oppofite  party,  his  prefence 
would  have  been  a  very  trifling  fanftion  to  their 
proceedings,  and  the  view  of  a  king,  befet  by 
traitorSj  ruined  by  duplicity,  and  Betrayed  and 
abandoned  by  the  minifter  in  whom  he  confided, 
would  have  prefented  to  his  fubjeAs  a  fpedlacle 
fo  interefting  as  to  have  caufed  many  to  rally  aroun4 
his  ilandard,  whom  contrary  fenfatioqs  drove  into 
the  arms  of  the  infurgents.  Necker's  conduct  ap* 
pears  to  have  been  founded  on  this  principle ;  he 
though^  his  own  popularity  perfeftly  eftablifhed, 
and  his  confidence  in  himfelf  led  him  to  believe  he 
could  avert  all  the/miferies  of  France,  if  his  views 
were  not  thwarted  by  thofe  whom  ambition  led  tp 
deiire  his  place;  whom  intereil  led  to  oppofe  his 
economy ;  or  whom  the  pride  of  unqueftioned  au- 
thority led  to  rejeft  his  cpnciliatory  plans,  or  refent 
the  freedom  with  which  they  were  propofed,  and 
the  earneftnefs  with  which  they  were  recomniended* 
He  faw  in  oppofition  to  thefe  a  ftrong  party, 
headed  by  a  weak,  profligate  and  uncertain  characr 
ter,  and  apprehended  that  when  fuccefs  ihould  have 
enabled  them  to  humble  thofe  who  formed  the 
obflacle  to  his  views,  he  could  by  means  of  hi? 
popularity  guide  and  reftrain  the  party  whom  he 
meant  to  ufe  only  as  his  tools,  and  when  ufed  throw 
them  by.  Alas !  he  did  not  fee  that  he  was  the 
tool,  that  his  popularity  was  fi^itious,  and  that  the 
fame  hands  which  placed  the  laurel  on  his  brow 
fpuld,  HX  fpite  of  lu5  taJents  or  merits^  Ihatch  it 

away 


away  for  ever*.  His  banUhment,  at  the  prefent 
moment,  afforded  a  pretext  to  the  feftion  of  On 
fcans  to  accelerate  their  plans  for  fubvertmg  the 
government.  The  perfon  who  brought  the  news 
from  Verfailles  to  Paris  was  confidered  a  liar  or  a 
lunatic,  and  was  with  difficulty  preferved  from  the 
fury  of  the  mob  j  but  when  the  report  was  fully 
confirmed,  and  many  falfehoods  added  refpefting 
the  intended  diffolution  of  the  affembly,  the  burning 
of  Paris,  and  the  murder  of  the  inhabitants,  they 
burft  into  afts  of  the  moft  furious  violence.  They 
carried  the  buft  of  the  minifter,  covered  with 
crstpe,  about  the  ftreets,  together  with  that  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  and  made  them  a  rallying  point 

32th  July,  for  the  difaffefted.  The  national  affembly  believed, 
or  pretended  to  believe,  that  in  the  difmiffion  of 
Necker  their  own  ruin  was  involved ;  they  made 
hade  to  ftrike  terror  into  the  new  miniilry,  by  de- 
creeing them  refponfible  for  all  the  events  which 
Ihould  take  place  in  confequencc  of  the  public 
fermentation ;  and  that  Necker  had  carried  with 
him  the  confidence  of  the  nation. 

Hif  recal.  Shortly  after  the  events  of  the  14th  July,  the 
affembly  were  induced,  by  the  interference  of  the 
municipality  of  Paris,  to  addrefs  the  king  to  remove 
his  prefent  miniftry,  and  recal  Necker.  The  effeft 
of  this  indecent  interference  in  the  province  of  the 
executive  power  is  incalculable,  had  it  been  refifted ; 
but  the  miniftry,  of  their  own  accord,  refigned  their 
fituations  the  day  the  addrefs  was  voted ;  and  the 
king  difpatched  a  meffage  to  Necker  the  fame  day, 
inviting  his  return.  He  had,  before  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  gained  intelligence  of  the  revolution  from  the 

•  He  became  afterwards  fully  fenfible  of  this  troth,  and  acknow- 
ledges, that,  but  for  the  ardent  eloquence  of  M.  Lally,  he  fliouW  wv« 
Uvion  after  the  1  xtb  of  July.  Sur  I'Adminift^*"^"' 


funk  gently  into  oblivion  after  the  ixtb  of  July. 


di^chef^ 


flucfaefs  de  Pdlignac  %  who,  flying  from  the  pop} 
fvity  in  a  lefs  circuitous  direftion  than  the  ex- 
fiifier,  had  overtaken  him  at  Bafil,  and  appri 
him  pf  the  recent  events.  Had  he  poflefled  a  gi 
mind,  he  would  have  rejefted  the  proffered  ret 
to  power,  obvioufly  procured  for  him  by  force ;  : 
by  neglefting  his  extorted  commands,  have  (he 
in  the  moft  unequivocal  manner,  his  compliance  \ 
the  wijhes  of  the  king.  Had  he  poffeffed  onl 
moderate  portion  of  genuine  philofophy,  and 
the  pure  affection  which  a  virtuous  mind  encertj 
for  a  high  reputation,  inftead  of  the  appetite,  wh 
fools  and  knaves  often  poffefs  in  common  with  ^ 
and  honeft  men,  for  popular  acclamation,'  he  wo 
have  followed  his  plan  of  retirement,  poflefling 
regrets  and  good  wifhes  of  a  mighty  nation,  and 
refpedt  of  a  very  great  portion  of  Europe  ^. 

Necker,  however,  decided  otherwife.  He  wi 
to  the  king  and  to  the  national  affembly,  accept 
their  invitation.  To  the  king  he  ufes  a  very  chill 
phrafe  ;  "  I  return  to  receive  your  orders,  ; 
^^  afcertain  on  the  fpot,  whether  iliy  indefatiga 
"  zeal  and  entire  devotednefs  can  yet  be  of  ; 
**  fervice  to  your  majefty.  /  am  conrvinced  that 
"  is  your  wijh.^  Jince  you  deign  to  affure  me  of 
To  the  affembly  he  fays ;  "  Worthily  to  replj 
V'  that  eiptobling  mark  of  your  regard  far  exceeds 
"  feeble  powers :  but  at  leaft,  gehtlemen,  I  may 
"  allowed  to  offer  you  the  homage  of  my  refpe£ 
*/  gratitude*".''     When  Necker  had  refolved  to 

^  Memoires  de  la  Duchefle  de  Polignacj,  par  la  Comtefle  Dian 
PoHgnac,   p.  37.     Hiftories. 

'  S  Subfequent  events^  which  have  thrown  light  on  tlie  caufes 
combinations  which,  produced  thole  a£>s  which  preceded  M.  Neci 
difmilTion,  and  his  own  cundu6l  and  writings,  have  contribut< 
Weaken  thofe  fentiments;  but  if  they  had  not  been  fo  brilliant  at 
iH^ment,  tliey  ^yould  have  been  more  general  and  permanent. 

*  See  the  Letters  and  Anfwers  in  Necl^er  on  the  French  Revolu 
yol.  i.  p.  225.  That  to  the  king  is  in  the  ftyle  of  a  perfon  full 
conferring  a  favour ;  that  to  the  aflembly,  in  the  ftyle  ot  a  man  hi 
^onQuied  and  proportionai^l j  g^rateful^ 


turn,  there  was  one  eflendal  iervice  to  be  rendered 
to  the  kine,  which,  had  he  been  honeftly  deTiroiis  of 
hf  might  nave  tended  to  tranquillize  the  coimtry, 
and  give  permanence  to  the  throne.  I  owe  the  fug- 
geftion  to  Bertrand,  and  tranfcribe  his  own  words: 
^^  To  have- rendered  his  zeal  ufefiil  to  the  king  and 
^^  the  ftate  at  that  period,  he  had  but  one  line  of 
^^  condu£t  to  adopt,  which  was,  to  have  immediately 
^  prefented  himfelf  to  the  aflembly,  and  after  hav- 
^  ing  thanked  them  for  the  concern  with  which 
^  they  had  honom-ed  him,  to  have  candidly  an* 
^  nounced  to  them,  that  he  was  the  author  of  the 
^  dedaration  of  the  23d  of  June,  as  it  had  been 
^  read  m  the  affembly,  except  fome  expreflions 
^  which  had  been  altered,  which  by  no  means  al- 
^  tered  the  fenfe  of  it ;  that  he  folemnly  perfifted  in 
*^  the  opinion,  that  the  form  of  government  efta* 
**  bUfhed  by  that  law,  according  to  the  wiflies  ex- 
**  prefied  in  the  majority  of  the  inftrudions,  was 
**  the  only  one  proper  for  France  }  therefore  his 
^  confcience,  his  honor,  and  his  zeal,  made  it  his 
<^  duty  not  to  return  into  adminiftration  till  the 
^  aiTembly  had  declared  their  adherence  to  the 
^  declaration  of  the  23d  of  June.  The  general 
•*  confidence  and  vaft  credit  which  M.  Necker  en* 
^  joyed  at  that  moment  enabled  him  to  give  the 
^  people  whatever  imprcifion  he  pleafed,  and  to 
^  have  made  it  impoffible  for  the  affembly  to 
^  have  rejeAed  his  propofitions.  It  was  in  his 
*^  power  at  this  period  to  have  had  many  abufes 
•*  correfted,  the  monarchy  wifely  limited  and  pre- 
**  ferved,  and  by  fo  important  a  fervice  he  would 
♦^  have  fecured  to  himfelf  as  long  a  minifterial  ca* 
*^  reer  as  his  ambition  could  have  defired  *."  A 
mode  of  condufl:  formed  on  this  outline  would  have 
rendered  him  refpeclable,  and  ,procured  him  a  nu* 
merous  body  of  friends. 

^  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p*  yo*  ^ 


His  progreis  tnrougn  tne  country  was,  m  its  trueft  hu  ]ow- 
fenfe,  a  triumph.     Acclamations  of  multitudes,  an  ^^^.  ^ 
efcort  of  troops,  refpeft  suid  veneration,  attended  pliu» 
him   th€i  whole  way"".     His  interpofition  effefted 
-virfaat  the  king's  influence  could  not  have  done,  in 
faving  the  life  of  the  baron  de  BezenvaL     His  re-* 
turn  Was  celebrated  at  Paris  with  all  the  dfemonftra- 
tions  of  joy  which  a  hafty,  fanguine,  and  capricious 
people  could  give.     He  was  introduced  in  great  *9th  July, 
pomp  to  the  national  iflfembly,  where  he  was  com- 
plimented by  the  prefident  in  an  elegant  fpeech, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  that  all  France 
XEiigfat  atteft  and  approve  the  homage  paid  by  their 
reprefentatives.     His  reply  was  brie^  and  contained 
Bothing  remarkable.      He  went  the  next  day  to 
Paris,  accompanied  by  his   colleague,   M.  dc  St. 
Pijefl; ;  they  were  met  at  the  barrier  by  an  immenfc 
multitude,  who  took  the  horfes  from  the  carriage, 
and  drew  it  themfelves  to  the  Hotel'de-ville.    Here 
he  -was  received   by  the  commune,  and  compli-*    * 
.  mented   by  Bailly,  the  mayor.      The  mob  with- 
out infifted  on  feeing  him,  and  he  fhewed  him- 
felf    in    the    balcony,    accompanied    by  his    wife 
and^  daughter.     On  his  return  to  the  commune^  he 
took  occaiion  to  mention  the  fituation  of  Bezenval, 
and  to  advert  to  the  fcenes  which  had  lately  dif- 
grac^  the  capital.     The  liberation  of  the  baron, 
and  a  general  amnefty,  were  inftantly  decreed  by 
acclamation ;   and  the  minifter,  happy  in  the  fucce& 
t>{  his  efforts,  retired.     Intoxicated  with  homage 
and  applaufe,  he  was  incapable  of  feeing  that  his  po- 
pularity had  reached  its  height,  and  that  its  decline 
was  to  be  dated  from  that  moment.     The  diftrifls 
of  Piris  were  excited  to  proteft  againfl;  the  afts  of 
the  commune ;  and  the  affembly,  on  the  motion  of 

IB  $«e  the  Hiftoricii  and  Arthur  Young*ft  Travelsj  p.  14.3. 

'  ^   Mirabeau, 


iniraDeau,  xevenea  uiem  '•  in  inoir,  ne  naa  men 
to  as  great  an  eminence  in  the  public  opinion  as  the 
faction  of  the  palais  royal  judged  it  expedient  to 
permit ;  and  ivhile  his  return  was  celebrated  by 
illuminations  and  fire-works^  his  difgracb  was  re- 
iblved  on"* 
Propofcf  Little  cabal,  very  fmall  efforts  of  intrigue,  were 
loftoi*  neceffary  in  the  prefent  circumftances  to  render  die 
decline  of  the  minifter's  popularity  certain.  The 
payment  of  taxes  was  refufed  in  many  provinces, 
and  the  power  of  paying  them  was  taken  fi6m  many 
perfons  by  the  burning  their  houfes  and  plundering 
fib  Aop.  of  their  eftates  by  mobs.  Necker  reprefented  to  the 
affembly,  in  a  long  fpeech,  the  diftreffed  ftate  of  the 
revenue  ;  that  the  treafury  contained  only  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  livres  (17,500/.),  chiefly  in  notes  of 
the  caijfe  d^efconipte^  then  in  a  (late  of  bankruptcy: 

'The  Baron  de  Bezenval  was  commandant  of  the  Swift  guaMt 
at  the  sera  of  the  revolution.  He  was  faid  to  have  encouraged  de 
Launay  to  defend  the  Baftille,  and  to  have  prom i fed  him  a  reinforce- 
ment s  this  fu^geftion  rendering  his  (iay  in  Paris  unfafe  after  the  utK 
July,  he  folicited  and  obtained  from  th^  king  leave  to  return  to 
Switzerland,  his  own  country,  tn  His  way  thither  he  was  arretted  at 
Villennux  by  the  national  n)ilitia»  juft  as  Necker  was  pafliag.  He 
immediately  wrote  to  the  municipal  officers^  requefting  his  liberatioflf 
^hich  tkey  declined  granting  till  they  fliould  receive  an  order  to  that 
effe6k  from  the  permanent  committee  at  the  Hdtel-de.ville.  Necker 
Solicited  and  obtained  it;  but  ihe  aflfembiy  decreed  that  the  Mron 
fhould  be  kept  in  fafe  Cuftody  near  the  place  where  he  was  arrefted, 
till  he  could  be  tried;  he  being,  in  the  mean  time,  under  the  pro- 
legion  of  the  law.  He  was  conducted  to  Brie- Com te-Robert>  and 
commttt^  to  the  caftle.  It  was  fortunate  for  him  the  meflenger  dif- 
patched  with  the  decree  of  the  afTembiy  ufed  expedition  enough  \o 
prevent  his  return  to  Paiis  with  thofe  difpatched  by  the  diftri6l$,  as  a 
mob  of  thirty  thoufand  peppie  were  waiting  for  him  at  the  Greve,  with 
a  gallows  and  rope,  ready  to  have  executed  judgment  on  him  in  their 
fummary  way.  When  the  court  o\  the  Chatelet  was  ere^ed  into  a  tri- 
bunal for  the  trial  of  crimes  of  kaae  nation^  he  was  arraigned  before 
them  ;  and  it  appearing  that  he  had,  in  the  whole  of  his  condu^y 
merely  a^ed  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  his  fuperiors,  he  was 
acquitted,  I'he  baron  furvived  his  acquittal  but  a  fliort  time.  He 
died  at  Paris. 
»  See  the  various  hiftories.  Necker  himfelf  fpeaks  with  great  feel- 
.  ing  and  ^anget^  of  the  refolution  entered  into  to  unpop^lartfc  hiffl 
{d£ftf>uiarijer),    Sur  rAdniiniihationi  6cq.  p.  132.  4.09* 
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ana  aner  aeicnoing  me  cauies  or  ine  amer* 
ence  between  the  receipt  and  expenditure,  propofed 
a  loan  of  thirty  millions  (1,312,500/.),  to 
anfwer  the  current  expences  for  two  months,  in 
which  time  he  hoped  the  conftitution  might  be 
nearly,  if  not  entirely  finilhed.  The  contractors 
'Were  to  have  five  per  cent,  and  a  certain  bonus :  h\xt 
the  reftoration  of  public  credit  would  have  fixed  the 
minifter  and  the  royal  authority  too  firmly  to  fuit 
the  views  of  the  fciftion  ;  they  therefore  diminilhed 
the  advantages  of  the  propofal,  and  reduced  the  in- 
tereft  to  four  and  an  half  ^^r  cent.:  the  confequence 
was  the  utter  failure  of  the  fcheme,  as  three  weeks 
elapfed  after  the  decree,  and  not  a  tenth  part  of  the 
money  was  fubfcribed.  Another  loan  of  eighty  syth  Aug. 
millions  (3,500,000/.)  was  then  propofed  on  the  ^ 
minifter's  original  plan ;  but  the  public  confidence 
was  departed,  and  it  met  with  no  fuccefs ". 

In  September,  the  public  mind  was  agitated  by   ifts«p*. 
the  queftion,  what  fhare  of  the  legiflative  power  ^^^l^^l^^ 
fhould  be  confided  in  the  crown ;  and  whether  the 
king  was  to  have  a  prohibitory  control  over  the 
a^s  of  the  affembly  ?     This  debate  was  carried  on 
with  Angular  acrimony  and  violence  for  a  fortnight. 
One  party  maintained,  that  the  decrees  of  the  aflem-   ' 
bly  fhould  have  the  force  of  laws,  without  the  royal 
fan£tion :  the  other,  that  the  king  fhould  have  an 
abfolute  negative  on  all  decrees.     This  queftion  pro- 
duced many  others ;  fuch  as,  thofe   of  the  king's 
inviolability,  and  the  defcent  of  the  crown ;  but 
the  main  point  was  ftill  undecided.    Necker  pre-  Necker*f 
fented   a  memoire   propofing    a   middle    meafure,  ©pinion- 
namely,  that  the  decrees  of  the  affembly  fhould  be 
prefented  to  the  kiAg  for  his  fandion,  which  if  he 
withheld  dqring  the  fittings  of  two  affemblies.,  both 
agreeing  in  the  expediency  of  them,  they  Ihould 
become  laws  without  his  confent;     This  was  termed 

a  Debates.    Hiftories. 

afyf' 


a  jtgpetyive  veto,     me  pian  comams  very  nme  vn« 
dom ;  the  dread  of  committing  to  the  croNvn  an 
vacontrolled  power  of  refufing  a  &n£tio&  to  laws 
apparently  unjuft  and  inefficacious,  muft  have  ori^« 
ated  from  malignant  jealoufy  and  refolute  mifappre* 
henfion ;   and  the  projeA  of  protrading  the  confent 
between  the  executive  and  legiflative  powers,  during 
the  continuance  of  two  affemblies,  was  a  monfier 
of  weakneis  and  deformity.     The  adSembly,  under  i 
{Pretended  terror  of  minifterid  influence,  refufed  to 
read  the  memoire  of  their  late  idol.     He  publiflied 
it ;  and  at  length,  wearied  with  a  conteft  on  the 
other  alternatives  of  an  abfolute  veto^  or  none  at  all, 
wherein  perfonal  acrimony  increafed,  without  mak- 
ing any  profelytes,  the  aflfembly  adopted  the  plan  of 
die  miniiter ;  but  without  any  compliment  to  him, 
dired  or  implied. 
Patitotic        Still  the  derangement  of  the  finances  appeared 
douaiion*.  in-eparable.      Patriotifin,  or  a  love  of  diftmaion, 
had  impelled    many  perfons    to  make   voluntary 
donations  of  their  plate,  jewels,  and   ornaments, 
which  were  denominated  patriotic  gifts.    The  king, 
in  commiferation  of  the  public  diftrefs  for  fpecie, 
had  fent  his  fuperb  fervices  of  plate  to  the  mint; 
but  thefe  fupplies  were  impermanent  and  infufficicnt. 
nth  Sept.  Necker  again  attended  the  aflembly,  and  after  draw- 
xiioa.     jjjg  j^u  alaiming  and  juft  pidlure  of  the  ftate  of  the 
tevenue^  and  exprefling  his  hopes  of  being  able 
by  economy  and  the  equalization  of  taxes,  to  reftore 
Necker     pubUc  CTcdit,  propofed  that  a  contribution  fliould 
propofesa  be  levied  on  every  individual,  equivalent  to  one 
J?;'*^^;^  fourth  of  his  annual  income,  to  be  paid  in  fifteen 
fourth  of  months.    This  violent  mcafure,  which  did  not  re- 
lfVa7"r^"^^^  all    the  depth  of  financial   knowledge  the 
diviuuai. "  niinifter  was  fuppofed  to  poffefs,  was,  after  fome 
debate,  fanftioned  by  the  aflfembly,  to  the  furprifc 
of  many  ;  Mirabeau,  Neckcr's  inveterate  opponent, 
fupported  it,  and  propofed  placing  in  him  an  un- 
limited confidence*    This  furprifc  was  abated  by 
4  Mirabeau'* 


JWiiraDeau's  lubiequent  conduct,  tor  when  it  '^ 
objefted  that  the  affembly  could  not^  confifteti 
wth  their  inftruftions,  vote  any  new  tax  till  i 
king  fhould  have  fandiohed  the .  articles  of  i 
conftitution  then  under  his  confideration,  Mirabe 
tacked  the  decree  for  the  new  import,  to  the  requ 
of  the  affembly  that  the  king  would  no  longer  del 
to  fanftion  the  decrees  relating  to  the  conftituti( 
and  thofe  of  the  4th  of  Auguft.  This  finel 
•u^hich  a  democratic  writer  in  England  has  honoui 
vrfth  the  title  of  a  "  happy  combination  of  t 
*'  different  views  on  the  fubjeft  "*,**  is  neither  mc 
nor  lefs  than  what  was  formerly  praftifed  in  t 
houfe  of  commons  of  this  country,  tacking  to 
money-bill  another  which  might  be  fuppofed  1 
palatable  to  the  fuperior  orders  of  the  conftitutic 
a  prafldce  which  they  have  long  fince  difcontinuc 
and  againft  the  legality  of  which  many  refolutio 
have  been  entered  into  by  the  lords  p. 

This  extraordinary  coalition,  combined  with  t 
events  then  in  agitation,  and  which  fo  fatally  bro 
out  a  few  days  after,  have  led  to  a  fufpicion  tt 
the  minifter  was  willing  to  make  a  compromife  f 
his  perfonal  fafety,  or  for  a  remtiant  of  popularit 
by  conniving  at,  if  not  abetting  the  projefts  of  t 
confpirators.  Without  fuch  connivancCj  or  ; 
ignorance  of  public  affairs,  and  the  tranfa£Hohs 
tl\€  capital,  almort  as  culpable,  it  is  thought  impoi 
ble  that  fo  mighty  an  enterprife  fhould  have  be 
formed  and  condufled  in  fuch  a  manner  that  tl 
leart  intimation  of  it  did  not  reach  the  court.  Ic 
confidered  almort  importible  that,  on  the  mornii 
of  the  5th  of  October,  the  king  fhould  have  be( 
fuffered  to  go  to  Meudon  to  take  the  diverfion 
hunting,  without  receiving  the  leart  hint  of  tl 
proceedings  at  Paris^  or  mould  never  be  appri2< 

•  ImpartSal  Hiftory,  voh'u  p.  %%%• 
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tf  them  till  the  hall  of  the  affembly  was  filled  with 

Kiflardes.     Had  the  minifter  no  friend,  no  fpy  in 
lis,  who  could  apprize  him  of  the  dangers  with 
which  the  life  of  the  monarch   and  thofe  of  hia 
family  were  threatened  ?  Such  a  deficiency  of  in- 
formation is  unpardonable,  if  credible ;  but  if  Necker 
knew  of  thefe  events  and  neglefted  to  apprize  the 
court  of  them,  in  what  light  muft  the  honeft  men 
of  this  day,  in  what  light  muft  pofterity  view  his 
conduft  ? 
6th  Nov.       The  opinion  of  his   having   connefted  himfelf 
fo'Xbiifti  aftively  with  the  Orleans'  faftion,  is   believed  by 
a  national  fome  authors,  but  the  antipathy  between  him  and 
bank.       Mirabeau  which  prevented  a  treaty  with  the  king, 
Ivould  have  fruftrated  an  union  of  the  kind.    Necker 
had  not  what  the  confpirators  term  energy  enough 
to  ferve  their  latent  purpofes  or  retain  their  patron- 
i4ih  Nor.  age.     He  returned  to  his  duties  as  a  financier,  and 
prefented   to  the  affemblv  a  plan  for  eftablifhing  a 
national  bank,  to  be  raiied  on  the  remains  of  the 
eaije  d^tfcomptey  and  fupplied  by  the  fale  of  aown 
and  church  lands.     This  projeft  firft  gave  rife  to 
the  emiflion   of   affignats^    which   were  notes  or 
transferjible    acknowledgments    of   the  receipt  of 
monies  to  be  refunded  by  the  fale  of  thofe  domains. 
This,  like  other  innovations,  or  novel  e3q)edients, 
was  very  much  approved  at  firft.     The  people  wer^ 
anxious  to  fhew  their  zeal  by  contributing  largely 
to  the  patriotic  donations,  which  were  by  this  new 
plan  to  be  funded,  to  anfwer  extraordinary  emer- 
gencies.    But  the  reputation  of  Necker  had  de- 
clined, his  prefence  gave  no  pleafure,  he  was  not 
.  looked  up  to  as  the  faviour  of  the  country,  but 
merely  as  a  minifter  of  fome  talents,  and  a  neceffarr 
drudge  in  the  myfterfou*  and  laborious  bufinefsoi 
finance. 
Decline  of      This  indifference  was  foon  converted  into  difguft* 
tlrim^""  The  committee  of  the  affembly  employed  in  carry- 
ing into  executioji  hi$  ccpnnomical  plans,  required 
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aTegifter  of  the  expenditures,  penfion$,  and  di 
tions  of  the  public  money  by  the  court  for  the 
twenty  years,  called  the  red  book.     The  king 
prefled  an  unwillingnefs  to  comply  with  this  reqi 
as  it  would  expofe  the  profiiiion  of  his  grandfat 
Some  of  the  expences  of  his  own  reign  might  i 
excite  fenfations  of  repugnance  in  the  prefent  il 
of  the  public  mind.      Camus,  however,  as  pi 
dent  of  the  committee,  preffed  for  the  perufa 
the  book,  alledging  that  it  was  not  to  be  publill 
of  its  contents  divulged  to  gratify  idle  curiofity, 
"Wras  to  be  made  ufe  of  merely  to  form  the  bafui 
a  report,  which  the  committee  could  not  draw 
without  it,      Necker  on  this,  with  a  too   rci 
credulity   perhaps,   but  without  any  apparent 
intention,  prevailed  on  the  king  to  let  the  book 
fent  to  the  committee.     To  the  great  furprife  of 
honefl  and  feeling  men,  the  book  was  immedial 
fent  to  the  prefs  and  publifhed.    The  minifter 
monftrated  with  Camus  in  fuch  a  ftyle  as  broi] 
on  a  quarrel  between  them.     The  public  took  ]: 
with  the  treacherous  prefident  of  the  committee,  : 
the  prefs  teemed  with  fcandalous  pamphlets,  ags. 
the  upftart,  ariflocrat  financier  \    Every  incideni 
his  public  life,  efpecially  iince  his  lail  recal, 
converted  into  matter  of  reproach,  and  truth  ; 
fiction  were    exhaufted   in    fearch  of   fcandal 
anecdotes  of  his  private  life  %    Thus  was  the  ii 
who  had  been  exalted  to  a  degree  exceeding 
reafonable  hope  for  afks  of  equivocal  virtue, 
fmall  importance,  degraded  in  the  public  mind 
the  ftate  of  a  criminal,  for  a  mode  of  conci 
which  all  good  men  mufl  have  refpefted. 
accelerated  the   downfal    of  his   popularity  b 
treatife  in  defence  of  nobiKty,  a  crime  in  the  flat  i 
opinions  then  prevailing  in  France,  utterly  un] 
donable  \    and  the   unfortunate   affair  of  Nai: 

'  4  Moore*8  View,  ToKii.  (i.ist* 
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which  mvolvea  ail  tne  mmuters  in  blame,  completed 
his  debafement. 

To  an  ear  long  foothed  by  the  acclamadons  of 
popular  applaufe,  to  an  eye  long  accuftomed  to 
fee  every  beholder  bending  with  veneration,  or 
animated  mth  hope,  nothing  can  be  more  irkfome 
and  infupportable  than  the  privation  of  thofe  grati-, 
ficadons,  and  the  fubftitution  of  contempt  and 
reproach  for  reverence  and  admiradozu  The  man 
whofe  virtuous  labours  are  direfted  to  the  public 
good,  and  to  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the  didates 
of  his  confcience  alone,  can  furvey  with  indifference 
the  fluduations  of  public  opinion,  and  perfift  in  his 
duty,  though  expofed  to  all  the  ftorms  of  popular 
outrage,  but  he  who  fixes  his  affe£);ions  on  the  un- 
(table  and  injudicious  applaufe  of  the  multitude, 
and  facrifices  to  it,  in  the  flighted  degree,  his  in- 
tegrity and  honour,  once  deprived  of  it,  feels  that 
dreary  inconfoleablenefs  which  refults  from  diiap- 
pointment  in  an  illicit  objed  of  the  tendered  foli- 
citude,  and  for  which  no  internal  principles,  or  con- 
fcloufnefs  of  irreproachable  condud  i^  left  to  make 
amends. 
jDemands  Notwithftanding  all  the  external  fymptoms  of 
mhV^  this  decaying  popularity  and  influence,  Necker  could 
hardly  believe  the  reality.  The  concurrence  of 
circumftances,  and  the  flatteries  of  his  wife  and 
friends,  had  led  him  into  notions  fo  extravagant, 
that  he  fuppofed,  if  he  were  fo  inclined,  he  could 
eftablifli  a  new  religion  in  France,  inflead  of 
Chriftianity.  But  he  was  at  length  undeceived  and 
aiarmed  for  his  perfo'nal  fafety  by  an  infurreflion 
4«^  Sept.  which  the  Jacobins  raifed  for  the  purpofe  %  he  wrote 
''*®*  to  the  aflembly  demanding  leave  to  retire,  aflSgning 
as  a  caufe,  his  ill  flate  of  health,  and  proflfering  to 
leave  the  money  due  to  him  .from  government, 
which  has  been  already  flated  to  amount  to 
56,250/.    fterling,    together  with  his  hotel  and 
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furniture  as  pledges  for  the  integrity  of  his  admini-» 
ftration.  No  part  of  this  letter  was  deemed  import- 
ant enough  to  claim  any  attention,  and  they  paffed 
to  the  order  of  the  day.  Some  of  the  feftions  of 
Paris,  on  the  news  of  his  intended  departure,  af- 
fembled  to  deliberate  whether  it  fliould  be  permitted^ 
and  whether  the  fum  he  had  propofed  to  leave  was 
fuflSicient  to  indemnify  the  public  for  what  he  had 
robbed -them  of,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  they 
had  been  urged  to  it  by  any  of  thofe  perfons  who 
were  then  in  the  habit  of  direfting  their  motions, 
the  mob  would  have  prevented  his  departure  and 
placed  him  in  prifon.  But  Necker's  opponents 
required  only  his  abfence,  and  therefore  difcouraged 
any  violent  proceedings ". 

This  indifference  was  a  thunder-ftroke  to  Necker, 
it  was  utterly  unexpefted,  he  felt  it  with  the  greateft 
fenfibility,  and  acknowledges  that  the  affembly,  by 
one  fingle  expreflion  of  kindnefs  might  have  retained 
him "".  The  whole  of  his  book  on  his  own  ad- 
miniftration  is  replete  with  expreffions  of  the 
injury  which  his  pride  and  honour  had  fuftained 
from  the  unkindnefs  of  the  affembly.  He  had  ftill, 
however,  fome  hopes  of  returning  kindnefs,  and 
notwithftancCng  his  pretended  ill-health,  meanly 
waited  eight  days  at  Paris,  in  expeftation  that  fome 
change  of  affairs  would  occafion  his  reftoration  to 
office,  or,  as  he  expreffes  himfelf,  he  had  the  weak- 
nefs  to  await  from  fome  quarter  a  fentiment  of 
juftice  or  of  goodnefs  ^. 

The  journey  of  this  degraded  minifter  through  Quits  Pa* 
France,  fo  different  from  his  triumphant  entry  the  "«' 
year  before,  is  narrated  by  himfelf  in  fuch  pathetic 
terms,  that  I  fhould  fail  in   doing  juftice  to  the 
fubjeft  if  I  were  to  relate  it  in  any  but  his  own 

«  The  fzB$  contained  in  tbe  preceding  narrative  are  taken  from 
Moore*s  View^  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  and  the  various  hiftories  i  which 
fcfpe^lively  contain  different,  but  not  repugnant  narratives. 
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wordsTy  the  fa£l$  are  corroborated  by  all  the  hif* 
ilorians.      ^*  At  length  I  fet  out,  and  I  alone,  in- 
*^  dulging  a  long  feries  of  recoUedions,  I  alone 
^^  know  my  ftruggles  and  my  heartfelt  pain  ;   I  fet 
^^  out,  and  already  was  I  preceded  by  thofe  dread- 
^*  ful  letters,  thofe  fetal  correfpondences  which  im- 
^^  part  to  the  provinces  fentiments  of  hatred,  in- 
^*  juflice,  and  perfecution.     Rapid  in  their  effeds 
^^  as  the  wand  of  Medea,  they  appeafe  the  furies, 
*^  or  excite  them  at  pleafure.    I  fpeedily  experienced 
Itarrafted  <<  their  malign    influence;    I  was   taking  a   few 
fur^Awbe  "  moments  repofe,  free  from  miftruft,  at  the  poft- 
*'  houfe  in  the  little  town  of  Arcis-fur-Aube,  forty 
"  leagues  from  Paris,  when  I  was  furprifed  by  the 
**  appearance  of  a  great  <:rowd  of  the  people,  and 
**  feveral  armed  men,  who  entered  my  chamber. 
*'  They  began  by  demanding  my  paflfports ;  I  had 
^^  three  of  them,  and  a  fpecial  letter  from  the  king. 
*'  I  fhewed  themj  the  municipality,  the  direftory 
^*  of  the  diftrift  agreed  that  they  were  perfectly 
^^  regular,  but  fome  hot-headed  individuals   per- 
*^  fuaded  the  national  guard  to  think  otherwife, 
♦*  and  violence  was  triumphant.     They  conducted 
*'  us,  madame  Necker  and  myfelf,  between  two 
^^  ranks  of  fufileers,  to  an  inn  which  they  ap- 
**  pointed  for  us,  and  where  at  firft  they  talked  of 
**  keeping  us  apart  from  our  fervants ;   but  they  at 
**  length  contented  themfelves  with  giving  a  watch- 
^^  word  at  the  inn-door,  and  prohibiting  all  com- 
^'  munication  with  us;    they  multiplied  pofts  of 
^^  fentinels,    and  to  fulfil  all  the  didates  of  pru* 
*'  dence,  placed    a   corps-de-garde  in    the   rooms 
Writes  to  ^'  below.     I  wifhed  to  write  to  the  national  aflem- 
thcaflcm-  <c  ^jy  .   permiffion  was  granted;   but  with  a  re* 
"  f^rvation  that  none  of  my  fervants  fhould  carry 
**  the  letter ;  it  was  intrufted  to  two  citizens  of 
**  Arcis,  who,  when  they  reached  Paris,  entered  into 
♦«  confutation  with  thofe  members  of  the  affembly 
«^  who  were  loolt  inimical  to  me.(  they  fixed  a  day 
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^*  and  hour  for  the  tranfmiffion  of  my  letter  to  the 
**  national  aflembly,  and  after  a  debate  which  pro- 
**  duced  fome  perfidious  but  impotent  attacks,  it 
**  was  agreed  that  I  fhould  at  leaft  enjoy  the  rights 
*'  ofman^dJxA  they  forbad  all  further  impediment  to 
**  the  continuation  of  my  journey  j  but  they  care- 
**  fully  abftained  from  exprefGng  any  difapprobation 
**  of  the   national  guard   at  Arcis.     They  were, 
**  however,  afraid  that  the  prefident  *,  who  was  a 
*^  worthy  man,  fhould  in  his  anfwer  adopt  a  ftyle 
*'  'refembling  that  of  gratitude ;  and  as  one  or  two 
**  members,  in  a  moment  of  extraordinary  boldnefs, 
**  had  hinted  fomething  of  thanks  for  my  fervices, 
*'  the  prefident  was  required  to  communicate  his 
**  letter  before  he  difpatched  it,  and  he  was  obliged,  • 
*'  contrary  perhaps  to  his  own  private  wiflies,  to 
"  confine  himfelf  rigidly  to  the  terms  diftated  to 
«  him/' 

After  fome  dolorous  refledtions  on  this  injuftice  Proceeds 
of  the  aflembly,   and  a  comparative  view  of  the  fa-  ?"  **'* 
cility  with  which  they  voted  thanks  on  fome  occa-  ^°""**^  * 
fions,   and  their  extreme  jealoufy  of  granting  them 
on  the  prefent,    he  thus  continues  : — "  I  quitted 
"  Arcis-fur-Aube,  that  town  which  perhaps  at  this 
**  day  regrets  its  condud  towards  me ;   and  rein- 
**  forced  -with  a  fourth  paflport,  that  of  the  na- 
**  tional  aflembly,   continued  my  route.     But,  on  Stopped  at 
"  my  arrival  at  Vefoul,  I  was  detained  by  the  people:  ^*^^"'* 
**  they  ftopped  my  carriage,  cut  the  traces,  held  the 
*^  mod  threatening  language,  and  I  had  great  dif- 
*^  ficulty  in  cfcaping  from  their  undifcerning  fury, 
**  At  night  the  fervants  who  were  following  me  inr  His  fer- 
"  curred  a  ftill  greater  danger  ;  they  were  tumult-  J^j"^^^  an^l 
««  uoufly  feized,    the  trunks  which  were  in  their  his  trunki 
**  carriage  were  opened,  the  padlocks  broke,  their  ^'^^^ 
"  contents  were  induftrioufly  examined  ;  and  from  *^^*'°* 
**  the  infide  of  the  houfe  where  thefe  iniquities  were 
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^*  tranfafling,  they  cried  to  the  mob  without, — - 
**  Stayjjiay^  we  will  give  you  notice  ivhen  we  find  any 
**  thing.  They  only  wanted  therefore  a  pretence  to 
"  commit  the  greateft  violences ;  fortunately  they 
**  found  none  ;  the  papers  were  a  coUedion  of  the 
^'  principal  letters  of  thanks  and  kindnefs  which  I 
*^  had  received  for  fome  time  pad :  the  manufcript 
^*  books  contained  the  accounts  of  my  domeftic  ex- 
♦^  pences :  they  were  therefore  obliged  to  let  my 
•*  fervants  depart,  who  for  neai  five  hours  confi- 
**  dered  thenifelves  between  life  and  death,  and  in 
^*  their  danger  bound  themfelves  by  vows,  which 
♦*  after  their  deliverance  they  inmiediately  fiil- 
«  filled  V 
Arrives  «t  Thus,  after  a  journey  replete  with  difgrace,  infult, 
f^V^  and  danger,  he  arrived  at  his  eftate  at  Copet,  where 
he  ftill  refides  ^.  The  oblivion  from  which  he  was 
refcued  by  M.  Lally,  and  which  he  appears  fo  much 
to  have  dreaded,  now  fo  completely  enfhrouds  him, 
that  all  the  abufe  of  his  adverfaries,  who  are  to  be 
found  in  all  parties,  and  three  works  of  coqfiderable 
fizcybefides  fmaller  ones,  which  he  haspublifhed  fince 
his  retreat,  are  infufEcient,  amongft  thofe  who  are 
not  immediate  fufferers  by  the  revolution,  to  make 
him  perfonally  the  topic  of  a  moment's  converf- 
jLtion*    The  popular  indignation  was  carried  to  fuch 

*  Sur  rAdminiftrationi  &c.  p.4.s6. 

^  Gibbon  thus  defcribes  his  mifery  after  hit  retreat  i  "  I  pafled  four 
4<  days  at  the  paille  of  Copet  with  Keeker  $  and  could  have  wiOicd  to 
*'  have  (hewn  him,  as  a  warning  to  any  afpiring  youth  pofleiTed  with 
f<  the  daemon  of  ambition.  With  all  the  means  of  private  happineft 
**  in  his  power,  he  is  the  moft  miierab.le  of  human  beings :  the  paft, 
*<  the  prefent,  and  the  future,  are  equally  odious  to  him.  When  I 
**  fuggefted  fome  domeftic  amufements  of  books,  building,  &e.  he 
M  ani'wered  with  a  deep  tone  of  defpair,  *  Dans  I'/tat  ou  je  fuU,  jt  m  pvt 
H  fentir  qu9  h  foup  de  veat  fvi  «*«  MAtu*  How  different  from  tbe'care* 
**  lefs  cheerfulnefs  with  which  our  poor  friend  lord  Nonh  fupported 
f  his  fall  1  Madame  Necker  maintains  more  external  compofure, 
f  <  mats  U  4ial'ie  n*y  perd  rlen*  It  is  true  that  Necker  wifhed  to  be  carried 
^<  into  the  clofet,  like  old  Pitt,  on  the  ilioulders  of  the  people;  aoj 
*<  that  he  had  been  ititned  by  that  democracy  which  he  had  raifed/' 
pibbo&'s  Mifcellaneous  \yorks^  vol.  i.  p.  a.13. 
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extremes  at  the  poriod  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  i; 
that  his  bufts  and  ftatues  were  affiduoufly  foi 
out,  and  deftroyed  with  all  the  marks  of  ignon 
and  hatred  (hewn  to  thofe  of  kings  S 

The  conduft  of  Necker  on  every  occafion 
been  fo  amply  difcuffed  in  the  preceding  pages, 
it  is  unneceffary  to  fpeak  of  it  otherwife  than  it 
neral  terms.  That  he  was  a  principal  caufe  of 
French  revolution  is  admitted  by  writers  of  e 
defcription,  by  perfons  whofe  principles  and  (i 
are  oppofite  as  thofe  of  Bertrand  and  Pag^s :  ) 
is  his  fete  to  have  no  defenders ;  the  royalift  wr 
load  him  with  execration,  as  a  monfter,  the  fti 
of  the  human  race ;  while  the  republicans  de 
him  as  a  (hallow  egotift,  with  views  narrow  and 
trafted,  and  an  underftanding  too  limited  to  j 
a  grand  univerfal  fcheme  of  government  ^  H 
direftly  confefles  that  the  revolution  was  his  w 
when  he  fays,  that  "  the  precipitation  with  vi 
•*  the  ftates-general  were  promifed,  and  the  ii 
♦^  tience  with  which  the  execution  of  this  en^ 

'  Peltier  relates  a  curious  anecdote  of  a  buft  of  Necker,  whic 
ihew  the  inftabiiity  of  popular  favcur.  A  Iculptor  of  the 
of  Houdon,  had  been  ordered  to  make  a  bull  of  this  w 
foon  after  the  i4.th  of  July.  **  The  artift,  confined  in  his 
^'  ibop,  had  no  idva  that,  in  the  fhort  time  which  elapfed  fro 
"  receiving  the  order  till  his  finifhin^  the  buil,  the  people 
'*  podtbly  have  expelled  from  their  temple  the  idol  they  befon 
^'  ibipped,  Houdon  therefore  having  exerted  himfelf  to  comp 
"  conies  all  covered  with  fweat  and  duft,  bringing  the  pi 
"  marble,  carefully  wraj^t  up  in  matting  a  few  days  afier  tl 
"  pedition  to  Nancy.  What  an  unfortunate  circomftance! 
"  blood  of  the  brethren  and  friends  of  Chateau vieux  had  been 
**  Necker  was  one  of  the  king's  privy  council  $  not  a  member 
"  common  council  dared  tu  expiefs  his  approbation  of  the  bi 
"  was  rejected  with  contempt  $  and  the  artift  thought  himfel 
''  lucky  in  l)eing  fuffered  to  take  it  home,  with  the  hope  of  fel 
•*  at  fomc  future  day,  as  an  hiftorical  monument  of  popular  ii 
**  tude.'*     Late  Figure  of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  no. 

*  See  6ertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  177.  Pages  Hiftoire  S 
vol.  i.  p.  467,  319.  Playfair's  Hiftoryof  Jacobinifm,  p.  67.  A{ 
des  Projets,  &c.  p.  185,  '  Arthur  Young's  Example  of  Franc 
P<47*  S3.  Alfo  an  adrpirable  delineation  of  his  chaiaAerin  B( 
Memoirs,  p.  51  fit 


^*  ment  was  hurried  on,  produced  baneful  ccmfe- 
•*  quences  *.**  Now  no  perfon  hurried  on  the  pcN 
formance  of  the  king's  promife  fo  much  as  himfelf, 
as  he  owns  with  fome  felf-gratulation  in  his  public- 
ation in  1791  ^  In  defence  of  his  general  condud: 
he  very  frequently  recurs  to  the  force  of  public  opi- 
nion ;  but  this  is  a  mere  cant  word ;  the  public  opi- 
nion is  not  the  law  of  a  wife  man  or  a  great  ftatef- 
man,  it  is  a  powerful  machine  which  he  ought  to  di- 
rect, but  never  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  drawn  in  by  its 
impetuofity,  or  crufhed  by  its  weight.  It  is  well 
laid  by  Mallet  du  Pan,  that  Necker  fell  a  vidim  to 
public  opinion,  after  having  offered  incenfe  to  it  as 
an  idol,  inftead  of  governing  it  as  the  Have  of  expe- 
rience and  genius'.  His  vanity,  which  was  in 
fcrnie  degree  defenfible,  conlidering  how  much  it 
was  inflamed  by  the  public  and  every  one  about 
him,  occafioned  mofl  of  his  errors ;  but  his  defire 
of  retaining  his  place  led  him  to  adopt  meafures  and 
form  coalitions  to  which  a  virtuous  and  confident 
man,  whatever  might  have  been  his  ultimate  views, 
would  not  have  condefcended.    His  political  inte- 

£ity  is  much  applauded;  I  think  it  has  fome 
ades ;  but  admitting  it  to  be  unfuUied,  it  affords 
but  a  feeble  excufe  for  the  evils  he  has  occafioned^ 
In  private  life,  an  honeft  motive  extenuates  erro- 
neous conduft,  but  a  minifter  is  Juft  as  culpable  for 
the  effedts  which  are  derived  fi'om  want  of  ikill, 
as  for  thofe  which  refult  from  evil  intentions.  Nec- 
ker is  acknowledged  even  by  his  enemies  to  have 
been' humane,  juft,  and  benevolent;  a  good  hufband, 
father,  and  friend.  His  vanity  made  him  defirous 
to  monopolife  admiration,  which  wifh  the  partiality 
of  his  family  might  confiderably  augment ;  and  it 
was  accompanied  with  a  jealoufy  of  others,  and  a 

•  On  the  Revolution,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  199. 
'  Sur  PAdminiftraticn,  &c.  p.  31. 

t  Mercure  Francois,   Hiftoriquc  ^  Politique^   Tdl.  do  %5  Afril 
jufquau  2»  Juin  179I1  p«a38« 

vindiftive 


£: 


^iadidfivenefs  when  attacked,  which  derogates  mi 
from  his  chartider  as  a  philofopher  \ 

It  remains  only  to  fpeak  of  him  as  an  auth 

I  cannot  even  give  a  complete  lift  of  his  wor 

Thofe  which  have  fallen  under  my  obfervation  i 

play  marks  of  afliduous  refearch  and  copious  infor 

ation,  but  are  written  in  a  ftyle  fo  laborioufly  ] 

lifhed  as  to  incur  the  charge  of  afFeftation.     B 

trand  juftly  places  him  amongft  the  diftinguifl 

writers  of  the  age.     The  works  of  Necker  whic 

have  read  are  the  following  :  his  Co7npte  rendu^  2 

De  F  Admini/iraiion  des  Finances^  both  of  which  o 

tain  ftriking  fafts,  ingenious  calculations,  and  ded 

lions  for  the  moft  part  fanftioned  by  reafon ; 

treatife   De  ^Importance  des  Opinions  Relineufes 

preferable  to  all  his  other  writings  :   I  have  quo 

many  paffages  of  his  book  intitled  Sur  PAdmini/i 

tion  de  M.  Necker  par  Jui  mime :   it  appears  fr 

the  exordium,  that  he  retired  to  Copet  in  a  fit 

dogged  fuUennefs,   and  thought  that  his  inceri 

puide  would  be  beft  appeafed  by  a  ftately  fileu' 

this  however  approached  too  much  to  a  ftate 

nullity,  and  feemed  to  accelerate  his  journey  to 

(hades  of  oblivion,  he  therefore  adopted  the  excel 

egotifm.     Mallet  du  Pan,  fpeaking  of  this  bci 

fays,  it  proves  that  he  was  led  away  by  eventji 

which  he  knew  not  how  to  oppofe  either  the  fc 

of  adlion  or  the  vis  inertia  K     He  next  publifhecl 

effay   Du  Pouvoir  Executifj  which  contains    m 

maxims  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  which 

duly  attended  to,  would  have  fpared  the  countr; 

which  it  was  addreffed  many  woes  and  much 

grace.      The   writers   of  the  literary  part  of 

M^rcure  Franfoisy  men  of  different  opinions  fi 

^  Set  his  character  in  mod  of  the  authorities  before  c^tiotec),'  pai 
larly  Dr.  Moore  and  Bertrand.  See  alio  remaikable  inltances  u 
ylndi^ivenefs  in  bertrand*$  Memoirs,  vol.i.  p.  153,  and  la  i3; 
devoilec  7me  livr^ifon,  p.  io8. 

i  Mercurc  Fr^o^ois^  ubi  fupni. 

6  M 


ao>  N  E  C  K  E  R. 

Mallet  du  Pan,  affefted  to  defend  the  conftitutlon 
againft  his  attacks  * ;    and  Peltier  Acknowledges, 
that  the  work  is  fiibjeft  to  no  reproach  but  the 
name  of  the  author  K     His  laft  publication.  On  the 
French  Revolution^  has  been  difcuffed  in  many  par- 
ticulars where  the  author  defends  his  own  conduft. 
The  information  it  contains  is  not  fo  extenfive  as 
might  have  been  expefted,  but  the  faQ:s  difclofed  in 
it  are  related  with  force  and  effeft,  and  many  of  the 
obfervations  on  events  poftefior  to  his  retreat,  par- 
ticularly on  the  prefent  conftitution,  are  worthy  of 
peculiar  attention.     Thofe  parts  of  the  work  which 
apply  to  himfelf  are  not  to  be  implicitly  relied  on ; 
the  difpofition  to  place  too  much  confidence  in  them 
will  be  confiderably  checked  by  an  attentive  com- 
parifon  of  them  with  the  correfponding  parts  of 
VAdmimJlrathn  de  M.  N^ker.      He  commenced 
his  literary  career  with  his  effay  on  the  Legijlatm  of 
Grainy  which  Playfair  and  Arthur  Young,  as  has 
already  been  faid,  fpeak  of  with  difrefpeft.     I  am 
not  acquainted  with  that,  or  his  writings  concerning 
the  Eq^  India  Company,     In  1773,    he  wrote  the 
EuUgiiwi  of  Colbert  J  which  gained  him  the  crown  at 
the  French  Academy;   and  in  which,   with  great 
finefle,    he   decried  the  adminiftration   of  Terrain 
while  praifmg  his  illuftrious  predeceffor  °*.     He  alfo 
wrote,  while  the  king's  trial  was  depending,  a  de- 
fence of  him,  under  the  title  of  RefieWons  addrejed 
to  the  French  Nation^  &c.  which  Peltier  calls  the  Fu- 
neral oration  of    Louis  XVI. "      It  may  however 
have  aflforded  Necker  fome  pleafure  to  know,  that 
this  produftion  met  the  eye  of  the  unfortunate  &- 
vereign  in  whofe  behalf  it  was  compofed*;  and 
Gibbon  mentions  it  with  approbation  •*. 

^  Mcrcore  Francois  Ltteraire,  du  31  Aout  I79»>  p»  77» 
'  Latp  Piftuicot  Paris,  vol.  i.  p.  117. 
»  Arecdotef,  &c.  vol.  v.  p.  161. 
*  Late  Pifture  of  Paris,  vol.i.  p.  396,  40SI. 
f  Jcurnal  de  Clery,  p.  13S. 
p  Gibbon'i  Mifcellanequs  Work$>  voK  u 


LOinS-PHILlPPE-JOSEPH 
Due    d'ORLEANS. 


npHE  cfonfpiracy  entered  Into  by  the  duke 
*  Orleans,  fo  undefined  in  its  tendency,  fo  ba 
ful  in  its  eflfefts,  contributed  more  perhaps  th 
any  other  caufe  to  give  that  extraordinary  violer 
and  ferocity  to  the  French  revolution,  by  which 
was  difgraced  even  in  its  earlieft  ftages^. 

^  Thchiftoryof  tihis  confplracy,  Including  the^hole  public  i 
private  life  of  the  duke,  has  been  detailed  by  Montjoye,  in  a  work 
three  Tolumes  o6iavo,  intitled  Hiftoire  dt  la  Cottjurathu  de  Louis  Phil 
Jofeph  d'OrUam,  from  which,  where  no  other  authority  is  cited,  I  h 
<^rived  my  information.  I  ihoiild  not,  however,  afcribe  events 
^uch  magnitude  and  importance  as  thofe  which  are  deduced  frohi  t 
confpiracy  to  fuch  a  caufe,  if  I  did  not  entertain  the  firmeft  convi^l 
of  the  author's  ^^nrrd/correflnefs.  This  conviftion  arifes,  ift,  Fr 
the  obvious  coincidence  of  hiitorical  truth  with  the  circumftan 
ftated  by  Montjoye.  »d.  From  the  concurrent  teftlmony  of  ir 
authors  who  have  written,  and  moft  orators  who  have  fpoken  on 
Aibjed  of  the  revolution,  as  well  royalif^s  as  republicans,  in  ft 
po'tof  moft  of  the  fa6^s  detailed  hy  Montjoye;  evidence  of  wh 
J  fliall  often  avail  myfelf  to  fupport  the  affertions  I  feel  authojrifed 
make.  3d,  Betides  the  foregoing  reafons,  I  am  induced  to  give 
more  credit  to  Montjoye,  from  his  having  already  received  t 
homage  from  men  of  the  greateft  difcecnment  and  mo(i  eltablid 
fame,  as  well  as  thofe  who,  from  their  attachment  to  republicanii 
^"^oaid  be  more  anxious  to  fupprefs  or  difavow  every  narrative  fri 
tjie  pen  of  a  llrenuous  royalilt.  Among  the  former  may  be  m( 
lioned  profeflor  Rohifon^  the  abbe  Barruel,  and  the  author  of 
Hiftorical  Eflhy  on  the  Conquefts  and  Ambition  of  Fran 
Among  the  latter,  the  hiftorian  and  circumnavigator  Pag 
In  noentloning  Montjoyc's  gentral  correftncfs,  I  wifli  it 
l>e  underftood  that  1  am  perte^tly  fenfible  that  a  few  biftoric 
liiographical,  and  chronological  miihkes  are  found  in  his  work  ;  1 
the  grand  outline  is  drawn  with  truth,  moft  of  the  principal  iigti 
corre^liy  defigned,  and  the  whole  piece  (notwithftanding  occafio 
^emifties  of  no  great  importance)  a  corre^  though  fliocking  pift 
•f  the  times, 
:  Lou 


B  3th  Apr.  Louis-Philippe-Jofeph,  fir  ft  prince  of  the  blood, 
Biriy'  duke  of  Orleans,  Chaitres,  Nemours,  Montpenfier, 
and  Etampes,  count  of  Beaujolois,  Vermandois,  and 
Soiffons,  was  born  at  St.  Cloud.  The  notorious 
impurity  of  his  mother,  Louifa-Henrietta  de  Bour- 
bon-Conti,  was  fuch  as  to  have  infpired  his  grand- 
fether  the  regent  with  doubts  of  his  legitimacy, 
which  he  retained  till  the  hour  of  his  death,  though 
the  arguments  of  his  confeflbr  induced  the  regent 
on  his  death-bed  verbally  to  alter  his  judgment. 
PerfiMi.  Orleans  was  above  the  middle  fize,  ftrong,  and 
robuft  ;  his  appearance  was  dignified  in  a  very  re- 
markable degree,  when  he  chofe  to  infufe  into  it 
that  elevation  wt]dch  his  rank  demanded,  though  it 
was  generally  debafed  by  vulgar  aflfeftarion.  His 
,  face  poffeffed  in  his  youth  a  confiderable  (hare  of 

fweetnefs  and  beauty  ;  the  deUcacy  of  his  Ikin,  be- 
fore his  debaucheries  had  incrufted  it  with  pimples, 
and  the  foftnefs  of  his  blue  eyes,  gave  him  rather 
an  effeminate  appearance;  but  his  youth,  quality, 
and  good-nature  infpired  the  moft  fevourable  pre- 
poffeffion.  During  the  life  of  his  father,  he  was 
Difinclin-  known  as  due  de  Chartres.  He  was  fo  little  dif- 
ation  to  pofed  to  improve  hj^  mind  by  the  ordinary  means, 
^*  that,  as  foon  as  he  was  emancipated  from  his  tutor, 
he  bade  adieu  to  every  kind  of  ftudy,  or  if  he  occa- 
fionally  began  any,  his  hatred  of  mental  fatigue  ^' 
cafioned  a  fpeedy  dereliftion.  This  difinclination  to 
literature  confined  the  refources  of  his  mind,  and 
by  limiting  his  means  of  communication,  prevented 
at  a  later  period  the  difcovery  of  his  political  in- 
trigues, by  preventing  him  from  leaving  permanent 
traces  of  his  condud.  Where  a  man  of  abih'ties 
would  have  made  an  harangue,  he  gave  a  hint;  and 
not  having  the  faculty  of  fpeaking  or  writing  well, 
indireft  infinuations,  meffages  bearing  no  ftampof 
authenticity,  and  bribes  which  the  receivers  would 
be  anxious  to  difavow,  were  his  only  engines- 


*  lie  pafled  his  youth  in  grofs,  opeft  debauchi 

%^hich  at  once  aftoniflied  ^d  corrupted  the  cit) 

Pari^.     His  wealth  afforded  means  of  unboun 

gratification,  and  his  birth  .made  his  exceffes  the 

and  gave  an  air  of  fuperior  confequence  to  tl 

who  frequented  his  fociety,  many  of  whom  inju 

their  fortunes,  their  health,  and  even  loft  their  li 

by  the  pernicious  influence  of  his  example.     In 

debauchery  there  was  none  of  that  courtly  elegai 

\srhich,  making  the  purfuit  of  pleafure  the  objed 

refined  minds,  produces,  with  the  evils  attendant 

licentioufnefs,  thofe  finiflied  manners  which  impi 

the  age,  and  thofe  fpirited  effufions  which  del 

pofterity :  his  was  of  that  coarfe  defcription  wl 

gratification  alone  is  confidered  ;  the  eftablifhed 

tems  of  morality,  and  the  fprightly  efforts  of  t 

berant  fancy,   are  equally  difregarded.     Amo; 

the  victims  of  his  example  is  to  be  enumerated 

prince  de  Lamballe,  fon  of  the  due  de  Penthie 

high  admiral  of  France,  who  was  carried  off  ; 

very  early  age '.     This  event  opened  a  hew  vie\ 

the  avarice  and  ambition  of  Chartres ;  he  form< 

matrimonial  alliance  with  the  only  furviving  f 

of  his  deceafed  friend,  that  he  might  fecure 

greater  part  of  the  family  effate  to  himfelf. 

The  objeft  which  moft  flattered  his  ambition 
the  hope  of  attaining  the  exalted  and  lucrative 
<3((  high  admiral.  It  was  held  by  his  father-in-- 
the  due  de  Penthievre,  but  Chartres  expeftc 
grant  of  the  reverfion.  To  qualify  himfelf  for 
fituation  according  to  the  rules  of  the  French  n 
he  went  on  board  the  fleet  commanded  by  d 


villiers,  and  was  fucceffively  promoted  f 
Tank  of  midfhipman  to  thofe  of  lieutenant, 


from 
cap 


»  I  ftate  this  faft  after  Montjoye  and  Peltier  (Pifture  of 
Tol.ii.  p.  17.)  in  the  mildeil  terms.  Playfair  fays,  that  Ch 
JciUed  the  prince  de  Lambalte  by  leading  him,  on  purpofe,  w!i< 
was  to  contrafl  a  mortal  diforder.  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm.  p.  1 
See  alfo  Mcmoires  pour  fervir  a  rHifipirv  du  Jacobinifme,  v 

commoc 


>  commodore,  and  fmally  vice*admiral.    In  all  pro- 

bability  he  would  have  attained  the  obje£t  of  his 
vifhes,  but  in  the  afUon  with  Eeppel  oflF  Ufliant  he 
betrayed  fuch  ridiculous  emotions  of  fear  as  drew 
on  him  the  deferved  contempt  of  the  navy,  and  of 
the  city  of  Paris.  The  king  would  not  grant  him 
the  reverfion  he  defired ;  but  to  gratify  his  ambi- 
tion in  fome  degree,  made  him  colonel-general  of 
huffars,  a  rank  created  for  the  exprefe  purpofe. 
Chartres  bore  the  (arcafms  and  ridicule  of  the  Pa- 
rifians  with  that  ftoicifm  which  is  fupplied  by  an 
indifference  to  public  opinion  ;  but  the  cenfure  im- 
plied in  the  preferment  given  by  the  court,  which, 
inftead  of  encouraging  his  pretenfions  to  naval  pro- 
motion, indireAly  feemed  to  difmifs  him  from  the 
fleet,  rankled  in  his  mind,  and  firfl:  produced  that 
hatred  of  the  royal  family  which  fo  materially  in- 
fluenced his  fubfequent  conduft '.  Through  life  he 
was  diftinguiflied  by  an  implacability  of  difpoiition; 
he  was  not  morofe,  on  the  contrary,  remarkably 
mild,  acceflible,  and  beneficent  to  his  fervants  and 
dependants,  but  he  could  not  forgive. 

a  ff**'""d*  After  leaving  the  fleet  his  time  was  divided  be- 
^^^^  '  tween  the  purfuits  of  fenfuality,  the  fports  of  the 
field,  and  the  employments  of  the  gaming-table. 
He  occafionally.  travelled  in  a  deliiltory  manner, 
without  fyftem,  or  apparent  view  of  improvement. 
He  frequently  vifited  England,  and  contraded  that 
tafle  for  the  drefs,  manners,  and  diverfions,  parti- 
cularly horfe-racing,  which  afterwards  extended 
itfelf  amongft  his  countrymen,  and  was  diftinguiflied 
by  the  name  of  Anglo-manie.  He  affefted  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  Englifli  jockey,  though  he  was  never 
flovenly,  but  rather  in  the  contrary  extreme. 

Becomes  a      It  was  probably  in  England  that  he  firft  became 

fouV*"''"  a  free-mafon.  That  fociety  had  long  been  efta- 
bUflied  in  France,   though  greatly  corrupted  and 

^  Bouillc's  Memoires,  p.  313. 

disfigured' 


^Wfigtlfed.     On  the  death  of  the  dointe  de  ( 

mont,  late  grand-maftef ,  Chartres  afpired  to  fuc< 

him.    As  the  fitiiation  imparted  a  degree  of 

thority  and  importance  off  which  mere  Englifli  1 

mafons  can  have  no  comprehenfion,  the  attainn 

tequired  an  exertion  of  great  addrefs,  and  a  pr 

(ion  of  promifes  and  bribes.     The  candidate 

tiot  fpariilg  of  thefe,  and  finally  fucce^ded  ^     Ha^ 

Mtained  this  objedt,  he  ufed  all  his  efforts  to  rer 

free-mafonry  general  in  France,  and  fuccedec 

iR^ell,  that  in  three  or  foiit  yeats  after  his  eleft 

lie  was  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  fixtj 

tiew   lodges   of  mafons^    diftinguiflled  by  var 

appellations,  but  all  emanating  from  the  fame  foe 

As  they  acquired  extenfion  and  celebrity  the  i 

inafons  began  to  adopt  new  fancies,  to  improve 

they  termed  it,  their  original  inftitiition,  and  affi 

imaginary  dignities  derived  from  antiquity*  Char 

teas  a  zealous  patron  of.  thefe  innovations. 

vifited  and  encontaged  the  new  lodges,  heard  \ 

complacency  their  introduSory  harangues,  aire 

tinfhired  with  atheifm,  and  the  doftrines  of  lib 

tmd  equality  *.     The  Iog;e  des  Chevaliers  bienfat 

Ivas  formed  at  Lyons,  as  a  ftiperior  lodge  to 

reft,  and  the  members  ptetended  to  tevive  in  t 

Own    perfons    the    order    of   Knights   Temp! 

Chartres,  among  othefs,  had  fo  miich  complaift 

for  this  abfurdity  as  to  fubmit  to  the  clerical  tonf 

Several  of  the  moft  diftinguiflled  charafters  in 

t'rench   revolution,  as  Efpremenil,  Bailly,  Sye 

Fauchet,  Leqtiinio,  Maufy,  Mounier,  were  m 

bers  of  this  fociety,  but  there  is  no  trace  of 

fornial  cortfpiracy  at  this  early  period,  althougl 

their  difcourfes  they  made  vigorous  attacks  on 

principles  of  religion  and  government  ^0 

t  Robtfon's  Proofs  of  a  Confpiracy,  p.  j«t. 
■  Idem,  p.  f9»  loi*  }8i.  *  Idem,  p.  41. 

y  Tdeiii,  p.  49.     See  alfo  Memoires   pour  fervir  a  rHiftoii 
Jacobinifme,  parBarroel,  voK  ii.  p^46i. 

r      VOL.  II.  1^ 


Afcmds  His  charafter  was  not  in  the  mean  time  {mproving. 
in  a  bai.  jjg  n^ade  himfelf  additionally  ridiculous  on  die  fcore 
^^*  of  cowardice,  by  afcending  in  an  air-balloon  from 
St.  Cloud,  with  two  adventurers  of  the  name  of 
Robert.  Such  a  froiic,  in  a  prince  of  the  blood, 
was  contemptible  at  beft,  but  he  was  fo  much  teni- 
fied  at  the  appearance  of  danger  in  a  new  form, 
that  he  loft  all  prefence  of  mind,  and  tore  the 
taffeta  to  facilitate  the  defcent  of  the  machine  by 
the  evafion  of  the  gas.  The  ftep  was  what  wifdom 
and  courage  would  have  diftated,  but  he  was  known 
to  poffefs  fo  little  of  either,  that  the  Parifians 
laughed  at  him  without  referve,  and  faid  he  bad 
exhibited  his  cowardice  in  three  of  the  four  ele- 
ments. 
i7«S'.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  injured  himfelf 
His  avarice  ^^^.^  effeftually  in  the  minds  of  the  people  by  an 
a^  founded  only  in  infatfable  avarice.  i\nxious  to 
increafe  an  already  overgrown  fortune,  and  carelefs 
of  the  convenience  or  opuiion  of  others,  he  entered 
into  a  fpeculatipn  to  furround  the  gardens  of  the 
palais  royal  with  buildings.  Thofe  who  occupied 
the  houfes  already  erefted,  who  had  embellifhed, 
furnifhed,  and  paid  for  them,  according  to  the 
apparent  beauty  and  pleafantnefs  of  the  fituation, 
found  themfelves  on  the  point  of  being  fliut  out 
from  a  charming  profpeft,  and  reduced  to  inhabit 
a  narrow  ftreet.  They  remonftrated,  the  duke  was 
obftinate.  They  commenced  a  lawfuit,  and  were 
caft..  They  again  attended  the  duke,  and  pointed 
out  to  him  how  his  conduft  would  excite  the  ill 
opinion  of  the  people ;  "  I  would  not  give  a  fmgle 
**  half-crown  for  their  good  opinion,**  was  his  an- 
And  in-  fwcr.  This  ad  of  difhonourable  felfiflinefs  was 
jiifticc.  fucceeded  by  another,  fo  unjuft  and  meanly  rapa- 
cious as  to  be  worthy  only  of  the  bafeft  fliarper. 
He  let  fome  (hops  and  houfes  in  the  palais  royd 
on  leafes,  for  which  he  exafted  premiums  from  the 
tenants,  and  immediately  afterwards  fold  the  pre* 

mifcs^ 
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tnifeSi  A  faie^  by  the  rules  of  the  civil  code,  1 1 
prevalent  in  France,  annulled  a  leafe^  or  o  '. 
temporary  demife  \ 

When  M.  de  Calonne  affembled   the  notal  i 
Orleansj   as  prince  of  the  blood,  was    dppoL  i 
prefident  of  one  committee.     His  reputation  wa 
odious,  and  his  conduA  fo  mean,  that  his  commi ; 
was  diftinguifhed  by  the  title  of  Gomits  des  Laa 
or  committee  of  Jkin-fiinU*  -  This   arofe  from  i 
parfimony  of  Orleans,  who  did  not,  like  the  o(  I 
princes,  keep  a  table  at  VerfailleSj   but  retur ; 
every  night  to  Paris*     An  anecdote,   however 
recorded  of  his  conduft  in   this  affembly,  wH 
does  him  great  honour.     He  attended  his  commi 
one  day,   and    addreffed   them   in   thefe    wor: 
"  Gentlemen,  you  are  about  to  read  a  memo 
"  on  certain  feignorial  rights*     If  you  fanftion 
"  I  fhall  lofe  four  hundred  thoufand  livres  ( 1 7,501 
"  a-year.     I  could  not  fubmit  to  this  lofs  witl: 
**  good  grace,  and  might  perhaps  make  fome  1 
"  guarded  remarks-     I  think  it  mod  prudent,  2 
"  moft  delicate  for  me  to  retire,  and  give  no  c 
**  nion  on   the  fubjeft.     1  have  obtained  leave 
"  abfence  for  a  few  days,  of  which  I  fliall  imr 
"  diately  a^ail  myfelf/*     The  committee  requefl: 
that  he  would  forbear  delivering  his  opinion,  if 
thought  proper,   but   that   he  would  continue 
prefide;    he  perfevered,   however,   in    his   refuj 
from  a  dread  of  conftraining  the  voters  *. 

After  the  diffolution  of  this  affembly,  Orleai: 
SIS  ufual,  liTed  in  a  date  of  luxurious  fenfuali! 
furrounded  by  a  court  of  his  own,  formed 
perfons  whofe  fimilarity  of  charafter  preventi 
refleftion  or  reproach.  He  retained  a  gloon 
hatred  againft  the  king  and  queen,  on  account 
his  not  having  obtained  the  reverfion  of  the  pla 

*  Playfair*s  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  8i.  n. 

*  Anecdotes  du  Regne  dc  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  77.  84.. 
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of  high-admiral.      His  firft  difplay  of  fyftema^ 
oppofition  was  during  the  unpopular  adnuniftradoa 
of  the  archbifhop  of  Sens.    The  palais  rojal  had 
long  been  the  refuge  of  a  herd  of  malecontents, 
who  took  advantage  of  the  ftate  of  finances  to  ex- 
cite the  public  difcontent,  by  inflammatory  and 
feditious  writings,  and  every  other  means  in  theif 
power.      A  regular   council,  compofed  partly  of 
thefe,  partly  of  fome  difaffedled  members  or  th^ 
parliament,  anxious  for  innovation,  was  held  nightly, 
at  which   the  fteps  to  be  taken  in  the  debates  of 
the  fubfequent  day,  were  arranged  and  regulated. 
The  duke's  purfe  was  profufely  opened  to  pay  the 
writers  and  orators  who  clamoured  for  a  convoca- 
tion of  the  ftates-general,  and  his  influence  on  the 
parliament    was  fuch   as  to  produce  that  line  of 
condudl    which    occafioned    their  banUhment  to 
Troyes  *^.     This  aft  of  feverity,  however,  exceeded 
the  wifhes  of  his  highnefs,  he  feared  that  at  fuch  a 
diftance  from  the  fermentation  of  the  capital,  and 
the  vortex  of  his  influence,  they  might  abate  the 
fervour  of  their  attachment,  and  difcontinue  their 
oppofition.     Befides,  he  was  not  defirous  to  fee 
fhem  invefled  with  too  great  a  ftiare  of  popularity, 
as  their  eftimation  wa^  not  a  primary  objeft,  but 
fubordinate  to  the  views  which  he  now  began  to 
entertain.     He   therefore  induced  them  to  make 
that  conceflion  which  produced  their  recall,  and 
diminiflied  their  reputation  with  the  public, 
lormf  While  aflairs  were  in  this  ftate,  and  the  public 

with  Mi.  mind  extremely  agitated,  Mirabeau  returned  to  Paris 
jabcau.  from  Berlin,  where  he  had  been  on  a  vifit  to  his  friend 
MauviUon.  Mirabeau  had  been  difappointed  by 
Calonne  of  the  fecretaryfhip  of  the  notables,  and 
the  archbifliop  of  Sens  had  not  encouraged  him 
according  to  his  own  eftimate  of  his  pretenfions. 
He  faw  that  he  had  nothing  to  expeft  from  the 

^  SeeDB  Brienns. 

court, 


eoutt,  and  was  therefoi-e  rejoiced  to  fee  an  opp 
tion  party  rifing  in  the  kingdom.  He  confide 
Orleans  a  fit  man-  to  be  the  oftenfible  head 
fucb  a  party,  as  birth,  wealth,  and  independe 
were  in  him  united.  The  impreffion  made  by 
paft  conduft  might  be  effaced  by  a  few  popular -a 
and  his  want  of  talents,  his  ambition,  and  his  r 
cour  were  circumftances  rather  IFavourable  tl 
detrimental  to  the  views  of  Mirabeau.  In 
exifting  (late  of  the  public  mind,  it  was  gres 
advamtageous  to  Orleans  that  he  had  never  recei^ 
money  from  the  treafury,  and  his  wealth,  by  wl 
ever  means  augmented,  was  contemplated  with  '. 
malignity  than  that  of  any  nobleman  or  prince  v^ 
was  attached  to  the  court  \ 

Mirabeau  faw  the  great  advantages  and  influe: 
which  might  be  derived  from  the  focieties  of  ft 
mafons,  of  which  Orleans  wasgrand-mafter,  he  the 
fore  readily  acceded  to  the  overtures  made  by 
duke,  and  imparted  to  him  the  myfteries  of  i 
minifm.  From  this  period  the  fyftematic  per 
fion  of  the  mafonic  lodges  in  France  began  *^. 

In  conformity  with  the  plans  of  his  new  co 
jutors,  Orleans  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  refifting 
Brienne's  propofal  for  a  loan  of  four  hundred  2 
.twenty  millions  (i 8,375,000/. )•  In  this  inftai 
he  difplayed  confumm^te  addrefs,  and,  for  theo 
time  in  -  his  life,  courage  and  confiftency.  1 
archbifliop,  apprehenfive  that  his  projeft  wo 
meet  with  ftrenuous  oppofition,  founded  the  me 
bers  of  the  parliament.  All  the  friends  of  Orlej 
promifed  their  hearty  co-operation,  while,  in  fa 
they  meditated  the  moft  determined  oppofiti< 
The  minifter,  deceived  by  thefe  promifes,  prevai 
on  the  king  to  hold  a  royal  fitting,  for  the  purp 
pf  regiftering  that  and  other  decrees*    The  opj 

«  Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  RcvoitttioOy  p»54« 
<  Robifon^s  Proofs,  p.  385. 
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'  fition  refolvcd  to  hinder  the  regiftratlon,  and,astihQ 
conftitution  of  a  royal  fitting  permitted  it,  to  caufe 
the  queftion   to  be  argued   and  piit   to  the  vote. 
7th Nov.    The  fitting  was  opened;  Lamoignon,  the  peeper 
of  the  feals,  declared  his  majefty's  pleafure  to  be, 
that  every  member  of  the  parliament  fhould  deliver 
his  fentiments  without  referve.     A  debate  of  nine 
hours  took  place,  in  which  feveral  agents  of  the 
duke  fpoke  in  a  drain  neither  agreeable  to  the  king 
or  relevant  to  the  queftion.     Tired  at  length  of  a 
debate  fo  protrafted  apd  unufual,  his  majefty  rofe, 
and  commanded  the   regiftration   of  the  decrees. 
The  members,  not  prepared  for  an  oppofition  to 
the  king's  exprefs  orders,  fat  filent,  the  clerk  was 
preparing  to  fulfil  his  office,  when  Orleans  arofe, 
and  caftmg  a  glance  of  expreffive  indignation  at  his 
faftion,  a(ked  the  king  in  an  abrupt  and  haughty 
tone,  if  the  prefent  was  a  royal  fitting  or  a  bed  of 
juftice?    "  A   royal  fitting,'*   anfwered  the  king. 
"  Then,  Sire,*'  repHed  the  duke,    ^*  permit  me  to 
^'  lay  at  your  feet,  and  to  depofit  in  the  bofom  of 
"  this  court,  my  proteft,  that  Iconfider  the  re- 
^*  quired  regiftration  illegal,  and   that    it  will  be 
^'  neceflary,  for  the  exculpation  of  thofe  who  may 
«'  otherwise  be  thought  to  have  fanftioned  it,  to 
f*  declare,  that  it  is  done  by  the  exprefs  command 
f«  of  the   king.'^     Had  the   firmnefs  difplayed  on 
this  occafion  formed  part  of  the  general  charafter  of 
Orleans,  he  might  have  afpired  to  the  moid  exalted 
fituations  in  confequence  of  the  fubfequeiit  difturb- 
ances,  and  even   have  changed    the  fucccflion  or 
the  crown,  but  avarice  rather  than  anibition  in- 
fluenced his   conduft  even  iii  this  inftance.     H^ 
held  a  million  of  a  former  loan,  which  would  have 
been  materially  depreciated  by  \\it  fandtion  of  that 
which  was  then  in  agitation. 

The  king  anfwered  the  duke  by  faying,  '^  ^ 
laconic  manner,  that  he  had  direfted  nothing  but 
lyhat  was  perfeftly^  regular^  and  having  perfifted  9 
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his  commands,  retired  with  his  minifters.     As  H 
as  he  was  in  his  carriage,  Orleans  returned  to 
hall,  accompanied   by  the  duke  of  Bourbon, 
brother-in-law.      His   faftion  reprefented   the 
tranfadtion  as  illegal  in  the  moft  flagrant  deg; 
and  they  finally   prevailed   on   the   parliament 
proteft  againft  any  participation  which  might 
imputed  to  them  in  the  regiftration  of  the  kh 
edia,  a  ftep  which  was  fure  to  render  the  propc 
loan  illufory. 

The  king  retiring  to  his  palace,  complained, 
of  the  duke's  proteft,  which  in  itfelf  was  fuf 
ently  extraordinary,  but  of  the  harfh,  objurgat 
tone  in  which  it  was  delivered,  and  of  the  info 
conduft  of  feveral  members  of  the  parliament,  : 
was  finally  prevailed  on  to  banifli  Orleans  to 
eftate  at  Villiers-Cotteret ;   and  two  of  his  fadli 
Sabbatier  and  Freteau  de  St.  Juft,  to  different  p 
of  the  country  *.     This  meafure  was  far  from 
Ktic:  advantage  was  taken   of  the  notorious 
charafter  of  the  parties  punifh'ed  ;  but  when 
individual  can  "ftflume  the  appearance  of  a  vk 
in  the  popular  caufe,  compaflion    and   admiral 
fpeedily  follow ;    the  public  grants  an  amnefty 
all  paft  errors,  and  the  danger  of  fpeaking  aga 
the  idol  of  the  day  procures  general  forbearai 
Not  only  the   parliament  of  Paris,   but   thofe 
Thouloufe  and  feveral  other  provinces,  took  up 
qaufe  of  the  exiled  members,  .and  in  nuinerous 
dreffes  folicited  their  recall,  mixing  with  their  j 
tions  remonftraaces  in  the  true  revolutionary  ftj 
but  without  effeft. 

This  baniihment,  inflaming  the  vindiftive  ten 
of  Orleans,   gave  an  energy  to  his  condud,  wl 
in  him  could  only  be   derived  from  revenge 
h4tre4f     It  gave  him,  for  the  firft  time,  a  taft< 

^  See  Impartial  f|i^ory»  vo}.  i.  p.  »8.     Rabau^'s  Hitiory,  j 
Moore's  View,  voK  i,  f.  66, 
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the  mtoxiicating  draught  of  popularity,  and  a  kaoW« 
ledge  of  the  advantages  he  might  obtain  from  havif 
ing  a  ftrong  hold  on  the  public  mind.  To  fecure 
this  popularity,  he  bought  to  his  intereft  feveral 
journalifts  of  Paris,  who  joining  their  voice  to  that 
of  the  parliaments,  attached  an  importance  to  fail 
name  of  which  it  had  never  before  been  thought 

and  pro-    fufceptible  ^     His  defire  of  vengeance   ftimulated 

i*^''  him  to  adopt  every  meafure  which  could  be  devifed 
fo  embarrafs  the  monarch,  and  excite'^  difcontent,. 
Amongft  thefe  was  a  monopoly  of  grain,  by  which 
an  artificial  famine  might  at  any  time  be  produced ; 
and  by  aflPording  or  denying  to  the  public  the  means* 
of  fubfiftence,  a  violent  clamour  produced,  and 
tranquillity  as  fuddenly  reftored  ^.  To  eflPeft  this, 
he  laid  his  plans,  and  appointed  his  private 
agents,  while  at  Villiers-Cotteret ;  but  confciou^ 
that  Paris  muft  be  the  centre  of  aftion,  and  yet  uiir 
willing  to  compromife  his  hatred  to  the  lung  by 

Hii  recall,  condefcending  to  perfonal  foUcitation,  he  employed 
his  duchefs,  whole  excellent  charafter  made  her 
^  much  beloved  and  refpeded  <^  court  as  he  was 
defpifed,  to  requeft  his  recall,  in  which  fte  eafily 
fucceeded. 
178S.        On  his  return  to  the  palais  royal^  Orleans  profcs 

fcn^tmVnr    c^ted  his  fchemes  of  vengeance  and  aggrandizement 
with  greater  earneftnefs;  than  eypr^    }n  a4dition  tq 

f  Seepages,  vol  ii.  p. 7f. 

K  This  attempt  has  been  ddubted  by  many  j  and  by  fooie  critics  of 
Montjoy«*s  work  treated,  ^ith  unmerited  ridicule.  The  argument 
drawn  from  the  impofllbility  19  extremely  fqtiie,  confidering  theyaft 
fortune  and  unlimited  credit  poflcflfed  by  Orleans ;  and  that  the  tranf- 
aftion  ihould  in  juftice  be  viewed  as  a  profjtable  fpeculation,  rather 
than  a difadvantageous  expenditure.  I  think  it  impoflible,  on  acandi4 
^  cpnfideration  of  the  events  of  the  5th  anfl  6th  of  Oftober  1 789,  and  the 

immediate  facility  of  Aippiy  whiph  took  place  whesi  Orleans  was  driven 
from  France  by  la  Fayette^  to  doubt  the  reality  of  this  part  of  the  duke's 
con  1  piracy.  It  may  receive  fome  additional  con^rmation  from  itJ 
being  pofitivcly  charged  in  a  report  made  by  St'.  Juft,  April  i5tb> 
1794-1  when  intereft  had  totally  ceafed  to  influence  the  queftion,  when 
the  means  of  knowledge  remained  amoD|^  the  accomplices,  but  Orleans 
was  executfd  and  forgotten* 

the 


the  jdumalifts  b  his  daily  pay^  he  eflabllflied 
gular  committee  to  difcufs  his  affairs,  fugged  p 
find  dired  his  operations^  His  partifan^  form 
cluby  called  les  enrage^^  which  was  of  great  im] 
ance .  in  extending  his  influence,  and  one  of 
roots  of  the  Jacobin  fociety^,  From  thefe  n 
Ings  and  clubs  moft  of  the  parties  who  afters 
direfted  the  affairs,  and  divided  the  public  min 
FrancCt  derived  their  origin.-  The  money  and 
tronage  of  Orleans  drew  them  from  poverty 
ob&urity,  and  enabled  them  to  acquire  that  p 
larity  which  they  afterwards  turned  againfl:  hi 
tereft,  his  life,  and  his  fame  ^  It  jis  not  eafy  tc 
fine  the  exaft  views  of  the  confpirators,  or  the 
cife  tendency  of  the  hopes  of  Orleans :  it  is 
bable,  that  though  oftenfibly  the  head,  he  wj 
faft  the  mere  inftrumpnt  of  a  cabal  ^n  His 
tifans  would,  to  gratify  their  own  ambition,  i 
elevated  him  to  any  dignity,  or  they  would 
confpired  with  equal  alacrity  againfl  him»  1 
flattered  his  vanity  and  ambition  alternately 
hopes  of  poffeffing  the  throne  or  regency,  accor 
to  the  fiuduations  of  public  affairs  ^  Av^ 
might  have  reftrained  him,  had  ambition  alom 
jreQed  his  purfuit,  but  revenge  gave  a  ftronger 
pulfe ;   ajid  tl^at  pillion,  his  dependents,  long  \ 

'^  BouiIIe*s-  Memoirfy  p.  So.  See  alfo  Notice  fur  la  Vie  de  Sy 
^  The  exigence  of  an  Orleani'  faction  fron>  the  very  begin ni 
the  revolution,  can  hardly  now  require  proof.  However,  torth 
fe£^  fatisfa^lioii  of  the  reader's  mind,  he  i$  referred  to  the  folh 
works:  Bertrand's  Memoirs ;  Bouille's  Memoirs  j  Carat's  Men 
Life  of  Dumouriez  ;  Moore's  View  ;  Hittoirc  Secrete,  par  P 
Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  Revolution  $  BarruePs  Hitlory  < 
Clergy,  and  Hiltory  of  Jacobinifm,  pafTim  \  Briflbt  a  fes  Com  me 

L15.  }  Hiftory  of  the  Bnflfotines  by  Camilie  Defmoulines,  { 
ttvet's  Narrative,  p.  9.  et  paiHm  ;  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  { 
59*  i  i'layfair's  Hiitory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  So.  ei  paflioi.  I  coul 
many  more  authorities,  but  think  it  unnecefTary  5  morecfpeciall 
frequently  adduce  their  teilimonies  in  fupport  of  the  various  fa^i 
^ned  in  the  Aibfequent  part  of  the  narrative. 
.  ^  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p«  asi* 
^  $ee  RoWon's  Proofs,  p.  391.    Moore*<  View^  yol.  ii.  p.  3; 


tifed  in  the  arts  of  libelling  and  inventive,  and  pre« 
pared  to  give  cffeft  to  every  ddperate  fuggeftion, 
were  beft  able  to  gratify, 
pifconrent      Meantime  the  imprudence  of  the  minifter  opened 
•^^^^*        to  him  another  fource  of  feduftion  which  could  not 
*"^'       fail  to  produce  the  moft  deftniftive  effects.    The 
eours  plenieres  were  about  to  be  eftablifhed ;  and  as 
a  ferious  oppofition  was  expe6ted  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  foldiers  were  to  be  fent  into  all  the  cities 
and  towns  in  France,  to  enforce  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  fovereign  when  promulgated.     This  was 
but  an  ungracious  taik  at  a  time  when  the  govern- 
ment of  France  was  fo  enfeebled,  that  an  oppofition 
to  its  meafures.  was  decidedly  and  triumphantly  dif- 
played,   and  carried  with  it  the  good  wiihes  of  a 
majority  of  the  nation.      The  officers,   many  of 
whom,  as  well  as  the  privates,  had  been  admitted  to 
the  clubs  of  corrupted  mafonry,  were  diffatisfied 
with  their  duty,  and  a  few  infinuations  from  the 
duke  and  his  agents  fo  completed  their  difguft,  that 
they  commanded  with  reludance,  and  a  relaxation 
of  difcipline  and  inattention  to  the  will  of  the  offi^ 
cers  was  introduced  among  the  foldiery,  which,  re- 
inforced by  bribes  and  other  allurements,  in  the  end 
completely  diforgzinized  them,  and  fubverted  the 
government, 
ijth  July.      The  hurricane  which  occurred  in  this  year,  by 
Hurricane.  Jncreafing  the  diftrefles  of  the  country,  ana  putting 
the  fubfiftence  of  the  poor  more  immediately  in  the 
power  of  Orleans,  facilitated  all  his  fchemes,  and 
rendered    their  execution  certain,     Hail-ftpnes  of 
prodigious  fize  defolated  the  country,  and  deftroyed 
the  hopes  of  the  farmer.     The  decree  \vhich  pert 
mjtted  the  exportation  of  grain,  one  of  the  greateft 
follie§  of  De  Brierme's  ^dmjniftration,  gave  credibi- 
lity to  the  report   induftrjoqfly  circulated  by  the 
duke's  partifans,   that  the  court  had  caufed  the 
greater  part  pf  the  fcanty  h^veft  to  b^  exported  (^ 
England,  to  ftarve  the  people  of  France* 

At 


At  length  the  unpopular  minilter,  tired  of  a  ntuo  Necker*« 
0tion  for  which  he  had  demonftrated  himfelf  every  admini- 
M^ajr  unfit,  retired,  and  Necker,  the  only  man  fup»  '^^^^* 
pofed.  capable  of  jpffefting  the  falvation  of  France, 
affumed  his  place,  Necker,  to  perpetuate  his  po- 
pularity, patronized  with  all  his  influence  the  conr 
vocation  of  the  ftatesrgeneral.  The  expeftation  of 
this  grand  evqnt.  a£ting  upon  the  fanguine  temper 
of  Frenchmen,  mflamed  by  the  numerous  feditiou$ 
pamphlets  which  daily  iflued  from  the  prefs,  pro- 
duced repeated  afts  of  riot  and  diforder.  The  par* 
iiament  of  Paris,  fenfible,  from  the  ftyle  in  which 
the  new  fyftems,  every  where  profufely  diftributed, 
were  written,  that  their  importance,  an^  even 
^heir  es^iftence,  were  as  much  endangered  by  the 
propofed  convocation  as  by  the  eftablimment  of  thp 
'four  pleniere,  exerted  their  declining  influence  to 
maintain  order,  check  the  riotous  difpofition  of  the 
mob,  and  punifli  the  more  atrocious  of  th^  libellers ; 
but  their  exertions  came  t0o  late.  The  inclination 
to  tumult  ha^  got  too  firm  pofleflion  of  the  popu^ 
lace ;  the  numerous  and  well-paid  band  of  libellers 
had  top  niuch  at  ftake  to  defifl:  from  their  pra£l:ice$, 
and  the  parliament  only  expofed  itfelf  to  contempt 
find  hatred. 

Orleans  f^w  with  pleafure  the  tide  of  public  fa^  NotaWtt* 
vour  flowing  from  the  parliament ;   he  wanted  en- 
gines of  greater  power  to  effe£t  his  plans,  and  there* 
fore,  during  the  convocation  of  the  notables  which 
preceded  the  aflembling  of  the  ftates-general,  feldon^ 
attended  their  meetings,  and  never  prefided  \     He  Sedidout 
courted  the  tiers  etat  by  all  the  means  of  blan^ifli-  Z^ht^^ 
ment  which  his  wealth  and  influence  aflPorded  ;  nor  \m  loyal. 
did  he  omit,  while  extending  his  own  popularity, 
proportionately  to  vilify  the  reigning  branch  of  the 
family.     {lis  libellers  were  indefatigable  and  auda- 
(uous  in  a  degreis  without  example :  writings  and 

^.  Impartial  Hiftoiyi  vol.  u  p.  46.    Moore^s  View,  vol.  i.  p.  no. 
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ipecches  were  mdultnoully  arculated,  in  which  the 
king  and  queen  were  accufed  of  occafioning  all  the 
miferies  of  the  people.  Thefe  events  had  a  confi- 
derable  effeft  in  relaxing  the  vigilance  and  difd 
pline  of  the  police,  Coffee-houfes  were  open  day 
anS  night  in  the  precinfts  of  the  palais  royal^  where 
feditious  perfons  were  conftantly  haranguing  againft 
the  government,  and,  mounted  on  tables  and  liools, 
Uttraded  the  attention  of  the  mob  inuhe  gardens 
to  their  abufe  of  the  royal  family,  from  which, 
however,  the  duke  of  Orleans  was  conftandy 
excepted,  as  a  worthy  defcendarit  of  Henry  IV. 
Many  of  thefe  coffee^houfe  and  field  orators,  who 
before  had  neither  bread  or  flioes,  were  now  well 
clothed  and  fupplied  with  money,  without  the  ex« 
ercife  of  any  other  induftry  than  their  trade  of  de* 
famation,  without  any  other  refource  than  the  duke's 
coffers.  Nor  was  his  encouragement  of  thefe  in* 
cendiaries  confined  to  fecret  benefit  or  tacit  appro* 
bation.  It  was  become  a  praftice,  from  the  affeded 
way  in  which  the  virtues  of  Henry  IV.  were  held 
out  to  adpiiration,  particularly  from  the  pointed  al* 
lufion  conftantly  made  to  his  benevolent  wifli  that 
every  peafant  in  the  kingdom  Ihould  have  his  fowl 
in  the  pot  every  Sunday,  for  large  groups  of  the  ne* 
ceffitous  and  idle  to  affembie  every  day  near  hia 
ftatue  on  the  ponUneuf^  and  force  all  who  paffed  by 
to  do  homage  tg  the  figure,  This  faft  was  public, 
and  could  not  be  unknown  to  the  duke ;  he  took 
iadvantage  of  it  to  raife  his  popularity  :  he  went  iu 
his  carriage  to  the  ponUmuf^  and  performed  his 
obeifance  to  the  ftatue,  accompanying  it  with  the 
moft  encouraging  demeanour  and  condefcending 
familiarity  to  thofe  who  exafted  the  ceremony. 
Hard  win-  In  this  memorable  year  every  thing  confpired  to 
**'^*  promote  the  plans  of  Orleans.     The  prefuoiption  and 

weaknefs  of  the  archbifhop  of  Sens,  the  imprudent 
meafures  of  his  adminiftration,  and  the  effefts  of  the 
hurricane,  wer^  fo wees  of  great  embarraffinent  and 

perplexity. 


j^^Ienty.    The  winter  was  one  of  the  moft  fe 

erer  known  in  France ;  the  poor  were  totally 

able  to   procure  fubfiftence ;    the  price  of  b: 

would  have  been  raifed  in  a  very  diftreffing  mai 

in  confequence  of  the  hurricane  alone,  but  the 

ditional  fcarcity  produced  by  monopoly  filled 

duke's  cofiers  with  ready  money,  threw  the  j 

upon  the  benevolence  of  the  opulent,  and  ena^ 

Wm  to  fecure  great  popularity.      The  nobilit; 

general  exerted  themfelyes  to  relieve  the  diftri 

of  the  needy-;   fome  had  fires  conftantly  in  t 

halls,  where  meat  was  dreffed,  and  bread  diftribiJ 

Many  prelates  and'  nobles  incurred  debts  to  a 

great  amount  by  their  acts  of  charity,     Orleans 

diftributed  his  alms,  but  the  papers  being  all  ir 

pay,  magnified  his  donations  to  an  extent  infin 

exceeding  the  truth,  and  though  he  never  gav 

proportion  to  his  fortune,  the  conftant  recurrenc 

their  applaufes  made  it  appear  that  he  was  ali 

the  only  benefactor  of  the  poor  "•     He  adopt 

meafure   exceedingly  oftentatious,   to  increafe 

opinion :   he  did  not  make  his  diftributions  in 

manner  followed  by  others,  but  hired  fome  cc 

houfes'  in  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Germain,  where 

were  kept  all  day^   and  victuals  delivered  in 

name.     He  promifed  in  the  papers  large  pecui 

contributions,  but  his  performance  of.  that  pre 

was  limited  to  a  paltry  gift  of  three  thoufand  I 

(131/.  5x.).     Thefe  afts,  however,  increafed 

predileftion  of  the  public.     The  people,  ever  r 

to  affigti  fome  oftenfible  caufe  for  their  mif< 

Attributed  the  fcarcity  to  the  court,  and  contra 

that  idea  with  the  oftentatious  munificence  oi 

duke,  exprefled  a  reliance  on  him  as  their 

friend  and  only  hope. 

•  The  inefficient  voice  of  public  opinion  was 
?11  he  aimed  to  acquire,  more  was  necefTary  t 

^  Playfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  96. 
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execudoii  of  his  plans  :  he  was  defiroos  to  obfiun  i 
band  of  ruffians,  who  (hould  be  ready  at  all  times  to 
rife  in  open  infurredion  and  execute  his  fchemes« 
Such  a  band  would  want  an  oftenfible  leader,  m- 
ferior  to  himfelf  in  dignity,  yet  capable  of  giving 
weight  to  his  commands,  but  not  of  importance 
enough,  to  be  dangerous  at  any  future  period.  To 
gain  fuch  a  perfon,  he  firft  tried  Reveillon  %  and 

afterwards 

^  RsvEiLtON  wat  a  paper-manofaAorer  in  die/wclMn^  Se.  An<i 
totne.     On  the  syth  of  Apnl  17S9,  a  mob  wat  colleAcd,  who  got  1 
figure  reprefenting  Reveillon,  and  drew  it  about  the  ftreet  in  a  mod 
tumultuous  manner,  aflfertin?,  that  he  intended  to  reduce  the  wages  of 
hit  journeymen ;  and  that  he  had  aflferted  that  wheat  bread  was  too 
good  for  the  populace,  but  potatoe  flour  would  do  well  enough.  They 
proceeded  to  the  Grkn,  where  they  hung  tliis  t(Bgf,  and  afterwards 
Dumt  it.     The  military  made  an  attempt  to  difperie  the  mob,  ku( 
failed.     Reveillon,  who  was  an  eleAor  of  the  tiert  etmit  applied  to  tbs 
iitnitiiMt  dt  fflktt  and  the  colonel  of  the  gar Jts  Frmtfifet^  for  a  military 
force  to  proted  his  houfe,  which  they  readily  granted  1  they  fent  fo 
snany  foldiers  as  occupied  all  the  apartments  of  his  naofion,  and  61Ied 
the  avenues,  before  which  barriers  were  placed  to  prevent  the  mob 
from  breaking  in.    The  populace  aflfembled  the  next  day  in  raft 
numbers,  condfling  of  men  and  women }  they  repaired  to  ReveiiloQ*! 
houfe,  and  attempted  to  force  the  paflage,  loading  theibldtert  all  tbs 
while  with  the  moft  opprobrious  language,  and  pejtiog  them  witb 
large  ftones  and  bricks.     The  military  maintained  their  ftation  a  long 
time,  but  at  length  the  mob  fuceeeded  in  getting  paft  the  barriers^ 
and  into  the  houfe,  which  they  immediately  pillaged,  deftroyed  tbs 
furniture,  biirnt  the  books,  and  ruibin^  into' the  cellars,  drank  every 
kind  of  wine  and  fpirit  there.    The  military  were  at  length  reinforced 
by  a  confiderable  body  of  Swifs  guards,  with  two  piecea  of  artillery) 
they  required  the  populace  to  difpeiie,    which  they  refuted  $  the 
officers  then  ordered  the  foldiers  to  fire  over  their  heads,  which  inftcad 
of  intimidating,  increafed  their  infolence.    They  charged  the  military 
with  fuch  arms  as  they  had}  old  fwords,  muikets,  bludgeons  ihod 
with  iron,  ftaves  with  knife*blades,  fword-blades,  or  fpikes  at  tbs 
end,  and  a  volley  of  ftones.    The  officers,  finding  their  moderarion 
produced  no  good  effeft,  ordered  the  men  to  fire,  and  take  po&ifion 
of  the  houfe.     Their  paflage  was  difputed,  foot  by  foot,  by  the  peopis 
within,  which  occafioncd  a  very  great  carnage  |  two  hundiTd  of  tbs 
mob  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  killed,  and  many  hundreds  wounded* 
A  few  foldiers  were  killed,  and  about  four-fcore  wounded.    Af 
Jength  they  fuceeeded  in  clearing  the  houfe,  which  was  almoft  demo- 
liflied,  and    in  difperfmg  the  rioters*    The  fcene  which    prefeated 
itfelf  in  the  cellars  was  Shocking  beyond  defcription  t  many  had  drunk 
themfelves  dead  with  brandy  and .  wines,  and  manj  were  poiibned  bjf 
having  miftaken  caflcs  of  vitriolic  compofition,  uftd  by  Reveillon  in 
his  bufmefs,  for  common  fpirits,  and  drunk  them  with  the  fiins 
avidity.     The  fad  ion  who  had  excited  this  riot,  endeavoured,  accord* 
ing  to  their  cuftom,  to  throw  the  blame  on  the  court  |  aod  their  ac» 

couat 


afterwards  Henriot^,  but  they  being  both  inde- 
pendent in  their  circumftances,  refifted  his  advances. 


count  has  been  copied  by  many  hiftorians.  They  fay  that  the  court 
did  it  to  be  julHfied  in  drawing  ib  great  a  body  of  troops  round  the 
capital  as  would  overawe  the  proceedings  of  the  Itates-generaL 
This  account  is  improbable  for  the  following  reafor.s !  ift.  The 
popular  Necker  was  minifter  at  the  tiinej  and  the  fums  known  and 
acknowledged  by  the  democratic  writers  to  have  been  fiiftributed  to 
influence  the  mob,  could  nut  have  ilTued  from  the  beggared  tieafury 
without  his  knowledge,  id.  The  court  never  knew  the  art  of  em- 
ploying a  mob  on  any  occafion  ;  they  had  a  horror  of  a  meeting  of 
the  populace,  and  had  no  notion  at  that  time  of  giving  any  detailed 
reafons  for  the  manner  in  which  hismajefty  chofe  to  employ  his  troops; 
nor  could 'they,  after  the  burning  in  efHgyof  theex*mintner  Defirienne; 
the  daily  meetings  at  the  falais  royal,  the  known  relaxation, of  the 
police,  and  tumultuous  ftate  of  the  city  in  general,  need  a  ipecific  aA 
to  juilily  fuch  a  meafure.  3d,  Three  perfons  were  taken  up  as  ring- 
leaders, two  of  whom  were  executed  j  the  third,  a  woman,  pleaded 
her  belly ;  none  of  thefe  applied  for  a  pardon,  or  made  any  difcovery 
tending  to  criminate  any  perfon  belonging  to  the  court.  4th,  In  all 
the  fubfequent  dillrefles  and  difjgraces  of  the  royal  family  and  their 
adherents,  when  the  moft  frivolous  reports  were  coUedled  with  tht 
moft  culpable  afTiduity,  no  perfon  was  found  hardy  enough,  though 
fureofeafy  credit  and  ample  reward,^  to  involve  any  of  them  in  fuch 
an  accufation,  otherwife  than  had  been  done  by  venal  orators,  and  in 
lying  journals.  An  attempt  was  made  to  impute  this  tranfaf^ion  to 
the  comte  d''Artois,  through  an  abb6  le  Koy,  a  reputed  dependent 
of  his,  againft  whom  Rcveillon  had  a  fuit  depending.  This  abbe» 
both  before  and  after  the  tranfa^Uon,  was  fo  involved  in  poverty  and 
diftrefs,  that  though,  after  the  improbable  report  was  circulated  of  big 
being  the  promoter  of  the  riot,  and  diltributor  of  the  money,  he  pre* 
fenttd  himfelf  to  await  the  liroke  of  juitice,  his  former  profecutor 
declined  all  proceeding  againft  him,  and  even  waved  that  he  had 
already  engaged  in,  on  account  of  his  ab)e£l  mifery,  which  extended 
even  to  a  want  of  the  moft  common  neceflaries;  a  fituation  hardly  to 
be  fallen  into  fo  foon  by  a  man  empioyed  to  fublldize  the  rabble  of 
one  of  the  fuburbs  of  Paris.  It  could  not  be  the  fpontaneous  move* 
ment  of  the  populace^  becaufe  the  fa£l  of  money  having  been  diftri- 
buted,  is  inconteftibiy  proved  by  the  averments  of  writers  on  both  the 
ruyalifi  and  republican  iides  ',  but  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  il; 
was  a  premeditated  effort  of  the  Orleans^  party  to  intimidate  the  court* 
to  give  audacity  to  their  faction  in  the  flates-general,  and,  by  the  ruin 
of  Keveillou  and  Henriot,  who  had  refufed  to  combine  with  them,  to 
increafe  the  influence  of  their  vile  all'ociate,  Santerre,  Reveillon  was» 
for  a  fhort  time,  a  voluntary  prifoner  in  the  fiafiille,  confidering  that 
as  the  pnly  fhelter  from  the  malice  and  inveteracy  of  his  puriuers. 

P  Henriot  was  a  faltpetrt-manufafturer  in  the/i«*3tf«r^  St,  An- 
toine.  His  houfe  was  plundered  and  deltroyed  at  the  lame  time  with 
Reveillon's.  He  had  the  prudence  not  to  expofe  himfelf  to  further 
vengeance  by  making  any  complaint  i  and  his  lofs  being  inconfivier- 
^hie  m  comparifon  with  that  of  Keveillon,  has  been  licldum  mentioned 
in  hiftory. 

and 


and  were  inftantly  devoted  to  deftrufiion.  t^ot  fd 
Santerre,  a  brewer  of  the  fauxbourg  St.  Antome^ 
where  the  other  two  alfo  refided*  He,  diftreffed 
in  his  finances,  proud  of  notice,  and  anxious  to 
diftinguifli  himfelf,  accepted  the  commiffion,  and 
trained  the  rabble  of  the  fuburbs  to  an  implicit 
obedience.  He  was  immediately  received  into  the 
warm  patronage  and  intimacy  of  his  employer,  his 
debts  were  paid,  and  he  became  a  profpcrous  and 
rich  man**.  A  committee,  amongft  whom  were 
Mirabeau,  Sillery,  Syeyes,  Laclos,  and  Latouche 
Treville,  were  indefatigable  in  promoting  the  views 
of  Orleans  both  by  inftruftions  and  writings.  Thofe 
which  related  to  the  meafures  to  b6  adopted  on  th^ 
convocation  of  the  ftates-general, contained manyplana 
which  have  fince  been  executed,  and  were  printed 
and  diftributed  with  great  profufion.  The  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  duke's  baiUiages  recommended  a  par- 
ticular and  marked  attention  to  the  tiers  etat^.  He 
had  befides,  a  difciplined  and  vociferous  band  of 
coffee-houfe  and.  garden  orators,  amongft  whom 
were  Grammont,  Camille  Defmoulins,  St.  Huruge, 
and  Fournier.  They  were  conftantly  and  inde- 
fatigably  laborious  in  their  vocation  of  exalting 
him,  and  degrading  the  reft  of  the  royal  family. 
He  had  likewife  fucceeded  in  feducing  many  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  army  in  the  provinces,  and 
amongft  thofe  reckoned  moft  in  his  interefts  were 
generals  Dumouriez,  Valence,  and  Biron.  He 
had  becjn  fo  fuccefsful  in  his  exertions,  that  feveral 
months  before  the  meeting  of  the  flates-general, 
the  corruption  of  the  army  might  be  deemed  com- 
plete '.  He  had  even  arranged  a  private  mode  of 
conveying  inftruftions  to  his  band  of  fuburb  mu- 
tineers without  oral  or  written  communication,  by 
means  of  the  fountains  at  the  palais  royal.     To 

^  Moore^t  Journal,  vol.i.  p.  t$%, 

»  See  Anecdotes  da  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  loS. 
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augment  ftill  more  his  popularity^  he  performed 
feveral  afts  of  felf-denial,  and  made  fomfe  facrifices 
at  that  time  peculiar.  He  releafed  his  feignorial 
rights  in  many  of  his  bailliages^  and  invefted  his 
tenants  with  the  liberty  of  purfuing  game  on  their 
own  lands ;  he  founded  hofpitals  and  fchools  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  his  friends  the 
joumalifts  trumpeted  forth  his  liberality  with  ex- 
aggerations; Amongft  others  he  gave  at  Orleans, 
in  honour  oi  Jeanne  d^  Arc^  the  patronefs  of  the  city, 
the  fum  of  fifteen  hundred  livres  {6^L  12s.  6d.\  to 
be  delivered  annually  to  fome  young  maiden  by  the 
cures ^  as  a  marriage  portion,  in  reward  of  virtuous 
conduft  and  exemplary  modefty  \ 

Thefe  afts,  many  of  which  were  really  brilliant  His  mat 
and  meritorious  in  themfeives,  though  petformed  F^P***""/* 
from  finifter  motives,  raifed  the  popular  predileftioii 
to  a  pitch  of  unexampled  enthufiafm.     When  he 
appeared  in  the   theatre,   dramatic  reprefentations 
were  fufpended  by  the  clamorous  plaudits  of  the 
audience  5  when   he  vifited  the   public  walks,  the 
throng   about    him  was  prodigious,  evety  tongue 
•ejaculated   applaufes   and  bleflings  on  him^   many 
perfons  incurred  the  danger  of  their  lives  to  obtain 
the  gratification  of  touching  him    or   kiffiiig  his 
garments.     Pity  that  fuch  a  difplay  of  public  fen- 
fibility  (hould  have  been  the  meed  of  intrigue  and 
diflimulation  ;   pity  that  it  could  not  foften  a  vicious 
heart,  or  bend  an  inflexible  difpofition  to  a  fincere 
affumption  of  thofe  virtues  by  which  alone  it  can  be  ^ 
truly  merited. 

The  eftates  poflefled  by  Orleans,  fcattered  in  fo    M^iy. 
many  provinces,  gave  him  great  means  of  influence  ^^!!*^"^^ 
in  the  return  of  members  to  the  ftates-general,  and  general, 
this  was  much  increafed  by  the  exertions  of  the 
lodges  of   mafons ".     He    was    returned  by  two 

^  Mifs  Williams's  Letters  in  1790. 
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placesi  but  preferred  fitting  for  Wliers  Cotteret, 
meaning  perhaps  to  perpetuate  the  memory,  and 
excite  refentment  for  his  baniihment.  His  influence 
with  the  eledors  of  Paris  was  irrefiftible,  and  procured 
a  return  of  perfons  entirely  devoted  to  him  in  the 
three  orders.  At  the  meeting  of  the  (tates-general, 
he  obferved  an  oftentatious  numility.  He  did  not 
walk  in  proceffion  with  the  princes  of  the  blood, 
but  with  the  deputies  from  the  bailliage  for  which 
he  was  returned  \  At  the  entry  of  the  hall  of 
.aflembly,  one  of  his  brother  deputies,  a  cure^  offered 
him  the  pas^  which  he  declined,  alleging  that  the 
precedence  of  clergy  to  nobility  ought  to  be  in- 
variably maintained.  The  ^  mob  behaved  with 
marked  difrepeft  to  other  princes  of  the  blood,  but 
received  him  with  their  wonted  acclamations,  and 
the  aflembly  itfelf  hailed  him  with  applaufe.  The 
king  expreffed  furprife  when  he  faw  the  duke  fitting 
at  a  diilance  from  all  the  princes,  and  fpoke  to 
Orleans  on  the  fubjcft,  who  anfwered,  that  he 
could  rank  with  his  coufins  any  day,  but  on  that 
day  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fit  with  his  co-deputies, 
and  refumed  his  feat. 
Difpietf. .  This  marked  fecefEon  from  the  court  could  not 
ro^aiVa*.*'  but  e^tcite  indignation  ;  the  whole  royal  family  ex- 
miiy,  '  prefled  their  difapprobation  of  his  conduft,  and  the 
count  d^Artois  caufed  the  Swifs  guard  which  ufed 
to  mount  at  the  palaU  royal  to  be  taken  away. 
This  meafure,  though  it  did  not  injure  him  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  inflamed  his  defire  of  ven- 
geance. His  refentment  had  alfo,  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  ftates-general,  received  additional  force 
Frojca  of  from  a  new  motive^  A  marriage  bad  been  in 
mariwge.  agitation  between  his  daughter  and  the  eldeftfon 
of  the  comte  d'Artois.  Had  this  marriage  taken 
place,  it  might  have  prevented  moft  of  the  tragical 
events  of  the  revolution.    The  Idng  had  but  two 

>  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  toK  vi.  p.  131  • 
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fons,  tbe  cldeft  was  dyingj  and  the  othelp  Was  noft 
cdnfidered  a  healthy  child.  The  comte  de  Pro- 
vence (now  Louis  XVIIL)  had  no  children.  Thfe 
comte  d* Artois  and  his  fons  flood  riext  in  fudceffioit, 
and  whoever  married  his  eldeft  fon^  was  then  fup- 
pofed  to  have  a  fair  profpeft  of  becoming  queen. 
It  is  credibly  reported  the  queen  broke  off  this  Fruftrated, 
match,  with  the  intention  of  giving  the  princefs 
royal  to  the  fon  of  the  comte  d'Artois,  and  thus  en- 
furing  a  crown  to  her  daughter  by  marriage,  which 
the  Salic  law  forbad  her  to  claim  by  inheritance  ^. 

In  the  tiers  etat,  the  adherents  of  Orleans  were  Conduam 
the  moft  violent  in  oppofition  to  the  court,  and  moft  |^«aff«n»- 
clamorous  for  the  union   of   the  three  orders,  a     ^' 
meafure  which  was  known  to   be  highly  agreeable 
to  his  views.     Two  days  after  the  celebrated  fcene  aid  June, 
in  the  tennis-court,  Orleans  dined  with    duke  de 
Liancourt,  he  wore  the  fmile  of  fatisfadlion  while 
topics  were  under  difcuffion  which  were  extremely 
embarraffing  to  the  court,  and  diftinguiflied  himfelf  x 
by  a  flippancy   of  converfation,   and  a   continual 
titter  *.     Seeing,  by  the  jundtion  of  the  clergy  with     45th. 
the  tiers  etaty  that  the  nobility  muft  finally  be  de- 
feated, he  made  hafle  to  acquire  the  earlieft  tribute 
of  popularity,  by  prefenting  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
forty-feven  Other  feceders  from  their  own  clafs,  to 
join  with  the  commons  *.     To  prepare  the  way  for 
this  juriftion,  a  mob  had  been  hired  by  the  duke 
and  his  partifans,    who  ran   about  the  flreets   of 
Verfailles,  threatening,  infulting,  breaking  the  win- 
dows, and  perfoiiially  aflfaulting  thofe  of  the  clergy 
and  nobility  who  were  flrenuous  for  preferving  the 
diftinftion   of  orders  •*.      At  length,   the  nobility,     a7th. 
fenfiblfe  of  the  impoffibility  of  effeftual  refiftance, 
and  yielding  to  the  exprefs  commands  of  the  king, 

f  Hiftorical   Sketch  of  the  French  Revolution,  p.  7S.     BouU14*« 
Memoirs,  p.  3*3.  n. 
*  Arthur  Young's  TravcU,  p.  117,  •  Hiftoiies. 
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reludantly  joined  the  inferior  order.     Orleans  coii^ 
fidered  this  as  a  real  triumph.     Paris  was  illu- 
minated, and  fire-works  diftributed  in  every  ftreet. 
Shops  were  opened  where   as   many  fquibs  and 
ferpents  were  fold  for  twelve  fous-  (fixpence),  as 
would  at  other  times  have  coft  five  livres  (4/.  4id,) 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  duke  paid  the 
difference  ""k    The  clergy  before  their  junSion  had 
propofed  the  formation  of  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  caufes  of  the  fcarcity  of  corn,  and  fug- 
ged meafures   for   the  relief  of  the  poor.     This 
propofal,  had  it  been  faithfully  executed,  muft  have 
developed  the  intrigues  of  Orleans,  but  when  it  was 
renewed,  he  had  the  addrefs  to  get  a  committee 
appointed,  chiefly  compofed  of  individuals  devoted 
to  his  interefts,  among  whom  there  was  not  a  fuigle 
jd  July,    member  of  the  clergy.     Orleans  was  eleded  prdi- 
dent,  an  office  which  he  declined,  but  his  having 
been,  at  fo  early  a  period,  eleded  to  it,  demonftrates 
his  great  influence. 
Extrtiont       Meanwhile  the  duke's  agents  in  Paris  were  no 
in  Parif.     lefs  ftrenuous  in  their  exertions  than  his  friends  in 
the  affembly.     Libels  more  atrocious  than  ever  were 
UTued  agaimt  all  the  royal  family.     The  orators  in 
the  gardens  and  coffee-houfes  were  conftantly  bufy, 
and  even  devoted  to  deftruftion  certain  perfons  by 
name  as  the  enemies  of  the  people.     Amongft  thefe 
were  the  count  d'Artois,  the  prince  of  Conde,  the 
prince  of  Conti,  and  feveral  others ;  the  lift  in- 
creafed  daily,  and  was  known  to  all  Parish    A 
regular  plan  of  infurreftion  was  afterwards  digefted, 
the  objefl:  of  which  was  to  obtain  for  Orleans,  the 
appointment  of  lieutenant-general,  or  regent  of  the 
kingdom,  and  to  fecure  him  in  that  fituation  by 
the  deftrudion  of  all  who  were  fuppofed  adver- 

«  Arthur  Young*i  X«^vel»,  p.  iftj. 
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ferious  to  him.  To  accelerate  the  crifis,  thefcarcity 
of  bread  became  daily  more  diftrefSng,  and  the 
mob  were  exercifed,  frpm  time  to  time,  in  predatory 
and  riotous  exploits. 

To  repel  thefe  efforts,  the  king  was  induced  to  Efforts  to 
order  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  under  marfhal  ^^^^^^  ^« 
Broglio  to    affemble  round  the  capital,    but   the  *'^™^' 
precaution    was    adopted  too   late  j    Orleans  had 
already   been  fuccefsful  in  feducing  moft   of  the 
foldiery    from    their    allegiance.      His    party   en-. 
couraged  them  in  afts  of  infubordination,  refcued 
them  when  imprifoned,  and  even  made  a  party  in 
their  behalf  in  the  national  affembly  v.     The  gardes 
Franfoi/es  were  laft  feduced ;  they  were  affailed  by 
every  engine   in   the  power  of  the   duke  and  his   , 
agents.     One  of  their  officers,   Validi,  was    bafe 
enough  to  teach  them  the  duty  of  non-fubmiffipn. 
In  fine,  money,  treats,  favours,  the  careffes  of  th^  , 
proftitutes  who  lived  in  the  palais  royal,  aided  by 
the  blandiihments  pf  wpmeii  more  elevate^  in  life, 
and  the  harangues  they  daily  heard^   (hook  their 
Ipyality  fo  much,  that  they  added  to  their  oath,  to 
defend  the  king  againft  all  his  enemies,  another, 
that  they  would  not  oppofe  Frenchmen  ^      This  in- 
feftion  extended  all  over  the  provinces,  and  reached 
even  to  fome  of  the  gardes  du  corps.     Every  thing 
announced  the  immediate  apprpach  of  foiiie  dreadful 
explofion ;  the  plan?  of  the  confpiratprs   were  ar- 
ranged, the  troops  under  Broglio  partook  of  the 
general   difaffeftiop,   the  coffecrhoufe  orators    had 
made  up  their  lift  pf  viflims,  and  the  day  of  their 
execution  was  fixed  for  the  1 3th  of  July  ;    accident 
produced  the  explofion  two  days  earlier  with  lefs. 
^ffeft,  and  an  omiffion  of  many  parts  of  the  fcheme, 

freyioufly,  hovi^ever,  to  its  ?irrival,  to  make  fure     loth. 
of  the  military  J  a  graqd  public  (iinner  was  given,  ^^*/**^ 

*  See  Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p.  «86. 
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The  foldiers  had  been  ordered  to  keep   in  their 
barracks,  but  to  a  man  dilobeyed  the  command» 
They  were  feafted  till  night,  when  ferjeants  were 
fent  to  require  their  return.     The  ferjeants,  unable 
to  refift  the  difplay  of  feftivity,  and  the  intreaties  of 
their  comrades  and  the  courtefans,  fat  down  v^ith 
them,  and  encouraged  the  defeftion  from  difcipline, 
Hand-bills  were  thruft   under    the    dpors   of    the 
Bourgeoi/i^^  inviting  them  to  affemble  and  arm  them* 
felves,  and  not  truft  their  defence  to  mercenarieSt 
The  duke  of  Orleans  was  named  in  the  gardens  of 
the  palais  royal,  as  a  proper  perfon  to  be  exalted 
to  the  regency  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  whole  city 
difplayed  a  general  and  furprifmg  fermentation, 
nth.         This  agitation  was  greatly  increafed  by  a  report 
NcckTr's"  induflrioufly  fpread,  that  there  would  not  be  bread 
diffpiffion.  in  Paris  for  another  day's  confumption,  that  Necker 
was  difmiffed  and  banifhed,  the  life  of  Orleans  in 
(ianger,  the  memberis  of  the  aflfembly  doomed  to 
death,  and  the  capital  devoted   to  pillage  and  de- 
ftruftion.     An  immenfe  mob  ardfe,  but,  at  firft, 
deftitute   of  a   leader,  contented  'themfelves   with 
fpme  flight  outrages, 
tath.         The  next   day   ^n  innumerable  party  from  the 
eUht^oh.p^l^i^  royal,  inftigated  by  Camille  Defmoulins  and 
the    other    orators,    collefting    ftrength    in  their 
♦   paflage  through  the  city,  went  with  lighted  torches, 
to   fet  fire  to  the  barriers.     The   only  pppofition 
they  found  was  from  the  prince  de  Lambefe,  who, 
at  the  head  of  a  german  regiment,  exerted  himfelf 
to  prevent  the  incendiaries  from  accomplifhing  their 
purpofes,  and  for  a  time  fucceeded.     The  people, 
though  joined  by  the  gardes  Frangoifes,  for  want  of 
a  leader,  attempted  nothing  decifive.     They  wan- 
dered  here  and  there  in '  a   flate  of  agitation  and 
irrefolution.     Where  then  was    Orleans?  Had  he 
poflTeffed  that  courage  and  prefence  of  mind,  with- 
out which  no  man  Ihould  prefume  ta  afl:  a  con- 
fpicuous  part  in  confpiracies,  that  day  migbt  Jia^e 
:-  placed 


placol  the  crown  on  his  brow.  His  feeble  r 
was  incapable  af  fuftaining  the  tumult  excited 
his  own  intrigues ;  frightened  at  the  explc 
of  his  own  artillery,  he  remained  hovering 
tween  Verfailles  and  Paris,  terror-ftruck,  and 
capable  of  encouraging  or  heading  in  perfon 
infurreftion  which  promifed  him  all  he  defi 
and  which  could  not  be  effeftually  oppofed  ;  ye 
could  not  difcover  that  his  want  of  courage  n 
in  every  important  crifis,  prevent  his  fuccefs. 

Tired  at  length  of  waiting  in  vain  for  a  \h 

chief,  the  populace  were  fupplied  with  the  fembhi 

of  thofe  they  defired.     Two  wax  bufts  of  Orlc 

and  Nccker  were  procured,  and  carried  about 

ftreets.     One,  Necker,  being   in   the  Hands  ci 

perfon  of  genteel  appearance,  the  other  of  a  hav. 

named  Pepin,  the  mob   all  the  while  vociferati 

*^  Hats  off !  Necker  for  ever  !  Orleans  for  eve 

In.  the  courfe  of  their  progrefs,  a  perfon  handfor: 

dreffed,  with  a  fword  by  his  fide,  took  the  bufi 

the  duke  from  Pepin,  and   refpqdfully  infifted 

carrying  it  himfelf.     The  bufts  were  then  cov : 

with  crape,  and  paraded  round  the  Boulevard^ 

palais  royalj  to  the  Place  de  Louis  XV.  and  tc 

Tuilleries.      Here  the  proceflion  was  met  by  a  | 

of  the  regiment  of  the  prince  de  Lambefe.      Ai  i 

concievable  tumult  enfued  ;  the  young  gentle 

who  carried  the  buft  of  the  duke,  threw  it  d: 

^nd  made  his  efcape ;  the  hawker,  who  was 

at  his  fide,  immediately  took   it  up,  the  riot 

creafed,  ftpnes  were  thrown  at  the  foldiery,  anc 

^ob,  confident   in    the  affiftance    of   the  g^> 

Pranfoifes^  feemed  refolved  to  commence  an  ati ; 

The  prince  de  Lambefe's  troop  were  commai 

to  advance,  and  deftroy  the  bufts,  which  appe  i 

the  ftandar4s  of  infurreftion.     In  executing   1 1 

^ders,  they   wounded  Pepin  dangeroufly.     S : 

ftots  were  fired  by  both  parties,  and  the  Ger : 

regiment  finally  obliged  tp  mreat.    The  ha^ ' 
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of  every  dcfcription  were  plundered  and  fubjefted 
to  the  moft  barbarous  indignities ;    while,   in  the 
'  capital,  the  prefles  of  the  falais  royal  not  only  de- 

fended  thefe  proceedings,  but  encouraged  them  by 
the  daily  emiflion  of  atrocrous  libels  on  all  perfons 
of  worth  and  rank  in  the  kingdom  ;  while  the  king' 
was  abufed  without  difguife,  and  the  moft  infamous 
falfehoods  were  fabricated  refpefting  the  queen. 
Proceed-        Though  the  party  of  Orleans  in  the  afferably  had 
ings  in  the  loft  Jn  a  gre^it  meafure  their  confidence  in  him,  and 
^*    frequently  urged  meafures  of  th^  utmoft  importance 
without  confulting  him,  yet,  on  the  whole,  his  in- 
terefts  were  ftill  prevalent  there,  and  generally  at- 
^b  Aug,    tended  to.     Thus,  though,  firom  the  immenfity  of 
his  pofleflions,  the  decree  for  the  abolition  of  privi? 
leges  was  injurious  to  him  in  one  fenfe,  it  did  little 
mifchief,  compared  with  that  which  it  occafioned  tq 
the  reft  of  the  nobility.     He  could  better  afford  the 
lofs  of  fome  privileges,  and  had  anticipated  t^iat  of 
others  by  voluntary  renunciations,  yet  the  ftep  wa$ 
taken  without  his  knowledge,  and   mcit  with  his 
hearty  difapprobation.     In  the  debates  on  the  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  crown,  and  the  regency  in  cafe  of  9 
minority,  as  well  as  on  the  (hare  of  power  to  be 
allowed  to  the  king  in  the  exercife  of  his  veto^  his 
intereft  was  always  obvioufly  confidered.     To  the 
exertions  of  his  party  are  alfo  attributed  many  of 
the  fevereft  decrees  againft  the  clergy  ", 
Prcpara-         The  fuccefs  of  the  Orleans  fadion  in  exciting 
tions  for  a  tumults  in  July,  the  defire  of  confirming  and  ex- 
ifc^on."''  tending  their  afcendancy,  and  the  hope  that  more 
favourable  circumftances  might  refult  from  a  new 
infurreftion,  infpired  them  with  a  projed,  in  which 
all  the  benefits  would  not  accrue  to  their  daftardly 
patron,  and  which  no  irrefolution  br  want  of  energy 
in  him  could  totally  defeat.     Orleans,  on  due  con- 
fideration,  might  have  been  convinced  that  he  was 
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not  calculated  to  aflame  the  diredion^  and  reap  the 
fruits  of  a  public  commotion ;  but  in  his  mind  re- 
venge was  fuperior  to  ambition.  He  had  eflfeftual 
experience  that^  if  he  was  not  exalted^  the  king  and 
queen,  whom  he  hated  with  the  mod  rancorous  ma- 
lignity, were  degraded  by  his  exertions,  and  he  re- 
folved  to  perfevere.  The  emigration  of  the  count 
d'Artois  and  his  family,  the  afcendancy  of  the  Or- 
leans' faftion  in  the  affembly,  the  death  of  the  king's 
eldeft  fon,  and  frequent  affurances  that  the  furviving 
child  and  Monfieur  could  eafily  be  prevented  from 
impeding  his  fchemes  of  advancement,  afted  as  frefli 
ftimiilants,  and  a  more  defperate  attempt  was  agreed 
on.  Frequent  private  meetings  of  the  duke's  con- 
fidential agents  were  held  at  his  country-feat  at 
Mouffeau,  where  the  fcheme  was  formed " ;  and 
the  confidence  and  imprudence  of  the  fadion  were 
fo  great,  that  they  publicly  announced  that  the  duke 
would  foon  be  lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom  \ 
The  duke's  agents  in  Paris,  kept  in  exercife  by  fre- 
quent acks  of  cruelty  and  violence,  were  prepared  to 
execute  any  projeft  which  fhould  be  direfted.  The 
fcarcity  of  bread  was  fevere  to  extremity,  though 
the  harveft  was  juft  got  in,  and  the  confpirators  did 
not  fcruple  to  affert  that  the  calamity  originated  in 
the  court  alone.  To  give  a  fpring,  and  furnifli  a 
plaufible  pretence  for  the  projefted  infurreftion^ 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  king's  delay  to  fandlion 
fome  decrees  relative  to  the  new  conftitution ;  and 
a  report  replete  with  calumny  and  falfehood  was 
raifed,  refpeding  a  treat  given  by  the  gardes  du 
corps  to  the  regiment  de  Flandres^  on  their  arrival 
at  Ver failles.  The  following  appears  to  be  a  corrett 
reprelentation  of  this  tranfaclion. 

It  was  an  eflabliflied  point  of  military  etiquette,   iftoa- 
when  a  new  regiment  arrived  where  another  was  f ^**?s^^** 

gdi  del  dia 
^  Moore*s  View,  vol,  ii.  p,  59,  corpi* 
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already  ftationed,  for  the  feniors  to  welcome  thd 
new  comers  by  a  military  dinner.  The  national 
-  guard  of  Verfailles  gave  theirs  without  exciting  the 
flighted  obfervation.  The  fame  aft  of  politenefs 
was  performed  by  the  gardes  du  corps  in  the  hall  of 
the  opera,  A  table  in  the  form  of  a  horfe-fhoe  was 
fpread  for  the  company,  amongft  whom  was  the 
count  d*Eftaing,  commandant  of  the  national  guard, 
and  twenty  officers  of  that  corps.  The  fcene  repre- 
fented  a  wood,  the  orcheftra  was  filled  with  the  re- 
gimental bands  of  mufic,  who  played  the  airs  of  fe- 
veral  favourite  operas.  At  the  end  of  the  firft 
courfe,  the  healths  of  the  king,  queen,  and  dauphin 
were  given,  and  drunk  with  the  greateft  unanimity. 
The  trumpets  founded  a  flourifh,  and  'uive  le  roi 
refounded  from  every  part.  The  band  played  the  fa- 
vourite air  of  0  Richard^  6  mon  roi !  from.the  opera 
of  C(zur  de  Hon.  The  foldiers,  who  were  placed  in 
the  pit,  jumped  on  the  ftage,^a(ked  for  wine  and 
glaffes,  drank  the  healths,  and  redoubled  their  ap- 
plaufes.  Towards  the  end  of  the  fecond  courfe,  the 
king,  queen,  dauphin,  princefs  royal,  princefs  Eli- 
zabeth, and  feveral  ladies  of  the  court  entered  the 
hall,  and  appeared  to  enjoy  with  fatisfaftion  the  high 
fpirits  of  the  company.  Their  prefence  renewed 
their  demonftrations  of  loyalty,  the  health  of  the 
royal  party  was  drunk,  and  wifhes  for  their  welfare 
repeated  with  enthufiafm.  The  retreat  of  the  royal 
fpeftators  broke  up  the  meeting,  for  every  one 
preffed  to  be  near  them  till  the  laft  moment.  The 
muficians  followed,  and  when  they  arrived  in  the 
marble  court,  played  fome  lively  tunes.  The  fol- 
diers, with  the  charafteriftic  gaiety  of  the  nation, 
began  dancing ;  no  one  thought  of  refuming  his 
^at  at  table ;  an  undiftinguiftied  mixture  of  troops 
of  the  line  and  national  guards  took  place,  and  the 
hilarity  was  unbounded.  The  royal  family  again 
prefented  themfelves  at  the  windows  to  fee  the 
happy  multitude:  the  foldiers,  to  amufe  their  royal 
- 15  fpeftators, 


fpeflators,  made  a  fort  of  mock  attack  on  the  palace, 
climbing  up  the  colonades  and  fcaling  the  balcony. 
This  a£t  of  levity  being  performed,  they  refumed 
their  dance,  and  at  an  early  hour  feparated  peaceably. 
Their  rifing  from  table  fo  early  occafioned  four  hun- 
dred  bottles  of  wine  to  be  left,  which  they  agreed 
to  driiik  out  the  next  day  but  one,  at  a  military 
breakfaft,  confifting  of  cold  pies,  hams,  and  cold 
joints  ferved  on  a  table  in  the  riding-houfe.  No  jdoa. 
one  fat  down,  but  each  helped  himfelf  as  he  pleaf- 
ed.  The  breakfaft  was  replete  with  gaiety ;  loyal 
and  patriotic  toafts  were  given ;  the  royal  family, 
the  national  affembly,  and  the  national  guards,  were 
complimented  with  this  notice  in  turn.  Some  of 
the  party  drank  too  .much,  and  broke  the  bottles 
and  glafles,  but  nothing  like  a  riot  took  place.  ^ 
The  fame  day  the,  officers  gave  a  dinner  to  twenty 
foldiers  who  could  not  find  room  at  the  firft ;  and 
clubbed  two  thoufand  crowns,  which  they  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  curh  of  Verfailles,  to  diftribute  in 
bread  to  fuch  of  the  poor  as  could  produce  proper 
certificates: 

This  was  the  whole  of  that  tranfaftion  which  Caiumnie* 
afforded  a  pretext  for  the  moft  horrible  enormities,  and  mtfre. 
and  afterwards    formed   an    article   of    accufation  alioa*/ 
againft   the  king,   queen,  and  princefs   Elizabeth. 
It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  it  did  not  coft  the  ofiicers 
fo  much  as  three  half-crowns  a-head ;  yet  thefe  mo- 
derate enjoyments  were  afterwards  by  a"  cant  name 
denominated  orgies.      The  moft  malicious   calum- 
nies were  circulated,  that  the  national  affembly  had 
been  curfed,  that  counter-revolutionary  oaths  had 
been  adminiftered,  the  national  cockade  trampled 
under  foot,  and  the  black  one  (that  of  the  emi- 
grants) fubftituted  **.     It  was  every  where  affeftedly 

obferved, 

P  The  preceding  accounts  of  the  feaft  are  taken  from  Montjoye^  and 
?re  confirmed  by  the  royalift  journals  and  news- papers.  The  con- 
trary ftatements  fecm  to  have  becA  fabricated  principaiJy  by  Lccointre 

of 


obfefved^  that  the  profufion  of  the  treat  formed  a 
firiking  contraft  with  the  mifery  of  the  Parifians, 
whom  the  intrigues  of  the  court  deprived  of  bread. 
It  was  pretended^  that  the  intention  of  bringing  a 
regiment  of  troops  of  the  line  to  Verfailles,  was  to 
overawe  the  national  aflembly,  and  carry  oflf  the 
royal  family  to  Metz. 
4tli  oa.  When  the  plan  of  the  confpirators  was  tfioroughly 
tion?f^    prepared,  it  was  announced  in  the  fialais  n 
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tomuic.  the  evening,  that  there  would  be  no  bread  in  the 
capital  in  the  morning,  but  that  plenty  would  be 
found  at  St.  Cloud  \  and  it  was  fuggefted  as  a  mea- 
fure  of  propriety,  to  go  to  Verlailles,  and  brmg  the 
king  to  Paris  % 
5th,         At  day-break^  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  the  loweft 

^bi!^*  order  of  women  from  the  mod  infamous  parts  of 
the  city  and  fuburbs,  reinforced  by  a  great  number 
of  men  in  women's  clothes^   alTembledi   in  a  tu- 


of  Verfailles,  afterwards  deputy  to  the  national  contention.  This 
man,  however,  when  called  as  a  witnefs  on  the  trial  of  the  qneenj 
did  not  dcpofe  half  the  fa6ls  which  wei^e  currently  believed  at  the  time; 
and  there  is  every  reafon  to  cohfider  his  evidence  as  ontrue.  Two 
perfons  whom  he  al'.uded  to  hy  name,  as  having  been  prefent,  were 
called  as  wttnefles  (Percival  and  d*£ftaing),  Perciral  flatly  con- 
tradiAed  the  afleitionsof  Lecointre,  who,  in  his  explanation,  equivo- 
cated and  referred  to  heariay }  and  d*£ftaing  was  only  flig^tly  exa- 
mined. No  fuch  fa£ls  as  curfing  the  aflembly,  trampling  the  national 
cockade  under  foot,  or  alFnming  any  other  cockade,  vfras  advanced. 
(See  Proces  des  Bourbons,  vol.  iii.  p.  at.  64..  jx.  Jordan*s  Political 
State  of  £urope.  Vol.  v.  p  158.  171.  174.)  Kabaud  de  St.EtiennCt 
though  a  decided  revolutionift,  does  not,  in  his  biftory,  pretend  that 

.  thefe  imputed  enormities  were  tranfafled  in  fuch  a  manner  as  togivea 
charaAer  to  the  entertainment }  on  the  contrary,  he  allows  that  notning 
could  be  apparently  more  innocent.     He  recapitulates  the  principal 

^  aAs  with  which  calumny  branded  thefeaftj  but,  in  general,  he afcrii)Cf 
them  only  to  individuals,  and  does  not  reprefent  them  as  part  of  a 
confident  general  plan.  (See  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution,  p.  14') 
One  circumftance  tends  very  much  to  prove  that  the  ftatements  made 
by  the  king^s  enemies  were  falfe.  Thefe  pretended  orgies,  to  which 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Verfailles,  as  well  as  the  military,  were  witnetfeii 
took  place  on  the  firft  of  Oflober;  and  it  was  not  till  the  fifth,  when 
the  mob  were  in  full  march  from  PariS|  that  they  were  dpnnunf*^  <9 
the  aifembly  by  the  Orleanift  Petton. 
a  Apologie  dei  Projets,  &c.p.  91, 
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mukuous  manner.     They  forced  every  one  of  their 
own  fex  whom  they  happened  to  meet,  and  even 
fome  whom  they  prefled  into  the  fervice  from  (hops 
and  other  houfes,  to  join  them,  and  made  a  hideous 
proceffion  to  the  Hotel-de-vil/ey  clamoroufly  fcream- 
ing  for  bread  and  arms.     The  commune^  owing  to 
the  earlinefs  of  the  hour,  were  not  yet  affembled ; 
and  the  Hotel  being  but  feebly  guarded,  was  ealily 
forced  by  this  band.      They  defeated  a  party  of 
hbrfe  fent  to  oppofc  them,  by  fliowers  of  ftoncs,  ' 
and   took  pofleffion  of  the  hall ;    exclaiming  that 
BaiUy,  la  Fayette,  and  all  the  members  of  the  com^ 
mune^  were  fcoundrels,  and  fhould  be  hung  up'  a  la 
lanterney  a  cruelty  they  aftually  attempted  to  prac- 
tife  on  a  baker,  but  he  was  refcued  by  the  military. 
Some  of  them  forced  the  armoury,-  and  got  pof- 
feffion  of  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  eight  hundred 
muikets.      Thus  armed,  they  propofed  to  go  to 
Verfailles,  to  afk  the  king  for  bread,  and  to  make 
the  affembly  give  an  account  of  their  conduft.     A 
man  named  Maillard,  one  of  the  conquerors  of  the 
Baftille,  and  a  known  ruffian  in  the  fervice  of  Or- 
leans, inftrufted  on  this  occafion  for  the  purpofe, 
offered  to  conduft  the  party  to  Verfailles.     He  took 
a  drum  to  colleft  them,  and  appointed  the  Champs- 
Elyjees  for  a  general  rendezvous,  where  they  muf- 
tered  about  eight  thoufand,  armed  with  guns,  pif- 
tols,  broomfticks,   pitchforks,   pikes,  fcythes,  and 
etrery  other  weapon  of  annoyance  which  the  hurry 
of  the  occafion  permitted  them  to  provide.     Mail-  They  de- 
lard  encouraged  them  by  an  harangue,  and  they  fet  y^^flnus 
out  by  beat  of  drum,  efcorted  by  an  iminenfe  troop 
of  armed  men,  and  followed  by  a  party  of  the  na- 
tional guards. 

There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  this  violent  mob  Sanguln- 
did  not  know  exa^ly  how  they  were  to'  be  em- ^"^^^j*"^^"' 
ployed.     They   had   a  confufed  notion   that  they 
were  to  murder  the  queen,  but  were  ready  to  com- 
mit any  further  atrocity  which  might  be  fuggefted 
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to  them.  In  their  way  to  Verfailles,  they  abufed 
that  ill-fated  princefs  in  terms  outrageous  to  de- 
cency, and  threatened  hisr  in  a  manner  (hocking  to 
humanity.  They  hardly  aflfefted  fecrecy  in  ribeir 
determinations :  four  perfons  in  the  drefs  of  women 
flopped  to  drink  at  a  tavern  at  Seve,  one  was  heard 
to  fay,  "  I  cannot  refolve  to  kill  the  king,  it  is  con- 
*'  trary  to  juflice,  but  the  queen,  with  all  my 
•*  heart  :'*  to  which  another  anfwered,  •'  They 
*'  muft  all  lake  their  chance,  we  (hall  know  what 
**  we  have  to  do  when  we  get  there  '/* 
Proccfd-  The  duke's  partifans  in  the  national  aflembty) 
Iffembiy?*  Mirabeau  in  particular,  apprifed  of  the  intended  at- 
tack)  behaved  with  the  mod  indecorous  contumacy. 
In  the  midfl  of  a  tumultuous  debate,  the  avant* 
couriers  of  the  infurgents  arrived.  Information 
was  fent  to  the  king,  who  returned  inmiediately 
from  hunting ;  and  the  troops,  mofl  of  whom 
were  difaifeded  and  corrupted,  were  drawn  up  in 
the  court-yard'. 
Arrival  Thcfc   meafurcs  were  fcarcely  taken^  when  the 

haviour  of  ^^^  ^^^Y  ^^  ^^^  wouieu  from  Paris  arrived  in  two 
the  mob.  divifions  ;  one  by  the  dire^  road^  under  Maillard ; 
the  other  by  St.  Cloud.  The  former  went  imme- 
diately to  the  aflembly,  which  was  juft  about  to  rife, 
when  they  required  admiffion,  and  threatened  to 
force  the  doors.  The  prefident  confented  to  their 
introduftion  ;  Maillard  was  their  fpokefman.— 
**  This  morning  (he  faid)  there  was  no  bread  to 
•*  be  had  in  Paris  :  I  rang  the  tocfm,  was  arretted, 
*'  and  fhould  have  been  hanged  but  for  the  aflift- 
**  ance  of  thefe  ladies  who  accompany  me,  and  who 
*'  faved  my  life.  We  are  all  good  patriots,  come 
*«  to  Verfailles  to  afk  for  bread,  and  to  punifli  thofe 
"  gardes  du  corps  who  have  infulted  the  patriotic 
*'  cockade.     Thofe  who  dare  to  infult  that  cockade 

»  Moore's  View,  vol.  it.  p.  51, 

»  See  Memoirs  of  the  KfNG,  &c.  and  MiRABEAU }  andforolhcf 
intermediate  tranfa^ions  lee  la  Fayettb. 


**  ftall  be  ferved  thus — ^for  it  fhall   be  wor 

<<  every  body.**     In  concluding  thefe  wordi 

tore  to  pieces  a  black  cockade,   and  trampi 

under  foot.     This  adion  exciting  fome  mun 

^*  What  (he  exclaimed  in  the  genuine  cant  ol 

"  gar  ignorance)    are  we   not  all   brothers 

"  Yes,  (anfwered  Mounier,  the  prefident,)  all 

"kind  are  brothers ;  but  they  muft  not  teai 

"  another  to  pieces  for  wearing  cockades  of  a  w 

"  coloun** — ^^  The  ariftocrats  (refumed  Mail 

**  are  defirous  to  ftarve  us  ;  to-day  a  note  foi 

"  hundred  livres  (8A  15J.)  was  fent  to  a  m 

"  with  inftruftions  to  grind  no  more  corn,  s 

"  promife    of    the    fame    fum    weekly.**—" 

"  whom  ?**  exclaimed  the  royalifts.     Maillard, 

fome  hefitation,  replied,    •*  I  was  told  it  wa 

"  the  archbifliop  of  Paris.** — "  Hold  your,  tor 

**  impoftor,  (refumed  they,)  the  archbifliop  is  : 

"  pable  of  fuch  an  aftion.**     Maillard  being 

filenced,  his  tumultuous  attendants  began  with  f 

clamour  to  demand  an  immediate  fupply  of  b 

for  the  capital.     The  prefident  informed  them 

affembly  was  about  to  deliberate  on  the  mofl:  fp< 

means  of  obtaining  a  fupply,  and  that  they  m 

retire.     Far  from  taking  this  hint,  they  feated  tl 

felves  on  the  forms  with  the  members,  and  fhe 

their  favour  or  averfion  to  particular  fpeakers, 

manner  pecuUar  to  themfelves.     To  fome  they  1 

"  Speak  to  *em,  deputy  :**  to  others,  "  Hold  3 

*Mongue;**    in   a  peremptory  tone,  accompa 

^ith  the  groffeft  denominations.     In  fine,  it 

agreed  that  the  prefident,  accompanied  by  fijc 

pudes,  ihould  go  to  the  king,  and  reprefent 

ftate  of  affairs  ;  and  after  requefling  his  unquali 

acceptance  of  die  decrees  relative  to  the  conftitut 

prrfent  the  petition  of  the  Ririfian  women.     A 

obfervihg  thsit  they  did  not  want  laws,  but  hn 

the  Poiffarda  infifted  that  fix  of  their  number  flic 

&  a  accomp 


accompany  the  deputies ;  to  which  the  aflembly  was 
obliged  to  confent. 
Situation       At  the  gates  of  the  palace  all  was  confufion  and 
^^trdci  du  ^P^^*^'    ^^?   martial  order  of  the  guards  at  firft 
corps.       ftruck   terror  into  the  mob,  but  as  they  had  re^ 
ceived  orders  not  to  fire,  (an  order  which  they 
obeyed  with  a  perfevering  magnanimity  fuffident 
to  have  excited  the  admiration  and  refpeft  of  fa- 
vages,)  the  populace  lofing  their  fear  refumed  their 
petulance,  and  after  infulting  them  bv  every  means 
in  their  power,  endeavoured  to  breas  their  ranks. 
Some  attempted  to  frighten  or  enrage  their  horfes, 
fome  to  run  between  them ;  voUies  of  ftones,  and 
frequent    difcharges    of   mulkets    were    employed 
againft  this  unrefifting  body.    In  the  midft  of  this  ter- 
rible fcene  Mounier  arrived,  attended  with  his  femal? 
co-deputies,  who  were  now  augmented  to  twelve, 
one  having  hold  of  each  reprefentative  of  the  peo- 
ple by  each  arm.     The  guards  at  firft  refrifed  diem 
admittance,   but  when  Mounier  declared  himfelf, 
they  were  immediately  condufted  to  the  king.    The 
prefident  made  a  long  fpeech  on  the  diftrefles  of 
the  poor.     The  king  anfwered  with  that  pathetic 
eloquence  which  is  the  offspring  of  feeling  and  in- 
tegrity, in  terms  which  affefted  his  female  auditors 
even  to  fainting.     Separated  from  their  abandoned 
companions,    their  fenfes  no   longer  inflamed  by 
hideous  clamours,  or  inapplicable. reproaches,  they 
exerted  their  intellefts,  and  animated  with  joy,  ran 
out  at  the  end  of  the  audience,  exclaiming  "  God 
**  fave  the  king !  God  fave  our  good  king !  We 
*'  ffiall   have    bread  to-morrow !"     This  warmth 
was  foon  checked  by  the  mo^,  who  exclaimed  that 
thefe  women  had  been  bribed,  and  faid,    "  If  they 
'^  do  not  bring  us  an  lorder  imdef  the  king's  hand, 
•'  we  will  have  them  every  one  •  himg  up."    One 
of  them,  in  faft,  was  with  difficulty  refcued  from 
the  hands  of  the  aflaflins.    They  were  again  in- 
troduced 


troauced  to  the  lung,  who  gave  them  a  w 
paper,  which  fatisfied  thofe  without,  and  the  i 
of  ^'  God  fave  the  king !"  were  general. 
guards  fheathed  their  fwords,  and  tranquillity  fe 
to  be  reftored.  This  was,  however,  of  fhort 
tion,  the  guards  being  ordered  to  their  qua 
broke  up  thjat.  firm  pofition  which  had  kept 
aflailants  in  awe,  and  they  were  affaulted,  not 
by  the  mob,  but  by  the  national  guard  of 
iailles.  They  rigidly  adhered  to  the  orders  o 
firing,  and  were  alone  expofed  to  every  h 
effort,  the  regiment  de  Flandres  having  been 
rupted  by  the  agents  of  Orleans  ^ 

The  adlembly  having,  by  the  ill-timed  perl 
ance  of  the  deputation,  obtained  from  the  king  a; 
qualified  fan£tion  of  the  decrees  which  had  beer 
&ated,  adjourned,  but  were  foon  recalled  to 
fituation  by  the  arrival  of  la  Fayette  and  the  nat 

^  The<lifficu1ty  of  ftating  with  exa6lnefs  the  caufe  of  this  att: 

the  gardes  du  corps,  is  well  exprefled  by   the  author  of  an  Hit 

Sketch,  &c.  ^iee^i.  244).     He  fays,  "The  confufion  was  (o 

"  that  none.of  the jhii^oriaps  have  defcrihed  it  very  clearly. 

**  gardes  du  cerfs  are  accufc4  of  ^provoking  their  enemies-  by  fon 

••  adionSy  which  are  either  denied   or  jufti^ed  by  their  friend 

^  biay4>e  obfenrctfl,  onct  iot  all|  tint  the;. indfifereiic^  with. wU 

*'  patrioti  hgd  treated  the.tnvrdffscoiynuited  at  Paris,  had  con 

'*  the  real  or  fuppofed  ariftocrats  that  they  could  hope  for  no  prqt 

**  from  the  laws,  and  that^f^rce  alone  mu ft  repel  brista)  force. 

**  cannot  therefore  wonder  }f  they  are  fometimes  liable  to  the  ii 

"  "ktion  of  beginning  the  attack,  wh^n  they  once   heard  their 

**  threatened  by  the  mob.     But  in  this  particular  inlbnce  I  ( 

*«  find  any  fufficient  proof  that  the  .giiards  had  recourre  to  i 

<*  violence.     The  garde  natmale  of  Veri'aillea  was  rendered  ave 

*'  them,  and  partly  from  the  infmuations  of  Lecoinlre,  who  was 

**  the  firft' their    enemy   and  accuiier.      The  regiment  of  Fla 

**  had  been  gained  by  t))e  double  iedu^ion  of  women  and  m 

<*  The  king,  convinced  that  their  fmali  number  could  do  him  n 

**  fervice,  &nt  them  pofitive  orders  not  to  fire;  and  about  fix  o' 

**  ordered  the  greateft  part  cithern  to  leavethe  town,  whiift  fora 

<<  ftill  remained  to  guard  the  interior  part  of  the  palace.     Whetl 

^  their  retreat  they  fired  raftily  upon  fome  of  the  banditti  who  in 

«<  them,  or  whether  tbole  banditti  fired  pnrpofely  to  throw  on 

«<  the  odium,  feeros  uncertain  1    hut  the  garde  natkpaU  of  Veri 

«  took  the  pretence  to  fire  on  the  guards,  exclaiming  firft  that  fc 

**  their  men  were  wounded,  and  vengel^e  wai  denpunced  on  tl 

^  giffiCDt  {f9m  all  ^aittvt.*' 
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guard,  whofe  fanguinary  difpo(ition$  encoaraged  the 
mob  and  increafed  the  danger.     La  Fayette  having 
made  fuch  arrangements  with  the  royal  iatnily  as  he 
confidered  neceUary,  advifed  the  s^embly  to  ad- 
journ, which  they   did,  and  the  confpirators,  in 
various   difguifes,  mixed  with  the  mob  and  with 
the  foldiers,  whom  they  initigated  to  fre(h  a£te  of 
violence. 
Conduftof      It  is  not  neceffary  here  to  repeat  the  tranfeftions 
OriMi^a.    ^£  ^Yiis  dreadful  night,  and  of  the  enfuing  morning, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  the  queen's  life  was  immi- 
nently endangered,  her  defenders  butchered,  and 
'  the  king  and  his  family,  compelled  to  leave  their 

blood*{lained  palace,  were  dragged  by  their  perfe- 
cutors  to  refide,  or  rather  to  be  imprifoned,  in  the 
capital.  Every  drcumftance  tends  to  prove  that 
this  infurreflion  was  organifed  by  Orleans:  the 
ready  obedience  paid  to  Maillard,  a  felf-conftituted 
leader,  known  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  duke,  ihews 
that  many  fubordina^e  perfons  muft  have  been 
employed  to  influence  their  fubmiiEon,  and  marihal 
them  in  proper  order.  ^  The  depoiitions  at  the 
**  Chatelet  prove  in  the  moft  inconteftibl^  manner, 
^^  that  during  the  horrors  of  thefe  two  days  he  was 
**  repeatedly  feen,  and  that  whenever  he  was  re- 
•*  cognized  by  the  crowd,  he  was  huzzaed  with 
«<  Vive  Orleans !  Vive  noire  Roi  Orleans !  &c.  He 
**  then  withdrew,  and  was  feen  in  other  places. 
**  While  all  about  the  unfortunate  royal  family 
**  were  in  the  utmoft  concern  for  their  fate,  he  was 
<*  in  gay  humour,  chatting  on  indifferent  fubjefts. 
**  His  laft  appearance  on  the  evening  of  the  5th 
**  was  about  nine  o'clock,  converfing  in  a  corner 
**  with  men  difguifed  in  mean  drefs,  and  foroe  in 
^^  women's  clothes ;  among  whom  were  Mirabeau, 
"  Barnave,  Dupont,  and  other  deputies  of  the  re- 
*^  publican  party,  and  thefe  men  were  feen  imme- 
**  diately  after  concealed  among  the  lines  of  the 
<f  rmment  dQ  Flandresy  the  corruption  of  ysi^k^ 


••  they  had  that  day  completed,  tie  was  leen  agatfi 
**  next  morning  converfing  with  the  fame  perfons 
*^  in  women's  drefs.  And  when  the  infulted  fove- 
**  reign  was  dragged  in  triumph  to  Paris,  Orleans 
**  was  again  feen,  fkulking  in  a  balcony  behind  his 
*^  children,  to  view  the  proceflion  of  devils  and 
**  furies  ;  anxioufly  hoping  all  the  while  that  fome 
*^  difturbance  would  arife  in  which  the  king  might 
*'  perifli.  I  (hould  have  added,  that  he  was  feen 
**  in  the  morning  at  the  top  of  the  flairs^  pointing 
*'  the  way  with  his  •  hand  to  the  mob,  where  they 
**  fhould  go,  while  he  went  by  another  road  to  the 
^'  king,  in  fhort  he  went  about  trembling  like  a 
««  coward,  waiting  for  the  explofion  which  niight 
*^  render  it  fafe  for  him  to  fhew  himfelf  "•" 

But  though  thefe  tranfaftions  occafioned  fo  much  Surpicion^ 
mifery  to  the  royal  family,  Orleans  did  not  derive  *''^*^*^'*- 
from  them  th^  advantages  he  expefted.  .  Too 
wicked  to  be  a  good  fubjeft,  too  much  mifguided  to 
feel  content  in  his  exalted  (ituation,  too  timid  to 
afTume  a  decifive  part,  and  fupport  and  diredl 
openly  the  fedition  he  had  privately  fomented^  yet 
too  devoid  of  fenfe  to  keep  his  agency  an  entire 
fecret,  he  now  not  only  faw  the  propofed  end  of 
his  plan  fruftrated,  but  a  general  fufpicion  attach  to 
himfelf.  Jiis  party  defpifed,  stnd  fome  began  to 
defert  him,  others^  who  thought  themfelves  fqllied 
by  appearing  as  fenators  where  he  was  allowed  a 
feat,  gave  in  their  refignation,  and  requefted  leave 
to  retire.  Thele  were  about  an  hundred,  and 
amongft  them  Mounier,  the  prefident,  but  he  did  | 

not  quit  his  ftation  till  he  had  performed  what  he 
judged  his  duty,  by  requiring  an  inveftigation  of  the 
caufes  of  tke  infurredion,  in  a  manner  which  de- 
inonftrated  that  he  had  a  well-founded  fufpicion, 
OF  gtri^n  intelligeiice  of  thq  real  author.      Bg.t 

Q  Robifon*!  Prooffy  p«  377«  SeetheKrNG,  &c.  La  Fayettb, 
MiRABEATi*  Hidories;  and  particularly  Mr|,  VV^ollftonecraffs  Hiliory, 
j>.Vio«450>     Bouil]^*s  Memoirs,  p.iaS. 

fi,  4  popularity 
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popularity  was  not  in  itfelf  an  objed:  of  defire  to 
Orleans,  his  juvehile  contempt  of  it  ftill  continued, 
though  he  ufed  it  as  a  means  of.  forwarding  his  other 
views.  He  would  not  defifl:  from  the  plans  he  had 
formed,  nor  could  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  exertions, 
produced  folely  by  himfelf,  open  his  eyes  to  the 
weaknefs  of  his  own  charadler.  His  parafites,  from 
interefted  motives,  kept  alive  the  delufion,  and  he 
meditated  frefli  projefts  for  attaining  the  end  of  his 
ambition. 
Orleans  It  foon  became  neceflary  that   Orleans  ihould 

prcjccls  a  make  a  vigorous  effort  to  raife  himfelf  by  the  de- 
fyirsLcy^'  t)afement  of  the  king,  or  relinquifh  all  the  projefts 
he  had  fo  long  entertained.  The  royal  family  had, 
fince  their  arrival  in  Paris,  performed  an  ^&,  of  ho- 
nourable charity,  at  the  exprefs  requefl:  of  the 
queen,  which  promifed  to  efface  every  impreffioB 
made  to  her  difadvantage,  and  put  her  in  poffeffioh 
of  the  full  love  and  efteem  of  the  nation.  This 
was  a  voluntary  donation  from  the  privy  purfe  of 
money  fufEcient  to  redeem  from  the  hands  of  pawn- 
brokers all  body  linen,  and  neceffary  wearing  ap- 
parel, pledged  for  any  fum  not  exceeding  a  Louis- 
^  d^or.  To  counteract  tlie  favourable  impreffions  thus 
excited,  the  ufual  means  were  reforted  to.  The 
'  report  of  the  king  having  intended  to  fly  to  Metz, 
and  levy  war  againft  the  affembly,  the  orgies  of  the 
gardes  du  corps^  and  all  the  fcandals  which  owed 
their  origin  to  the  malignant  fpirits  of  the  palais 
royaly  were  renewed,  and  circulated  with  increafed 
diligence.  The  plenty  which  had  fuddenly  glad- 
dened the  capital  at  the  king's,  arrival,  as  fuddenly 
difappeared.  New  clamours  were  every  where 
excited,  and  St.  Huruge  and  the  garden  orators  of 
the  palais  royal,  were  indefatigable  in  their  efforts  to 
excite  fedition.  The  bakers'  ftiOps  were  befieged 
all  night  and  every  morning  by  a  clamorous  and 
flarving  multitude,  and  many  experienced  a  total 
want  of  the  firft  neceffary  of  life.    The  meeting  of 


the  national  affembly  at  Paris,  was  with  a  ridi 
precipitancy  fixed  for  the  igth,  though  no  bi 
vas  ready*for  their  reception,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  meet  in  the  cathedral.  Houfes 
jnarked  with  red,  black,  and  white  chalk,  dej 
lefpecUvely  an  intended  murder,  pillage,  or 
iLg,  thefe  were  particularly  applied  to  the  dw< 
of  the  members  of  the  committee  of  fubfif 
the  principal  officers  of  the  national  guard,  ai 
fartners-general. 

All  thefe  indications  of  a  projefted  infurr 
could  not  efc^pe  the  attention  of  la  Fayett 
BaiUy,  whom  the  late  dreadfid  cataftrophe  ha< 
dered  more  circumfpeft.  They  exerted  then 
with  uncommon  vigour  to  caufe  a  proper  i 
and  regular  diftribution  of  bread,  and  la  Fay< 
particular  obtained  full  proofs  of  the  confpi 
and  irfidious  manoeuvres  of  the  duke. .  Thu 
niflied,  he  repaired  to  the  Tuilleries,  and  ei 
into  confultation  with  the  king,  who,  on  this 
fion,  difplayed  his  ufual  good  fenfe  and  modei 
Had  the  love  of  vengeance  pofleffed  a  place 
breaft,  he  could  now  have  indulged  it  with  f 
fecurity,  but  he  confidered  the  general  good  < 
fubjefts,  and  finding  by  the  papers  laid  befor 
by  the  general,  that  Orleans  alone  could  ope 
warehoufes  where  grain' was  depofited,  he  re 
on  the  more  moderate  and  prudent  meafures 
were  afterwards  adopted.  Montmorin,  the  mi 
requefted  Orleans  to  call  at  his  houfe  at  an  earl] 
in  the  morning.  The  duke  was  prepared  for  tl 
jeft  of  the  converfation,  by  an  intimation  pur 
given  by  the  duchefs  of  Coigni,  and  attended 
o'clock.  He  anfwered  the  accufations  brought  a 
him  by  the  minifter  with  the  readinefs  of  a  m 
folved  to  make  no  confeffion  injurious  to  himfe 
virith  the  haughty  fpirit  of  an  innocent  prince  ui 
ficcufed.'  He  continued  in  this  drain  till  la  F 
burit  from  a  cloiet  where  he  was  concealed 


9S»  ORLEANS. 

laying  open  all  his  treacheries,  alked  what  he  bad 
to  offer  againft  the  proofs  depbfited  in  the  hands  of 
the  king  ?  Orleans^  confcious  that  he  had  merited 
peculiar  feverity  from   the  general,   attempted   D 
ftammer  out   fome  incoherent  accounts,   but  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  ill,  that  la  Fayette,  giving  way  to  mdigna- 
tion,  attempted  to  ilrike  him,  but   miffed  his   aim 
by   the  duke  retreating,  and  fainting  away  in  an 
arm  chair.     When  he  came  to  himfelf  he  was  di- 
refted  to  wait  on  the  king,  and  to  obey  bis  orders 
as   he  valued  his  life*.      His  majefty,  after  fome 
mild  though  pointed  obfervations  on  his  condud, 
voluntarily    forgave   him,   but    cxafted    a    folemn 
promife  that  he    fhould   without   delay    repair  to 
England,  and  from  thence  iSue  orders  for  an  imme- 
diate fupply  of  corn  for  his  country  ^. 
i6thoa.       When  Orleans  communicated  thefe  events  to  his 
^paru  for  affociates,  together  with  his  refolutian  to  adhere  to 
England,  his  promife,   they  were  thunderftruck.      They  at- 
tempted  to  (hake  his  determination  by  every  fug- 
geftion  and  every  argument  in  their  powe^,  but  in 
vain.     His  paffports  were  expedited,  and  hik  permif- 
iion  to  depart  obtained  from  the  affembly,  although 
Mirabeau   obferved   that  a   miffion  of  fo  fecret  a 
nature   refembled    a    I^ttre  de  cachet^    and  made 
poiuted  alluiions  to  the  imperious  deportment  of  la 

*  The  circum (fauces  here  rtlaterf  are  taken  from  Montjoye :  they 
are  not  fo  ciicumiiantially  detailed  by  any  other  writer,  though  many 
authors  agree  that  la  Fayette  connpeJled  him  to  leave  France;  and 
ftint  that  the  niethcxls  employed  were  the  reverfe  cf  gentlentfs  and  per-: 
luafion  See  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p*  64.,  Pages,  vol.i.  p.  163. 
Bouille's  Mt-moirsy  p.  9H  Orleans  hinii'elf  (lates  that  he  had  an  in- 
tervrew  with  la  Fayette,  in  which  the  general  told  him,  that  his  ab- 
lence  would  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  and  ti^trquiility  of  France^ 
Expofe  de  la  Conduite  de  M.  ie  due  d*Orieans,  Kedig4  par  lui  ns^me, 

y  This  mode  of  proceeding  Is  perfectly  confiftent  with  the  kingi 
charai^tr  for  clemency ,  and  his  rigid  adherence  to  a  given  promile 
ir»ny  contribute  to  account  for  the  facility  with  which  the  exculpalpry 
efforts  of  Orleans  were  af ter>*ards  received  by  the  alFemhiy,  and  the 
quren^s  rcfiifal  to  give  evidence  wi;cn  lequued  by  the  commiuiopew  of 
lb€  Chatelet* 

Fayette. 


Fayette.     Orleans  refifted  every  propolal  c 

friends  to  incite  a  popular  tumult,  or  to  ei 

proteft  with  the  affembly,  ?nd  left  Paris  three 

before  the  intended  explofion.      It  it  not  imp 

that  the  beams  of  virtue  emanating  from  the 

might  kindle  feme  congenial  fentiment  in  the  I 

of  Orleans,  but  as  la  Fayette  was  conftantly  u 

his  departure,  it  is  more  probable  that  fear 

occafioned  his  fidelity  to  his  promife.     His 

quent  conduft  aflFords  no  light  on  the  fubje<9 

though  he  performed  the  real  objeft  of  his  it 

with  ifo  much  exadnefs,  that  in  lefs  than  a  r 

after  his  departure  bread  was  plentiful  and  ch< 

Paris,  yet,  contrary  to   the  ufual  efFeds   of 

punfition,  he  afterwards   perfevered    in    the 

meafures  as  before.     At  Boulogne  a  flight  at 

was  made  to  flop  his  departure  by  an  infurrefti 

the  people,  but  witliout  effeft :   a   deputatioi 

fent  from  Boulogne,  and  the  pifefident  afting 

officially,  in  the  name  of  the  afTemtly,  confi 

the  permiffion  given  for  the  duke  to  depart. 

mouriez  afferts  that  this   miffion  to  Englanc 

in  confequence  of   an    intrigue   of  the   mil 

Montmorin,  who  wifhed  to  induce  Orleans  to  i 

himfelf  from  France,  and  to  effed  that  pui 

infpired  him  with  a  wi(h  to  become  duke  of 

bant  \    But  the  authority  of  Dumouriez  oi 

fubjeft  of  Orleans  is  very  queftionable,   an 

fcheme  here  imputed  to  him  utterly  improl 

He  was  never  fo  much  in  habits  of  intimacy 

Montmorin  as  to  be  open  to  his  efforts  of  intr 

and  his  plans  refpefting  the  French  monarchy 

too  extenfive,  and  had  involved  him  in  a  conni 

too  complicated  to  admit   of  his  forming  a 

engagement.      If  he  had  entertained  fuch  ^ 

England  was  almofl:  the  worfl  fpot  on  the  k 

glob?  he  could  have  repaired  to  for  countenan 

«  Life  of  Dumovrie^y  vol.  ii.  p.  ioq« 

»ffif 
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ailiftance,  in  a  plan  to  excite  infurredion  and  dif- 
member  the  empire  *. 

His  reception  affords  the  beft  refutation  of  fuch 
a  report.     He  was  prefented  at  court,  but  hardly, 
according   to  the  beft    authenticated  reports,  ho- 
noured with  any  notice  by  the  auguft  and  virtuous 
perfonages  who  fill  the  throne.     Their  known  at- 
tachment to  principles  and.  modes  of  condud  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  his,  their  love  of  virtue,  and 
conftant  praftice  of  religion  and  morality^  occa- 
fioned  that  coolnefs  which  prevented  his  frequent 
vifits   at   St,  Jameses.      His   debafed  manners,  Jiis 
tafte   for  grofs   licentioufnefs   ancjl  vulgar  revelry, 
foon  took  away  the  refpeft  his  birth  and  fortune 
infpired.     He  was  never  eafy  within  himfelf;  the 
immenfc  projefts  in  which  he  was  engaged  rendered 
him  reftlefs,  and   he  hurried  through  the  various 
rounds  of  pleafure,  fnatching  at  every  one  with  a 
greedy  hand,  yet   incapable  of  reliftiing  what  he 
fought  with  ib  much  avidity.     The  turf,  the  gaming- 
table, the  bottle,  and  the  brothel,  engaged  him  by 
turns ;    at  each  of  thefe  fcenes,  where  refinement 
is  capable  of  diminifhing  the  opprobium  of  purfuit, 
he,  like  a  harpy,  was  greedy  of  all,  and  difguftcd 
every  body  :   Men  of  refinement  ihunned  him,  and 
lofing   that  extenfive  adulation  and  public  accla- 
mation he  had  received   in  his  own  country,  his 
time    foon     became    irkfome,    and    he    was   im- 
patient to  revifit  thofe  fcenes  in  which  his  heart 
was  fo  much  engaged,  and  all  his  hopes  concen- 
tered. 


^  On  hi9  own  trial,  Orleans  gave  fuch  an  account  of  this  journejr 
as  renders  it  alnkoft  certain  that  it  had  no  political  objefl.  Hefaid  he 
had  letters  for  Mr.  Pitt,  which  he  delivered  ;  and  that  as  he  was  very 
Ultimate  with  the  oppofitior.'partyy  he  was  employed  to  preferve  peace 
with  England.  Proces  des  Bourbons,  vol.  iii.  p.  164.  In  bis  own 
"  account  of  his  condu^l,"  Orleans  ftates  that  he  was  intrufted  with 
an  itnp«>rtant  mifTion,  but  does  not  fpecify  its  nature  or  ektent*  Su 
Expole  de  la  Conduite^  &c.  p«  26* 
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Th«  duke's  party  in  France  were  too  much  in-     1790. 
terefted  in  his  continuing  the  part  of  a  confpirator,  Exertion* 
to  permit  him  to  relinquifh  it  from  defpair  of  ul-  pa^y* 
timate  fuccefs.     They  did  not  abate  their  diligence, 
though  their  talk  was  rendered  much  more  difficult 
by  his  abfence,  and  by  other  circumftances.     The 
prefence  of  a  chief,  however  weak,  vacillating,  and 
uncertain  he  may  be,  is  the  foul  of  a  confpiracy ; 
fo  long  as  he  can  be  reforted   to,  and  perfonally 
give  directions,  there  is  an  order,  a  method,  a  fpirit 
in  the  proceedings,  which  in  his  abfence  they  ne* 
ceffarily  want.     But,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  fears 
of  the  faftion  had  a  different  fource,  they  appre- 
hended a  reflux  of  the  public  opinion  in  favour  of 
the  royal  family.      They   renewed   their  intrigues 
and  calumnies,  but  they  were  not  always  attended 
with  eflPeft,  for  the  people  of  Paris  being  relieved 
from^  the  fear   of  famine,  and  not   under  the  in- 
fluence of  accuftomed  inftigation,  did  not  fo  readily 
adopt  the  pernicious   projefts  of  the  confpirators. 
La  Fayette,  aftuated  by  vanity  and  imprudence,  un- 
intentionally  affifted   the   Orleanifts   by  his  unne- 
ceffary  cruelty  to   the  royal  prifoners,  and  by  his 
jealous  vigilance,  and  unmanly  perfecution  of  every 
one  who  feemed  warmly  attached  to  their  caufe. 

At  length  the  imprudence  of  la  Fayette  and  June. 
Bailly  led  them  to  projeft  the  confederation.  The  ^i*»iemrn., 
fcheme  of  aflembling  fo  many  armed  men  from  the 
provinces  at  Paris,  afforded  an  opportunity  the 
confpirators  could  not  overlook  of  trying  by  means 
of  infurreftion  to  forward  their  plans*  They  la- 
mented the  abfence  of  their  chief,  as  an  irreparable 
.  obftacle,  and  exerted  all  their  manoeuvres  to  ac- 
celerate his  return.  La  Fayette,  on  the  other  hand, 
oppofed  it,  but  in  that  inconfiderate  manner  which 
marked  moft  of  his  proceedings.  Inftead  of  apply- 
ing direftly  to  the  king  for  his  interference,  he, 
hy  his  own  authority,  fent  an  aid-de-camp  who 
^ited  pn  the  duke,  requiring  him  to  continue  in 

London. 
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London.      This   inexpert    agent  had  the  folly  to 
commit  thefe  orders  to  writing  and  leave  it  in  the 
duke's  hands.     He  immediately  wrote  to  his  chan- 
cellor, who  was  a  member  of  the  aflembly,  to  lay 
thefe  fads,  together  with  his  defire^to  tajce  the  civic 
oath,  and  be  prefent  at  the  intended  ceremony  be- 
fore the  legiflative  body,  and  move  for  his  recall 
The  favourable  reception  of  this  motion  was  faci- 
litz^ted  and  increafed  by  a  pamphlet  publifhed  at  the 
time,   and  pretended    to   be    written    by   himfelf, 
called  "  a  Narrative  of  the  Condudl  of  the  Duke 
*'  of  Orleans,    during    the  French    Revolution." 
La  Fayette,  detedked  in  his  fhaUow  politics,  had  no 
oppofition  to  make  to  the  motion  of  the  count  de  la 
Touche,  he  affefted  to  explain  away  the  miffion  of 
M.  Boinville,  his  aid-de-camp,  but  the  duke's  recall 
iiih  July,  was   decreed.     He  arrived  in  Paris  and  took  the 
A I  rives  w  civic  oath,  but  the  fliortnefs  of  the  time,  the  prefs  of 
*****       bufinefs,  and  the  good  difpofition  of  the.  federes^  did 
not  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  fuccefs 
of  any   fchemes.     The    confederation  day  paffed, 
contrary  to  his  wifiies,  and  to  the  fears  of  many, 
,5ih.     without  the  fmalleft  popular  commotion.      He  gave 
a  public   dinner  the   next  day  in  the  hall  of  the 
palais  royalj  at  which   fome  attempts  were  made 
in  his  favour,  but  without  fuccefs. 
Proceed-       During  the   abfence  of  Orleans,  the  aflemWy, 
irgs  m  the  under   the  influence  of  his   faftion,   had  referred 
*^^^«eitt.   ]\([Qunier*s  denunciation  of  ^he  tranfaftions  of  the 
5th  and  6th  of  Oftober,  to  the  Chatelet ;   hoping, 
by  their  ordinary  means  of  bribery  and  terror,  and 
by  the  agency  of  their  friends,  to  prevent  ferious  in- 
quiry.    To  render  the  efforts  of  this  court  abortive, 
they  limited  their  inftrudions  to  the  night  of  the 
5th  of  Oftober,  denying  them  the  means  of  inquir- 
ing into  the  caufes  of  the  infurreftion  in  the  mornp 
ing,  or  any  of  the  events  of  that  day,  prior  to  the 
ai  rival  of  la  Fayette  and  the  national  guards  at  Ver- 
failles.     Their  view  appears  to  have  been,  either  to 
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involve  the  whole  tranfaftion  in  impenetrable  ob- 
fcurity,  or  to  throw  the  odium  of  it  on  the  general* 
The  committee  in  the  aflembly  furniflied  very  few 
proofs,  and  thofe  of  the  moft  vague  defcription  ; 
and  every  engine  was  employed  to  indcc:  the  court 
to  acquit  the  parties  implicated.  Th^  judges  of  the 
Chatelet  proceeded  in  the  execution  of  their  duty 
with  great  fteadinefs,  fecrecy,  and  patience.  They 
applied  to  the  committee  for  more  proofs  ;  which 
being  delayed,  they  exerted  themfelves  to  make  fuch 
difccveries  as  fiiould  enable  them  to  form  a  true 
report.  They  were  about  to  have  reported  on  the 
fubjeft,  when  the  duke's  party^  having  gained  in- 
telligence of  the  fpitit  of  their  proceedings,  wrote  to 
him  in  England  for  inftruftions ;  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  anfwer,  employed  all  means  in  their 
power  to  procure  delay.  They  caufed  the  munici- 
pality to  prefent  to  the  court  feventy-five  additional 
proofe;  which  protradbed  the  inquiry  till  Orleans 
had  obtained  permiffion  to  return  to  France.  The  7th  Aug« 
court  at  length,  in  fpite  of  menaces,  intrigues,  and 
Sanders^  prefented  at  the  bar  of  the  afTembly  a  re- 
port of  the  evidence  they  had  coUefted,  accom- 
panied with  a  declaration,  that  it  involved  in  a 
charge  of  guilt  two  members  of  that  body.  The 
fadUon  had  the  addrefs  to  get  the  report  of  the  Cha- 
telet referred  to  a  committee,  in  which  a  perfon  en- 
tirely devoted  to  them  had  the  charge  of  abridging  it 
for  the  ufe  of  the  members ;  and  he  fucceeded  fo 
well  in  falfifying  the  evidence  prefented,  in  placing 
m  a  falfe  light  the  fads  advanced,  and  in  requrring  to 
the  orgiei  of  the  gardes  du  corps ^  &c.  that  a  decree  was  »d  oa. 
cafily  obtained,  importing  that  there  was  flo  ground 
of  accufation  againft  the  parties.  A  fpeech  in  favour 
of  Orleans  was  pronounced  in  the  tribune  by  the  due 
de  Biron,  who  promifed,  in  the  name  of  his  friend, 
a  full  explanation  of  his  whole  conduft.  This  pro- 
mife  he  himfelf  repeated  the  next  day,  profeffing  a 
wilh  to  clear  himfelf  from  every  fufpicion  ;  but  he 
■8  performed 
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performed  his  undertaking  in  a  very  imperfeft  man- 
ner, by  an  apology  in  the  form  of  a  memoire  a  con^ 
fulter^  or  cafe,  to  which  was  annexed  the  opinion  of 
two  obfcure  advocates,  Horn  and  Rozier  **.  It  w^s 
anfwered  by  Malouet,  and  fell  into  deferved  dif- 
regard. 
Exertions  The  proceedings  of  the  Chatelet  did  not  fo  much 
of  OrUana  Q^•^.^py  x\\^  mind  of  Orleans,  as  to  prevent  his  trying 
many  plans  to  counteraft  the  growing  popularity  of 
the  king  and  queen,  and  to  further  the  ultimate  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  ambitious  views.  On  his  return  from 
England,  he  foon  found  his  party  ftronger  than 
ever "" ;  but  la  Fayette  being  commander  of  the  na- 
tional guard,  and  Bailly  mayor  of  Paris,  were  infur- 
mountable  obftacles  to  the  exertion  of  his  two  fa- 
vourite means  of  fuccefs,  riot  and  famine.  He  la- 
boured therefore  with  great  afSduity  to  obtain  their 
difmiflion**  to  bring  undeferved  odium  on  every  afl: 
of  the  royal  prifoners,  and  to  render  their  fituation 
as  irkfome  as  poflible,  in  order  to  produce  feme 
aft  which  might  make  them  quit  the  kingdom,  or 
expofe  them  to  the  violence  of  the  populace.  In 
the  provinces  feveral  infurreftions  and  difturbances 
took  place ;  and  the  inflammable  mob  of  Paris  were 
ready  on  every  occafion,  when  not  reftrained  by 
fear,  to  rife  in  arms  and  commit  violence.  •  They 
were  furnifhed  with  pikes  at  the  expence  of  Orleans, 
which  vere,  for  that  reafon,.  according  to  the 
punning  genius  of  the  French  nation,  denominated 
F«b.  1791.  Philip-piques  *'.  Santerre  difciplined  the  mob  of  the 
,  fauxbourg  St.  Antoine,' in  hopes,  by  tlieir  means, 

b  It  is  trimflated  into  Englifli,  and  forms  an  ofVavo  pamplilet  of 
eighty-three  pages,  publilhed  by  StockdaU,  1790. 

^  Bonill^'s  Memoirs,  p,  166.  *  Idem,  p.  241.170. 

^  Hiftoifcai  Eflay  on  the  Ambition  and  Conqueftsof  France,  p>  s34« 
Mcntjoye  alfo  relates,  that  a. caricature  print  was  publiHied,  repre- 
ienting  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  playing  at  piquet  (or  the 
crown.  This  emblem  of  royalty  was  (lipping  from  the  king's  head  j 
and  on  a  label  which  proceeded  from  his  iiio4Hh  were  ihefe  words  1 
*«  J*ai  ecan^  les  coeurs  j  il  a  pour  lui-  k$  piqueSj  &  j*ai  perdu  la 
•«  partlc." 
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to  wi«ft  from  la  Fayette  the  commaiid  of  th^ ; 
tkMud  guard,  and  aduaUy  ventured  to  c^pofe  I 
felf  to  the  general  iii  die  affair  at  Vmcennm^ii^  i 
The  king's  unfortunate  attempt  to  efdipf  - ' 
die  cuftody  of  bis  perfecutors  gave  a  great  af<  i 
ancy  to  the  duke's  party.  At  firft  it  vns  (xif\  \ 
that,  on  the  king's  leaving  the  realm,  a.rrejs 
vrodd  be  appointed  ;  and,  as  Monfieur  had  qi  i 
the  kingdom,  the  conftitution  pointed  mtiOr  i 
as  regent.  That  he  might  not  appeak  defiroii 
attaining  this  iituadon,  ne  addre&d  a  letter  ti  i 
the  journalifts,  in  which  he  folemnly  renouiu:e( 
right  given  him  by  the  conftitution  to  exped 
regency.  This  letter  is  written  with  confidei: 
art,  for  while  he  makes  this  pretended  renuncia : 
he  alludes  in  pompous  terms  to  his  zeal  for 
pabSc,  and  his  iacrifices  in  the  caufe  of  libetl 
Ihe  moderation  thus  difplayed  was  merdy  afie< : 
for  if  the  aflembly  had  decreed  that  he  flioulil 
regent,  which,  from  the  afcendancy  of  his  pi. 
tho'e  was  every  reafon  to  fuppofe,  he  could  not  li 
refilled  their  decifion.  On  the  king's  return 
Paris,  Orleans  was  bbferved  in  a  circle  of  dq)ui 
agay  fpedator  of  the  melancholy  fcene  \  Dui 
the  king's  fuipelifion,  the  queftion  of  abdicai 
and  trial  was  prefled  in  the  aflembly  with  all 
zeal  and  power  of  his  party.  The  aflembly, 
avoid  the  grol#  term  decheance^  forfeiture,  ufed  I 
of  deJHiiaim^  privation  j  but  in  the  Jacobin  cl 
then  the  fenate  of  the  Orieanifts,  the  matter 
treated  without  ceremony  or  circumlocution, 
that  period,  the  prcjeft  of  a  republic  was  firft  ope 
avowed  ffi  Seance;  but  many  who  affefted  to  :l 
port  it  were  cl^deftinely  promoting  the  advai: 
i))^t  of  their  patron,  by  familiarizing  the  peopli 
the  expectation  of  dethroning  the  monarch.    Ixi 

^Scf  i.Af'AYBTTX.   Boullll's  MoBQirs,  p.  «^. 

C  See  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louit  XVi.  .vol.  vi.  p.»%6, 

^  Moore's  View,  fol.  ii.  p.  36S. 
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praW^Oity  die  views  of  the  party  would  hate  beeA 
crmroed  with  fucceb  thus  fair  ;•— the  king  would 
hsLim  been  depo(ed»  and  the  duke  conftitutdl  rege&t 
duiikig  the  minority  of  the  dauphin,  but  for  the  fe* 
ceflhui  of  fome  principal  leaders  of  his  fadion. 
Buwtve  iWftneAedly  afliuned  the  defence  of  the 
luo§9  ady  alfifted  1^  the  royalifts,  prevailed  on  the 
alembly  to  decree  die  completion  of  the  conftitutioo 
Difap.      hi  the  te»  originally  intended'.     The  party  had 
CoriTanl  ^^^  themfehw  fo  fure  of  a  complete  viaory,  that 
*  they  had  negleflked  then-  ufual  precautions  of  packed 
tribunes  and  a  hired  mob.     Robefpierre  was  fo 
aftoniflied  and  enraged  at  this  unexpeded  event, 
that  he  ran  about  the  ftreets  like  a  madman,  ex- 
claiming to  the  people,  ^'  My  friends,  all  is  loft;  the 
"  Idng  is  to  be  reftored  *".*' 
x7th^;uiy.      Baffled  in  their  expcftations  from  the  aflembly, 
in  the"^    the  faftion  endeavoured  to  carry  their  point  by 
Champ  d€  means  of  the  populace.    They  prepared  a  petition 
^*"*       that  very  night,  to  be  figned  on  the  altar  of  the  coa. 
federation  in  the  Champ  de  Mars  the  next  morning. 
The  mob  afiembled,  and  began  by  murdering  a  hair- 
drefTer  and  an  invalid,  whofe  heads  they  ftuck  on 
pikes,  and  carried  to  the  palais  royal.     The  mem- 
bers, the  Cordeliers,  or  fociete  fraternelUy  inflamed 
the  populace  with  declamations  and  hand-bills  of 
the  moft  atrocious  defcription.     After  feveral  mef' 
fages  from  la  Fayette  and  Bailly,  requiring  the  mob 
,to  difperfe,   military  law  was  proclaimed  and  ex- 
ecuted '•      The  conftitution  was    revifed  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  king,  and  the  aflembly  dlflblved. 
a9fhNov,       According  to  the  requifition  of  the  new  conftitu- 
lw£M     "^^^9  ^21  Fayette  refigned  the  command  of  the  i»- 
jnayor.     -tioual  gtiard,  and  Bailly  the  .mayoralty  of  Fan^* 
tithxs  revived  the  hopes  of  Orleans,  that  by  pipcur- 
ing  that  .office  for  a  creature  of  his  own,  he  ihouU 

*  act  TRB  kiMG,  Sec,  k  Set  RoiBtPisRas* 


vpaxi  be  able,  by  a  monopoly  of  graiiii  to  infli . 
the  city,  and,  through  it,  the  whole  kingdom, 
tion  was  elefted  ;   but  the  duke's  views  with  n  I 
to  a  monopoly  were  totally  fruftrated  by  Bailly, 
caufed  the  care  of  the  provifions  of  the  capital  : 
veiled  in  the  adminiftrators  of  the  department. 

The  new  aflembly,  deftitute  of  th^  exper 
and  talents  which  had  been  the  portion  of  theii 
deceffors,  were  delivered  up  to  a  fadion  com]  i 
of  editors  of  newfpapers,  pamphleteers,  and  ( : 
labourers  in  the  lower  branches  of  literature, 
had  been  fupported  by,  and  were  (till  In  the  pi 
the  duke.     Amongft  thefe  were  the  moft  ranco 
enemies  of  the  kmg,  on  whom  they  immedii 
commenced  an  attack;   but  the  mildnefs  oi' 
temper,  and  the  refolution  he  had  formed  to  :i 
by  the  conftitution,  which  was  the  objefl:  oi 
daily  ftudy,  rendered  their  meafures  abortiv?. 

The  peace  of  Europe  was  incompatible  witli 
views  of  the  new  demagogues,  who  were  refolvii 
procure  a  declaration  of  war  againft  the  empi 
Orleans,  through  the  influence  of  Thevenard, 
nifter  of  marine,  who  hoped  to  conciliate  the 
affembly,  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank  oi 
miral  \  This  promotion  it  was  fuppofed  wouli 
the  more  acceptable,  as  he  had  before  folicited  i\ 
litary  command,  without  fuccefs  ".  The  infubi 
nation  of  the  navy  was  fuch,  that  moft  of  the  ofl: 
promoted  at  the  fame  time  refigned ;  Orleans 
d'Eftaing  alone  retained  the  rank  afCgned  to  th<: 

At  this  period,  Orleans  feems  to  have  been 
fible  of  the  impolicy  •  of  his  conduft :  he  fa\i 
fpirit  of  republicanifm  beginning  to  rife,  and  w 
have  been  happy  to  comptomife  his  hopes  of 
grandifement,  for  an  honourable  promotion 
ceitain  fafety;    His  co^duft  on  this  occaiion  i 

»  Beitrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.i.  p.  119. 

"  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  ?ol.  vi.  p.  *$<>• 

^  Beitrand't  Mmnoin,  vol.  i.  p.  319. 
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femarkable,  that  I  fhall  not  in  the  namdve  alter  a 
word  from  Bertrand  %  who  ffxes  it  as  a  party  im- 
mediately concerned,  and  as  an  eye-^tnos.— 
^  The  duke  of  Orleans  was  not  fatis6ed  with  writ* 
^  ing  to  me,  that  he  had  accepted  the  rank  of  ad« 
^  miral ;  he  likewife  paid  me  a  vifit,  and  amongft 
*^  other  matters,  he  aiTured  me  that  he  fet  die 
"  higher  value  upon  the  favour  which  the  kbg 
^^  had  conferred  on  him,  becaufe  it  gave  him  the 
^  means  of  convincing  his  majefty  how  much  his 
*'  fentiments  had  been  calumniated.  This  decla^ 
^^  ration  was  made  with  an  air  of  opennefs  and  fin- 
^  cerity,  and  accompanied  with  the  warmeft  p^ 
•*  teftations  of  loyalty.  I  am  very  unfortunate, 
•*  (faid  he,)  without  deferving  to  be  fo  ;  a  thoufand 
**  atrocities  have  been  laid  to  my  charge,  of  which 
^  I  am  completely  innocent.  I  have  beoi  fuppofed 
•*  guilty  by  many  men,  becaufe  I  have  difdained  to 
•*  enter  into  any  jdftiiication  of  myfelf  from  crimes 
*•  of  which  I  have  a  real  horror.  You  are  the  firft 
^  minifter  to  whom  I  ever  faid  as  much,  becaufe 
*'  you  are  the  only  one  whofe  charaQex  ever  in- 
"  ^ired  me  with  confidence :  you  will  foon  have 
**  an  opportunity  of  judging  whether  my  conduS 
•*  gives  the  lie  to  my  words.— He  pronounced  thefe 
**  laft  words  with  a  voice  and  manner  which  con- 
*•  vinced  me  he  meant  them  as^  an  anfwer  to  the 
**  air  of  incredulity  with  which  I  liftened  to  him. 
•'  I  anfwered  him,  that  I  was  fo  much  afiraid  of 
**  weakening  the  force  of  his  expreflions  in  report* 
^^  ing  them  to  the  king,  as  he  defired  I  fliould,  that 
**  I  begged  of  him  to  deliver  them  himfelf  to  his 
**  majefty.  He  replied,  that  it  was  precifely  what 
"  he  wimed  ;  and  that  if  he  could  flatter  himfelf 
**  that  the  king  would  receive  him,  he  would  go  to 
**,  the  court  the  next  day.  I  gave  his  majefty  an 
^  account,  the  fame  evening  at  the  council^  of  the 

f  Bertrand^s  Memoirt^  vol.  it  p.  }io^ 
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'^  vifit  I  had  received  from  the  duke  of  Orleaoasi 
^^  and  all  that  had  pafled ;  adding,  that  I  could  not 
help  being  convinced  of  the  iincerlty  of  his  pro* 
**  feffions.  The  king  refolved  to  recdve  him ;  and 
^^  the  following  day  had  a  conyerfation  with  him  of 
more  than  half  an  hour,  with  whioh  his  majefty 
appeared  to  be  well  fati^ed. — I  am  of  your  opi- 
nion (faid  he  to  me)  that  he  returns  to  us  with 
iincmty;  and  that  he  will  do  all  that  depends 
^^  on  him  to  repair  the  x|i}fchiefs  which  have  been 
^^  committed  in  his  name,  and  in  which  very  pof- 
^^  (iUy  he  has  not  had  fo  great  a  fliare  its  we  have 
fufpefted.---The  following  Sunday  the  duke  of 
Orlesins  came  to  the  kmg's  levee,  where  he  met 
with  the  mod  mortifying  reception  from  the 
courtiers,  who  were  ignorant  of  what  had  pafledj 
and  from  the  royalifts,  who  ufually  came  on  that 
day  to  pay  their  court  to  the  royal  family.  They 
^^  prefied  round  him,  treading  defign.edly  upon  his 
^^  toes,  and  pufhing  him  towards  the  door.  When 
*^  he  went  into  the  queen's  apartment,  where  the 
^^  cloth  was  already  lead,  as  foon  as  he  appeared  they 
*^  cried  out  on  every  fide— Let  nobody  approach 
*^  the  diflies! — infinuating  that  he  might  tiirow 
^^  poi£>n  into  them.  The  infulting  murmurs  which 
*'  his  prdfence  excited  forced  him  to  retire  without 
*'  feeing  any  of  the  royal  family.  He  was  purfued 
^^  to  the  top  of  the  ftairs,  and  as  he  was  going 
**  down,  fome  fpit  over  the  ftaircafe  upon  hini. 
<^  He  haftened  out,  filled  with  rage  and  indignation, 
^  and  convinced  that  the  king  and  queen  were  the 
€<  authors  of  thefe  outrages  j  of  which  they  were 
^  not  only  ignorant,  but  extremely  concerned 
<*  when  ihey  were  informed  of  them.  From  ths^t 
«<  moment  the  duke  of  Orleans  conceived  impla? 
<<  cable  hatted,  and  vowed  vengeance  again{(  the 
^<  king  and  queen.  He  kept  his  oath  but  too 
<«  well.  I  happened  to  be  at  court  that  day,  and 
<«  was  an  eye-witnefs  to  the  fcene  I  have  juft  re* 
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^*  lated/'  Thus  wzs  the  royal  caufe  unintentiott* 
filly  injured  by  the  royalifts,  whofe  conduA  on  this 
occafion  demonftrates,  that  far  from  having  fecret 
cabals  and  confpiracies,  they  did  not  even  maintain 
chat  confidential  intercourfe  which  was  effential  to 
iheir  intercft. 
jtcobin  The  Orleanifts  and  republicans  in  the  affembly 
mMry.  ^jj  pCTfevered  in  their  attacks  ;  they  forced  on  the 
kine  an  adminiftration  compofed  of  Jacobins,  his 
molt  inveterate  foes.  They  pafled  feveral  decrees, 
by  virtue  of  which  he  was  required,  with  his  own 
hand,  to  infli^b  the  fevered  wounds  on  fuch  of  his 
family  as  had  left  the  kingdom  ;  to  force  the  con- 
fcience  of  men  for  whom  he  had  the  fincereft  re- 
fytGt ;  and  to  furround  his  own  dvi^lling  with  a 
banditti  of  twenty  thoufand  murderers,  at  the  devo- 
tion of  the  Jacobins.  To  thefe  decrees  he  oppofed 
the  fhield  with  which  the  conftitution  had  provided 
him,  the  veto.  They  endeavoured  to  impel  him  to 
a  frefh  flight,  by  affeded  kindnefs  in  reprefenting 
his  danger,  and  by  alarming  Reports  of  the  popular 
fury )  but  his  refolurion  to  remain  expofed  to  all 
the  fury  of  his  enemies,  deftroyed  the  effeft  of  their 
machinations, 
•othjune,  Fruftrated  in  all  thefe  fchemes,  the  Orleanifts 
Attack  on  J^ceurred  to  their  accuftomed  meafures  of  popular 
(he  palace,  infurreftion.  They  took  advantage  of  the  exercife 
of  the  vetOf  and  the  dirmiilion  of  the  minifters,  to 
raife  a  furious  mob,  whofe  defign  to  murder  the 
king  and  his  family  was  averted  by  the  fenfibility  of 
a  hired  populace  to  the  virtue  and  courage  of  thofe 
IMmidity  they  Were  paid  to  deflroy.  Orleans  on  this  occa- 
pfOricans.  fjoii  afted  with  that  pufillanimity  which  was  his 
charafleriftic,  and  which  always  prevented  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  fchemes.  Ideating  to  have  his  conduft 
again  fubmitted  to  the  judges  of  a  criminal  court, 
he  left  Paris  a  few  days  before  the  intended  afiault 
of  the  caftle,  and  went  into  the  country,  to  confuJt 
^th  t|ie  chiefs  of  the  army  in  his  interefl,  on  the 
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meaiis  of  fecuring  the  fruits  of  his  fuccefs.  The 
head  of  a  faftion,  fkulking  about  the  country  incog-- 
nitOj  when  a  decifive  blow  is  about  to  be  ftruck  in 
the  capital,  is  one/  of  thofe  novelties  which  the  life 
of  this  weak  and  wicked  confpirator  alone  can 
afford.  In  the  courfe  of  his  excurfion  he  vifited 
Valendenncs.  Dumouriez  fays,  "  The  duke  of 
"  Orleans  made  his  appearance  at  Valenciennes, 
"  without  any  one  being  able  to  difcover  the  motive. 
"  Biron  protefted  this  deteftable  prince.  Du- 
"  mouriez  had  been  intimate  with  Biron  during 
"  twenty  years  ;  and  acquainted,  though  upon  rather 
"  cool  terms,  during  the  fame  period  with  the  duke  ; 
"  but  thenceforward  he  dijiinguijhed  his  twofons^  who 
"  were  very  unlike  their  unworthy  father  \**  Let  it  be 
recolleQ:ed,  that  when  this  general  publiflied  his  me- 
moirs,  Orleans  and  Biron  were  no  longer  in  exift- 
ence  to  contradift  him  ;  and  that  there  is  no  caufe 
afligned  why  he  chofe  that  particular  sera  to  diftin- 
guiffi  his  two  fons,'  and  a  proper  eftimate  may  be 
formed  of  the  candour  and  veracity  of  the  general, 
and  the  extent  of  the  duke's  intrigues.  His  journey 
and  return  were  ubferved,  and  excited  conjefture 
and  fufpicion  \ 

The  twentieth  of  June  not  having  produced  all  »o*  Aug. 
the  effefts  expefted  by  the  confpirators,  a  new  in-  jfX*'*^'* 
furreftion'  was  organifed,  which  fucceeded  to  the  king, 
utmoft  extent  of  their  hopes.     Though  in  the  refult 
of  this  confpiracy  the  interefts  of  Orleans  were  not 
confidered,  he  was  very  inftrumental  in  preparing 
and  perfefting  it '.     It  is  even  faid  that  the  names, 
additions,  and  places  of  abode  of  thofe  who  were 
aftive  in  this  confpiracy,  were  prccifely  the  fame 
with  thofe  who  were   employed  on  the   fifth  of 
Odober  1789  %     Orleans,  however,  kept  as  ufual 

^  Life  of  Dumouriezy  vol.  iii.  p.  13. 

'  Mercurc  Francois,  N«  du  %%  Juillct  1752,  p.  »77* 

•  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  4.76. 

^  HiAoiiv  de  la  Confpiration  du  10  Aout,  par  M.  Bigot  de  Ste« 
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far  diftant  from  the  fcene  of  adion' ;  and  his  pu< 
fillanimitj  is  faid  to  have  extended  to  his  banditti, 
who  fled  at  the  firft  volley*.  Though  the  yea< 
geance  of  Orleans  was  abundantly  gradBed  by  the 
refidt  of  this  day,  his  ambition  was  feverely  morti* 
fied*  The  king  was  reduced  to  the  loweft  political 
ebb,  deprived  of  his  guards,  fufpended,  impnfoned; 
but  the  people,  inftead  of  ihouting  Vive  d^Or learn! 
had  learned  to  fhout  Vhe  la  liberti^/ 
^  In  confequence  of  the  king's  fufpenfioa,  a  iia- 
tional  conventbn  was  decreed }  and  the  flatterers 
of  Orleans,  or  thofe  interefted  to  prey  on  his  folly, 
fed  him  to  exped:  that  this  meafure  would  conduce 
to  a  full  and  fpeedy  attainment  of  all  his  viftes. 
He  fpared  neither  money  nor  influence  to  procure 
thofe  perfons  to  be  returned  who  were  de? oted  to 
bim,  and  to  mtimidate  and  deftroy  the  fiieads  of 
the  monarch-  and  of  the  exifting  conftitution.  U 
Fayette  had  fled,  and  the  diforganiied  armies  were 
entirely  conmianded  by  thofe  whom  Orleans  fup 
pofed  to  be  his  creatures*  He  procured  the  arrefi^ 
adon  of  many  perfons  of  influence,  who  were  p  | 
filmed  to  poflefs  an  attachment  to  die  king ;  and  | 
that  he  might  effedually  prevent  their  d>itruding  | 
his  projefis,  he  directed,  or  at  leaft  fandioned,  tlie 
ftdSsfrt.  horrible  ma^acres  committed  in  the  prifons'.  b 
thefe  tranfitdions  his  avarice  as  well  as  ' ' 
tion  found  a  gratification,  by  the  murder 
compliflied  relative  the  princefle  de  Lamballe,  whi< 
he  is  faid  to  have  exprefsly  commanded  \  He  pr< 
cured  himfelf  to  be  returned  a  member  to  the  ne< 
convention  by  the  agency  of  Robefpierre  and  Dart 
ton ;  and  to  prevent  all  prejudice  which  might  arii 

•  Pjig^tf  vol.  i.  p.  47S.  3c  LoQfeft  Narrativci  p.  i7< 
y  Fenners  Review,  p.  473*  ,  ^.. 

•  See  in  Gibbon's  Pofthumoui  Works,  voU  i.  a  very  intow'' 
letter,  defcribing  the  fate  of  fevera]  vi^inM  of  thefe  msflacit^)  ^ 
afcribing^  the  organization  of  them  to  Orleani. 

•  Peltier*!  late  Piaurc  of  Paris,  vol.ii.  p.iis.  %%%,  s'** 
Manuil. 
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from  lus  name  exciting  a  recoUedion  of  his  affinity 
to  the  royal  family^  he  wrote  to  the  commune  of 
Paris,  renouncing  his  &miiy  appellative,  alleging 
the  impurity  of  his  mother's  life  in  proof  that  he 
vas  not  a  defcendant  of  the  Bourbons,  and  declar* 
ing  that  he  was  the  fon  of  her  coachman.  He  re- 
quelled  of  the  commune  to  affign  him  a  new  name^ 
and  tbey  conferred'  what  they  termed  the  beautiful 
nam  of  Egalitk  \ 

But  thefe  very  meafures  which  he  imagined  Defeakm 
would  ftrengthen  his  intereft,  and~  infallibly  give  °[  ***•***- 
fuccefe  to  his  projects,  fruftrated  his  views,  and 
produced  hi^  ruin.  With  his  ufaal  propenfity  to 
low  company,  and  the  difgufting  familiarity  of  the 
rdbfe  of  mankind,  he  laviflied  his  favour  on  the 
moft  abandoned  and  worthleis  of  his  partifans.  To 
ti^iirtler  dtfgttftlof  the.men  of  letters  and  fuperior 
aHainsiaents  iil;his  party,  he  was  always  furrounded 
by  iueh  wretches  as  Marat,  Collot  d'Herbois, 
Ck>ot%»  and  Chabot.  The  maffacres  of  September 
baVing  been  planned  and  executed  by  this  clafs  of 
his  followers,  and  they  alone  enriched  by  them, 
ibme  otSiers  of  his  needy  partifans  became  angry 
an4  di%ufted.  The  eagemefs  with  which  the  peo* 
pie  now  received  the  abolition  of  royalty,  fug- 
gefted  1:0  £ome  the  hope  of  eftabliihing  a  federal  re- 
public, a  chimera  which  they  purfued  with  ardour* 
Thus  ar<^  a  divifion  amonglt  his  friends,  which,  in 
tbe  end,  left  him  a  foUtary  mark  for  the  firft  in^ 
terefted  ufurper  to  fhoot  at.  Many  of  his  agents. 
In  fad,  as  foon  as  by  his  means  they  had  obtained 
independence,  and  even  luxury,  elevated  their 
views,  they  faw  the  folicitude  of  the  rabble  for  the 
downfal  of  royalty,  and  affected  to  fecond  it,  nay 
even  in  violation  of  known  truth,  pretended  to  have 
been  always  republicans.  To  the  defign  of  their 
adverfaries    of  forming  a  federal    republic,   they 

b  Moore^f  Journaly  ypl.  i.  p*4i9*    PlayfaiVt  Hiftory  of  Jacobin^ 
ifoi^  p.  694. 
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cppofed  that  of  a  triumvirate  or  didatorfhlp,  which, 
flattering  their  refpe£Hve  views  and  ambition,  di« 
vorced  them  ftill  more  effeduaily  from  the  intereds 
of  their  patron.  The  firft  ftcp  taken  by  the  con- 
vention  vras  to  decree  the  abolition  of  royalty  ;  this 
was  done  on  the  motion  of  Collot  d^Herbois,  with- 
out  oppofition,  all  the  members  who  were  prefent 
vied  in  giving  this  proof  of  their  being  animated 
with  the  prevailing  fpirit. 
iftfrgnifi*  At  this  period  the  unfortunate  and  worthlcfs 
tbT^rti^  Eg^lit€  percieved  the  inextricable  dilemma  into 
vention.  which  he  Was  drawn.  The  king  was  depofed,  but 
royalty  was  abolifhed,  confequently  there  was  no 
probability  ths^t  he  could  ever  be  regent.  Amongft 
other  popular  novelties,  mention  was  made  c^  an 
agrarian  law,  a  fyftem  which  he  had  no  longer  fuffi- 
cient  power  to  counteni£t,  and  to  which  his  remain- 
ing  property  was  a  moft  inviting  bait^.  He  &w 
that  the  Gironde,  except  a  few  individuals,  who 
were  fecretly  his  friends,  hated  him,  and  that  his 
own  worthlefs  confederates,  the  Mountain,  de- 
frauded and  betrayed  him.  Their  rapacity  drove 
him  to  the  moft  fcandalous  expedients  to  raife 
money,  and  inftead  of  a  throne  he  faw  that  he  was 
barely  purchafing  a  precarious  protection.  His 
importance  was  reduced  to  nothing.  In  the  con* 
vention,  which,  as  he  had  bought  it  with  his 
money,  he  expefted  to  ufe  as  a  property,  he  was 
the  moft  infignificant  of  all  members.  He  gene- 
rally attended  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  every 

c  With  all  his  profufioni  Orleans  was  never  generous  ;  and  though 
Itt  appeared  to  make  great  pecuniary  facrifices,  he  was  alway^  treio* 
blingiy  alive  to  an  attack  on  his  property.  He  carried  his  cupidity  to 
Aifrh  an  cxctfS)  that  he  aflualiy  made  a  lidiculous  application  to  the 
conftituent  aflfembly  for  four  million  one  hundred  and  fifty  eig)i( 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  livres  (1^1,949/,  3 1.  9</.)>  ^og^^.^^ 
with  tnterett  from  the  year  1717,  as  the  dower  promifed  to  L^ai^" 
Elizabeth  d^Orleans,  queen  of  Spain,  and  by  her  afiigned  oyer  tp  Ac 
anceftors  of  the  ^uke.  This  demand  was  referred  to  the  next  legiT- 
lative  body^  but  1  do  not  find  that  \t  was  ever  renewed.  See  Pebaies> 
13th  Jvne  1791. 
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day,  looked  round  him,  and  went  out  unnoticed  \ 
Jn  the  army  he  ftill  hoped  to  ml^ntain  his  influence 
by  means  of  Dumouriez,  who  continued  attached 
to  him,  and  ardent  in  promoting  his  fon  :  but  even 
on  this  he  could  not  depend,  as  he  faw  his  beft  mili- 
tary  friends  difgraced  or  led  to  the  fcafFold.  The 
battle  of  Jema|)pe,  which  raifed  the  fpirits  of  the 
populace  fo  high,  *and  in  the  account  of  which 
Dumouriez  praifed  Egalite's  eldeft  fon,  gave  him 
a  tranfient  gleam  of  funfliine,  and  emboldened  him 
foj"  the  firft  time,  to  Ipeak  in  the  convention  in 
praife  of  the  general ;  but  this  hope  was  of  fhort 
duration  ;  Marat  wai  bufy  with  his  libels  and  poft* 
ing-bills,  deftroying  the  reputation,  and  throwing 
fufpicion  on  the  charafter  of  thi$  fortunate  warrior  ; 
and  Pache,  the  war  minifter,  was  crippling  all  his 
operations, 

Durii^g  the  king's  trial  Orleans  difplayed,  in  v^  Conduft 
remarkable  manner,  the  prevalence  of  revenge  over  ^^^l^  ^^ 
ambition-  He  could  not  reafonably  entertain  hopes  niaf.* 
that  he  fhould  ever  be  enabled  to  afcend  the  throne 
after  the  formal  abolition  of  royalty,  and  the  de- 
claration of  fome  members,  that  they  voted  againfl: 
Louis  more  for  the  crime  of  having  been  a  king 
than  for  any  other.  Perhaps  the  approach  of  Du- 
mouriez to  the  capital  was  in  confequence  of  a 
concerted  plan,  to  gratify,  under  fome  form,  the 
ambition  of  Orleans,  and  infpired  new  hopes. 
There  js  no  doubt  that  the  Mountain  ufed  every 
pffort  of  terror  and  conciliation  to  keep  him  firm  to 
their  iijterefts,  as  they  were  apprehenfive  that  even 
a  finde  vote  might  determine  the  queftion  againft 
them/  By  his  means,  during  the  apf>el  nominal^  th^ 
doors  of  tne  convention  were  furrounded  by  aflTaffins, 
who  frightened  with  clamour,  and  threatened  with 
their  daggers,  all  whom  they  fufpefted  of  oppofing 
their  view3.  % 


4  Moore*!  Journal,  toI.  i(.  p,  248. 
4  Journal  <ie  Clery,  p^  198, 
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i73i'  Whatever  were  the  wiflies  and  hopes  of  Orleans, 
HisTotes.  j^  j^jgj^^  Y)e  expeftdl  that  he  would  abftain  from 
voting  on  the  quemon  which  decided  the  fete  of 
his  unfortunate  coufin,  but  he  was  referved  to  ex- 
hibit depravity  in  all  its  difgufting  nudity,  withqut 
even  the  veil  which  fear  or  hypocrify  fupply,  when 
better  motives  are  wanting.  The  manner  in  which 
his  vote  on  the  firft  queftion,  "  Is  Louis  guilty  ?" 
was  received,  might  have  convinced  him  mat  ho- 
nour, decency,  and  even  his  perfonal  fafety  required 
that  he  fhould  abflain  from  giving  an  opinion  on 
the  other  two.  As  foon  as  the  monofyllable  Ota 
efcaped  his  lips,  the  convention,  by  loud  murmurs, 
teftified  aftonifhment.  On  the  fecond  queftion, 
*'  of  referring  the  punilhment  to  the  nation  in  pri- 
**  mary  affemblies,'*  he  voted  with  the  Mountain 
againft  the  reference,  and  the  fame,  murmurs  tefti- 
fied the  fame  feelings,  He  had  an  interval  for 
refleftion  after  thefe  hints,  before  the  third  appel 
nominal  came  on.  The  queftion  was  *'  What  pu- 
*'  niftiment  had  Louis  incurred  ?"  On  this  point 
he  renewed  the  furprife  and  horror  of  the  affembly, 
and  entailed  on  himfelf  the  execration  of  every 
feeling  mind,  by  the  memorable  fentence  which  he 
read  from  the  tribune :  "  Uniquement  occupe  de  men 
'*'  devoir^  tonvaincu  que  tous  ceux  qui  ont  attemSj  ou 
**  attenieroient  par  la  fuite^  a  la  fouverdinete  du 
**  peuple  7nerltent  la  mort^  Je  vote  pourjlamort. 
*'  Influenced  by  no  coniideration  but  that  of  per- 
*'  forming  my  duty,  convinced  that  all  who  have 
**  confpired,  or  who  fliall  hereafter  confpire,  againft 
^^  the  fovereignty  of  the  people  deferve  death,  I 
^'  VOTE  f OR  DBATH.'*  The  horror  excited  by  this 
trait  of  villiuiy  could  hardly  be  fuppreffedj  the- 
affembly  was  in  a  general  ferment ;  one  member, 
ftarting  from  his  feat,  and  ftriking  his  hands  to- 
gether, exclaimed,  j4h  /  hfeclerat  I  many  repeated 
that  expreffion,  and  Ob  !  Fhorreur!  Ob  /  le  monjire  V 

^  See  Moore's  Journal,  toU  ii.  p.  577.  580.    Neckcr  on  the  Refo- 
)ution9  vol.  i.' p.  493. 
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This  conduft,  which  excited  great  indignation  Heroic 
in  the  people  \  produced  no  other  efFeft  in  the  ^^  "ki*"^ 
king's  mind  than  a  fenfe  of  the  degraded  (late  of 
his  worthlefs  perfecutor.  "  I  do  not  know,"  he 
fcud,  *'  what  I  have  done  to  my  coufin  to  make 
•'  him  behave  to  me  in  the  manner  he  has  ;  but  he 
"  is  to  be  pitied.  He  is  ftill  more  unfortunate  than 
"  I  am.  I  certainty  would  not  change  conditions 
**  with  him*"."  Orleans  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
pleafed  fpedlator  of  the  cataftrophe  of  this  horrid 
tragedy.  Accompanied  by  his  eldeft  fon,  he  faw  with 
a  fmile,  from  the  Pont  de  Louis  XVL  the  decapita* 
tion  of  the  virtuous  monarch  *. 

Whatever  might  be  tlje  hopes  of  Orleans  at  this  Terror  of 
moment,  whether  he  had  any  latent  expeftations  ^'^'^ani. 
from  the  promifes  or  principles  of  the  Mountain, 
or  whether  his  ambition  confined  itfelf  to  the  tran* 
quil  enjoyment  of  the  remains  of  his  property,  - 
cannot  be  determined,  but  the  day  of  the  king's 
death  put  an  end  to  all  hisr  comforts.  He  was 
alarmed  by  anonymous  notes  threatening  him  with 
affaffination  and  with  poifon,  and  loadmg  him  with 
every  reproach:  he  furrounded  himfelf  with  a 
guard  of  Jans  culottes  formidably  armed,  who  pre- 
vented all  aceefs  to  him,  except  after  the  minuteft 
fcrutiny  :  he  never  ilept  twice  together  in  the  fame 
room,  and  frequently  changed  his  apartment  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night :  he  wore  armour  under  his 
clothes,  and  took  every  other  precaution  which  fear 
and  jealoufy  could  fuggeft.  To  the  dread  of  affaffin- 
ation was  added  that  of  public  impeachment;  he  knew 
that  a  word  from  the  Mountain  conftituted  his 
death  warrant ;  and  to  obtain  their  forbearance,  he  ^ 
facrificed  to  their  cupidity  every  thing  which  would 
^'aife  money ;  plate,  furniture,  pictures,  gems,  all 
Were  foM.   His  virtuous  lady,  who  had  long  mourned 


t  Journal  dc  Clcry,  p.  loi. 

^  Bertrand*s  MemoirSy  vol.  iti.  p.  165. 

^  P«ltier*»  IjTte  Figure  of  Paris,  YoU  ii.  p.  45. 
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the  effeAs  of  his  vices  and  ambition,  ftruck  with  the 
prevailing  horror  at  his  late  condud,  and  urged  by 
her  friends,  obtained  a  fepatation  irozn  him,  and 
retired  to  the  houfe  of  her  lather. 
Sappofed       For  fome  time  after  the  death  of  Louis  XVI.  it 
Sit  Aiwur  ^*^  fuppofed  that   the  partifans  of  Egalite'  were 
'  fecretly  labouring  to  procure  his  appointment  to  the 
proteftcu-ate  ^.    This  fufpicion  was  carried  by  fome 
to  a  moft  ridiculous  excefs ;  one  deputy  affirmed, 
that  Robefpierre  and  the  commune   of   Paris  had 
confpired  to  raife  Egalite  to  the  throne,  and  that 
EgaUtc  had  promifed  to  make  Robefpierre  prime 
minifter  for  lifej  and  convert  the  national  into  a 
municipal  reprefentatipn,  in  which  the  reprefentatives 
of  Paris  ihould  be  exclufively   legiilators  for  all 
soth  Mar.  France  \    A  confpiracy  of  fome  kmd  was  entered 
into,  and  excited  much  alarm.     Orleans  was  gene- 
rally underftood  to  be  aftively  concerned  in  it,  but 
what  end  was  propofed,  or  how  it  failed,  are  (till 
infcrutable  myfteries.      BriiTot    cxhaufled  bis  in- 
genuity in  conjeftures  ™,  and  Garat  avows  his  in- 
ability to  explain  the  matter  °. 
Total  de-      The  failure  of  this  undefined  projeft  completed  the 
h\^\n'      ^^^  ^^  Orleans,  his  few  remaining  partifans  fpeediiy 
fluence.     deferted  him.     Before  the  king's  death,  Buzot  and 
Louvet  had  moved  for  his  banifliment,  but  they 
were  oppofed  by  the  Mountain,  who  apprehended 
that  the  lofs  of  his  vote  and  influence  would  be 
fatal  to  their  views  **,  and  particularly  by  Robef- 
pierre, who  virulently  inveighed  againft  this  new 
fpecies  of  .oftracifm  ^.      They  procured  an  adjoum- 
•jdMar.  nient  of  the  queftion  till  after  the  king's  trial.    The 
popular  fociety  of  Amiens  fent  a  letter  requiring  an 

^  Miles's  Condufi  of  France  towards  Great  Briuio  esaniDcd) 
p.  150- 

i  Garat*t  Memoirs,  p.  197.  .  # 

n  BiKTot  to  his  Conftituents,  p.  86. 

a  Garat*s  Memoirs,  p.  X14.  126.  .  . 

•  See  Debates  of  16th  and  X9th  December  179a. 

f  See  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commettansj  vol.  i.  p.  485* 
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irrevocable  decree  of  baniihment  agamic  all  the 
Bourbons,  but  as  they  imprudently  added  a  requeft 
that  a  decree  of  accufation  might  be  pronounced 
againft  Marat  and  fome  other  demagogues,  the 
convention  pafled  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Robef-  «7«h-j 
pierre  alfo  moved  that  all  the  relations  of  the  late 
king  fhould  be  baniflied,  but  with  the  like  fuccefs. 

The  flight  of  Dumouriez,  and  the  obvious  con-  Flight  of 
neftion  of  that  general  with  the  Orleans  family,  J?^^^']'''"' 
completely  fubjeflted  Egalite  to  his  adverfaries.     In 
vain  he  profeued  in  the  convention  his  refolution 
to  instate  the  elder  Brutus,  in  facrificing  his  fon  to 
his  country  ;  his  deftrudion  was  doomed,  and  he 
had  neither  virtue,  property,  or  friends  to  defend  or 
confole   him.     When   the  news    of   Dumouriez's  ift  April, 
treafon  arrived,  la  Source  moved  that  Egalite  and 
JSiliery  fliould  be  taken  into  cuftody,  but  having 
implicated  Danton  in  his  cenfures,  the  debate  took 
another    turn.     He  was,  however,  that  fame  day 
ilruck  out  of  the  books  of  the  Jacobin  club.     He      sch- 
was next  indireftly  denounced  by  Barbaroux,  but    . 
as  that  deputy  contented  himfelf  with  requiring  that 
Valence,  and  all  perfons  conhefted  with  the  family    . 
of  Orleans,  fhould  be  arrefled,  Egalite  feconded  the 
motion,  and  thus  obtained  a  momentary  reprieve. 
This  lenity  was  perhaps  merely  owing  to  the  uncer^ 
tainty  which  attended  the  final  event  of  Dumourlez's 
exertions,  for  fo  foon  as  his  want  of  power  was  dif- 
covered,  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  became 
more  decifive/^     Marat  moved,  that  as  there  were      7tfc« 
no  proofs*  againfl  Egalite,  his  charafter  of  deputy  ^^^^ 
&ould  be  refpefted,  but  a  letter  having  been  read  Oricani. 
relating  a  converfation  which  he  had  held,  in  which 
lie  alluded   to  the   probability  of  his  being  king, 
Boyer  Fonfrede  moved,  that  all  the  members  of  the 
Bourbon  family  fhould  be  retained  as  hoflage$  for 
the  arrefled    commiffioners,  which    was    decreed. 
Marat,  a  few  days  afterwards,  faid,  that  he  couW  not     mh. 
tell  whether  phillippe  Egalite  was  a. traitor,  but  that 
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he  knew  him  tdlbe  a  man  without  morals,  without 
capacity,  and  without  honour  '^. 
7th  May.       When,  in  confequence  of  the  decree  granted  on 
^^wd'  Boyer's  motion,  Orleans    was  taken  into  cuftody, 
^*       '   he  wrote  to  the  convention  to  be  informed  whether 
the  decree  was  meant  to  extend  to  him,  an  affirm- 
ative burft  from  every  mouth.     He  protefted  againft 
his  detention,  on  the  principle  of  his  inviolability 
as  a  reprefentative  of  the  people ;  but  they  pafled 
to  the  order  of  the  day ;  and  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  Abbaye.    At  the  approach  of  the  guards  who 
came  to  arrefl:  him,  he  feinted  away,  and  on  his 
being  put   in  prifon,   exhibited  every  appearance 
iitti.     Qf  abjeSnefs    and  terror.      He    was  removed  to 
MarfiSies,  Marfeilles,  together  with  feveral  others  of  his  fa- 
mily, and  there  confined.     The   firft  violence  of 
his  grief  and  fear  having  fubHded,  he  gave  him- 
felf  up  to  the  enjoyment  of  every  fpecies  of  lux- 
ury and  debauchery  in  his  power.  ^  He  underwent 
an  interrogatory  before  the  crimmal  tribunal  of 
Marfeilles,  but  they  having  no  inftruAions,  pro- 
nounced him  not  guilty.    They  were  foon  however 
informed  of  the  difpofition  of  the  convention,  and 
inftead  of  enlarging  him  after  his  acquittal,  confined 
him  in  a  clofe  and  damp  dungeon.  "^ 

7th  June.       From  this  place  he  wrote  to  the  convention,  hum- 
i^'con^  ^'y  fupplicating  that  they  would  lighten  his  chains, 
▼ention.    if  not  reftore  him  to  liberty ;   expreflSing  a  hope 
that  their  definitive  judgment  would  be  in  his  fa- 
vour, and  that  they  would  grant  him  that  Kbaty 
which  he  had  never  emfdoyed  but  for  the  good  of 
his  country.     This  addrefs  however^  produced  no 
effe£t5  and  he  was  for  fome  time  apparently  for* 
jsth  July,  gotten.     Ill  the  report  made  by  BiUaud  Varenne$ 
refpefting  the  itaprifoned  deputies,   he  was  only 
flightly  implicated  on  account  of  hSs  conneflfofi 
withPetion. 

«  SetJOf^eft.    , 
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At  length,  afta:  he  had  fuflFered  Ibear  (ix  rm 
ikhprifonment  at  Marfeilles,  Amar  made  his  jfa: 
report  againft  the  Briflbtines,  and  Orleans  wa 
phcated  in  many  of  the  charges.  Billaud  Var( 
immediately  faid,  *^  Let  not  the  Convention  f 
**  one  man,  whpni  every  fentence  of  the  repot 
*'  cufes  of  the  moft  Criminal  intentions :  I  i 
**  that  i^hilippe  Egalit^  be  comprifed  in  the  d 
'*  of  accufation  which  delivef^  all  the  confpir 
"  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal  of  Paris.'* 
motion  being  received  with  applaufe,  Billau 
continuation  propofed,  that  the  votes  on  this 
jeft  ihould  be  taken  by  dppel  nominal:  this 
pleafcd  Robefpierre,  ivho  oppofed  the  new  mi 
with  fome  afperity  ;  and  at  length  it  ^s  decrei 
the  original  form.  When  the  people  were  infoi 
bf  the  event,  they  exprefled  the  gireateft  fatisfa^ 
iand  rent  the  air  with  crieii  of  Vive  la  republique 

He  waii  foon  afterwards  brought  to  Paris, 
lodged  in  the  Conciei-gerie  till  the  day,  of  hi§ 
The  jailor  gave  him  a  good  bed  in  his  own  fo 
^nd  he  appeared  perfeftly  indifferent  to 
fate  i  ate,  drank,  and  llept  with  ,  apparent 
quilfity^  never  fpeaking  of  public  affairs  *.  He 
at  length  put  on  his  trial,  together  with  one  ( 
tard,  ^fo  a  deputy ;  and  defended  by  his  old  s 
and  ftedfaft  adherent,  Voidel.  The  interrog^ 
i^hich  is  one  of  the  iniquitous  forms  of  Gallic  \ 
prudence,  cHarged  him  principally  with  a  cor 
tioQ  with  the  Briffotines,  and  with  an  expreflic 
^ae  Poultier,  a  deputy,  conveying  an  idea  tha 
^  to  be  king.  The  jury,  with  their  cuftoi 
uaaiumity  and  inattention  to  the  prifoner's  deft 
fooxul  mm  guilty  of  a  confpiracy  againft  the  i 
and  indivifibiltty  of  the  republic^  and  he  was  ord 
for  Immediate  execution* 

'  PtIntetA  >  Proca  dci  Bour^ns,  ?oi.  iii.  |^.  15S 


His  unex-  Hc  was  dfawH  to  the  Place  de  la  Revolution  m  a 
towage  ^^^9  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^*^^  perfons,  who  difplayed  the 
moft  dreadful  appreheufions ;  but,  on  tlus  awful  oc- 
eafion,  Orleans  exhibited  an  elevadon  of  mind, 
Ij^rhich,  had  it  been  his  portion  in  more  profperous 
days,  would  have  iiifured  him  happinefs  and  re- 
putation. His  being  intended  for  execution  on  that 
day  was  fo  little  known  in  Paris,  that  very  few 
people  were  prefent  when  firft  he  afcended  the  cart, 
but  the  rumour  foon  flew  and  attrafled  innumerable 
gazerSt  They  reproached  him  in  the  coarfeft  terms 
with  all  the  crimes  of  his  paft  life,  his  debaucheries, 
hi«  aifailinations,  his  perfidy,  his  vote  againft  the 
king,  every  thing  memory  could  fuggeft.  When 
the  cart  reached  the  falais  royal,  with  a  refinement 
in  cruelty  truly  Parifian,  they  made  it  ftop  ten  rai- 
uutes,  to  obferve  the  effeft  produced  by  contemplat- 
ing the  fcene  of  his  grandeur  and  debaucheries. 
On  this  great  day  he  difappointed  the  hopes  of 
malevolence ;  he  maintained,  during  his  whole  pro- 
grefs,  a  ferenity  of  countenance  and  dignity  of  de- 
portment altogether  princely.  He  looked  at  the 
falais  royal,  and  read  the  infcription  on  the  front 
denoting  it  to  be  national  property,  without  the  leall 
apparent  emotion.  The  populace,  difappomted  of 
their  expefted  entertainment,  at  length  permitted 
him  to  proceed.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  t^e  place 
of  execution  he  entered  into  converfation  with  a 
prieft  who  was  allowed  to  attend  the  prifoners,  and 
fo  continued  till  he  came  to  the  foot  of  the  fcaffold, 
where,  without  lofing  for  a  moment  the  intrepidity, 
e^nd  death,  fo  recently  acquired,  he  fubmitted  to  the  knife  of 
the  guillotine,  which  terminated  his  esdftence  in  the 
forty ^feventh  year  of  his  age,  in  lefs  than  ten  months 
after  the  murder- of  the  king,  which  he  had  oc* 
cafioned  by  fo  much  expenc^,  fo  much  intrigue,  and 
fo  many  crimes.  His  body  was  thrown  without  di- 
ftindion  amid  the  crowd  of  cafcafes  which  daily 
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butehefy  coftfigned  to  the  burying-ground  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen. 

Thus  periflied  this  abandoned  prmce,  whom  it  is  Qbfenr* 
how  a  common  mode  of  fpeech  to  call  the  monjier  ^''°*** 
E^litL  He  fubverted  a  throne  without  courage  or 
confiftency  fufficient  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  refult  of 
his  own  efforts ;  and  fquandered  an  immenfe  for- 
tune with  fo  little  judgment,  that  at  his  death  he 
fcarcely  poffeffed  a  fingle  friend.  He  was  tacitly  ex- 
cepted, after  the  fell  of  Robefpierre,  from  the  vote 
of  ceiifure  which  the  moderes  caufed  to  be  paffed  on 
the  murderers  of  the  other  deputies,  as  no  one  had 
integrity  or  courage  enough  to  propofe  including 
him  in  the  lift.  His  name  will  remain  to  pofterity  a 
perpetual  warning  to  individuals  of  overgrown  pro- 
perty, againft  the  folly  of  entering  into  popular  con- 
fpiracies,  and  becoming  the  dupes  of  men  of  defpe- 
rate  fortune  and  daring  ambition '. ' 

I  fhall  avoid  further  difcuffion  of  the  charafter  of 
Orleans,  by  prefenting  to  the  reader  the  following 
animated  comparifon,  which  a  late  noble  and  learned 
author  has  drawn  with  equal  fpirit  and  feeling. 

^*  It  is  afiliftive  to  have  lived  to  find,  in  an  age 
"  called  not  only  civilized  but  enlightened,  in  this 
"  eighteenth  century,  that  fuch  horrors,  fuch  un- 
"  paralleled  crimes  have  been  difplayed  on  the 
"  moft  confpicuous  theatre  in  Europe,  in  Paris, 
"  the  rival  of  Athens  and  Rome ;  that  I  am  forced 
"  to  allow,  that  a  multiplicity  of  criniies,  which  I 
"  had  weakly  fuppofed  were  too  manifold  and  too 
"  abfurd  to  have  been  perpetrated  even  in  a  very 
"  dark  age,  and  in  a  northern  ifland,  not  only  not 
"  commencing  to  be  poliflied,  but  inured  to  bar- 
^^  barous  manners,  and  hardened  by  long  and  bar* 

*  Playfair,  aHudins  to  his  firmnefs  on  the  day  of  hts  death,  with 
great  juftice  and  conhderable  humour  fays,  "  The  duke  of  Orleans 
"  was  a  coward  from  calculation,  rather  than  from  nature.  Whea 
*'  there  w»s  any  mode  of  efcaping,  or  when  he  had  an  alternative^  he 
"  never  riiked  himfeif.**    Hiftoiy  of  Jacobin ifm,  p«6o4.  n. 

T  2  "  barous 
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'NOTWITHSTANDING  the  curfofity  cxcitcd  by 
■*^^  the  conduft  and  writings  of  Pain,  and  by 
his  being  the  only  Englifliman  who  has  appeared  as 
a  legiflator  in  France,  I  fhould  have  felt  an  invinci- 
ble repugnance  to  the  labour  of  following  him 
through  all  the  mazes  of  guilt  and  fraud,  and 
tracing  him  from  a  difhoneft  obfcurity  to  his  prefent 
ftate  of  infamous  notoriety,  but  the  more  difguffing 
and  fatiguing  part  of  the  tafk  has  been  already  per- 
formed with  fo  much  perfpicuity  and  ability,  that 
what  remains  becomes  eafy  and  comparatively 
pleafaAt.  The  publication  on  which  I  have  relied 
for  the  fa£ts  ftated  in  thefe  Memoirs,  is  mtided, 
"  The  Life  of  Thomas  Pain,  the  Author  of  the  fedi- 
**  tious  Writings,  intitled  Rights  of  Man,  by  Francis 
**  Oldys^  A.  Mv  of  the  Univerfity  of  Pennfylvania ;" 
a  work  which,  from  unqueftionable  information,  I  can 
venture  to  cite  as  the  produftion  of  Mr.  Chalmers,  the 
well-known  writer  of  the  Lives  of  De  Foe  and  Ruddi- 
man.  This  work  was  firft  publiihed "  when  Pain, 
making  a  violent  effort  to  emerge  from  the  obfcurity 
in  which  he  had  remained  ever  fince  the  peace  of 
1783,  declared  himfelf  the  opponent  of  Burke, 
and  the  champion  of  the  French  revolution.  It  has 
been  fo  well  received  as  to  have  paffed  through  ten 
editions ;  and  as  the  author  himfelf  has  obler\'ed, 

n  It  has  been  fincc  abridged  by  William  Cobbett^  the  American, 
who  writes  under  the  name  oT  Peler  Porcupine. 

«  Mr. 


^V  Mr.  Pain  has  noticed  the  Life  in  his  Seco 
"  of  the  Rights  of  Man ;  yet,  however  ur 
**  i^te^efl:,  or  quickened  by  ihame,  he  has  r 
"  troverted  one  aflertion,  he  has  not  explain 
"  incident ;  he  ha^  confirmed  fome  fafts, 
**  denying  any .:  and,  of  coiifequence,  he  1 
"  mitted  the  whole  of  the  narrative  to  b 
**  which  indeed  could  not  be  difputed, 
^'  coBitradiding  dates  and  invalidating  re 
Relying  on  their  admiffion,  and  on  the  kno> 
rafter  of  the  author,  I  fliall  abridge  his  n: 
and  diftinguifh  the  notes  for  which  I  am  ii 
to  his  diligence  and  accuracy  by  the  fignature 
Thomas  Pain''  was  born  at  Thetford 
county  of  Norfolk,  His  father,  Jofeph  Pal 
the  fon  of  a  fmall,  but  reputably  farmer; 
maker  by  t^-ade,  and  a  quaker  by  religion  ; 
ther  was  Frances  Cocke,  the  daughter  of  an  a 
at  Thetford.  For  marrying  according  to  th< 
of  the  church,  Jofeph  Pain  was  expelled  th 
munity  of  quakers,  but  that  benevolent  fe 
tinned  to  pity  his  diftreffes  through  life,  : 
relieve  his  wants,  The  father  and .  mothe 
live4  to  know  their  fon's  vices,  to  pity  h 
fortunes,  to  hear  of  his  fame,  but  to  partal 
of  his  bounty  ^.  It  arofe,  probably,  frpm  th< 
of  the  father,  and  the  eccentricity  of  the  r 
tfiat  Thomas  Pajn  was  never  baptized,  or  re 
received  into  the  bofom  of  any  church,  thoi 

^  This  man^s  real  name  is  Pa'm ;  his  fi^itious  name  is  Pa 
final  *:  for,  his  father's  name  was  Pain ;  and  his  own  name 
when  he  married,  when  he  corrcfponded  with  the  exciir,  and 
fiift  appeared  in  America  :  but,  finding  fome  inconvenience  i 
name,  or  (eeing  fome  advantage  in  a  fi^itious  one,  he  thu 
the  name  of  his  family.— O. 

^  Jofeph  Pain  was  buried  at  Thetford  op  the  14th  of  1 
J786,  aged  78,— Frances  Pain,  widow,  was  buried  on  th 
May  1789,  and  recorded  to  be  94  s'  but,  as  (he  vas  born  ii 
'^97-8,  the  pari (h  regifter  makes  her  age  to  be  greater  tha 
though  ilve  had  far  outlived  the  period  wbic^i  \%  afligned 

t«l8.— O, 

T4 


was  conifatndd  by  the  bUhop  of  Norvrlch.    ^Ws 

kit  circumftance  was  owing  to  the  zeal  of  Mrs. 

Cocke,  his  aunt,  a  woman  of  fuch  goodneft,  that 

though  fhe  lived  on  a  fmall  annuity,  fhe  imparted 

(nuch  of  her  little  income  to  his  mother,  while  he 

was  not  very  foUcitous  about  his  aged  parent,  amidft 

his  cares  for  mankind. 

feaueation.      Pain,  who  was  educated  at  the  free-fchool  of  Thst- 

ford,  under  Mr.  Knowles,  was  deemed  a  (harp  boy  of 

unfettled    application,    but    left   no    performances 

which  denote  juvenile  vigour  or  uncommon  attain* 

ments ;    his    ftudies    were    confined    to    reading, 

Lttmt  the  writing,  and  arithmetic.     At  the  age  of  thirteen 

uaacqfa   |jg  igfj  f^j^QQi  ^Q  |g^^  jjjg  father'^  bufmefs,  and 

maker.      continued  to  work  with  him  at  Thetford  for  five 

years,  except  a  fliort  period  during  which  he  was 

employed  by  a  couiin,  who  was  alfo  a  ftay-maker 

at  Shipdam  in  Norfolk '. 

t7S«-         At  the  age  of  luneteen  he  went  to  London, 

Sndon.    ^^^^^  ^^  *^  fuppofed  to  have  remained  about  two 

'     years,  but  no  trace  of  him  is  difcovercd,  except  that 

M  worked  for  fome  with  Morris,  a  very  noted 

»75«-     ftay-maker,  in    Hanover-^ftreet,  Long  Acre.     He 

ToPover.  ^^^  eftablifted  himfelf  at  Dover  with  Grace,  a 
ftay-maker,  of  whom,  under  pretence  of  an  attach- 
ment to  his  daughter,  he  contrived  to  borrow  ten 
pounds,  to  fet  up  as  a  mafter  ftay-maker  at  Sand- 
wich, but  he  neither  married  the  lady  or  repaid  the 
Money. 

Apr.Tr59«      At  Sandwich  he  lodged  with  Mrs.  Fifher  irf  the 

&mdVich  fifli-nxarkct,  at  ^hofe  houfe  he  collefted  ?  congre: 

s  He  indeed  tells  himfelf  (Rights,  part  u«  p.  9^1  what  furely  c«n- 
Hot  be  true,  <•  That  wh«n  littte  more  thtn  ilxteen  years  of  age,  I 
^*  entered  on  hoard  the  Terrible  privateer,  Capt.  Death.**  He  was 
certainly  born  on  the  29th  of  January  1736-7  t  he  was,  of  courftj 
jlixteen  on  the  19th  of  January  1753.  But  the  yfzr  was  not  dccUi^, 
fl^in  ft  France  till  the  17th  of  May  1756,  when  he  had  enteitd  into 
his  twentieth  year.  The  Terrible  was  fitted  out  probably  in  the  fofl"" 
flier  of  1756,  and  was  certainly. captured  in  January  1757*  '^ 
fads  evince  how  little  Pa'm  is  to  be  trufted^  wb^  he  does  pftteflfl  ^^ 
give  a  pa/Tase  of  hi^  own  life.-»0. 


^^ 


g^tloo,  to  whom  he  preached  as  an  indept 
pr  a  methodift.  He  alio  wrote  a  fhort  poem 
was  nevar  publilhed,  on  a  perfon  in  jaol,  w 
reftored  to  life  and  reafon  after  he  had  att^ 
felf-deftru£Hon.  Here  he- married  Mary  La 
the  daughter  of  James  Lambert,  who  had  b 
cxdfeman,  and  afterwards  a  IheriflF's  officer 
was  waiting-woman  to  the  wife  of  Richard 
an  eminent  wooUen-draper,  an4  is  ftill  prai 
her  own  fex  as  having  been  a  pretty  girl  of 
behaviour  *.  Whether  he  was  difappointed 
expeftcd  fortune,  or  urged  by  natural  favage 
uncertain,  but  ere  two  months  had  clapfed, 
ufage  of  his  unfortunate  wife  was  notorious, 
former  miftrefs,  dame  Solly,  however,  relie\ 
^tbconftant  folicitude.  Pain  foon  after  his  m 
fook  a  houfe  next  the  Board-yard  on  Dolphi 
without  being  able  to  furnim  if.  Rutter, 
fpeftable  unholfterer  of  Sandwich,  fupplie 
with  fuch  furniture  as  he  wanted,  but  beii 
barrafled  with  debts  and  goaded  by  duns,  I 
obliged  to  depart  from  Sandwich  in  the  nighl 
Ms  wife.  He  took  with  him  the  ftays  belonj 
a  cuftomer,  a  ftove  and  other  articles  of  fu 
from  his  houfe,  the  property  of  the  upho 
He  left  at  Sandwich  a  bad  charafter,  whit 
defcended  to  the  prefent  times,  and  has  indu« 
inhabitants  to  remark  that  not  a  fmgle  anea: 
bim  is  remembered  which  is  favourable  to  his 
pharafter. 

From  Sandwich  he  went  to  Ms^rgate,  wl: 
fold  the  furniture  he  had  fo  difhoneftly  obt 
^  aft,  which,  bad  the  l^^ws  been  duly  en: 

^  •  In  the  church  regiftcr  there  is  the  following  entry :  " 
^  Pain,  of  the  pariib  of  St.  Pei«r*8,  in  the  town  of  Sandwich 
*  pacbelor,  and  Mary  Lanabert,  of  the  faine  parifli^  fpind 
]\  married  in  tliis  church,  by  licence,  thie  »7th  djiy  of  Se| 
'  by  me  William  Buncc.  reaor.  In  the  prefence  of  Thomai 
;.  u?''l*^^*'y'  J^^n  Jottin.    (Signed)  Tlwinas  Pain,  Ma 


would  probably  have  precipitated  his  voyage  to 
America^  and  given  him  an  additional  claim  to 
patronage  in  France,  He  ftayed  at  Margate  only 
if/hile  he  fettled  his  afTalri),  and  then  departed  for 
London. 
Ctyp]ee-  From  this  period  it  remains  uncertain  what  fate 
r^ainV  attended  his  wife  ;  by  feme  the  is  Iiud  have  periihed 
huwiic,  on  the  road 5  of  ill  ufage  and  a  premature  birth: 
the  women  of  Sandwich  are  pofitive  that  flie  died 
in  the  Britilh  Lying-in  Holjiital,  in  Broi^iJoW' 
ilreet,  Long  Acre ;  but  the  regifter  of  this  charity, 
which  is  kept  with  commendable  accuracy,  evinces 
that  (he  had  not  been  received  into  this  laudable  refuge 
of  female  wretchednefs ;  and  there  are  others  who 
have  convinced  themfelves  by  diligent  inquiry ,  that 
ilie  h  flill  alive,  though  the  extreme  obfcurity  uf 
her  retreat  prevents  ready  difcovery  ^ 

Convinced  by  long  experience  that  he  was  defi- 
cient  in   fome   cffential   requifite,  either  ability  or 
induftry,  to  fucceed  as  a  ftay-makeij  he  fixed  his 
July  1761.  hopes  on  obtaining  a    place    in    the    excife-     To 
qualify  himfelf  for  this  fituation,  and  obtain,  in  the 
meantime,    a    neceilary  fubiiltence,    he   retired  to 
ifi  Dfc,  his  father*s    houfe,   and   after  fourteen  months  of 
J761.     fludy   and    trials,    obtained  a    gratification  of  his 
phtcrTn  ^  wJfhes,  through  the  kindnefs  of  Mn  Cockfedge,  the 
itwotciie,  learned  recorder  of  Thetford.     He  was  immediately 
fent  as  afupcrnumerary  to  gage  the  brewers'  calks  at 
%th  Aug.   Grantham,  and  afterwards  to  watch  the  fmuggters 
1764.     of  Alford  ;   but   he  did  not  long  retain  his  olEc€, 
^J^^^'   beings  f^i"  l^me   reafon  at  prefent   unknown,  dif* 
1*7^5!^*  miffed  in  a  year  after  his  arrival  at  that  place. 
Goes  to         He  was  now  reduced  to  the  mofl  abjeft  ftate  of 
Unddp,    indigence,  in  want  of  food,  raiment,  and  flielter. 

**  A  diligent  fearch  in  (he  bofiks  of  the  London  Lymg^in  Hofpit''* 
if)  xht  Ciry  Kosdi  i^ound  no  fuch  perfon  as  Mri.  Fain  to  have  difd  En 
if  durinjj  I  he  years  1760  or  1761  \  tioi  h  it  true,  as  bath  been  p*'" 
firivtSy  afiertfti  in  the  newfpFtperi^  that  (he  is  now  Jiving  m  ttewo^^" 

n 
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In  this  miferable  condition  he  returned  to  Londqn^ 
where  he  was  fupported  by  the  difmterefted  bene- 
volence of  fome  humane  individuals  till  he  was  re-  R^ftored^ 
ftored  to  the  excife,  \  '''^J^^ 

Hia  reftoration,    however,   not  being  attended  ufterai 
with  immediate  employment,  he  was  obliged  to  accept  *"  **^*-. 
an  engagement  as  Englifli  ufher  with  Mr.  Noble,    ^^' 
who  kept  the  great  aca4emy  in  Leman-ftreet,  Goodr 
man's-fields,  from  whom  he  received  twenty  pounds 
a-year,  and  an  additional  five  pounds  for  finding  his 
own  lodging.     Here  he  continued   till   Chriftmas, 
diiliked  by  the  miftrefs,  who  yet  remembers  him, 
and  hated  by  the  boys,  who  were  terrified  by  his 
harfhnef?.     During  this  period  he  lodged  with  one 
Oliver,  ^  hair-dreffer  in  Whitechapel,  by  whom  he 
is  ftill  recollefted  \     From  Mr.  Noble,  who  relin- 
quiflied  him  without  regret,  he.  went  to  Mr.  Gard-     ^rh* 
nor's,  a  reputable  fchool  at  Kenfington,  but  he  re- 
mained there  only  three  months. 

Among   other  fagacious  difcoveries  with  which  J^efironi 
Mr.  Pain   has,   of  late   years,  benefited   mankind,  o^Jg]"^,* 
there  is  one  very  remarkable,  that  the  knowledge  of 
a  clergymen  is  confined  to  a,  b,  ab,  and  hie,  hsec, 
}ioc.       Yet   even    this   contemptible    modicum    of 
fcience  was  wanting,  at  this  period  to  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  Mr.  Pain's  views  of  intereft  or  ambi- 
tion.    He  was  defirous  of  taking  orders,  and  ap- 
plied to   Mr.  Noble  for  a  certificate  of  his  qualifica- 
tion, which  that  gentleman  very  properly  refufed 
on  account  his  limited  education.     Difappointed  in  Becomes 
his  wifli  of  regular  ordination.  Pain  felt  no  abate-  *  ^*^^" 
ment  of  his  defire  to  be  a  preacher,  but  gratified  ^****^  ^' 
himfelf  by  holding  forth  to  promifcuous  audiences 
in  Moorfields,  and  other  populous  places. 

At  length  he  obtained  a  regular  employ  as  an  Mar.  176s* 
excife  officer,   being    fent,  after  fome   delays,   to  i^^ 

^  Thefc  references  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Nob^c  and  Mr.' Oliver 
arc  taken  from  •*  The  Life  of  Pain,"  and,  of  couiTe,  apply  to  the  time 
of  publilhin^  tht  iirft  edition  of  that  work,  17^1. 

Lewes 


^8+  PAIN. 

« 

Lewes  in  SuiTex,  At  this  place,  by  his  devotion  to  tHe 
bottle,  he  acquired  the  title  of  aya//)^^/&«;,  and  by 
greater  attention  to  field  fports  than  his  duty,  the  iron- 
ical nick-name  oi  commodore.     He  lodged  at  the  houfe 
July  |7«9.  of  Samuel  Ollive,  a  tobacconift,  who  dying  in  rather 
bad  circumftances,  afforded  Mr.  Pain  an  occafion  to 
try  his  ingenuity  in  appropriating  to  himfelf  part  of 
.his  effeds,  but  he  failed  in  the  attempt,  and  was 
turned  out  of  doors  by  the  executor,  Mr.  Atterfol, 
with  marks  of  indignity  and  diftruft, 
,770.        But  the  advantages  which  the  integrity  and  dif^ 
cemment  of  the  executor  withheld,  the  kindnels  of 
the  widow  and  affeftion  of  the  daughter  fupplied. 
Open*  a     He  returned  to  the  houfe  from  which  he  had  been 
^ocer*  *    ^^  difgracefuUy  expelled,  opened  the  (hop  in  his  own 
^*      *      name  2ls  a  grocer,  and  on  his  own  behalf  continue4 
Ptffrands    to  work  the  tobacco-mill  of  Ollive,  however  con* 
the  reye-    ^jiry  both  the  (hop  ?ind  the  mill  were  to  the  maxims 
^^^\        of  the  excife.     Such  was  his  addrefs,  or  his  artifice, 
that  though  he  had  promoted  the  buying  of  fmug- 
gled  tobacco,  he  was  able  for  feveral  year$  to  cover 
his  pradtices,  and  to  retain  his  proteftor. 
177I*         At  the  age  of  thirty-four,  he  married  Elizabeth 
Mifeo*.    ^''i^^j  ^^^  daughter  of  his  old  landlord,  who  was 
live.         eleven  years  younger  than  himfelf**,  and  a  woman  of 
fuch  acGompli(hments  as  to  attraft  men  of  higher- 
rank  and  greater  delicacy.     Pain  had,   however, 
gained   her  affeftions;   and  (he  would  have  him, 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  Mr,  Atterfol,  her  father's 
friend,  and  to  the  rempnftrances  of  her  own  rela^ 
tions.      This  marriage  began  inaufpicioufly,    and 
f  nfpeaed   ended  unhappily.     Before  Pain  could  have  obtained 
pf  commit-  his  marriage  licence,  he  fwore  that  he  was  a  bachelor  % 
\w\r^'    when  he  knew  that  he  was  a  widower^  if  indeed  his 

'^  The  following  entry  appears  on  the  parifb  regifter  of  St.  Michael 
in  Levrest  **  Thonnas  Pain,  hacbehr^  and  Elizabeth  Ollive,  fpinft^i'* 
«<  were  married  in  this  church,  by  licence,  the  »6th  of  March  177'* 
"  By  me,  Robert  Auften,  curate,  Witneffe«,  Henry  Verrall,  Thoma* 
fr Ollive.    (Signed)  Thomas  Paiii«  Elmbeih  Ollive/'— O. 


nrit  wue  were  ucccoicu  •  Ji.u?  wjas  uii  iiiis  uccsiiion 
inftrumental  too,  whh  his  underflanding  clear  and 
his  eyes  opdied,  in  entering  on  the.regifter  that  he 
was  a  bachelor^  though  he  knew  he  was  a  v^idower* 
Now  the  marriage^aa  declares  it  to  be  felony  with- 
out benefit  of  clergy,  wilfully  to  make  felfe  entry 
on  the  regifter,  with  intent  to  defeat  the  lisJutary 
purpofes  of  recording  truth,  difcriminating  charac*^ 
ters,  and  afcertaining  property. 

In  this  year  Pain  made  his  firfl:  effort  as  a  ptiblic  Coni- 
writer.     His  produftion  was  an  eleftion  long  fot^^^^^^ 
one  of  the  candidates  at  New  Shoreh^m.     It  was 
propofed  to  the  poets  of  Lewes  as  a  prixe-fubjefl  i 
his  fong  was  adjudged  the  bed,  and  he  was  rewarded 
with  a  prefent  of  three  guineas*     A  defign  was 
formed  about  the  fame  time  by  the  excifemen,  to 
petition  parliament  for  an  increafe  of  falary ;  a  fum 
of  monkey  was  raifed  by  common  contribution,  and 
Pain  was  employed  to  write  their  cafe.     After  many     ,771- 
months  labour,  "  he  produced  an  oftayo  pamphlet  Writes  tiw 
"  oftwenty*one  pages,  which,  exclufive  of  ^^^  ^*«- ^•icafe^ 
"  troduSlim,  is  divided  into  two  heads ;  the  Jiate  of 
"  the  falary  of  the  officers  of  excife  ;  thoughts  on  the 
"  corruption  arifingfrom  the  poverty  rf  ixcife-qfficers* 
**  On  thefe  topics,  he  fays  all  that  the  ableft  writer 
"  could  have  faid.      Truth  eafily  Aides  into  the 
"  mind,  without  the  afliftance  of  ability,  or  the 
**  recommendation  of  artifice.    But  if  Pain's  maiden 
^'  pamphlet  be  infpeded  by  critical  malignity,  it 
"  will  be  found,    like  his   maturer  writings,   to' 
^'  abound  in  the  felfe  grammar  of  illiterature,  and 
^  the  falfe  thoughts  of  inexperience.     Vigour  of 
**  fentiment  and  energy  of  manner  will  not  be  de* 
*'  nied  htm.    His  firft  pamphlet  will  be  confidered 

*  It  \%  a  very  remarkable  fa6(,  that  the  marriage  affidavits,  withtii 
thediftriA  of  Lewes,  during  1771,  the  yearof  Pain's  marriage,  ihould 
betnifiingj  yet«  that  the  marriage  affidavits,  during  1770  and  177a, 
fiiouM  be  fafe.  Whether  this  lofs  happened  by  deHgn,  or  accident, 
^e  will  not  conje^are,  though  we  think  the  coincidence  rather  excra« 
•rdinary.-^O. 


*^  as  hi^  beft  performance  by  all  thofe  who  regard 
•'  truth  as  fuperior  to  ialfehood,  modefty  to  impu- 
**  dence,  and  juft  complaint  to  faftious  innovation'" 
Four  thoufand  copies  of  the  cafe  were  printed  by 
Mr.  William  Lee  of  Lewes.  But  even  thofe  in- 
tended  for  the  members  of  parliament  were  not  all 
diftributed  ;  and  though  Pain  reinforced  the  argu- 
ments contained  in  his  pamphlet,  by  two  additional 

1773*  publications,  each  on  a  folio  Iheet,  and  flayed  in 
London  on  the  bufmefs  a  whole  winter,  no  appli- 
cation to  Parliament  was  made  on  behalf  of  his 
clients.  Pain  fpent  their  money  without  obtaining 
for  them  •any  redrefs,  and  even  left  the  printer's 
bill  unpaid.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  a 
hewfpaper  controverfy  in  1779,  he  declared,  that  till 
the  epoch  of  his  Common  Senfe,  he  had  never  pub« 
lifted  a  fyllable. 

While  he  was  thus  employed  in  every  thing  but 
his  proper  bufmefs,  his  pecuniary  aflfairs  became  de- 
ranged, and  he  was  under  the  necefSty  of  making 
an  affignment  of  his  effects  to  Mr.  Whitfield  of 
fth  April  Lewes,  his  principal  creditor.     About  the  fame  time, 

»774«  his  inattention  and  improper  conduft  in  his  office  oc- 
eafioned  his  difmiflion ;  no  previous  afts  of  conci- 
liation could  avert  his  difgrace  ',  nor  could  any  fub- 
fequent  efforts  efFeft  his  refloration.  Mr^  Whitfield 
took  poffeffion  of  the  property  by  virtue  of  his  aflign- 

f  This  is  not  the  onlyocca(i6n  on  which  I  have  ufed  the  iterywrh 
of  the  author  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  my  inforiiiatfon  refpe^ing 
Pain  \  but  as  1  have  never  feen  the  pamphlet  in  queftion,  7  do  not 
think  it  proper  to  make  ufe  of  the  judgment  of  another  iierfon  without 
cxprefs  acknowledgment. 

S  As  every  fcrap  of  a  great  writer  is  interefting  to  the  curiousi  wc 
have  prefcrved  the  fubjoined  extraflof  a  letter  from  our  author  tea 
fupq-ior  cxcife.olHcery  dated  at  Lewes,  the  24th  March  1774* 
— <*  I3ear  Sir,  I  have  requefted  Mr.  Scott  to  put  y^  3d  and  4th  ^^ 
**  books  for  74  under  examination,  for  as  I  was  in  London  almoltall 
**  laft  winter,  I  have  no  other,  which  have  any  bufmefs  in  them— 
u  Requeft  the  favour,  (if  not  too  inconvenient)  to  inquire  and  inform 
*•  me  when  they  are  ordered— and  if  you  can  find  out  the  examitur,  defrt 
f*  von  tvitt  drink  a  Uttk  or  two  of  wine  with  ^— I  ihould  like  the  cba- 
i'  raster  to  go  in  as  fair  as  it  can/*— O. 

ment| 


ttient,  Sind  fold  it  ^.    The  other  creditors,  tl  i 
themfelves  defrauded  by  this  preference,  let  1(  i 
their  debtor  the  terriers  of  the  hw,   and  1 
obliged  to  abfcond  from  their  purfuit  in  tlie 
loft  of  the  White-horfe  inn,  without  bedding , 
but  for  the  female  fervant,  without  food,  till  i 
fet  him  free. 

His  fecond  wife  had  no  lefs  reafon  to  comp  I 
his  unkindnefs   and   brutality  than  his  firft 
bore  with  the  greateft  patience  the  infults,  vio 
and  repeated  beatings,  which  his  harftinefs  ar  i 
elty  induced  him  to  inflift,  before  Ihe  fough : 
by  complaining  to  her  friends.     On  her  rep  i 
ations,  after  an  unhappy  union  of  three  yea 
an  half,  they  executed  articles  of  feparation, 
were  drawn  by  Mr.  Jofias  Smith,  a  moft  refpt: 
attorney  at  Lewes  ;  Ihe  engaging  to  pay  to  hi : 
band  thirty-five  pounds,  and  he  obliging  him  I 
claim  no  part  of  whatever  goods  fhe  might  g; 
future. 

On  leaving  Lewes,  he  fled  to  London  foi 
cealment;  and  foori  after  his  arrival,  hearins 
his  wife  had  been  kindly  received  by  her  bi 
and  was  comfortably  fettled  with  him,  he  dif : 
her  repofe  by  conteflirig  the  validity  of  the  « 
fo  recently  executed  ;  but  at  length  a  new  de<i 
prepared  in  fuch  terms  as  to  fatisfy  all  parties. 

After  many  ufelefs  efforts  to  obtain  his  reftci 
as  an  officer  of  the  excife.  Pain's  friend  and  f  • 
the  late  George  Lewis  Scott,  recommended  li 
Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  as  a  perfon  who  con 
that  epoch,  be  ufeful  in  America.     Franklin 

^  Mr.  V(rhitfid1d,byfabliihing  the  following  adfrerti&ment, 
to  the  whole  town  of  Lewei  the  dcfperate  ftatc  of  his  debtor's 
ibnces :  ««  To  be  ibid  by  auaion,  on  Thurfday  the  14th  of  A] 
**  following  day,  all  ttie  houfehold  furniture,  (lock  in  trade,  a 
**  efiieftsy  of  Thomas  Pain^  grocer  and  tobacconilt,  near  t 
**  Gate  in  Lewes  s  alfo,  a  horfe-tobacco  and  fnuff  mill,  witt! 
*^  utenfils  for  cutting  of  tobacco  and  grinding  of  iiiuffj  and 
*'  opened  cnucs  of  cream-coloured  Hone-ware.*'— iO« 


him  a  recommendatory  lettelr  to  Mr.  Richard  Beecn^ 
vine-merchant,  at  Philadelphia ;  and  one  of  intro- 
ScpM774»  du£Uon  to  governor  Frankhn  of  the  Jerfeys.    Thus 
provided  he  quitted  England^  leaving  behind  him 
acquaintance  who  did  not  efte^m,  and  relatives  who 
did  not  regret  him  '• 
Nov.  1774.      ^  ^^  arrival  m  Philadelphia,  he  ptefented  hii 
His  ki  ft  '  letter  to  Mr.  Beech  ;  but  that  gentleman,  difcover- 
wnpJoy-     ing  that  he  could  not  fpell  correftlv,  declined  re- 
"^"  *        commending  him  as  an  uiher ;  and  ne  was  engaged 
by  Mr.  Aitkin,  a  bookfeller,  as  fl^pman,  at  a  fa- 
lary  of  twenty  pounds  a-year.    The  ftate  of  Ame- 
rica at  this  period  was  fuch  as  to  afford  fuffident 
fcope  for  the  exertions  of  an  aflive  mind,  to  whaN 
ever  courfe  it  was  bent,  and  Pain  did  not  long  re- 
main unnoticed.    Quitting  the  obfcure  and  unpro- 
fitable line  to  which  his  abilities  at  firfl:  feemed  to 
Ko?.ff775.  condemn  him,  he  employed  his  genius  in  experi- 
ments for  fixing  a  cheap,  eafy,  and  expeditious  me- 

>  We  fubjoin  the  following  letter  from  Pain*s  mother  to  hit  wife ; 
not  only  for  its  own  merits  but  becaule  it  afcertaint  bis  identity^  asd 
iliuftrates  hit  cbara£lers 

<«  Dear  Daughter,  Thetford»  Nerfolk,  ft7th  July  1774* 

^  '*  1  rouft  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  my  enqiitriet  concerning  mf 
'*  unhtppy  Ton  and  your  huiband  :  various  are  the  reportSy  the  whftii 
•*  I  find  come  originally  from  the  Excifc- office.  Soch  as  hit  v>k 
•*  treatment  to  you,  his  fccrcting  upwards  of  30/.  inti-utUd  with  hiffl 
**  to  manage  the  petition  for  advance  of  falary ;  and  that  foce  his 
**  difchargei  be  have  petitioned  to  be  reftored,  which  was  rcffSttd  witK 
**  fcorn.  Since  which  I  am  told  he  have  left  England.  To  ai| 
**  which  I  beg  you*ll  be  kind  enough  to  anfwer  me  by  due  courfe  of 


"  noft.—YouMl  not  be  a  little  furprifed  at  ray  (o  ftronglv  defirinfta 
^*  Know  wbat*s  become  of  him  after  I  repeat  10  you  his  undt 


repeat  10  you  his  undotiful  beha- 
<«  viour  to  the  tendered  of  parents ;  he  never  afked  of  us  any  thing>but 
•*  what  was  granted,  that  were  in  oar  poor  abilities  to  do$  nay,  eves 
^  diftrefled  ourfelvcsi  whole  works  ai-e  given  over  by  <dd  9g!e$  to  I^ 
**  him  have  10/.  on  bond,  and  every  other  tender  mark  a  parent  could 
<<  poillbly  ihew  a  child ;  his  ingratitude,  or  rather  want  of  ddtyi  M 
**  Deen  fucli^  that  he  Itave  not  wrote  to  me  tfpwards  of  two  years."* 
«*  If  the  above  account  be  trucj  I  am  heartily  forry  chat  a  woman,  whofc 
•*  chaia£ler  and  amiablenefs  deferves  the  greateft  refpeft^  love,  ana 
**  cfteem,  as  I  have  always  on  enquiry  been  informed  your*s  didi 
"  ikould  be  tied  for  life  to  the  worft  of  huftands.— >I  am,  dear 
**  daughter,  your  aifeAionate  mother  F.  ^^'^'1 

*<  P.  S.   For  God*s  fake  let  me  have  your  anfwer.  as  I  am  tl»<>" 
••  diftraaed/'-'O.  , 


tbod  of  making  faltpetre  ;  and  propofed  the  j 
a  laltpetre  affociation,  for  voluntarily  fupplyh 
public  magazmes  with  gunpoNvder. 

But  that  which  elevated  him  to  a  pitch  of 
pefted,  and,  for  fuch  an  exertion,  unexamp. 
lebrity,  was  the  publication  of  the  pamphlet 
CoMMoK  Sense.     Notwithftanding  all  the  fa 
ignorance  and  raflmefs  with  which  it  abounds     i 
withftanding  the  ingenious  expofure  of  its  i    < 
witten  by  Du  William  Smith,    which   apj    ; 
under  the  fignature  of  Cato ;  this  book  was  f(    : 
genial  to  the  public  tafte,  that  it  was  univ<    [ 
perufed,  and  loudly  praifed.     The  firft  editic 
ipeedily  fold  ;  a  fecond,  with  a  fupplement  o:    i 
third  more,  was  immediately  prepared;  a  G    i 
tranflation  was  printed  ;  yet  after  lall  thefe  fed 
and  all   this  applaufe,  this  wonder-working    ! 
phlet  brought  the  writer  in  debt  to  the  pul   i 
29 A  J 2s.  id.  if  his  own  ftatement  may  be  belie  ( 
In  fupport  of  this  famous  work,  he  wrote,  in  a 
to  the  animadverfions  of  Cato,  fome  letters  i 
Pennfylvania  Journal,  under  the  title  of  a  For  : 
which  were  more  fuccdsful,  from  the  difpofit  : 
thofe  ^to  whom  they  were  addreflfed,  thaft  the 
refleftions  of  the  fcholar,  who  taught  dnly  tl  : 
palatable  doSrihe  of  obedience.     Nor  did  a 
paftiJil  reception  await-  a   pamphlet   intitled    ! 
Tnifh^  which,  as  it  was  haftily  written,  was  in 
lively  read,  and  little  heard  amidfl  the  ravin  \ 
anarchy. 

In  the  unfuccefsful  campaign  of  1776,  he  j : 
the  American,  army,  and  attended  them  in  the  i 
treat  from  Hudfon^s  river  to  the  Delaware.  ^ ' 
every  thing  around  wore  the  mod  dlfcouri 
afpeft,  he  did  not  defpair.  The  congrefs  fled 
N^'ere  diftnayed  :  yet  Pain  thanked  God  that  hi 

*  See  FAtn's  Oechraiion  id  Almofi's  Remennbran^ci',  i78o>  | 
VOL.  XI.  U 
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not  fear.  ^  He  knew  well  their  fituatibn,  and  iat9 
**  his  way  out  of  it."  He  endeavoured,  with  no  in- 
coniiderable  fuccefs,  to  make  others  fee  wit^  his 
eyes,  to  infpire  others  with  his  confidence.  It  was 
with  this  defign  that  he  publiihed  in  the  Pennfyl- 
vania  Journal,  the  Cjlisis,  wherein  he  ftates  every 
topic  of  hope,  and  examines  every  motive  of  appre- 
henfion.  This  effay  he  continued  to  publifli  peri- 
odically, during  the  continuance  of  hoftilides,  as 
often  as  the  neceiHty  of  affairs  required  that  he 
ihould  conceal  ttuth,  or  propagate  Wifehood ;  that 
be  ihould  exhilarate  defpondency,  or  rejnrefs  hope^ 
The  European  concerns  of  congrefs  were  at  firft 
managed  by  a  committee  for  fecret  correfpondmt^ 
which  was  afterwards  converted  into  a  committee  for 
foreign  affairs^  to  which  Pain  was  appointed  fecret- 
ary. All  foreign  letters,  after  this  appointment, 
remained  in  his  oiEce  ;  >  and  his  duty  I'equired  him 
in  future  to  refide  with  congrefs.  He  foon  however 
embarked  in  a  contefl  with  Silas  Deane,  in  which  he 
involved  Robert  Morris,  the  celebrated  financier  of 
the  American  ftates  ;  and  perfidioufly,  and  without 
regard  to  official  decorum,  retailed  through  the 
newfpapers  what  he  confidentially  knew  from  the 
foreign  correfpondence.  Of  this  mifconduft  the 
minifter  of  France  complained  to  the  congrefs. 
Pain  was  ordered  to  attend.  Being  afkedby  Jayy 
the  prefident,  if  he  were  the  author  of  the  public^' 
tions  on  Mr.  Deane^s  qjfairs?  and  anfweringjf^l 
he  was  direfted  to  withdraw.  On  the  fubfequent 
day  he  applied  for  an  explanatory  hearing,  which 
was  refufed  ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  in  his  re* 
Agnation.  He  did  not  quietly  fuffer  this  difgrace, 
but  wrote,  though  without  fuccefs,  to  excite  the 
people  of  America  againft  the  congrefs.  Tjie 
French  minifter,  Gerard,  attempted  to  gain  him 

r  J  TheCiifis,  N*  XIII.  was  publiflicd  at  PUiladelphiaoH  thc»9'^ 
of  April  1783,  the  fame  day  that  a  ceffaiion  of  hoftilitics  vas  pro- 
claimed.   This  was  th«  laft.    Aim,  Rem.  1783,  part II. p.  I'^S"^' 

over, 


PAIN.  .  ^(ix 

over,  hoping  to  extraft  from  him  fome  fccrets  of 
more  importance  than  he  had  before  wantonly  dif- 
clofed;  and  while  he  complained  to  the  congrefs 
publicly,  intrigued  with  Pain  privately.  They  had 
feveral  meetings^  the  objeft  of  which  Was  Jilence 
about  Deane  ;  Gerard  made  him  a  genteel  and  pro- 
Jitable  offer j  but  Pain  was  pledged  to  profecute 
Deane ;  and  he  was  determined  that  pen/ion  and 
Pain  (hould  never  be  feen  together  in  the  fame  pa- 
ragraph. Thefe  intrigues  were  renewed,  and  con- 
tinued for  fome  time:  Pain  perfifted  in  writing 
againft  Deane,  till  the  Americans  grew  tired  of  the 
contcft  "*• 

To 

»  Sc«  thofe  intrigoes  detailed  by  Pain  himfelf,  wiih  little  prudence 
and  no  forecaft,  in  Alai.  Rem.  1780,  part  I.  |>.  294..  ft97.     The  fol- 
lowing public  papers  will  fupply  what  is  defe6live  in  Paints  detail : 
"  Sir,  *  Philadelphia,  Jan.  13,  1779. 

''  It  is  with  real  fatisfaflion  that  I  execute  the  order  of  Congrefs 
'<  for  tranfmttting  to  you  the  inclofed  copy  of  an  a£l  of  the  la.th 
"  in(lant,  on  a  fubje^l  rendered  important  by  afFedling  the  dignity  of 
'*  congiefs,  the  honour  of  their  great  ally,  and  the  interefl  of  both 
"  nations.  \ 

*<  The  explicit  difavowal  and  high  difapprobation  of  congrefs  re- 
"  lative  to  the  publications  referred  to  in  this  a6l,  will,  I  flatter  my*  / 
•*  felf,  be  no  iefs  fatisfaflory  to  his  moft  chiiftian  majelty,  than 
"  pleafing  to  the  people  of  thefe  ftates.  Nor  have  I  the  leaft  doubt 
"  but  that  every  attempt  to  injurA  the  reputation  of  either,  or  impair 
"  their  mutual  confidence,  will  meet  with  the  indignation  and  refent- 
"  ment  of  both.         I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

"  JoHK  Jay. 

"  To  the  Hon,  the  Sieur  Gerard,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France." 

"  In  Congrefs,  January  11,  1779. 
"  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  publications  in  the 
"  Pcnnfylvania  packet  of  the  ad  and  5th  inftant,  under  the  title  of 
"  •  Common  Senfe'  10  the  public,  on  Mr.  Deane*s  affair,  of  which 
"  Mr,  Thomas  Pain,  fecrctary  to  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs, 
'*  has  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  the  author ;  and  alfo  the  memorials 
•'  of  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  France  of  the  5th  and  loth  inftant, 
"  rcfpcAing  the  faid  publications  5  whereupon,  Btfilvid  unammoufy^ 
"  That  in  anfwer  to  the  memorials  of  the  Hon.  Sieur  Gerard,  mini- 
"  fter  plenipotentiary  of  his  moft  chriftiah  majefty,  of  the  5th  and 
"  loth  inttanr,  the  prefident  be  dire^led  to  affure  the  faid  minifter, 
'*  that  congrefs  do  fully,  and  in  the  cleareft  and  rooft  explicit  man» 
"  ner,  difavoW  the  publications  referred  to  in  the  faid  memorials  | 
*'  and  as  they  are  convinced  by  indifputable  evidence  that  the  fupplies 
?|  fliipped  in  the  Amphitritc,  Seine,  and  Mercury,  were  not  a  pre- 


9^  P  A  I  K. 

Piinmtat  To  compenfate  &r  the  lois  oF  polidcal  bouonrrt 
maftec  of  pjjj^  jj^^  rcccivcd  thofc  of  the  acaulemy.  The  uni- 
verfity  of  Pennfylvania,  after  the  tumult  of  the  times 
had  driven  his  old  aatagonift  the  prefident  away, 
17S0.  ccmferred  on  him  the  degree  of  majler  of  arts.  He 
i¥as  chofen  a  member  of  the  American  Philofophical 
Society,  and  clerk  of  the  aflembly  of  Pennfylvania. 
March.  On  the  fta^ation  of  the  congrefs  p^er  credit,  he 
publiihed  a  Criju  extraorSnary ;  but  eloquence  like 
his,  though  it  might  be  acceptable  at  the  moment  of 
incipient  mnova^ion,  and  ufeful  in  exciting  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  turbulent,  and  the  clamours  of  the 
difaffeded,  was  of  no  avail  againfl  the  impreffions  of 
inftant  calamity  and  approaching  ruin.  He  cheered 
the  Americans  from  time  to  time  with  another  crifts^ 
till  his  crijis  becoming  common,  was  no  longer  a 
iri/isi  and  was  therefore  read  witho\it  attention, 
and  thrown  away  without  efficacy. 


«  fent,  and  that  hit  moft  chriftian  majefty,  the  great  and  generon^ 
**  ally  of  thefe  United  States,  did  not  preface  his  alliance  with  any 
**  fupplies  whatever  (ent  to  America,  fo  they  have  not  authorised  the 
**  writer  of  the  faid  publications  to  make  any  fuch  aflertions  as  are 
**  contained  therein  ;  baton  the  contrary,  do  highly  diiapprove of  tbe 
••  fame.'* 

To  which  Mr.  Gerard  returned  the  following  anfwcr : 
**  Sir,  Philadelphia,  Jan.  14^  '77^ 

**  I  have  Mcetved  the  letter  with  which  you  honoured  me  ou  tbe  i^ri* 
*<  intlint,  inclofing  me  \he  rcfo|ve  of  congreft  in  anfwer  to  the  re- 
*>*  prefcntations  I  had  tlie  honour  to  tnake  iiiem  on  the  5th  and  lotb. 

^^  I  tntreat  you  to  leceive  and  to  exprcis  to  congrefs,  tbe  great  len- 
f*  fibility  with  which  I  felt  their  frank,  noble,  and  categorical  man- 
<'  uer  tif  dei(royi;)g  thoi'e  fal»«  and  dangerous  infinuations  which 
•*  might  miilead  iguoraiit  people^  and  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  tbe 
**  comiuon  enemy. 

•*  To  the  king,  my  mailer^  fir,  no  proofs  are  neceflary  to  the 
<<  foundation  of  a  confidence  in  the  ikm  and  conftant  adherence  of 
**  congrefs  to  the  pr^ncip^les  of  the  alliance }  but  his  maiefty  wiU  always 
•<  behold  with  pleafure  the  meafures  which  congrefs  may  uke  to  pit- 
••  fervc  inviolate  its  reputation  {  and  it  is  from  the  lame  confideration-r 
«  I  fliitter  myfelf,  he  will  find  my  reprefentatio^is  on  the  7ih  December 
'**  equally  worth  his  conlidei^tioA.        1  am,  ^c. 

'<  GERAaP* 

*•  P^bli&ed  by  order  of  congrefs,     Charles  Thomson*  Sec." 

At 


At  length  a  confciouihefs  of  infigmficanci 
defire  of  change,  induced  Pain  to  accompa 
younger    Laurens   to  France.      While  he  ' 
L' Orient,  preparing  to  return  to  America,  the 
Terefa  packet-boat  for  New  York  was  carrie 
France  by  the  Madame,  French  privateer, 
event  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  perufing  i 
nifter's   difpatches,  which  Laurens  carried  t 
grefs  when  they  both  returned   to  Philadel 
He  pretends  that  at  this  period  he  projefted  a 
trip  to  London,  in  order  to  open  the  eyes  of  th 
try  with  rejpeB  to  the  madnefs  and  Jiupidity 
government  **.     It  is  of  little  confequence  to 
the  merits  of  an  unexecuted  projeft ;  but  i 
affertion   there  is  fuch  a  mixture  of  abfurdi 
impudence,   that  it  claims  fome  notice.      P; 
feenis  by  his  own  account,  had  formed  to  hi 
defign  of  coming  over  to  England  in  the  latter 
the  year    1780.      He  communicated   it  to  g 
Greene,  who  at  firft  vehemiently  approved  it 
the  affair    of  Arnold  and  Andre  happening 
after,  the  general  became  alarmed  for  the  feii 
the  profound  politician,  and  diffuaded  him  frc 
ecuting  his  fcheme.      In  truth,  if  he  had 
formed   fuch  a  fcheme,  the  general  Ihewed 
wifdom  than  belonged  to  the  mafter  of  arts, 
fuccefs  of  his  plan  depended  only  on  his  gettin 
to  England  without  being  known^  and  only  ren 
in  fifety  till  he  could  get  otct  a  publication.     Th 
who  could  form  fuch  a  projeft  has  little  rij 
exult  over  the  ftupidity  of  others !     But  aftt 
'what. need  was*  there  to  riik  a  life  fo  predc 

"  Rights*,  parfii.  p.  95.  He  there  gires  an  account  of  th: 
^^nnturc,  b\it  vintH  foirte  drcUmftances  which  create  diftrai 
i^  is,  that  tb«  original  difpatches,  which  were  dated  the 
March  1781,  were  publi(hed  in  the  Amiferdam  Gazette  of  tl>e 

{Ufic  X7S1,  and  were  afreriR^ards  iPpuWiftied  in  the  Englifli  F 
^f*  he  )ireiend»9  witlrhis  ufual  felf-fnificiencyy  to  have  feen 
onginal  difpatches  the  ftupidity  of  the  £ngti(h  cabinet  far  more 
otherwifc  could  have  done,— O. 


•  See  Righlts,  uln  ftfpnu 
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^9*        '  PAIN. 

coming  to   England  ?    All  his  publications  came 
through  the  preffes  of  London,  without  his  perfonal 
affiftance,  and  without  contributing  very  much  to 
open  the  eyes  of  the  country.     His  venom  would  have 
been  as  effectually  circulated  from  America  or  from 
France  then,  as  it  is  now. 
178*-         Before  the  American  revolution  was  really  at- 
ll^tcrVo*    c^icved,  the  abbe  Raynal  haftened  to  give  his  hif- 
Raynal.     tory  of  it  **.     This  publication  was  difpleafing  to  the 
Americans  in  general,  and  offenfive  to  Pain  in  par- 
ticular,  as  the  abb^  had,  on  falfe  pretences,  ob- 
tained Pain*s   metaphyfics,  and  fold   them   as  his 
own ;  thus  borrowing  his  morals  with  his  maxim. 
He  poured  forth  his  indignation  on  this  fubjefl:  in 
feventy-fix  oftavo  pages  of  intemperate   driticifm; 
and  violently  reclaimed  his  property,  afcertaining  it 
^  by  the  moft  indubitable  marks.     The  pamphlet  has 

all  the  charafteriftics  of  its  author's  other  produc- 
tions :  the  fame  violence,  the  fame  boldnefs  of  af- 
.    filmption  and  rafhnefs  of  conclufion,  the  fame  indif- 
ference to  propriety,  and  the  fame  contempt  of  all 
laws,  thofe  of  grammar  not  excepted. 
«9th  oa.  -    Pain  had  fcarcely  difpatched  his  letter  to  the  abbe 
Wrlteshis  R^ynal,  when  he  wrote  an  epiftle  to  the  earl  of  Shel- 
Lettei  to    burne.     The  noble  earl  had  faid'  in  parliament,  it 
Shei^urnc^  feems,  in  a  tone  which  ftill  vibrates  in  the  ears  of 
'  Englifhmen,  that  when  Great  Britain  Jhall  acknow- 
ledge American  independence:^   the  fun  of  Britairfs 
glory  is  fet  for  ever.     Pain  realbns  and  laughs  with 
the  parliamentary  prophet,   through  a  little  pam- 
phlet of  twenty-eight  pages. 
19th April.      On  the  day  a  ceffation  of  hoftilities  was  pro- 
hifiart '*   claimed.  Pain  publifhed  his  laft  Crifis,  which  was 
Crifis.       afterwards    reprinted    under'  the    title    of   PairCs 
Thoughts  on  the  Peace.     He  concluded  this  valedic- 
tory oration  in  the  following  words :  Noiv^  gentle^ 
meny  you  are  independent— fit  down  and  be  happy: 

r  Jt  was  publill^d  at  Loi|idon  in  Dec^mVr  1781.-0^ 
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Btrt  tlie  country  was  far  from  being  happy  5 
was  the  magic  of  words  fufEcient  to  compenfal 
phyfical  wants  and  focial  privations.  Pain,  who  w 
longer  of  ufe,  fuffered  all  the  miferies  of  depei 
penury.  He  was  employed  for  feveral  years  i 
Ikriting  the  American  aflemj)lifes  to  grant  him 
reward  for  his  labours.  New  York  conferrei 
him  fome  forfeited  lands  at  New  Rochelle,  w 
as  they  were  neither  tenanted  nor  cultivated,  brc 
him  no  annual  income.  Pennfylvania  gave 
five  hundred  pounds,  which,  in  fpite  of  his  pn 
ations,  wa«  a  mode  of  uniting  pen/ton  and  Pa 
the  fame  paragraph  *'. 

Having  flayed  in  America  long  enough  to  ft: 

people  awaking  to  order  and  law;  to  ifind  hi 

no  longer   looked  upon  as  a  fafe  director  or 

politician,  but  configned  with  the  moft  cont<: 

uous  indifference  to  oblivion ;  he  quitted  the  TJ; 

States,  leaving  the  American  citizens  to  buil: 

as  they  could  the  feveral  fabrics  he  had  fo  pi  i 

fully  contributed  to  overturn ;  and  a  young  w : 

at  New  York,  of  a  reputable  family,  to  deploi  1 

efFeds  of  a  profligacy  that  will  probably  preve:  1 

return  to  his  beloved  America.     He  arrived  in .  • 

with  no  other  introduftion  than  his  literary   j 

and  the  model  of  a  bridge  he  had  projefted,  1 ' 

he  exhibited  to  the  French  academy.     That  \  1 

with  their  ufual  politenefs  and  indifference,  ths  1 

him  for  the  fight,  but  did  not  honour  him  wit- 1 

further  notice.  ^ 

In  the  autumn  of  the  fame  year  he  return 
England,  and  took  up  his  refidence  at  the  ^ 
Bear,  Pic(?adilly«     He  did  not  make  a  long  abc 

.  *!  In  the  Maryland  Journal,  dated  the  31ft  of  December  178 
<s  the  following  article  t  <*  On  the  6th  inftant,  his  excellent 


"  Dickenfon,  prefident  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  fcnt  a  m« 
*'  theaffenftbly  refpe£ling  Mr.Thom4$  Pain,  the  author  of  C 
<  R»«A.  —  I  _-u t:.:__i  ----.gg^  ftrongly  recomiTiending 

I."— O. 
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oenfe  and  other  political  pieces,  ftrongly  recomiTiending 
''notice  his  fcrviccs  and  fiiuation."— O. 


ip6  PAIN. 

London,  but  went  to  Thctford  to  vifit  his  mother, 
to  whom  he  had  previoufly  Tcmitted  the  twenty 
pounds  advanced  on  his  bond^  as  mentioaed  ia  her 
letter  to  his  wife.  He  now  promifed  her  an  allow- 
ance of  nine  Ihillings  a-week,  to  be  paid  by  one 
Whitefide,  an  American  merchant ;  but  owing  to 
the  confufion  in  that  trader's  affairs^  of  to  fome 
other  caufe,  this  allowance  was  foon  ftopt.  Before 
the  end  of  the  year,  he  returned  to  London,  and 
Publiflxet.  publifhed  his  Profpeiis  on  the  Rubicon  ;  or,  an  In'vejii^ 
gation  into  the  caufM  and  confequences  of  the  poUtics  to 
%  be  agitated  at  the  meeting  of  parliament.     This  is  an 

o£kavo   traft  of  fixty-eight  pages,  and  difcufles  a 
great  multiplicity  of  topics,  particularly  the  affairs  of 
Holland:  but  it  is  now  no  longer  remembered. 
»7«8'         Pain  now  employed  himfelf  with  great  affiduity 
Sidge/'*  io  building  his  bridge.     For  this  end,  he  made  a 
journey  to  Rotheram  in  Yorkfhire,  in  order  to  fu- 
perintend  the  cafting  of  the  iron  by  Mr.  Walker. 
While  thus  occupied  at  Rotheram,  his  French  fa- 
miliarity is  faid  not  to  have  much  pleafed  the  Eng- 
lifli  ladies  v  and  their  difpleafure  induced  Mr.  Walker 
to  turn  Pain  out  of  his  houfe.     The  bridge,  how- 
ever, was  at  length  erefted  in  a  clofe  at  Leafing- 
Qreen ;   being  an  arch  conftrufted  of  iron,  one 
,  l>undred  and  ten  feet  in  the  fpan,  five  feet  from  the 
fprin^   and  twenty  two  feet  in  breadth.      It  was 
ereAed  chiefly  at  the  charge  of  Mr.  Walker ;  but 
the  projeft  had  coft  the  projeftor  a  large  fum,  which 
was  moflly  furnifiied  by  Mr.  Whitefide.     The  bridge 
w?^  fhewn  for  fome  time  ai  the  Yorkfeire  Stingo, 
fpn  a  ihilling  \      As  this   was   not  the   firft  iron 
bridge  which  ^  was  known  to  the  Englifh,  it  is  not 
cafy  to  difcover  why  the  projeAor,  who  had  a  model, 

»  Pain'u  hrictge  was  rskcn  to  pieces  in  Oftober  1791,  in  order  that 
other  crc^lions  luiglit  be  btiilt  in  its  place,  and  that  the  rent  of  the 
cloTr  in  whicli  it  ilooJ  might  he  paid :  the  timber  of  it  was  Told  to  t))e 
ittigHboniing  buiJdejF,  and  the  cailinga  of  iion  were  fent  to  Yorklhift, 
whencr  they  came.  — 0. 

/houW 


ftouU  Incur  fo  great  an  expence,  merely  tc 
Ihow.     . 

Whitefide  having  become  a  bankrupt, 
affignees  finding  fix  hundred  &nd  twenty 
charged  againft  Pain,  they  fue€  out  a  wrii 
him :  he  was  arretted  at  the  White  Bear,  : 
ried    to  Armftrong's    lock-up    houfe    in 
ftreet.     Here  he  lay  for  three  weeks,  at 
of  which  he  was  bailed  by  fome  Americi 
chants ;  and   at  length  compromifed  the  1 
hy  paying  four  hundred  and  fycty  pound 
liad  been   remitted  to   him  from   Americ 
giving  his  x)wn  note  for  one  hundred  ai 
more. 

At  this  period,  tbe  French   revolution 
fumed  that  pharafter  of  horror  which  ren< 
too  intereftirig  to  Pain  for  him  to  endure  a 
abfcnce.     The  capture  of  the  Baftille,  the  ra 
of  the  fummer,  and  the  imprifonment  of  tl 
on  the  6th  of  Oftober,  were  evidences  of  a 
tionary  fpirit,  which  promifed  to  a  mind  1 
the  fuUeft  enjoyment.     He  accordingly  repa 
Paris.     But  the  revolution  of  France  was  n 
that  of  America ;   his  flownefc  of  conc^ptio 
difficulty  of  argumentation,  were  ill  calcul: 
advance  his  reputation  among  the  rapid  th 
and  fluent  fpeakers  and  writers  who  illumina 
public  mind  at  Paris.      He   could   only   \ 
gloomy  patience  till  fome  aftive  apoftle  of  i 
in  England  fhould,   by  an  application  of  ] 
doctrines  to  this  country,  ereft  a  ftandard 
which  he  might  range  himfelf,  and  by  fome 
rate  exertion  refcue  his   name  from  that  o 
into  which  it  was  rapidly  finking.     Nor  was 
portunity  of  this  kind  long  wanting:   Dr. 
extraordinary  fermon  had  excited  the  detefta 
every  well-difpofed  man    in  England:    th; 
doftrines  (hould  be  fo  promulgated,  if  not  abl 
a  novelty,  was  neverthelefs  a  perverfion  of  t 


rafter  of  a  preacher,  fo  abominable,  and  fo  flagrant, 
as  to  demand  a  public  and  fevere  reprehenfion.  It 
K790.  was  generally  known  that  Burke  had  undertaken 
the  taik,  and  expeftation  was  {trained  to  the  moil 
interefting  degree  of  anxiety,  for  the  publication 
of  the  fentiments  of  that  great  politician  on  fo 
important  a  topic.  Such  a  work  as  he  produced 
would  have  been  difhonoured  by  a  fmaller  fhare  of 
expeftation,  and  an  expeftation  fo  vaft  could  only  be 
gratified  by  the  work  which  had  excited  it.  Lan- 
guage lefs  powerful  than  that  of  the  mafter  of  the 
fuWime  himfelf,  would  be  inadequate  duly  to  praife 
the  "  Refleftions  on  the  Revolution ;"  its  merit  can 
only  be  appreciated  by  the  never-dying  rancour  it 
excited  in  the  minds  of  his  opponents,  a  rancour 
which  age,  affliftion,  ficknefs,  and  even  death  itfelf 
could  not  aflTuage. 
Pam  re-  •  Pain  was  fo  delighted  with  the  profpeft  of  obtain- 
»nfwlr^  ing  public  notice  by  being  known  as  the  antagonift 
Oitin.  ^  of  Burke,  that,  as  he  himfelf  informs  us,  "  as 
**  foon  as  he  faw  the  advertifement  of  the  pamphlet 
"  he  intended  to  publifti,  he  promifed  fome  of  the 
*^  friends  of  the  revolution  in  France,  that  when- 
**  ever  Mr.  Burke's  pamphlet  came  forth  he  would 
**'  anfwer  it  *.*'  The  rapid  diflemination  of  Burke's 
book,  without  any  reduftion  of  its  price,  without 
any  recommendation  but  its  own'  merit,  without 
any  patronage  but  the  public  curiofity,  produced  a 
numerous,  though  not  very  formidable  tribe  of  an^ 
Jwerers.  Every  weapon  of  affault  was  tried,  from 
the  mofl  ponderous  argi^mentation,  to  the  moft 
frivolous  raillery ;  but  in  vain :  thefe  produftions 
^    .  have  paffed  from  the  fhelf  of  the  bookfeller  to  the 

fhop  of  the  trunk-maker,  without  animadverfion 
from  the  illuftrious  author  againft  whofe  fame  they 
were  direfted,  while  his  book  continues  to  be  read, 
praifed,  and  quoted  by  every  man  of  true  genius, 

«  Preface  to  the  Rights  of  Man,  part  I^ 

every 
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fevery  man  who  is  capable  of  admiring  the  vaft 
of  a  vigorous  mind,  which,  by  an  accurate 
gation    of  caufes,    delineated   their   certain 
quences  wtth  all  the  force  of  prophecy.     T 
pare  himfelf  for  this  important  affault,  Pain  c 
England,  and  in  a  few  months  his  publicatic 
the  light.     It  was  fubmitted  to  the  revifal  c 
Brand  HoUis,  and   a  committee  of  democn 
whom,  after  fome  ftruggles  between  the  defires 
author  and  the  wifties  of  his  patrons,  it  wa: 
for  the  prefs.     It  was  firft  printed  for  Johnfon 
Paul's  church-yard,  but  he  declined  felling  it. 
unexpefted  retufal  caufed  a  month's  delay, 
copies  were,  however,  fmuggled  inta  private 
and  many  artifices  were  ufed  to  excite  and  kee 
fpirit  of  curiofity  which  might  be  beneficial 
objeft. 

At  length  this  mutilated  brat  was  delivered 
public  by  Jordan  of  Fleet-ftreet  ^  To  the  ] 
this  was  a  moment  of  peculiar 'anxiety:  t 
his  cares  for  his  child,  he  feared  or  pretenc 
fear  that  the  audacity  of  his  attack  might  end 
his  perfonal  fafety.  .  He  found  fhelter  in  the  he 
his  friend  Mr.  Hollis,  and  caufed  it  to  be  gen 
rumoured  that  he  was  returned  to  France,  i 
thefe  ^artifices  did  not  fucceed  in  raifing  the 
phlet  to  that  degree  of  notice  which  would  pr 
all  the  evil  confequences  the  author  intended.  ' 
were  numbers,  no  doubt,  who  praifed  it,  b 
they  wiihed  its  tenets  triumphant ;  there  are 
who  rejoice  to  fee  real  learning  defied  by  grc 
terature ;  and  the  Conftitutional  Society,  as 
called,  ftrenuonfly  recommended  this  tradl  to  tli 
ufal  of  the  people.     But  the  officers  of  goven 

*  The  caftrating  hand  of  Mr.  Jordan  appears  in  the  title-p 
there  makes  Thomas  Pain«  a  ficntary  fir  foreign  of  airs  to  congi 
Head  of  the  fecTitary  to  a  ctmmittti  of  eongrcfs  tor  toreign  affairs.  T 
of  the  houl'e  of  common  s»  and  the  clerk  gf  a  coininittee  of  thi 
^^  quite  diftina  cflicers.^O. 
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overlooked  the  pamphlet  and  Its  applauders  with 
the  moft  mortifying  contempt. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  review  this  publication, 
on  which  the  fenfe  of  the  thinking  part  of  the 
community  is  decidedly  pronounced.  Burke  left 
it  to  find  its  way  to  notice  or  oblivion  without  his 
recommendaticm  or  reprehenfion ;  he  would  not 
defcend  from  the  dignity  of  his  political  eminence 
to  engage  perfbnally  in  a  conted,  which  would  have 
been  as  degrading  to  him,  as  it  would  for  Achilles 
to  have  entered  the  lifts  againft  Therfites.  In 
numerous  critical  publications  the  £|ults  of  ftyle 
and  reafoning  are  expofed,  but  in  none  better  than 
the  work  to  which  I  am  fo  much  indebted  for  inform- 
ation. In  that  publication  there  is  a  copious  analyfis 
of  "  The  Rights  of  Man/'  under  the  different  heads 
of  "  Bad  Grammar,  Barbarifm,  Solecifm,  Impro- 
♦'  priety,  and  Nonfenfe,"  and  to  that  I  refer  my 
readers'*.  But  the  charafter  of  the  man,  as  an 
individual,  would  be  unfairly  concealed  by  his  exer- 
tions as  an  author,  were  I  to  omit  the  following 
inftance  of  literary  difhonefty^  which  I  fhall  give 
without  a  comment,  in  the  very  words  of  the  au- 
thor who  firft  detefted  it ".  He  quotes  the  follow- 
ing fentence  of  ^iirke ;  "  The  circumftances  are 
**  what  render  every  civil  and  political  fcheme 
**  beneficial  or  noxious  to  mankind.  Abftraftediy 
**  fpe^king,  government,  as  well  as  liberty,  is  good; 
*«  yet  could  li  in  common  fenfe,  ten  years  ago,  have 
*'  felicitated  France  on  her  enjoyment  of  a  govern- 
♦*  ment,  (for  fhe  then  had  a  government,)  without 
*'  inquiry  what  the  nature  of  that  government  was, 
"  or  how  it  was  adminiftered  V  On  this  paffage 
he  has  a  note  in  thefe  words : 

"  I  will  not  put  it  in  the  text»  but  I  earneftlyheg 
**  the  attention  of  whoever  reads  this  pamphlet,  to 
**  what  follows  in  this  note.'*^ 

*  Life  of  Thomas  Pain,  lotb  editioiti  p.  65  t^  7^.^  . 

«  Frofcflbr  Wilde  of  Eiiinbuigh.    See  hit  excciknt  Addreft  to "' 
Society  ot  *'  Friends  of  ihc  People,"  p.  64.  ^ 


On  the  23d  page  of  the  Firji  Part  of  *^ 
*^  of  Man/*  Mr.  Pain  writejj  thus  : 

**  But  Mr.  Burke  appears  to  have  no 
**  principles  wheu  he  is  contemplating  gover 
•*  Ten  years  ago  (fays  he)  /  could  have  ft 
*'  France  on  her  having  a  government^  ivithom 
•*  ing  ivhat  the  nature  of  that  goverwnent  was. 
^  it  u-as  adminijiered.  Is  this  the  languaj 
**  rational  man  ?  On  this  ground  Mr.  Bur 
**  compliment  every  government  in  the 
•*  whtie  the  viftims  who  fuffer  under  them, " 
**  fold  into  flavery,  or  tortured  out  of  ty 
•*  are  wholly  forgotten.  It  is  power  and  m 
*'  ciples,  that  Mr.  Burke  venerates  ;  and  un 
"  abominable  depravity,  he  is  difqualified  t 
**  between  them. 

♦*  I  have  looked  into  feveral  editions  of  P; 
"  this  paragraph  ftands  the  fame  in  all  of  th- 
**  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  wh 
"  in  the  world  to  be  found  an  inftance 
*'  fliamclefs  falfification.  Good-breeding  is 
*^  the  public,  and  I  would  not  wifh  to  be  { 
**  in  this  refpeft.  Yet  there  are  certain 
^  which  can  only  be  called  by  certain  name 
"  Patin  has  recorded  himfelf  as  long  as  h 
•*  hfts,  to  be  a  deliberate  liar. 

**  An  ufeful  leffon,  however,  arifcs  froi 
*'  and  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  fliortly  to  enfo 
**  I  do  not  know  that  this  forgery,  imp 
^  glaring  as  it  is,  has  be^n  hitherto  deteded 
^'  peribn.  By  thofe  who  did  not  much  a( 
^  Mr.  Pain,  this  might  not  be  much  atte 
^  either.  Bat  with  Mr.  Pain's  difciples 
**  either  do  not  read,  or  read  without  und 
**  ing  it,  Mr.  Burke's  book)  it  would 
^  th^orough  credit,  that  Mr.  Burke  thouj 
**  form  or  mode  of  government  whatever 
^  and  this  wilful  falsehood  commented  i 
^^  their  mailer^  would  be  of  more  ufe  to  hi 


**  than  a  thoufand  arguments.  Once  believed,  it 
**  took  from  Mr.  Burke's  authority  every  fort  df 
•*  poffible  eftimaticMi.  What  was  it  that  he  de- 
•'  fended  the  conftitution  of  England,  who  would 
*'  defend  any  government  under  the  fun?  With 
*'  utility  fo  great  and  manifeft,  Pain  would  care  but 
**  .little  (and  it  might  not  even  happen)  for  after 
/'  deteftion.  That  deteftion  would  not  again  reft 
**  on  the  undermined  authority,  in  whofe  place  he 
**  had  now  fixed  his  own  opinions.  And  as  to  any 
*^  fhame,  he,  and  thofe  like  him,  had  but'  little 
*'  acquaintance  with  that  fenfation. 

"  It  is  therefore  a  leffon  mod  neceffary  to  be  at- 
**  tended  to,  (and  which  the  deteftion  of  this  forgery 
**  demonftrates,)  that,  where  falfehoods  can  be  of 
*^  ufe,  neither  their  utter  improbability,  nor  therr 
*'  almoft  certainty  of  being  difcovered,  will  prevent 
*'  wicked  and  daring  men  from  employing  them. 
**  In  a  time  accordingly,  like  the  prefent,  he  who, 
*'  uninformed  himfelf,  grounds  his  approbation  or 
*'  difapprobation  of  any  proceedings  or  opinions 
*'  upon  the  information  of  men  of  dubious  cha- 
*'  rafters,  who  are  interefted  to  miflead,  who  con- 
*'  ceal  their  names,  or  who  do  not  give  (or  are  not 
^*^  ready  to  give)  their  authorities,  commits  a  very 
*'  great  evil.  He  encourages  the  propagation  of 
**  falfehood  for  the  purpofes  of  wickednefs.  Nor 
*'  after  fuch  an  expofure  as  I  have  juft  now  made, 
V  can  any  perfon  juftify  himfelf  by  the  common 
*'  faith  that  is  due  to  the  common  run  of  men.  At 
**  leaft,  on  the  part  of  Pain,*there  can  be  no  quefton 
**  that  he  who  is  deceived  has  himfelf  only  to 
"  blame.  It  is  a  ftrange  thing  belief,  after  recorded 
."falfehood." 

The  reviews  of  criticifm,  however,  did  not  prS' 
vent  Pain  from  receiving  the  applaufe  of  ^^^h 
fince  he  promoted  the  inter  efts  of  faftion*  ^^h 
philology  came  in  the  perfon  of  Home  Tooke?  '^'^^ 
found  out  his  retreatj  after  ibme  inquiry,  to  mi^S^ 


her  cordial  congratulations  with  the  tha 
greater  powers.  Tou  are^  he  faid,  like  Jove 
down  upon  tis  in  ajhower  of  gold.  Pain  was 
gratified  by  fuch  attentions  ;  yet  he  was  not  1 
he  plainly  wifhed  for  fomething  that  was  flu 
withheld.  Like  Rouffeau,  he  longed  for  p 
tion.  While  fluttering  on  the  wing  for  p£ 
hovered  about  London  a  whole  week, 
to  be  taken,  not  by  the  catchpoles  of  cr* 
but  by  the  runners  of  Bow-ftreet.  Y 
meffengers  of  the  prefs  would  not  meddl 
either  his  perfon  or  his  pamphlet.  Upon  wh 
tives  government  afted  'cannot  be  afce: 
Whether  the  minifters  trufted  to  the  good  1 
England,  which  generally  gains  the  afcendai 
v/ere  not  willing  prematurely  to  engage  in 
tive  profecutions,  is  left  entirely  to  conjefture 
At  length,  Pain  departed  for  Parrs.  H 
formed  a  connexion  with  Condorcet,  Brifl 
a  few  others  of  that  (lamp,  who,  diffatisfied  \^ 
exifting  government,  and  defpairing  of  pre-er 
even  fhould  the  views  of  Orleans  fucceed,  b 
broach  dodrines  of  republicanifm.      The  £ 

.  the  king  gave  an  opportunity  of  detailing  tl 
trine,  which  was  not  popular,  or  its  difcip 
merous.  Pain  and  his  two  aflbciates  eng; 
the  paper  called  Le  Republicain^  notwithftam 
ignorance  of  the  French  language,  which  wa 
died  by  the  kindnefs  of  Condorcet*s  wif 
tranflated  his  contributions.  Pain,  on  this  c 
hoped  to  elevate  himfelf  to  a  great  degree  of 
by  a  challenge  to   the  abbe  Syeyes,   in  w 

.  undertook  to  anfvver  all  that  could  be  adva 
favour  of  monarchy,  in  any   form  or  fpac 

.  work  of  fifty  pages  ^.  The  abbe  did  not  ac 
challenge,  and  Le  Repitblicain  v/as  foon 
tinued. 

y  Moare*ft  View,  vol,  ii»  p.  37^. 


Hit  perron      At  Paris,  Pain  met  with  Mr.  Thomas  ChriiUe, 
Mdangen  ^j^^  made  fome  figure    by  his  eulogium  on  the 
French  revolution  and  conftitution.     On  the  day 
of  the  king's  return  they  met  with  an  adventure, 
which,  had  it  been  their  gift  to  learn  by  experience, 
would  have  imparted  fome  doubts  concerning  the 
pre-eminence  of  a  popular  government.    At  the 
moment  when  all  thofe  whom  curiofity  had  attraded 
to  fee  the  king  brought  into  the  capital  a  prifoner, 
were  ordered  to  be  covered,  Fain  had   loft  his 
cockade.     This  reduced   him  to  the   dilemma  of 
difobeying  the  important  command  of  the  aflem- 
bly,  or  of  appearing  without  a  cockade,  either  of 
which  amounted  to  a  crime  of  kze-nation,  and  fub- 
jefted   the    delinquent  to   immediate    punifbment. 
Already  the  fatal  cry  was  heard,  arijiocrat!  arijio- 
crat!   a  la  lenterne!    A   Frenchman,    who  could 
fpeak  £ngli(h,  defired  him  to  put  on  his  hat.    He 
explained  his   embarrafl'ment,  and  the  fentimental 
mob  was  with  fome  difficulty  fatisfied  and  appeafed'. 
iltbjuly.       Difappointed    in    his   expectation    of   notice  in 
En'^lanV^  France,  Pain  returned  to  England,  juft  in  time  to 
14th. '    partake  in  the  celebration  of  the  French  revolution. 
Yet  it  was  deemed  proper  that  he  Ihould  not  ap- 
pear at  the  dinner,  and  he  came  not  to  the  Crown 
and   Anchor   tavern  till   eight   o'clock,  when  the 
celebrators  had  been  hifled  away  by  the  multitude. 
Soon  after  this  Pain  retired  to  Greenwich,  to  write 
his  Second  Part  of  the  Rights  of  Man* 
16th  Feb.       This  malignant  libel  was  publifhed  by  Jordan  in 
Pubifihw   ^^^-ftreet.      Grown  bolder   from  impunity,  and 
Rights  of  additionally  ambitious    of  the  fame   which  would 
Man,        refult  from  profecution,  he  wrote  to  Jordan  on  the 
"^    •     day  of  publication,  requefting  him,  «« If  any  perfooj 
*'  under  the  fandion  of  authority,  fhoul(r  inquiJ*^ 
♦'  refpefting  the  author  and  publilher,  to  mention 

»  Sec  Mr.  Thomas  Chrirtie's  letter,  dated  from  Paris,  June  "<'' 
t79i»  an<i  published  ill  (he  Mointng  Chiunick  of  ih^  ^9^^  J"*^' 

i\  lum, 


^^  lukft,  is  he  ik^ould  appeair  and  ahfvsret  for  tiS 

•*  perfonally/^     In  this,  however^  he  t^aj 

pointed  i  it  required  a  meiftire  more  aiidaci< 

Bagrant  than  that  of  a  tranijufl  publieation,  t 

the  relentment  of  an  infnked  goremment. 

'   This  work  is  now  put  out  of  circulation 

^erdid  of  a  jDry,  and  for  a  criticifm  on  it 

t^aki  refer  my  r^^er  t6   ^^  the  Life  of 

"wiiere  he  will  find  an  ample  and  able  difc 

^jThere  is,  however^  a  pfefumptuous  arroganc 

lafinttadon  in  the  Appendix,  which  deferv 

ticularly  to  be  refuted :  it  is^  that  the  minif] 

tampered  with  the  printer  to  give  them  a  knc 

of  its  contents,  and  to  delay  the  publication,  i 

tdianeefior  of  the  exchequer  might  be  ena 

^vail  himfelf  of  fome  of  his  financial  ideas, 

opeiung  of  the  fef&on  of  pafliament.     CI 

WW  the  printer  of  the  firft  part  of  the  ii 

iMan :  Pain  had  been  introduced  to  him  by  ( 

Chapman  was  again  employed  to  print  th< 

party  and  about   Cfariftmas  1791,  carried 

lodge  at  No.  10,  in  Dean-ftreet,  Petter-lanc 

as  early   as  Se|tfember>  delivered  a   confi 

tjuantity  of  copy,  and  took  this  lodging  to 

lus  printer*    Now,  he  thus  ftates  his  cafe 

*•  Tuefday    fortnight    preceding    the    mee 

«  parliament  (the  17th  of  January  1792), 

*^  Mce^  without  any  previous  intimation^  tbou^ 

*'  ken  with  him  (Chapman)  the  evening  be 

**  fent  me,  by  one  of  his  workmen,  all  the 

«<  ing  copy  from  page  i  la,  declining  to  go 

^^  the  work  on  any  confideration*    To  ace 

**  this  eictraordinary  conduit^  I  was  totally  at 

The  anfwer  to  this  flatement  is  taken  fron 

man^s  account  of  the  tranfaSliony  delivered  on  t 

the  trial  of  P^in  ^    He  there  avers,  that 

*  Page  SS  to  14.8. 

*  See  Mr.  Chapnuin^s  evidence  on  PaiQ*t  trial^  Gumey 
S6-7^  which  proTet  the  falfehooU  of  Pain*!  ftory.— O, 

VOL.  n.  X  p] 


proceeded  to  work  off  aa  far  as  the  iignature  H, 
when  the  iignature  /  coiring  under  his  infpe^tion, 
he  obferved  fomething  which,  in  his  humble  appre- 
preheniion,  appeared  of  a  dangerous  tendency]  be 
therefore  refolved  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
the  work,  but  felt  fome  delicacy  in  declaring  this 
refolution  to  Pain,  who  had  dways  behav^  to- 
wards him  with  Idndnefs  and  civility.  From  diis 
embarraffment,  however,  he  i^i'as  relieved  by  P^n 
himfelf,  who  coming  to  his  houfe  on  the  evening  of 
the  day  he  had  made  this  refolution,  fomewhat  in- 
toxicated with  his  friend  Johnfon's  wine,  began  the 
fubjeft  of  religion,  a  topic  be  was  very  fond  cfex^ 
patiating  on  when  drunk.  Chapman  and  his  'wife 
were  dilTenters.  The  woman  defended  her  opinions 
in  a  manner  which  conquered  the  philofophy  of  the 
champion  of  the  Rights  of  Man.  He  rofe,  at  about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  in  wrath,  declaring  be 
had  never  been  fo  infulted  before,  and  to  be  on 
par  with  the  loquacious  female,  he  declared  that  be 
ever  thought  it  his  duty  to  be  on  his  guard  againft 
difienters,  who  were  a  pack  of  hypocrites ;  and 
defired  Chapman  to*  come  to  a  fettlement,  before  he 
proceeded  any  further  with  his  work.  The  printer 
gathered  courage  from  the  overflowings  of  his  wife's 
fpleen,  and  next  day  fent  Pain  the  remainder  of  his 
copy,  together  with  a  letter  explaining  his  motives. 
Pain  returned,  to  apologize,  but  the  printer  was  im- 
placable, and  he  was  obliged  to  procure  another 
perfon  to  go  on  with  the  work.  This,  then,  is  a 
narrative  of  the  event,  for  which  Pain,  with  his 
ufual  fallacy,  declares  himfelf  utterly  unable  to 
accouat. 

Within  a  week  after  IV^r.  Chapman  had  returned 

the  copy,  Pain  announced  the  caufe  which  delayed 

*5'Man.  the  publication.     In  the  pazetteer.  Pain  publiihed 

that  the  compofition^ being  now  paft,  the  copy  ^^^ 

given,  a  few  weeks  Jince^  to  two  printers,  who  were 

to  print  it  fpeedily.    They  printed  about  half  of  iU 

and 


1791. 


find  ijben,  being  alarmed  hyfome  intihiaiifns 
to  go  further ;  ^ut  another  printer  had  t; 
and  'in  the  co\irfe  of  the  ne:^,. month,  it 
pear  ''•  Pain^  had  now  told  t%m  Jiories  at 
daufe  of  the  delay,  which  invalidate  each  otl 
the  one  account,  the  copy  had  been  delii 
ft^Tie  printer  in  September  1791  ;  in  the  o 
count,  the  copy  was  deUyeri^  to  ty^o  printer 
the  25th  of  January  i792«  In  the  fprft  : 
P^dn  wasr  totally  at  a.lofs  to  account  for  the 
.refufing  to  Continue  the  work.  In  the  fee 
count,  P^in  fays  that  the  printers  were  alar 
Jime  intimtiHanst^  from  the  meffengers  of  the  i 
doubt.  Whidi.of  thefe  accouuts  are  we 
lieVie  s  or  (hall  we,  after  iuch  palpable  tergiv* 
believe  any  account  which  is  given  by  JPain  i 
Yet  let  us  trace  him  a  little  further,  throi 
mazes  of  duplicity,  that  we  may  judge  of  his 
in  any  cafe.  He  now  tells  what  indeed  is  1 
be  trufe,  that  he  gave  his  copy  to  the  pr 
September  laft;  let  us  fuppofe  the  15th 
tember :  from  the  15th  of  September,  to  t 
of  January  following,  there  paffed  away 
weeks.  Now^  when  the  memorable  quari 
pened .  between  the  printer  and  Pain,  onl 
iheets  had  faffed  through  the  prefs )  fo  thj 

*  In  the  Gazetteer  of  Wedncfday  th.e  »5tJi  January  179* 
xht  foHoHiiitig  koiiee,  the  air,  and  fehtiitienis,  and  Ifyie,  of  wh 
deoionftrate  the  >'«i/tf«//6rfry 

"  Mr.  PAIN, 
*'  It  is  known,  is  to  produce  another  work  this  feafon. 
*'  The  compofition  of  this  is  now  paft,  and  it  was  gii 
**  weiit  fince,  to  two  printers,  whofe  preifes  it  was  to  go  t! 
**  fpeedily  as  poflible.  They  printed  about  half  of  it,  and  t 
**  aiarmed  hy  fime  intiwuttioni,  refufed  to  go  further*  Some 
*<  thus  occurred,  but  another  printer  has  taken  it,  and,  in  th( 
**  next  months  it  will  appear. 

**^  Its  title  is  to  be  a  repetition  of  the  former,  *  Thb  R] 
"  Man,*  of  which  the  words  <  Part  tbt  SecotuT  willfliew  tt 
**  continuation.^*— None  but  Pain  could  write  fuch  an 
«fitf,— O. 

X  2 


3oB  P  A  I  H. 

than  two  weeks  were  employed  on  ever^  iheet^. 
And  it  is  a  known  faft,  that  F^  kept  his  prooft 
frequently  a  week,  often  a  fortnight,  mi  fometimes 
longer.  He  was  all  ihejbiteen  weeh  cafting  about 
for  matter,  receiving  hints  and  corre£tions,  and 
waiting  for  events*  He  knew  that  the  writer  \Aa 
gets  into  a  chapter  of  mfcellames^  may  go  forward 
or  itop  Ihort  when  he  pkdes.  And  Fsdn  wag 
plainly  watching  for  a  moment  of  misfcvtune,  when 
he  might  urge  difcontent  into  fory,  bypublifliing 
his  fectmd  part  on  fome  fadious  night.  But  the 
parhament  met,  without  waiting  for  his  publication : 
The  day  of  triumph  pafled  over  while  he  loitered  in 
the  prefs :  The  nation  exulted  in^  her  profperity, 
while  he  fat  calculating  with  aritlunetical  preci&on^ 
the  depth  of  her  diftrefles,  and  the  benefits,  but  not 
the  miferies,  of  anarchy.    * 

It  was  owing  to  the  forwoing  caufes,  that  Pain^ 
who  had  returned  his  proof  iheets  fo  flowly  before^ 
itras  now  obliged  to  accelerate  the  prefs.  He  was 
compelled  to  perform  a  harder  talk ;  to  find  plau* 
fible  reafons  for  poftponing  his  work,  till  the  un- 
propitious  day  of  general  £»dsfa£tion.  The  book 
would  have  been  publiflied  before  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  he  fays,  ^^  had  the  work  appeared  at 
^  the  time  the  printer  had  engaged  to  fini&it.'' 
But  this  aflertion,  as  we  have  already  ihewn,  cannot 
be  true  y  for  no  printer  can  perform  his  engage- 
ment if  the  author  return  not  the  proofs ;  and  no 
printer  can  be  benefited  by  the  ftanding  ftill  of  his 
prefs. 

.  ^  Before  the  fad  evening  of  the  fatal  quarrel,  being  the  1 6th  of  Ja- 
nuary i79s>  the  (heet  ifhad  been  printed  ,  now,  from  BtoB,  there 
ave  fevan  iheeta.  But  the  iheets  I  and  iT  were  alfo  fet  uu ;  now*  tbefe 
two  may  be  confldered  as  another  ftieet }  and,  of  contcquencey  it  is 
frond  that  there  ^ere  no  more  than  <ffi#  flieeto  printed  m  the  /xtmrl 
weeksy  from  the  15th  of  September  to  the  tyth  of  January  following. 
Thia  muft  he  allowed  to  be  ycry  /hw  prMng  iadecci,  latheo  (ven  /wt 
Jbeeti  a  day  may  be  done  with  eafc*— O. 

Of 


murder  of  the  king  of  Sweden  in  his  own  palace 
afforded  Pain  an  opportunity  of  exclaiming  with 
diabolical  triumph,  "  Aye^  you  fee  how  crowns  are 
*'  melting  away  /"  and  of  adding  with  explanatory 
archnefs,  "  nere  is  a  kettle  boiling  in  this  country.^* 
Apr.i79»-  He  w^  invited  by  his  friend  Mr.  W.  Sharp,  the 
tbrcolm^  engraver,  to  pafs  a  few  months  with  him  in  the 
try*     .     country  ;   and  lodged  at  the  houT^  of  one  Tanner 
at  Bromley  in  Kent,  from  which  he  feldom  fallied 
i3ih  Apr.  forth.     He  attended  at  the  anniv^rfary  meeting  of 
the  conftitutional  fociety  at  the  London  Tavern,  as 
isarrcfte^.  one  of  the  ftewards.     This  was  the  laft  public  din^ 
ner  he  affifted  at  in  England,  and  from  this  he 
might  as  well  have  flayed  away  ;  for  the  affignees  of 
Whitefide,  lured  by  the  hope  of  getting  in  their  out- 
ftanding  demand,  and  incited  by  the  knowledge  of 
^  faft  fo  unufual  as  his  public  appe?irance,  at  a  given 
time  and  place,  fued  out  a  writ  againft  him  for  the 
amount  of  his  note.     This  bufinefs  was  conduced 
fo  fecretly,  that  the  fociety  knew  nothing  of  the 
tranfaftion.     He  was  carried,  by  Wild  the  officer, 
to  the  King's  Head  lock-up  houfe  in  Wood-ftreet, 
till  he  was  bailed  by  Johnfon  the  bookfeller,  and 
by  Wilkie  another  bookfeller,  who  at  Johnfon's 
*7tb  May.  requeft  joined  in  the  bond.     Soon  after  the  inform-. 
JS.'''  ation  had  been  filed  againft  him,  his  hoft  at  Brom- 
•  ley,  difcovering  the  real  name  and  charafter  of  his 
lodger,  gave  information  of  his  difcovery  to  Mr. 
JSTorman,  the  neareft  magiftrate.     Pain  oeing  ap- 
prized of  the  circumftance,  made  a  hafty' retreat 
irom  the  country,  and  agjun  repaired  to  the  6bfcure 
purlieus  of  Fetter-lane. 
June.         Her6'  he  was  not  idle:  he  wrote  feveral  letters 
iSjc'a4u8.  ^^   ^  .contemptible  feditious   newfpaper   called  the 
'  Argus  \    which    were   afterwards  diftributed  from 
the  pamphletrfliops,   under  the   title  of  Pains  four 
His  Ad-    Letters  on   Government.      He  afterwards  produced 
I^^AcT     ^^^  Address  to   the  Adj)resser5,  which  was, 
drefleiii    Jjke  the  Rights  of  Man^  printed  on  a  fra^lI  type 


ated  xlingy  paper,  and  fold  for  a  groat    In  t 

perior   edition,    it  was  contained  in  fevenr 

pages  ;  in  the  inferior,  in  forty.     It  is  writ 

liie  ufual  ftyle  and  manner,-  without  any  nov 

foften  his  coarfenefs,  or  any  information  to 

for   the  boafts  of  fuperior  knowledge.     Thii 

filous  work  was  afterwards  an  objeft  of  leg: 

.fecution:  but  Pain  having,  previous  to  its  p 

tion,  withdrawn  himfelf  from  the  reach  of  tho 

he  had  infulted  and  defied,  the  puni(hment 

the  publifher. 

His  fame  now  acquired  its  highefl  poffib 

nifh  in  the  eyes  of  the  French  legiflature.     I 

made  himfelf  obnoxious  to  a  regular  gover 

to  the  government  of  England.     This  was  : 

of  fufEcient  magnitude  to  induce  the  Briflbt 

forgive  his  having  dedicated  his  book  to  their 

la  Fayette,  and  to  cherilh  him  as  a  fit  medi 

propagating  thofe  calumnies  by  which  they  ir 

to  inflame  the  minds  of  their  countrymen,  and 

them  to  approve  the  hoftilities  already projeded 

England  and  her  allies.     Accordingly  Gua< 

principal  orator  of  the  party,  made  a  fpeech 

legifladve  aflembly,  demonftrating  how  pr 

would  be  to  call  Pain,  Prieftly,  and  fome  ot 

the  enviable  dignity  of  French  citizens.     T 

afterward3  decreed,  on  the  motion  of  the  fa: 

tor,  in  terms  which  will  afford  an  excellei 

mentary  on  the  writings  of  thofe  who  maim 

paflivenefs,  and  deny  the  premeditated  aggrc 

tbe  Frengh  towards  tips  country  ^    It  muft 

rec 


f  "  The  national  aifemblyy  conftdering  that  thofe  men,  ^ 
O  writings  and  their  valour ^  bawtferved  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  pan 
«  fir  the  enfrattcbifiment  ofnatieus,  cannot  be  looked  upon  as 
•*  by  a  nation  rendered  free  by  its  own  knowledg^e  and  v:|)oi 

"  Confideringy  that  if  five  yeari  refidence  in  France  is  i 
"  obtain  for  a  foreigner  the  title  of  French  citizen  ^  that  til 
*'  more  juftly  due  to  thoie  who,  whatever  be  the  foil  they  inlfabi 
*«  fiaaitd  their  armt  end  their  vigiis  ti  tbipurpoft  of  defending  the 
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reeolieaed  that  ram,  at  toe  momeiit  of  reoaviag 
this  homage,  was  under  profecution  for  the  very 
writings  fo  oftentatiouily  commended  by  the  go« 
icenunent  of  a  cauatrY,   then  bypocridc^  pre- 
tending to  maintain  the  lelatiMs  of  peace  aod 
amity. 
Bieacd         In  confequence  of  this  natural^zatxHi,  an  mmpt 
^^^'^    was  made  hy  the  Briflbtines  to  obtabi  his  ekftioa 
?f  Btjoft*    as  member  c^  the  convention  for  Paris  ^  but  thia 
was  iruftrated  by  the  &£Uoq  of  Robe^ierre  and 
Marat'.    Calais  however  repaired  the  iojury  dooe 
him  by  the  capital  ^ ;  and  Abbeville  was  ^o  de- 
firous  of  feemg  the  champioa  of  anarchy  amongft 
her   reprefentatives,    but   was    prevented  by  the 
knowledge  of  his  pvevious  election  fos  Calais'. 
Gott  to        He  was  informed  of  this  honour  by  citizen  Au« 
Fnoc^.     jUtjert,  who  was  deputed  for  that  purpofe*    He 
had  previoufly  fecured  the  z«lous  affe^iion  of  the 


**  ttt^vg  tbt  limUt  tf  humsM  kmwMgt  | 
•*  Coniiderine*  that  though  it  may  not  he  permitted  to  hope  thtt 

V  men  vil^  ai  tome  pertod»  form  in  focial  r^lation^  aa  in  ^mttt 
<<  but  one  famiiy,  one  fingle  aflbciaiion,  yet'  the  friends  of  librrtT 
*<  and  uniTer^l  nratecnity'ottght  not  to  be  lefs  dear  to  a  nation  wbick 

V  has  decreed  her  cenonciation  of  all  aMiqiicafl,,  and  her  dt6n  of  fia- 
f<  tcmiaation  with  all  the  worldj 

<'  ConHdering,  finally,  that  at  the  moment  when  a  national  con- 
M.  vention  it  about  to  fix  the  lote  of  Fiiince»  tnifarUfi  ufnfw  M 
i*  qf  ta  mtaikiwdy  it  belongs  to  a  free  and  generous  people  to  call  io  aU 
f«  the  intelligence  they  can  obtain,  and  to  fuhmit  the  right  of  con- 
M  curring  in  this  grand  zSt  of  reafon  to  men  who^  by  their  fcntiinnitSi 
¥  their  writinga*  and  their  valonr^  have  Hiewn  thwKlvea  fQ  e»iK»^T 
M  worthy  of  it  I 

"  Decrees^  that  the  title  of  French  citiien  be  conferred  on  Uritfh^ 
¥  Pryiih  and  fixteen  more.'*^  See  M.ercure  de  France »  vol.  de  bep- 
tembre  1791^  p.  14*  %%-  Madame  Roland  explains  with  no  lefs  force, 
the  ffMreafons  of  hi«  naturalisation.    **  Payne  was  declared  a  French 

V  citizen  as  oneof  thofe  celebrated  foreigners  whom  the  nation  ougnV 
**  with  eagernefs,.  to  adopt.  He  was  known  by  his  writings,  which 
*'  had  been  ufeful  in  the  American  revolution^  and  m^hfta^  cmtn^ 
¥  buteiffr^et  $ftt  m  J$tfgfandl**     Appel»  vol.  ii.  p.  19. 

*»  Louvet*8  Narrative^  p.  so. 

s  Printed  Lifts  in  Political  State  of  Europe^  Goi|denetz*sEpocbi|&c. 

y  Moore*s  Jown^Uy  vol.  i.  {^..Sfil*. 


Ibciedbs  m  Ei^Iand,  by  an  oftentatious  d( 
xeal  or  pretended^  of  one  thoufand  pounds,  1 
dtuce  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  to  the  confli 
Ibciety,  to  be  idifpoCed  of  as  they  might  thir 
per  ^.  He  now  bade  a  laft  fiairewel  to  Fett 
and,  accompanied  by  Audibert  and  Mr.  Froi 
to  Dover.  Here  their  trunks  were  di 
Smirched  by  the  cuftom-houfe  officers :  but  i 
b«ng  found  to  fupport  an  information  whi 
l>een  kid,  they  replaced  every  thing  as  thei 
it:.  Pain,  who  probably  thought  diis  vigil: 
a.  revenue  officer  a  libel  on  his  own  condufi 
jsame  fituation,  wrote  a  letter  of  ciamorou 
-plaint  to  Mr.  Dundas,  as  did  citizen  AchlUe 
l^ert.  This  citizen  alfo  publifhed  a  letter,  ii 
be  threatened  to  profecute  the  cuftom-houfe 
k^ut  it  appears  that  he  was  better  entitled 
xiame  of  Rodotaont  than  Achilles^  as  he  never 
%oaftful  threats  in  execution. 

After  a  paflage  of  three  hours,  they  an 
Calais ;  where,  between  the  interpretati 
^hili^,  and  the  dumb^fhew  of  Thomas,  tl 
tors  and  the  reprefentatives  underflood,  or 
diey  underflood,  mutual  expreffions  of  gc 
and  devotion  ^ 

He  took  his  feat  in  the  conventbn ;  but 
^orance  of  the  French  language  reduced  hi 
{late  of  filence  not  very  agreeable  to  his  difp 
He  was,  however,  chofen  one  of  the  comiu 
the  conftitution "",  after  the  abolition  of  r 
but  what  in  particular  was  the  refult  of  his 
is  not  afcertained.  He  was  alfo  one  of  n 
Koland^B  cabinet  party,  though  the  lady  d( 
'  jfi^m  to  have  been  impreflfed  with  notions  v 

^  See  Pain*8  Letter  to  the  Conftitutional  Society,  in  the 
Chronicle  of  the  9th  July  1791.-0. 

^  See  the  Letters  above  alluded  to,  and  one  defcribing 
ccption,  in  Jordan*!  Politica)  State  of  Europe,  vol.  i.  p.  459 

m.  P^batist.^ 


ittkNor,  vantaeeous  to  him  '•  He  affifted  at  a  dinner  given 
at  White's  hotel,  to  celebrate  the  vi&ories  gained 
by  the  French.  A  great  number  of  Englifli  demo^ 
crats  were  affembled ;  Mn  J.  H.  Stone  was  in  the 
chain  They  midook  the  infpirations  of  Bacchus 
for  thofe  of  philofophy,  and  in  their  flowing  cups 
aflPefted  to  legiflate  and  to  prophefy.  They  toafted 
"  the  zholition  of  hereditary  titles  in  England:"— 
**  Thomas  Pain,  and  the  new  mode  of  advertif. 
**  ing  good  books  J  by  proclamation,  and  the  court  of 
,  *•  king's  bench :" — "  The  approaching  national  con* 
**  veniion  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland :"  and  many 
iimilar  fentiments.  Thefe  drunken  frolics  would 
not  deferve  notice,  but  for  the  ridiculous  ceremony 
which  enfued,  of  fending  an  addrds  on  the  fubjefb, 
which  was  warmly  received  by  the  national  con- 
vention**, 
Hti  con.  With  the  fumes  of  the  wine  ftill  in  his. head,  and 
ti^  kfog't  the  dinof  mufic  performed  at  the  feaft  by  the  band  be- 
tnai.  longing  to  the  German  legion  ftill  in  his  ears, Painpro- 
ceeded  to  write  his  opinion  refpefting  the  trial  of  the 
tiifl  Nov.  unfortunate  king.  In  this  opinion,  which  was  read 
for  him  in  the  convention,  he  confidered  Louis  XVI. 
as  a  confederate  tin  an  univerfal  confpiracy,  which 
threatened  not  only  the  liberty  of  France,  but  that 
of  every  other  nation  ;  he  confidered  hira  as  a  cul- 
prit, whofe  trial  might  lead  all  people  to  a  know- 
ledge and  a  deteftation  of  the  monarchical  fyftem, 
and  of  the  plots  and  intrigues  of  their  own  courts : 
he  therefore  voted  for  the  trial  ^.  After  fuch  a  fen- 
tence  as  this,  and  after  voting  the  king  guilty  on  the 
firft  appcl  nominal^  with  how  little  reafon  do  the  ad-i 
mirers  of  Pain  afFeft  to  extol  his  merciful  difpofition, 
and  exonerate  him  from  the  ignominy  attached  to 
the  murderers  of  that  unhappy  monarch,  on  ac-? 

"  Appel,  vol.  ii.  p.  29. 

»  Jordan's  Political  Sta^e  ofEurcpe,  vol.ii#  p.  777.    Dcbat^J^ 

9  i^cbatc?. 
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eount  of  his  fubfequent  exertions  ^.     On  the  quef- 
tion  of  punifhmenti  he  voted  againft  death,  and  for  19*  Jan, 
Jba^xiifliment ;   and  when  the  refpite  of  the  fentence    '''^* 
^^^s^s  moved  for,  he  delivered  an  opinion,  which  was 
read   by  Bancal.     .  It  began  by  ftaring,    that  it 
'wrould  have  been  better  if  the  national  convention 
liad  contented  themfelves  with  pafling  on  Louis  a 
fentence  of  imprifonment  tilt  the  peace:  but  fince 
they  had  condemned  him  to  death,  he  voted  for  a 
Asfpenfion  of  the  execution.     He  afligned  as  a  reafon, 
the  neceffity  of  not  giving  oflFence  to  foreign  powers, 
particularly  to  the  Americans,  who,  he  afTured  the 
convention,  would  look  with  an  evil  eye  on  the  ex- 
ecution of  Louis  Capet.     In  conclufion  he  faid,— 
♦*  France  has  now  no  ally  except  America,  and 
**  that  ally  is  the  only  one  who  can  furnifh  naval 
**  ftores.     Now  it  happens  unfortunately  in  the 
♦^  prefent  cafe,  that  the  objeft  of  our  prefent  difcuf- 
^*  lion  is  looked  upon  by  the  United  States  as  the 
^*  perfon  to  whom  they  are  indebted  for  their  li- 
*^  berty.     I  can  affure  you  that  his  execution  will 
♦*  fpread  through  the  dates  a  general  affliftion.     If 
^*  I  were   capable  of   fpeaking  French,    I  myfelf 
♦*  would  defcend  to  the  bar,  and  in  the  name  of  my 
^*  American  brethren  prefent  a  petition  for  a  re- 
^^  fpite.**    This  obfervation  excited   the  murmurs 
of  the  Mountain :  Marat  faid  that  Pain  was  biafled 
by  the  contrafted  notions  of  his  original  religion, 
that  of  a  quaker ;  Thuriot  affirmdd  that  the  con- 
vention was  impofed  on  by  a  falfe  tranflation ;  Ga- 
ran  afferted  that  he  had  feen  the  original,  and  that 
the  tranflation  was  perfeftly  correft.     Bancal  pro- 
ceeded :    "  Your  executive  counfel  have  recently 
♦^  nominated  an  ambaflador  to  the  United  States  of 
<^   America,  who  is  to  fet  fail  in  a  few  days.     No- 
<«  thing  could  afford  greater  pleafure  to  your  alliesi 
f  ^  than  for  him,  on  his  arrival,  to  addrefs  them  to 

9  ^e^  Iniipartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  34.7. 


*^  this  effed:  that  in  confideradom  of  the  ihare 
^^  Louis  Capet  had  borne  in  the  American  revolu- 
^^  tion,  and  of  the  grief  the  Americans  might  feel 
^  at  his  execution,  you  had  granted  him  a  refpite. 
^  Ah,  citizens  !  do  not  afford  to  the  defpot  of  £ng« 
^  land  the  fatisfa^on  of  feeing  that  man  perifli  on 
^^  the  fcaffold,  who  affifted  in  releafmg  from  their 
**  chains  my  dear  brethren  of  America  '.'* 

Hia  trial.  While  his  attention  was  thus  occupied  with  the 
trial  of  a  dethroned  monarch  in  Paris,  his  own  trial 
was  coming  on  in  London ;  fo  that  while  he  bt  as 
a  judge  in  the  one  capital,  he  was  arraigned  as  a 
criminal  in  the  other.  The  information  fileid  againfl: 
him  in  Eafter  term  came  on  to  be  tried,  before 

i«th  Dec.  lord  Kenyon  and  a  fpecial  jury  at  GuildhaU,  in  the 
*^'*'  fittings  after  Michaelmas' term.  The  attorney-ge- 
neral ',  in  a  moil  able  fpeech,  ftated  the  enormity 
of  the  offence  of  which  the  defendant  had  been 
guilty ;  expofed  the  fallacies  of  his  reafoning ;  de- 
teftcd  the  rancoi^r  of  his  heart,  affefting  difguife 
under  the  femblauce  of  virtue  and  moderation; 
and,  fo  the  utter  aftonifliment  of  the  court  and  jury, 
produced  a  letter  written  to  him  by  the  defendant 
from  Paris,  which  for  impudent  mendacity,  fcur* 
rility,  and  impertinence,  exceeded  whatever  the 
imagination  could  fuggeft.  It  infulted  the  nation 
by  calling  the  king  Mr.  Guelph,  and  threatened  the 
judge,  the  attorney-general,  and  Ae  jury,  with  the 
moft-  horrible  c6nfequences  if  the  trial  proceeded  ^ 
Very  few  witneffes  were  called,  and  they  were 
chiefly  examined  to  prove  his  hand-writing*  He 
had  every  affiftance  in  his  defence  which  jurifpru- 
dential  knowledge  could  give.  Five  counfel  held 
briefs  for  him,  three  of  them  **  juftly  celebrated  for 

'  Robefpieire  a  fes  Commettans ,  vol.  ii.  p.  %%%»    Moore*s  Journali 
vol.ii,  p.  587.    Debates. 

*  Sir  Archibald  Macdonald,  now  cbief  baron  of  the  exchequer. 
»  Set  the  letter  at  length  in  the  Appendix,  N»  VIH. 

•  The  Hon,  Mr.  Ei&ioe,  Mr.  Pig^ott^  and  Mr.  (now  ferjeant) 
S^bepheid. 
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learning  and  abilities.    Mr.  Erfkine,  in  his  addrefs 
to  tt%e  jury,  exerted  all  the  powers  of  that  perfuafive 
eloquence  and   admirable  memory  for  which  he 
is  fo  juftly  celebrated :    he  endeavoured  to  diftin- 
gui(h  between  the  author's  doftrines  and  intentions, 
and  to  (hew  that  the  one  might  be  pure,  though  the 
other  were  unintentionally  pernicious.    **  I  am  not,'* 
he  faid,   ^'  afking  your  opinion  of    the   doftrines 
**  themfelves,  you  have  given  them  already  pretty 
*'  vifibly  fince  I  began  to  addrefs  you  ;  but  I  fhall 
**  appeal  not  only  to  you,  but  to  thofe  who,  without 
*'  our  leave,  will  hereafter  judge,  without  appeal, 
'*  of  all  that  we  are  doing  to-day  ;  whether,  upoa 
**  the  matter  which  I  hafteh  to  lay  before  you,  you  . 
*'  caa  refiife  in  juftice  to  pronounce,  that  from  his 
*« -education,  from  the  accidents  and  habits  of  his 
*'  life,  from  the  time  and  occafion  of  the  publica- 
**  tion,  from  the  circumftances  attending  it,  and 
*'  from  every  line  and  letter  of  the  work  itfelf,  and 
**  all  his  other  writings,  before  and  even  fince,  his 
**  confcience  and  underftanding  fno  matter  whether 
**  ernmeoujly  or  not)  were  deeply  and  folemnly  im- 
^*  prcflTed  with  the  matters  contained  in  his  book ; 
•*  that  he  addrefled  it  to  the  reafon  of  the  nation  at 
^*  large,  and  not  to  the  paflions  of  individuals ;  and 
**  that  in  the  iffue  of  its  influence,  he  contem- 
**  plated  only  what  appeared  to  (him  though  it  may 
**  wd  to  us)  to  be  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  Eng- 
**  land,  and  of  the  whole  human  race  *.     But  the 
powers  of  oratory  and  genius  were  exerted  in  vain  ; 
in  fuch  a  caufe  no  eflForts  could  induce  the  jury  to 
remove  the  mountain  of  culpability  which  refted  on 
the  fhoulders  of  the  defendant.     The  refult  of  the 
trial  is  well  ftated  in  the  unornamented  words  of  the 
reporter,  who,  purfuing  his  account  from  the  con- 
cluding   period   of   Mr.  Erfkine's   fpeech,    fays, — 
*'  The  attorney-general  arofe  immediately  to  reply 

»  Trill  of  Pain,  Gurncy^s  edition,  p.  i»x. 
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-  ^  to  Mr;  Eriklne,  when  Mr.  Campbdl,  tlie  forci 
**  man  of  the  jury,  faid,  **  My  lord,  I  am  autho* 
**  rifed  by  the  jury  here  to  inform  the  attorney- 
<^  general,  that  a  reply  is  not  neceflary  for  them^ 
*^  unlefs  the  attorney-general  wiihes  to  make  it,  or 
**  your  lordfhip.  Mr.  attorney-general  fat  down; 
**  and  the  jury  gave  in  their  verdi£t,  guijlty  ^" 
The  conviction  of  Pain  as  a  malignant  libeller  was 
followed  by  effects  which  were  unexpe&ed  by  him' 
felf,  and  unforefeen  by  his  patrons.  He  was  ere 
long  burnt  with  his  books  in  almoft  every  vilhge  of 
England,  with  circumilances  which  plainly  denoted 
popular  contempt  for  his  do£lrines,  and  popular 
hatred  of  his  perfon*  His  conviftion  was  purfued 
to  outlawry ;  and  having  joined  with  the  convention 
at  Paris,  in  a  declaration  of  war  againft  Great  firi' 
tain,  he  became  thereby  a  traiton 
1795.         But  though  he  had  thus  caft  oflf  his  native  coun* 

rificlncc."  ^^y>  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  which  he  had  betaken  him- 
felf,  on  the  faith  of  folenrn  invitations  and  aflurances^ 
very  different  from  a  peaceable  afylum.     Attached, 
as  far  as  he  was  capable  of  attachment,  to  the  Brit 
fotine  party,   he  had  the  mortification  to  witnefs 
their  degradation,  expulfion,  and  execution.    He 
was  one  of  the  feventy-three  who  figned  the  proteft 
PuWtftics    againft  the  proceedings  of  the  3 1  ft  of  May.    He  fell 
K wfon* °^  ^^^^  infignificance  as  a  legiflator ;    and  to  amufe 
parti/      himfelf,   and  contribute  all  in  his  power  to  the 
emancipation  of  the  human  mind  from  every  reli- 
gious and  moral  obligation,  he  compofed,  or  rather 
compiled,  for  there  is  nothing  new  in  it,  his  firft 
part  of  the  Age  of  Reason.     In  this  work  he  at- 
tacks the  bulwark  of  faith,  with  feeble  arguments 
and  clumfy  ribaldry,  with  all  the  perverfions  and 
mifreprefentations  of  fraud  and  ignorance. 
Deprived        He  foon  found  that  Robefpierre*s  caftle  of  the 
fcndfenrto  Luxembourg  was  as  impenetrable  a  prifon  as  the 

prifoD, 

7  Trial  of  Pain,  Gur^ey's  edition,  p.  195. 
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knig^s  caftle  of  Baftille,  in  the  taking  of  wh 

had  fo  much  rejoiced.     He  found  that  when  i\ 

wete  freed  from  the  reftraints  of  law,  and  rai{ 

the  artifices  of  £adfe  reafoning,  above  the  did: 

confdence,  no  fituation,  no  guaranty,  no  par 

tion  of  guUty  no  plea  of  innocence,  affords  a  { 

tion.     He  was,  by  a  decree  of  the  Mountain 

prired  of  his  feat  in  the  convention^  and  fooi 

committed  to  the  prifon  of  the  Luxembourg, 

In  this  fituation,  he  exerted  all  the  effoi 

£mcy  could  fupply  to  obtain  his  liberation. 

putation  of  Americans  refiding  in  Paris  went 

bar  of  the  convention  to  reclaim'  him  as  a  co 

man,  but  Vadier,  the  prefldent,  informed  thet 

Pain  was  no  countryman  of  theirs,  but  an  Ei 

man;  and  it  was  hinted  to  them  by  one  of  the 

inittce  of  general  fafety,  that  their  interpofitio 

irregular,  as  it  was  only  the  a6t  of  indivi 

^vithout  any  authority  from  the  American  g< 

ment  *.     In  faft,  he  was  as  little  beloved  in  Ai 

as  in  England;  his  principles  were  fo  inimi 

every  thing  like  a  regular  government,  tha 

Adams  himfelf  had  written  an  anfwer  to  the  ] 

of  Man,  in  which  he  not  only  cautioned  the  i 

of  America,  but  thofe  of  England,  againft  it 

trines.     Pain,   difappointed  in  this  effiart,  h: 

courfe  to  the  club  of  Cordeliers,  hoping  th 

preachers  of  atbdfm  would  favour  the  publii 

the  Age  of  Reafon.     But  that  body  fcomed 

they  fent  him  no  other  anfwer  than  a  copy 

fpeech  in  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  king  *.     l 

now  no  refource  but  hard  drinking,  difpui 

^ith  Clootz  in  favour  of  the  few  religious  prii 

he  ftill  affefted  to  retain  ^,  and  the  hope  tl 

"^ightbe  able,  by  dint  of  indefatigable  pa 

*  Jordan's  Political  State  of  Eaiopc,  Vol.  Vi.  p.  74,     Pain 
*o  WaOiirgton,  p.  14.  ^ 

*  Se€  Goudcmetz*s  Hiftoncal  Epochs,  p.  86. 
.Mifs  WilJiams't  L&tters  in  1794,  vol.  ii.  p.  177, 


ance^  to  mterefl;  the  American  goiteniiiieiit  lb  Us 
iarour  \  The  firft  of  diefe  eqo jmeiits  wu  taken 
,  from  him  by  the  inotafed  fe?eritie&  iriiich  the  xtF 
publican  government  dioogfat  proper  to  inpofe  cm 
the  prifimers ;  die  fixond,  by  Ae  death  of  tibe  Fhif- 
Aanatheift;  and  the  laft  was  vedoced  ahnoft  to  no- 
thing by  the  difficulty  of  conveying  letters^  wtuch 
he  could  only  do  througrh  the  lamp-lighter,  who 
Hiked  his  head  to  oblige  nim)  andby  htsrecetrng 
no  anfwers'* 

Faiii  iH.  During  his  omfinement  he  fd  ill  of  a  fever,  and 
loft  his  lenies  for  upwaods  dF  a  month.  It  is  pro- 
bable,  if  we  may  believe  him^  that  he  was  iivMted 
to  this  drcumftance  for  the  prefervadon  of  his  life» 
A  memorandum  was  found  in  Robefpierre's  band* 
writing,  after  his  bll,  in  thefe  words :  ^  To  move 
^  for  a  decree  of  accufadon  againft  Thomas  ?m 
^^  for  the  intereft  of  Amerka  as  wdl  as  of  Ftaace'/' 

Is  re.        How  far  the  ffovemment  of  America  was  mterefted 

bj  atc-   ^  *^  *"*  ^*  ^^  outcaft  cannot  be  afcertaincd; 

rica.  '  but  when  Robefpierre  was  no  more.  Fain  received 
information,  in  the  moft  unqualifiol  terms,  that 
*^  he  was  not  confidered  by  the  American  govern^ 
^  ment,  or  by  individuals,  as  an  American  ci^ 
«  rizen^" 

Is  li^rat-      At  length  the  death  of  Robeftnerre  facilitated  B 

•**•  reftoratbn  to  liberty  and  to  the  legiflative  bodyi 

but  thofe  events  did  not  take  place  fo  foon  as  mi^^ 

4th  Nor.  have  been  expefled.  Mr.  Monroe,  the  American 
minifter,  interceded  for  him,  and  obtained  bis  en^ 
largement ;  and,  in  little  more  than  a  month  after^ 

7th  Dec.  wards,  a  decree  of  the  convention  invited  him  ^^ 
refume  his  feat. 

«  Pain't  Letter  to  MralhiDgtoa>  p^  ij,  et  leq, 
'I  Idem^  p*  i7*  ft 

«  Uvm,  p.  t6.    The  lame  ftory  is  told  in  tbe  Preface  toJi^M^^ 
Reafon,  part  II. 
f  IdtOif  p.  iS* 

His 


Hk  firft  publication,  when  reftored  to  tlie  < 
of  a  legiflator,  was  a  Dissertation  on  the 
pRiNCiPi-ES  OF  Govern MENT.  The  occai 
thi^  produftion  was  the  formation  of  the  new  ] 
conftitution,  which,  requiring  fome  qualificai 
property,  was  not  -fuffidently  democratic  f 
approbation.  He  diftributed  his  book  as  a  p 
to  a  fpeech  which  he  afterwards  delivered  in  th 
vention,  and  which  met  with  little  attention,  ani 
fome  difficulty  obtained  the  honours  of  the  impr 
The  Dijertation  was  reprinted  in  London  b 
Griffiths,  but  its  merits  were  fo  fmall  that  it  fo 
uito  difregard^  and  though  the  fale  of  it  has  no 
reftrained  by  profecution,  it  is  little  read. 

Soon  after  this,  he  publiihed  a  second 
oip  THE  Age  of  Reason,  in  which  he  renews 
attack  on  the  bible  with  increafed  acrimony ; 
as  it  fiiited  the  views  of  the  democratic  party  h 
loofen  the  ties  of  public  faith,  it  was  diffemi 
like  the  Rights  of  Man,  by  means  of  cheap  ec 
and  affisded  recommendations.  Several  ai 
appeared ;  but,  however  well  meant,  they  all 
before  the  fuperior  luftre  of  that  produced  t 
learned  and  eloquent  bifhop  of  LlandafF. 
worthy  prelate,  in  his  Apology  for  the  B 
follows  the  affailant  of  Chriftianity  through 
one  of  his  affertions,  expofes  his  ignorance 
Ihamelefs  repetition  of  refuted  calumnies,  the  fi 
of  his  argumjeints,  and  the  fallacy  of  his  dedu^ 
The  arm  of  the  law  was  ftretched  forth  againl 
diftributor  of  Pain's  pernicious  treatife.  A 
formation  was  filed  againft  the  publifher,  by  tl 
tivity  of  the  fociety  for  propagating  religion,  i 
than  by  government.  Mr.  Erikine,  by  his  a 
able  fpeech  delivered  in  the  court  of  king's  b 
added  a  never-fading  leaf  to  his  laurels ;  an^ 
jury,  without  hefitation,  acquiefced  in  the  dire 
of  the  lord  chief  juftice,  and  brought  in  a  v( 
of  GUILTY  againft  the  defendant. 

VOL.  II.  Y 


Sifa April        Yet  PaiA  could  not  be  idle;   he  produced  a 
WntMthe  P8^n*P*^lc^  *^  forty-four  pages,  called  the  Decline 

Decline         AND  FaXL  OP  THE  ENGLISH  SYSTEM  OF  FiNANCE. 

•^  Fa*!*  In  this  work,  written  for  the  purpofe  of  encouraging 
France,  and  caufing  defpondency  in  England,  he 
affedts  to  demonftrate  that  this  country  is  in  the 
very  gulph  of  bankruptcy.  To  prove  this  pofition 
he  has  recourfe  to  a  feries  of  tables,  by  which  he 
afFefts  to  demonftrate  that  every  new  war  in  which 
England  engages  muft  coft  as  much  and  half  as 
much  as  the  laft  preceding  war.  This  pretended 
principle  he  affefts  to  verify  by  an  expofure  of  the 
expences  of  wars  for  a  century  paft.  The  abfurdity 
of  fuch  an  argument  muft  be  ftriking  to  every  per- 
fon  who  confiders  it.  No  reafon  is  given  why  fuch 
a  ratio  (hould  be  eftabliflied,  and  the  verificadon  of 
it  as  a  fad  depends  on  fix  inftances,  two  of  which 
faiM.  But  could  events  perfeftly  confonant,  be 
related  without  number,  they  could  never  make, 
though'  they  might  help  to  demonftrate  a  principle. 
For  example,  it  was  faid  in  old  times, 

<*  When  the  Lord  falls  in  the  lady*s  lap, 
"  Then  let  England  fear  a  mifliap," 

and  it  was  proved  that  for  a  great  length  of  time, 
whenever  Good  Friday  happened  on  Lady-day, 
feme  great  commotion  occurred  that  year  in  Eng- 
land. The  coincidence,  however,  was  merely 
cafual ;  the  fame  event  has  taken  place  feveral  times 
fmce,  and  fo  far  from  fearing  or  feeling  a  mifliap, 
the  people  of  England  hardly  knew  or  noticed  it. 
If  the  country  fuftain  no  greater  injury  from  Mr. 
PainV  politics  than  from  his  prophecies,  it  will  long 
Continue  rich,  happy,  and  refpeftable.  The  book 
Was  publifhed  by  Eaton  in  Newgate-ftreet,  and  as 
he  pretends  to  have  entered  it  at  Stationcrs'-hall, 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  it  was  either  fold  or  given 
to  him  by  the  author, 

»  See  Decline  and  Fall,  &c.  p.  xt»  and  the  notCr  , 

Paia 


Pain  next  publifhed  his  Letter  to  Ge; 
Washington,  which,  to  the  furprife  of  ev€ 
who  is  not  prepared  for  all  that  the  raoft  im 
inconfiftency  can  produce  from  a  mind  fo  abj< 
malignant,  contains  thefe  and  many  more  in 
expreffions :  "  I  know,  that  had  it  not  be 
"  the  aid  received  from  France  in  men,  mone 
"  0nps,  your  cold  and  unmilitary  conduft  woi 
"  all  probability,  have  loft  America ;  at  les 
'*  would  not  have  been  the  independent  nat 
"  now  is.  Toujlept  away  your  time  in  the  fields 
"  finances  of  the  country  were  completely  exh 

*'   AND    YOU    HAVE    BUT    LITTLE .  SHARE    i: 
**   GLORY  OF  THE    FINAL    EVENT,      Elevated 

"  chair  of  the  prefidency,  you  aflumed  the  n 
"  every  thing  to  yourfelf,  and  thenaturalingr 
**  of  your  coTi/iitution  began  to  appear.  Tou  com 
•'  your  prejidential  career  by  encouraging  anc 
"  lowing  the  grojfeji  adulation  ;  and  you  tr 
**  America  from  one  end  to  the  other  to  put 
**  felf  in  the  way  of  receiving  it.  You  h 
**  many  addreffes  in  your  cheft  as  James  the  S 
"  As  to  what  were  your  views,  for  if  you  < 
"  great  enough  to  have  ambition^  you  are  little 
**  to  have  *vanity^  they  cannot  be  direftly  ii 
**  from  expreffions  of  your  own  ;  but  the  p; 
"  of  your  politics  have  divulged  the  fe< 
When  Pain  wrote  the  dedication  to  the  firft 
the  ^ghts  of  Man  J  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  he  kne^ 
^fts,  as  he  would  call  them,  as  well  as  ir 
yet  what  did  he  fay  then  to  the  very  fame  \ 
**  Sir,  I  prefent  you  a  fmall  treadfe  in  defe 
"  thofe  principles  of  freedom   which  you 

**  EMPLARY    VIRTUE   HATH   SO   EMINENTL 
**   TRIBUTED   TO   ESTABLISH.       That   the   R 

"  Man  may  become  ai  univerfal  as  your  ben 
**  can  wijhj  and  that  you  may  enjoy  the  ha 

^  Letur  to  Waihington,  p.  %. 

y  2 


«*  of  fe^g  the  New  World  regenerate  the  Old,  is 
**  the  prayer  of.  Sir,  your  much  obliged,  and 
«•  obedient  humble  fervant,  Thomas  Fame  *.*'  This 
was  the  tribute  of  adulation  which  Paiti  thought 
proper  to  throw  in  as  his  additional  mite  to  Wafli- 
ington's  Exchequer  of  Flattery.  No  one  of  his  ene- 
mies in  the  utmoft  malignity  of  mifreprefentation 
could  have  invented  a  contradiftion  to  (hew  more 
amply  the  bafenefs  of  his  heart,  and  this  total  want 
of  principle  and  truth.  Either  he  was  ready  in 
1791  to  anfwer  a  purpofe,  to  adorn  the  brow  of 
^  pufiUanimity  and  vanity  with  the  wreath  due  to 
valour  and  public  fpirit;  or  in  1796,  under  the 
impreflion  of  imaginary  wrong,  the  defire  of  re- 
venge led  him  to  ufe  the  mod  barefaced  calumnies, 
and  palpable  untruths :  he  muft,  therefore,  be  con- 
iidered  either  as  an  abje£t  fycophant,  or  an  auda- 
cious flandeter. 

Since  this  period,  he  is  reputed  to  have  published 
fome  other  trafts,  among  which  are  Animadverfions 
^n  Mr.  Erlkine's  Speech  refpefting  the  Age  of 
Reafon,  and  a  Letter  to  the  reople  of  France,  re- 
markable for  its  inconfiftency  with  his  former  doc- 
trines, its  abjeft  flattery  of  the  prefent  rulers,  and 
its  puerile  abfurdity  \ 

I  am  now  at  the  conclufion  of  Pain's  literary  and 
political  life.  He  ftill  remains  in  France,  though  no 
longer  a  legiflator,  and  the  reafon  is  well  expreffed 
by  an  ingenious  author :  **  America  would  now 
•^  prove  a  fterile  and  unproduftive  foil  for  the  tranf- 
•*  plantation  of  fuch  a  genius,  while  ungrateful  Eu- 
♦*  rope,  (the  French  dominions  excq)ted,)  Ihutting 
«<  every  avenue  againfl  him,  bids  him  wander,  like  a 
*^  fecond  Cam,  without  an  afylum  or  a  refKng- 
•*  place  V* 

*  1  give  the  wMi  dedreatton  to  avoid  all  poflGblf  iin|nitatton  of  hav^ 
ing  perverted  the  fcnfe  by  the  unfair  produflion  of  a  part; 

*  I  have  not  feen  either  of  tbefe  pubh'cations,  and  derive  myopinioa 
9f  the  laftonly  from  the  Anti-Jacobin  Review^  p^  ai« 

'  Tench's  Correfpondencci  p.  itj^ 

After 


Afitec  £o  ample  a  detail  of  his  tranfaflioH 

his  earlieft  youth  to  the  prefent  time,  it  wo 

faperfluous  to  defcjai^t  on  his  charaftef  as  ; 

It  has  been  clouded  by  all  the  meaner  vices, 

hypocrify,  rapacity,,  c welty,  without  being  illi 

by  the   ray 3  of  on^  folitary.  virtue.     He  1 

nounce'd  Jpare^ts,  v^ife,  friends,  country,  and  r< 

without  acquiring  refped  or  confidence  fron 

in.whofe  ifavour  the  moft  important  of  thef< 

fice?  h?iy^  been  made.     He  is  declared  an  out 

£nglaiid>  renounced  as  a  citizen  by  Americ; 

except  when  occafionally   called  into    ufe 

humble  tool,  contemned  and  derided  in  Fran< 

how  little  eftimation  he  was  held  when  his  fai 

at  the  ^ligheft,  may  be  feen  by  the  following  ch 

of  hiipa  drzyv^  by  madame  Koland.    .5'  Amc 

"  perfojps  I  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving, 

^Vwhom  I  have  already  defcribed  the   m 

"  markable,  Pain  *"  xieferves  to  be  mentioned 

"  dared  3.  F^^nch  citizen^  as  one  of  thoj 

"  brated  forejgners   whom  the  nation  ougl 

"  eagernefs  to  adopt,  he  was  known  by  \ 

"  wmeh  had  been  ufeful  in  the  American 

**  tion,  ^n4  might  have  contributed  to  prodi 

^^  in  Eiigland.     I  fliall  not  take  upon  me  t 

"  de^fively  on  his  charafter  bccaufe  he  und 

**  French,  without  fpeaking  it,  and  I  was 

"  in  the  fame  fituation  with  refpeft  to  Enj 

"  was  therefore  lefs  able  to  converfe  with  h 

"  felf,  than  to  liften  to  his  difcourfes  wit 

"  whofe  political  talents  were  greater  than  ni 

"  The  boldnefs  of  his  conceptions,  the  origin 

"  his  ftyle,    the  Ilriking   truths  which   h* 

*'  throws  out  in  the  midft  of  thofe  whoi 

"*  She  f|wlU  his  name  Paynes  5  Robefpierre,  in  •'  Le  De 
la  Conftitution,'*  calls  him  Penne.  This  flight  fjft  is  : 
»nercly  to  (hew  how  little  chance  of  celebrity  remains  for  Ei 
ventures  in  a  country  where  the  writers  who  quote  them 
homage  with  fuch  ungracious  awkwardnefs  as  not  even  c 
acquire  their  appellatives. 

T3,  « 


"  offend,  muft  neceffarily  have  produced  great 
^*  effefts }  but  IJhould  think  him  better  qualified  to 
"  fcatter^  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  exprefEon,  the 
•*  Jlames  of  conflagration^  than  to  difcufs  primary  frin* 
•*  ciflex^  or  prepare  the  formation  of  a  government ". 
•*  Pain  is  more  fit  to  illumine  a  revolution,  thto  to 
•*  affift  in  framing  a  conftitution.  He  takes  up, 
•*  he  eftabliflies  thofe  great  principles  the  difplay  of 
•*  which  ftrikes  every  eye,  raviflies  a  club,  and 
**  excites  tavern  enthufiafm ;  but  for  the  cool 
**  difcuffions  of  the  committee,  for  the  regular  la- 
**  hours  of  legiflation,  I  think  David  Williams  a 
**  much  more  proper  man  \** 

I  (hall  not  enter  into  a  review  of  his  writings, 
having  taken  notice  of  feveral  at  the  time  of  relating 
their  publication,  and  others  being  fuppreffed  by 
the  laudable  vigilance  of  the  government.  It  would 
be  the  height  of  injuftice  to  deny  his  claim  to  a 
certain  ftare  of  popular  eloquence,  but  it  is.  too 
much  to  praife  him  for  originality,  uniefs  the  moft 
unlimited  mendacity  and  temerarious  prefumption 
merit  that  eulogium.  He  has  a  Angular  art  of  in- 
corporating with  the  moft  obvious  truths  the  moft 
fellacious  affumption$,  and  making  fujh  complicated 
refults  as  perfuade  rafh'  believer$,  and  confiding 
half-thinkers,  and  the  deteftioii  bf  them  requires  fo 
many  diftinftions,  that  the  perfori  who  undertakes 
to  anfwer  him  incuts  the  cenfure  of  fubtilty,  from 
thofe  who  have  not  candour  or  knowledge  enough 
to  refledk  that  the  greateft  fubtilty  lies  in  the  ufe  of 
general  pofitions.  Dolus  latei  in  univerfalihusn^  He 
|ilfo  gives  great  effeft  to  his  arguments,  by  the  in- 
troduftion  of  allegories  and  anecdotes  wnich'are 
cafily  remembered,  and  make  great  iriipreflioh,  the 

«  Thefe  exprffiions  are  very  much  foftencd  in  the  tranflation  foW  b'^ 
^ohnfon  :  the  original  is  in  thefe  words  :  <<  Mais  je  U  cn'ifis  plu$ prtfrt a 
♦«  Jtmer^  four  aitijf  dire,  ces  et'mcelles  d*emlrajement,  qui  difcuter  iei  bafa  9U 
^*  fre^artr  la  form  fit  tM  JTun  gouvernement,** 

^  Appel  a  l*Ju)partiale  i^ofteriie,  vol.  !!•  p.  19.  Tranflation,  vol.  ii. 
p.  4>- 

'  '  .  fellftcy 


fallacy  of  which,  from  the  levity  of  their  compofi- 
tion,  efcapes  the  (haft§  of  rigid  animadverfion  :  fuch 
are  the  bear  of  Berne  ;  the  Norman  who  wanted  to 
be  king  of  America ;  the  lame  man  and  hare,  and 
many  others,  which  are  introduced  throughout  his 
works,  and  ftated  with  falfe  and  malignant  ap- 
plications. The  familiar  appellation  of  "  Tom 
Pain,**  by  which  he  is  generally  known,  con- 
tributes to  a  delufion  that  fandions  his  audacity, 
and  apologizes  for  many  of  his  errors  ;  that  he  is  a 
young  man.  But  let  thofe  whom  his  example  piay 
tempt  to  follow  his  fteps  recoiled,  that  Tom  Pain 
is  now  approaching  that  term  which  experience 
marks  out  as  the  limit  of  human  life ;  that,  at  the 
age  of  threefcore,  he  has  neither  wife,  child,  home, 
nor  country;  that  all  men  have  renovinced  him, 
as  h^  has  renounced  his  God. 


y  4 


JEROME    PEtlON, 


Tt  has  often  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  the  Frencfc 
*  revolution,  that  the  frenzy  of  popular  predileQion, 
the  zeal  of  private  friendmip,  or  the  temerity  of 
individual  arrogance,  has  occafioned  the  ^plication 
or  aflfumption  of  names  and  epithets  to  which  the 
party  for  whom  they  were  deftined  had  fo  little 
claim,  that  they  have  been  fuccefsfully  converted 
to  terms  of  reproach  by  merely  repeating  them 
ironically.  The  hiftories  of  anaent  and  modem 
times  have  been  ranfacked  for  appellatives,  which 
have  been  applied  with  the  moft  ludicrous  impro- 
priety, and  epithets  which  ought  only  to  be  the 
meed  of  long  tried  merit,  have  been  inconfiderately 
laviflied  on  men  whofe  names  juftice  would  have 
ftigmatized  with  every  mark  of  opprobrium  and 
di%race,  Petion  affords  an  inftance  of  this  kind* 
His  partifans,  with  a  ridiculous  folemnity  and  at- 
fefted  reiteration,  attached  virtuous  to  his  name, 
till,  for  a  time,  it  became  common  in  France  to 
call  him  the  virtuous  Petion^  though,  in  faftj 
moderate  talents,  exceffive  vanity  and  felftfhnefs,  in- 
veterate rancour,  and  confummate  hypocrify  "^itK 
his  principal  charafleriftics. 
Birth  and  petion  was  born  at  Chartres,  but,  till  the  revolu- 
profcffion.  ^.^^^  ^^g  ^^  totally  unknown,  that  little  can  with 
certainty  be  recorded  of  him.  He  was  a  juvenik 
companion  of  his  townfman  Briffot,  and,  like  him, 
bred  to  the  profeffion  of  the  law  ^     He  is  faid  ^^ 

P  Roland's  Appeal»  toU  i.  p.  54.* 
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prefented  for  his  advancement,  Petion  tvould  have 
remained  content  in  the  fituation  of  governor  to 
his  children,  which  had  been  promifed  him  ^,  unlefs 
fome  opportunity  had  occurred  of  gratifying  his 
ambition,  or  his  love  of  degrading  his  fuperiors,  by 
adopting  a  different  party. 
Concilia         In  the  national  afTembly,  Petion  was  diftinguilhed 
iniheaf-    ^^  ^^  adherent  of  Orleans,  though  he  occafionally 
*"*  ^*      difplayed  thofe  republican  fentiments  which  many 
others  aifefted,  and  which,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
revolution,  were  highly  popular,  though  the  people 
were  not,  at   firft,  prepared  to   approve  of  thofe 
aftions  which  refulted  from  them.     He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  club  Breton,  where  the  interefts  of  Or- 
leans were  always  attended  to,  and  the  motions, 
afterwards  made  in    the  affembly,   previoufly  dif- 
soth  June  cuffed '.     He  was  one  of  the  members  who  took 
»789-     the  oath  in  the  tennis-court,  and,  on  the  day  of 
»3d.      the  royal  fitting,  difplayed^great  warmth  in  repro- 
bating the  conduft  of   the  king  *.     Petion's  elo- 
quence was  not  calculated  to  make  a  great  impref- 
fion  in  an  affembly  which  contained  fuch  fpeakers 
as  Mirabeau,   Mauri,   and   Barnave,  nor   was  his 
knowledge  fo  extenfive  as  to  afford,  copious  elucida- 
tions  or  important  difclofures,  but  he  conftantly 
maintained  an  intimate  intercourfe  with  Briffot,  and 
borrowed  from  him  many  hints,  and  even  many 
rules  of  political  conduft  **.     Petion  was  one  gf  the 
cabinet  council,  and  intimate  affociates  of  Orleans  % 
he  aflifted  in  preparing  the  popular  commotions  in 
jth  oa.     Odober,  and  he  was   the  nrft  who  denounced  in 
^nf'*rator  ^^^  affembly,  the  pretended  orgies  of  the  gardes  du 
corps ^  though  his  timidity  would  have"  made  him 

y  Pag^s»  vol.!.  p  470. 

*  Con fpi racy  of  Robcfpierre,  p.  49. 

*  Debates.     Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.K  p.  94. 
^  Koland^s  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  54, 

c  Hiftory  of  the  BriiTotines  by  Camllle  D^fmoulin^,  p.  I9*     C^'Q* 
juration  de  d*Orleans,  vol.  it.  p.  »34« 

completely 


completely  ridiculous,  had  he  not  been  C3 1 
from  his  embarraffment  by  Mirabeau^ 
during  the  tumults  which  occurred  at  Verf< 
that  occafion,  one  of  the  moft  aftive  in  exci  I 
mob  and  feducing  the  foldiers,  and  was  fc : 
other  cpnfpirators  difguifed  in  woman's  atti  i 
inftigating  afts  of  violence '. 

When   the  affembly  removed  to  Paris, 
cpntionucd  his  labours  with  great  affiduity, 
without  much  celebrity.     He  oppofcd  la  1' 
martial  law,  and  was  defirous  to  diveft  the 
the  prerogative  of  making  war  and  peace, 
was  the  firft   who  proposed   t\ke  refolutioi 
was  adopted  by  acclamation,  importing,  : 
French  nation  renounced  for  ever,  all  idea 
queft,  and  confined  itfelf  entirely  to  defenfr 
This  declaration  was  one  of  the  firft  afts  of 
hypocrify,  by  which  the  French  legiflature  at 
to  impofe  on  the  reft  of  Europe.     Petion, 
time  of  propofing  it,  knew  that  a  fcheme  h; 
concerted  for  annexing  Avignon  to^  the  dqmi 
France,  which  was  afterwards  effeO^d  in 
this  decree.      This   acquifition  may  be  a: 
diftinguiftied  from  a  conqueft,  but  the  difti:: 
rather  in  words  than  in  faft.     The  pope 
fufficient  power   to   defend  his  property  f: 
French ;  and  the  inhabitants,  deluded  by  i 
and  alarmed  by   maffacres,  were  forced  ti 
themfelves  into  the  arms'  of  their  treachejroi; 
hours.     Petion  was   a  ftrenuous  promoter 
^nion }  he  made  a  fpeech  on  the  fubjed  wl 
ordered  to  be  printed,  suid  which  difplay^i 
fraught  with  wickednefs,  and  framed  for  i:i 
He  was  once  called  to  the  prefident's  chair., 

*  SeeMxRABEAU.    Orleans. 

*  Conjuration  de  d^Orleahs,  vof.  ii.  p*«45* 

'  DelKites.    Impartial  Hiftorv^  vol.  i.  p.  341. 

i  Debates.    W^dc'j  Addrcfs  to  the  Friendtof  the  Peop 


that  occafion  highly  complimented  by  his  predecefibr 
Lameth  *". 
sjdjnne      But  thott^h  affiduous  and  unremitting  in  his  ex- 
fiem^to*    crtioiis,  Petion  never  obtained  a  confpicuous  repu- 
Vafcnne*.  tation  *  till  the  unfortunate  journey  of  Louis  XVI. 
to  Varennes.     On  that  occafion  he  difplayed  a  ma- 
lignant joy  in  the  anticipation  that  it  would  prove 
the  king's  ruhi ''.    He  was  gratified,  on  this  occa- 
fion, by  being  appointed  one  of  the  commiffioncrs 
to  efcort  the  royal  family  back  to  Paris.     The  mem- 
bers of  the  deputation  were  particularly  iuftrufted 
to  be  attentive  in  preferving  all  the  refpedl  due  to 
Brutality   the  royal  dignity '.     This  injunftion  was  not  re- 
iS'^kin*     g<^rded  by  Petion,  he  exulted  in  an  opportunity  of 
*"^'    difplaying  the  rancour  of  a  grovelling  mind,  by  an 
unmanly  triumph  over  his  degraded  fovereign.     He 
^nd  Barnave  were  feated  in  the  coach  wijh  th,e 
royal  captives.     He  held  the  dauphin  on  his  knee 
during  the  whole  journey  "* ;   and^  in  converfadcm, 
took  every  opportunity  of  infulting  the  king ".     He 
is  faid  to  have  difcourfed  affeftedly  on  the  neceflity 
of  bringing  the  king  to  trial,  and  eftablifhing  a  re- 
public.    The  diftindion  (hewn  by  the  royal  family 
/to  Barnave,  who  preferved  a  more  dignified  and 
Tefpeftful  demeanour,  increafed  Petion's  averfion, 
and  rendered  him  the  implacable  foe  of  his  king  *". 
Soppofed        At  this  period,  from  his  intimacy  with  Briffot, 
republican,  ^j  ^j^g  authors  of  h  Republicain^  Petion  was  con- 

*  Debates.  Wilde's  Addrefs  to  the  Friends  of  the  People,  p.  479' 
^  He  is  thus  defcnbed  io  a  pamphlet  intitled  Addrefle  aux  Provincesi 
••  Petion  de  Villeneuve,  in  whom  you  have  never  heen  able  to  diftin- 
••  guifh  any  thing  but  the  confidence  of  folly,  and  who,  vile  inllru- 
**  ment  of  faflious  inen  *  refennbics  the  criers  of  a  fair,  who  are 
*'  Rationed  at  the  doors  of  theatres  to  make  a  noife  while  (he  farce 
•«  goes  on.'*     Quoted  from  Chriftic's  Letters  on   the  Revolution, 

k  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  58, 

1  Debates.     HiAories.     Moore's. View,  vol.  ii.  p.  365* 

>"  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  115. 

»  Bouillc's  Memoirs,  p.  4.06. 

o  NecJicr  on  the  Revolutioni  vol.  i.  p.  349* 

fidered 


fidered  a  republican ;    and    his    conduft 

king^s  return  tended  to  confirm  the  opinion 

argued  with  vehemence  againft  the  king's  i 

bility,  and  for  the  propriety  of  bringing  i 

trial.     He  faid,  **  as  a  citizen  and  public  fu 

**   ary,  the  king  is  fubjeft  to  the  la^ ;   if  ab< 

"^^   iavr,  he  is  a  defpot.     If  inviolable,  he  n: 

**  impeccable :  then  he  may  murder  With  imf 

•*  a  Ner0,  a  Caligula,  may  indulge  his  fang 

•*  propenfities,   and  have  them  refpefted/* 

Xvithftanding  the  difguft  excited  by  this  unji; 

milation  or  Louis  XVI.   Petion  continued 

fame  ftrain,  and  concluded  thus  :  **  Either  th 

**  is  weak,  or  wicked ;  in  either  cafe  he  ou 

**  be  ttied  ;  I  move,  therefore,  that  his  trial 

**  creed ;   and   that  it  take  place  before  t: 

**  fembiy,    or  before  a  convention  appoini 

**  boc"^*^      Thefe  violent  propofitions  were 

ruled  by  the  addrefs  and  eloquence  of  Barna^ 

the  falutary  check  which  fedition  experienced 

the  well-timed  exertion  of  power  in  the  Chi 

Mars^  fo  alarmed  Petion,  that  he  began  to  : 

the  veil  of  moderation  ;   and  declared  that  all 

he  difapproved  of  the  report  of  the  commiti 

how  confidered  it  as  a  hw,  and  would  fup| 

with  his  life'. 

The  defedlion  of  Bamave  and  his  party  : 
reduced  the  ranks  of  oppofition,  that  Petion,  I 
pierre,  and  Buzot  were  almoft  the  only  fyfli 
cavillers  at  the  proceedings  of  the  aflembly  •. 
recovered  from  the  momentary  panic  with 
he  had  been  affefted,  Petion  refumed  his  ^i 
virulence.  He  had  always  endeavoured  to  : 
the  afcendancy  of  the  mob  ;  he  was  an  advoc ; 
the  unqualified  right  of  petitioning  by  ever , 
Tidual,  without  diftinftion ;  and  for  an  unref 

,r  Hiftorica]  Sketch,  p.  379.  \  Debates* 

»  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  385, 
<  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i,  p.  5^. 


liberty  of  printing  and  publifhing^  without  any  re- 

yiliMaj.   fponfibility.     *^  Shall  non-a£tive  citizens  (he  (aid) 

**  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  petitioning?   You 

•*  compel  them  to  employ  force-     If  houfekeepers, 

*  you  require  that  they  fhall  fipi  their  petirions: 

"  fuppofe  they  cannot  write,  are  they  to  be  deprived 

**  of  the  rights  of  man?     As  to  the  right  of  pul> 

**  lifhing  placards  ;   to  declare  a  printer  refponfible 

"  for  the  ills  which  may  arife  from  a  pollmg-bill, 

*'  or  to  profecute  the  authors  and  their  abettors, 

"  would  be  to  deftroy  the  liberty  of  the  prefs: 

**  what  can  be  more  arbitrary  than  to  decide,  tkt 

**  fuch  and  fuch  maxims  have  a  tendency  to  difturb 

**  the  public  tranquillity  ?"     He  perfevered  in  fimi^ 

lar  fentiments  till  the  difTolution  of  the  affemblji 

joth  Atjg,  He  faid,  "  The  fovereignty  of  the  nation  is  m^ 

*'  indivifibU^   inalienable^  and  imperfcriptible.     The 

*'  nation,  in  delegating  its  powers,  does  not  dele* 

**  gate  its  fovereignty  \   it  referves  the  right  of  ei- 

"  erciJmg  that,  when  neceffary,  by  conventions,  or 

j|d  Arg.  «c  infurreflions."    In  difcuffing  the  fubjeft  of  Hbels, 

on   another  occafion,    he    faid,    "  That  a  prohi- 

**  bition  to  calumniate  minifters  by  libels,  amounted 

**  to  a  charter  of  impunity  ;  for  that  minifters  wool  J 

**  never,  or  very  rarely  be  convifted  before  the  rri- 

«  bunals.     What  effeft  (he  continued)  can  a  mo- 

■*  mentary   calumny  produce  againft   a  life  dedi* 

*^  cated  to  virtue?     If  libels  proceed  from  levit^t 

**  we  Ihould  defpife ;   if  from  folly,  pity  j  and  if 

"  from  malice,  forgive  them  '/*     Thefe  fentiments 

which,  though  ridiculous  from  their  exaggeratioti 

and    abfurdity,    were    highly   popular  ;    and  hj 

exertions  to  degrade  the  king,  whom  he  laboured 

to  deprive  of  the  power  of  pardoning,  and  to  di- 

flinguilh   by  the  title   of  chief  public   funftion^ 

only,    confirmed   the  opinion  that  Petion  was  a 

zealous  republican"*-    He  wa^  fuppofed  to  be  ^' 

'  Sm  Dtbatci  on  the  fevrral  days  mtniioncd  in  the  rtargifli 
«  HifioiifTil  Sketch,  p,  %%^^  400, 


^  _  in  plots  inimical  to  the  ftate,  and  the 
of  government  watched  his  motions  with  1 
axxd  jealouly "". 

Notwithuanding   thefe  appearances,  Pet 

ftill  attached  to  Orleans.     He  had  been  on 

xxxoft  ftrenuous  advocates  for  his  acquittal 

cHarges  relative  to  the  fifth  of  Oftober  ^ ; 

ofiie  of  the  privy  council  of  the  palais  royal 

leans  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  his  fervices, 

refolved  to  exert  his  influence  to  get  Petion 

mayor  of  Paris  * ;  and  intruded  to  his  care 

convoy  of  his  daughter,  and  her  governefs 

de  Sillery,  to  London.     The  motives  of  this 

are    differently  flated.      Camille  Defmoul 

nuaces,  and  his  opinion  is  adopted  by  profe 

bifon,  that  the  charms  of  the  two  females, 

larly  the  youngeft,  were  employed  to  com 

tion^s  attachment  to  the  duke's  family  **. 

de  Sillery  pretends  that  his  attendance  waj 

an  ad  of  politenefs,  didated  by  the  danger 

convenience  the.  ladies  would  experience  ir 

ing  the  provinces  of  France,  unaccompan 

male  friend,  who  could  on  occafion  harai 

people  and  the  municipalities  *".     This  doe 

pear  a  fufBcient  reafon  for  Petion's  deferti 

at  a  period  fo  interefting,  when  the  confliti 

juft  completed,  and  the  eleftion  for  mayor, 

appointment  of  a  new  commander  of  the 

guard  about  to  take  place.     There  was 

cdly  fome  fecret  motive  for  this  journey. 

precife  objeft  is  not  afcertained. 

Petion  took  leave  of  madame  de   Silk 
ibe  was  changing   horfes,  and  faw  her  i 

*  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p«i«7.  Tmpartial  Hi(lory»  v 
Y  Conjuration  de  d'Orieans,  vol.  iii    p.  83.  89. 

9  Hillory  of  the  Briflbtinet  by  CamiUe  Del'tnoulinf,  p. 

*  Con}uraitoti  de  d*Orleahs»  vol.  iii.  p.  io8« 

*  Hiftory  of  the  firiflfotines,  p.  9.     Proofs  of  a  Confpi 
c  Fleets  de  la  Conduite  de  Madame  de  Gentis  depui 

lloni  p.  16. 


He  ftayed  in  London  but  eight  days  \  during  which 
time  he  aflbciated  with  fome  gentlemen  who  had 
adopted  Gallic  principles  of  reform,  and  honoured 
the  revolution  fociety  with  his  prefcnce  at  dinner  % 
Itecal  When  Bailly  refigned  the  mayoralty,    Orleans 

immediately  difpatched  a  meffage  to  Petion,  requir- 
ing his  prefence  in  Paris  to  fill  the  vacancy  ^     Du- 
ring his  journey  to  London,  he  had  fpoken  on  the 
fubjeft  to  madame  d^  Sillery.     He  told  her  he  en- 
tertained  no  doubt  of  being  unanimoufly  elefted, 
but  that  he  (hould  decline  the  office.     The  lady  ex- 
prefling  fome  doubts   of  his  refolution,    he  faid, 
**  Whatever  entreaties  may  be  ufed,  if  I  accept  the 
•*  poft,  I  am  content  that  you  fhould  ever  confider 
•*  me  as   the  moft    contemptible    of  mankind*." 
Notwithftanding  this    proteftation,   which   he  fre- 
quently repeated  in  the  courfe  of  his  journey,  he 
obeyed  Orleans's  fummons  without  hentation,  and 
Candidate  immediately  on  his  arrival  declared  himfelf  a  candi- 
mavor^alt   ^^'^  ^^^  ^^  mayoralty.      His  principal  opponent 
'was  la  Fayette,  but  Petion  fucceeded  in  the  eledtion. 
It  is  faid,  and  I  believe  truly,  that  la  Fayette  would 
have  had  a  majority,  if  feven-eighths  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Paris  had   not  declined  voting  **.     The 
royalifts  moft  probably  did  not  vote  on  the  occa- 
fion ;  they  could  not  cfteem  Petion  ;  although  the 
king,  juftly  incenfed  againft  la  Fayette,  was  fo  little 
.  apprized  of  his  competitor's  malignity,  and  fo  little 
apprehenfive  of  his  power,  that  he  wiflied  him 
19th  Nov.  elefted  in  preference  to  the  general  K    As  foon  as 
Eicflcd.    Yic  had  gained  his  eleftion,  it  was  announced  to  the 

*  Precis  de  la  Conditite  de  Madame  Geitlif  depuls  la  Rerolu- 
tion,  p.  17. 

«  Flower  of  the  Jacobint,  p.  1 5. 

^  Conjuration  de  d*Orie«n8»  vol.  iu\  p.  151. 

e  Precis  de  la  Conduite^  Sec,  p*«7. 

i^  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  349.  Out  of  eighty  thou* 
fand,  the  fuppofed  number  of  a^ive  citjxcns  in  Paris^  only  ten  tlioa- 
fand  four  hundred  and  thirty  two  voted.  See  Mercvie  Frar^ois^ 
K**  du  a6  Noverobre  179I1  p.  289. 

*  Jiertiand*»  Memofrs,  vol.  i.  p.  159. 

8  aflembly, 


aflembiy,  by  a  letter  from  Petion  himfeff,  m 
he  requefted  the  legiflature  to  honour  ^witl 
xnark  of  their  favout  the  man  whom  the  citii 
Pari»^had  honoured  with  their  confidence.  < 
motion  of  Couthon^  afterwards  fo  diftinguifli 
fanguinary  ferocity,  the  eleftion  was  recor. 
the  prock  verbaly  as  a  juft  tribute  to  a  man 
guifiied  for  the  goodnefs  of  his  principles  a 
zeal  for  the  public.  It  was  alfo  moved  tl: 
prefident  fhould  anfwer  Petion's  letter,  but  il 
pofal  was  over-ruled  by  a  fuggeftion,  that  if 
pra£^ice  were  eftabliffiied,  the  prefident  woi 
tinder  the  neceffity  of  writing  forty-four  th< 
feven  hundred  and  thirty-three  fimilar  lett 
different  municipal  officers  K 

Petion  foon  difplayed  his  refolutioii  to  adl 
thofe  principles  of  infurredtion  and  infubordi 
to  which  he  owed  his  popularity.  Far  frc 
tempting  to  difcourage,  he  countenanced  the  < 
made  by  the  mob,  under  the  direftion  of  the 
bins,  on  the  club  of  Feuillans*  He  apologil 
their  violences  in  a  letter  to  the  aflembly,  by 
he  declared  that  Paris  was  divided  betwee 
friends  of  the  people  and  the  Feuillans,  and  tl 
law  was  in  a  ftate  of  oppofition  to  the  publi 
nion*  The  jJTembly  on  reading  this  letter  de 
that  no  club  fhould  be  held  in  the  convent  <: 
ft'devant  Feuillans  K 

In  confequence  of  his  great  influence  wit 
Jacobms,  Petion  was  confulted  on  forming  tl 
cobin  adminiftration  '".  Robefpierre  afferts, 
perhaps  with  truths  that  in  this  inftance  Petio 
merely  the  tool  of  Briffot,  and  recommende 
plidtly  fuch  minifters  as  his  political  pre<; 
pointed  out  °.    He  was  however  in  high  favou  i 

k  Debates. 

J  Ibid*     ]ftipart}al  Hiftory^  Vol,  i.  p.  4?;. 

»  Life  of  Dumoui'iez^  vol.  ii.  p.  177. 

»  See  Robefpierre's  Letter  to  Jerome.  lf*ctIon,  Appendix,  N" 


this  unptincipled  adminiftration,  who,  together  with 
their  fautors,  exerted  every  effort  to  enhance  his  po- 
pularity.   Dumoariez,  at  firft  by  a  moft  unwarrant- 
able breach  of  faith  towards  the  king  **,  and  after- 
wards  by  a  niifappropriation  of  the  fecret-fervice 
money,,  furniftied  him  with  the  means  of  libelling 
the  royal  family  ^.     The  fums  thus  received  and  ap- 
plied  by  Petion  are  faid  to  have  amounted  to  a 
Exertions    thoufand  livres  (43/.  15J.)  a-day ''.     When  the  re- 
km' .^*  '^**  publican  members  of  the  cabinet  commenced  their 
outrageous  attack  on  the  royal  prerogative,  Petion 
and  his  coadjutor  Manuel  aided  their  views'  by  en- 
deavouring to  terrify  the  king,   that  he  might  be 
induced  to   make  his  efcape,    which  would  have 
amounted   to    an   abdication   of  the   throne,    and 
fpared  the  faftion  much  intrigue  and   exertion'. 
This  projeft  being  baffled  by  the  firmnefs  of  the 
king,  and  his  refolute  adherence  to  the  conftitution, 
Petion  endeavoured  to  infpire  the  people  with  a  con- 
tinual jealoufy,  that  the  king  was  defirous  to  take 
^sd  May.  the  flep  he  had  fo  repeatedly  declined.     Aftuated 
by  a  pretended  alarm  on  this  fubjeft,  Petion  wrote 
to  the  commandant  of  the  national  guard,  mention- 
ing his  fufpicions,  and  requiring  him  to  increafe  the 
patroles  about  the  Tuilleries,  both  in  number  and 
ziii.      force.     The  king,  informed  of  this  circumftance, 
wrote  to  the  municipality^  complaining  of  this  unjuft 
fufpicion,  and  declaring  his  confidence  in  the  na-. 
tional  guard.     He  faid  that  he  was  informed  of  all 
the  manoeuvres  which  had  been  employed  to  agitate 
the  public  mind,  and  compel  him  to  leave  the  ca- 
pital, but  that  they  would  be  tried  in  vain.    The 
efFe£t  of  this  letter  muft  have  been  highly  prejudi- 
cial to  the  views  of  the  faftion,  had  the  public  been 
permitted  to  perufe  it  calmly  and  without  perver- 
'  fion  J   but  Petion,  anxious  to  prevent  this  effeft, 

•  See  DuMOURiEZ.  P  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.i.  p.  79. 

H  Hiltory  o^  the  Briflbtincs  by  Camille  Defmoulins,  p.  38. 
'  Conjuration  de  d'OrJcan*,  voljv.  p.  170,  173.  187. 
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publiChed  a  long  letter  animadverting  on  th; 
by  the  king,  replete  with  fallacious  arguii 
evafive  fubtleties.     Not  fatisfied  with  this, 
cured  a  deputation,  who  unexpededly  ap]  i 
the  bar  of  the  affembly,  and  denounced 
lication  of  the  king's  letter  as  a  crime  ag ; 
nation.      Their  orator   declared,  that  "  il 
*^  loft  the  public  confidence,  there  was  no  Ic  i 
**  fafety  for  the  people."     The  fpeaker 
quently  interrupted  on  account  of  the  irr: 
of  his  proceeding ;    but,  favoured  by  the  ; 
he  was  heard  to  an  end,  and  invited  to  the 
of  the  fitting.     Though  the  affembly  paffe 
order  of  the  day  on  the  denunciation,  th; 
ation  was  of  ufe  to  thofe  who  contrived 
ferved  to. inflame  the  public  mind,  and  inci 
popularity  of  Petion '.     A  few  days  after' 
riot  was  organized  which  threatened  a  reii 
the  fcenes  of  Oftober  1789 ;.  the  king's  gii 
infulted,  and  the  cap  and  flag  of  anarchy 
over  the  principal  gate  of  the  caftle;    thi 
city  exhibited  an  appearance  of  alarm  and  21 
the  fittings  of  the  affembly  were  declared 
xient,  and  the  houfes  illuminated  ;  but,  proli 
want  of  a  determinate  projeft,  the  infurrefl 
flded^ 

When  the  Jacobin  adminiftration  was  d 
the  conteft  between  that  faftion  and  the  fi 
the  king  became  more  inveterate  and  violc 
ever.  Petion  co-operated  with  his  old  ai 
and  refolved  to  ufe  every  means  which  hi 
larity  and  influence  afforded  to  reduce  tl 
power  to  a  nullity,  or  to  render  the  king  in 
fubfervient  to  the  miniftry  or  regent  whom 
voured.     An  infurreftion  was  projefted  and 

9  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  iU  p.  32.  For  copies  of  the  leti 
occafion,  fee  Mercure  Francois,  N«  du  2  Juin  f  791^  p*  6«« 
the  proceedings  in  the  afleqiblyy  fee  Debates. 

t  Mercur«  Fmngois  du  a  Juin,  p.  64. 
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izcd,  in  which  it  is  moft  probable  that  the  ultimate 
intention  was  to  facrifice  the  whole  royal  family  ; 
though  the  confpirators,  not  daring  to  avow  the  ex- 
tent of  their  defign,  had  not  exprefsly  commiffioned 
any  individual  or  party  to  perpetrate  the  murder^ 
ftrnVfor  ^^^  fome-  days  before  the  infurrcftion,  Petion  diC- 
infurrec.  played  the  utmofl:  aftivity  in  exciting  the  mob  of 
tion.  the  fauxbourg  St.  Antoine" ;  he  and  Manuel  covo-ed 
the  walls  of  Paris  with  placards  highly  abufive  of 
X9th  June:  ^^g  royal  family  *.  The  day  before  the  infuireftion 
was  appointed  to  take  place,  and  while  the  minds 
of  the  people  were  in  the  greateft  fermentation^  a 
dinner  was  given  in  the  Champs  Ely/ees^  at  which 
were  prefent  about  five  hundred  guefts.  Anacharfis 
Clootz,  who  but  two  days  before  had  propofed  to 
depofe  the  king,  fat  as  toaft-mafter  ;  Dugaaon  the 
aftor  fang  couplets  threatening  deftruftion  to  the 
king;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  Gorfas  declared, 
that  on  the  morrow,  not  the  oak^  but  the  ajpin  of 
liberty,  muft  be  planted  in  the  garden  of  the  Tuil- 
leries "".  The  Jacobin  club  had  declared  their  fit- 
tings permanent ;  and  the  projefted  infurreftion 
was  formally  announced  by  a  declaration,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fauxbourg  St.  Antoine  would 
meet  in  arms  and  prefent  a  petition  to  "the  king, 
requiring  him  to  fanftion  the  decrees  againft  the 
priefts,  and  for  forming  a  camp  round  Paris*.  The 
affembly  took  no  aftive  meafures  to  difcourage  thefe 
proceedings,  and  Petion  openly  favoured  them. 
io»^.  On  the  day  of  the  infurreftion,  Petion,  in  imi- 

\ntTli  the  ^^^^^  perhaps  of  Orleans,  abfented  himfelf  from 
mob.         Paris :  he  went,  no  one  knew  wherefore,  to  Ver- 
failles*.      Rcederer,  procureur-general-fyndique^   ap- 
peared at  the  bar  of  the  affembly,  and  formally  an- 

«  LlfeofDumouriez,  vol.ii.  p.  391. 

*  Conjuration  de  tVOrleans,  vol.iii.  p.  175^.  ■ 

y  Fen nel's  Review,   p.  67.     Conjuration  de  d'^Orlcans,  vol.  iii. 
p.  174. 

*  Impartial  HiAory,  vol.ii.  p.  42. 

»  Ideoij  vol.ii.  p. 45.    Flayfair's  Hiilor)r of  JacobHiifm,  p. 40S?. 
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nounced^  tnat  a  collection  ot  an  nunarea  tnouiand 
men  in  arms  was  formed  on  the  place  where  the 
Baftille  flood ;   that  they  were  encouraj^jed  by  the 
tacit  approbation  of  the  affembly  and  the  munici- 
pality, and  by  the  prefence  of  three  members  of  the 
legiflature ;  he  faid  that  their  intention  was  to  pre- 
fent  a  petition  to  the  affembly,  and  afterwards  to  go 
in  a  body  to  the  Tuilleries :    he  requefted  the  legif- 
lature to  fupport  their  own  dignity,  by  adhering  to 
the  law  which  forbad  the  prefenting  of  petitions  by 
armed  men,  and  by  refufing  admiffion  to  the  peti- 
tioners.    This   application   produced   a  debate,   in 
vrhich  the  propriety  of  following  Roederer's  advice 
•was  ftrongly  enforced.     Before  this  fubjeft  was  fully 
difcuffed,  the  mob,  headed  by  Santerre  and  St.  Hu- 
ruge,  prefented  themfelves  at  the  door  of  the  hall. 
They  fent  in  a  petition  to  be  admitted,  ftating  that 
their  number  did  not  exceed  eight  thoufand.     La- 
fource  fupported  the  petition,  and  averred,  as  from 
his  own  knowledge,  that  if  they  were  received  in 
the  hall  of  the  legiflature,  they  would  leave  their  pe- 
tition there,- and  not  proceed  to  the  palace.    Swayed 
by  this  argument,  and  terrified  by  the  impetuofity 
of  the  mob,  the  affembly  at  length  admitted  them. 
Their  petition  was  read  by  one  Huguenin,  formerly 
an  advocate  in  the  parliament  of  Nancy ;  he  v/as 
an  old  man,  almoft  feventy,  remarkable  for  his  gi- 
gantic ftature,  bleared  eyes,  and  ferocious  afpeft. 
The  petition  or  memorial  was  contained  in  eight 
pages,  and  every  fentence  was  repletie  with  threats 
and  inveftives  againft  the  king  and  queen.     When 
he  had  fihiflied,  a  motley  and  fqualid  band  of  the 
moft  wretched  outcafts,  drawn  from  all  the  recep- 
tacles of  beggary,   idlenefs,   and  infamy  in  Paris, 
marched  through  the  hall :  they  were  armed  with 
pikes,  rufty  fwords,   fcythes,  pitchforks,   twy-bills, 
bludgeons,  pickaxes,   and   clubs.     This  mjferable 
battalion  confifted  of  coalmen,  chimney-fweepers, 
Ihoe-blacks,  wharf-porters,  negroes  male  and  female, 
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and  women  of  the  lowed  and  moft  abandoned  clafs* 
They  carried  divers  enfigns,  with  infcriptions  denou 
ing  fanguinary  ferocity,  occafionally  intermixed  with 
coarfe  and  vapid  ribaldry  :  among  the  latter  efforts 
may  be  enumerated  feveral  pairs  of  ragged  black 
breeches,  which  were  hoifted  on  poles,  with  the  in- 
fcription,  Hbres^  et  fans-culottes ;  fome  were  half 
naked,  smd  carried  their  rags  on  the  point  of  a  pike; 
fome  bore  on  their  pikes  pieces  of  bread,  cheefe,  or 
other  food.  This  difgufting  troop  occupied  the  hall 
of  the  affembly  three  hours,  and  at  their  departure 
left  with  the  prefident  a  banner,  in  token  of  frater- 
nity- They  then  divided  into  three  companies,  one 
under  Santerre,  another  under  St.  Huruge,  and  a 
third  commanded  by  the  Amazonian  proftitute, 
Theroigne  de  Mericourt.  After  furmounting  a 
flight  oppofition,  or  rather  their  own  fears  of  oppo* 
fition,  from  a  guard,  who  were  either  difaffefted, 
or  would  not  ad:  without  orders,  they  occupied  all 
the  apartments  in  the  palace,  and  committed  thofe 
horrible  outrages  which  endangered  the  lives  of  all 
the  royal  family,  and  will  ever  ftigmatife  the  legif- 
lature,  the  municipality,  and  the  people  **. 
Conduaof  When  the  mob  had  exhaufted  every  effort  of 
Ftnon.  infult  and  brutality  which  their  ferocious  licentiouf- 
nefs  could  diftate ;  when  they  had  perpetrated  every 
violence  fhort  of  abfolute  murder,  from  which,  by 
fome  unaccountable  impulfe  they  were  reftrained, 
Petion  made  his  appearance.  He  was  driven  in  his 
carriage  up  to  the  palace>  with  the  air  of  a  man 
perfectly  at  leifure  %  Convinced  that  the  day  would 
not  produce  the  advantages  his  faftion  expefted, 
that  the  king  would  not  be  induced  by  terror  to 
fanftion  the  decrees,  and  that  the  mob  had  not  been 
duly  prepared  to  exterminate  the  royal  family,  he 

.*»  See  THE  Kino,  &c.  Debates  and  HI ftories.  Moore's  Journal, 
vol.ii.  p,  202,  et  feq»  Fennel's  Review,  p.  69,  et  fcq.  Conjurauon 
de  d'Orleans,  vol.  in.  p.  176,  et  (cq.  and  the  Journals. 
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t tiought  it  would  be  beft  to  aflume  an  apf 
of  kindnefs.     He  faid  to  the  king,  ''  Sire 
*^   only  this  moment  informed  of  your  -fituat 
**   That  is  extraordinary,  (faid  the  king,)  fo: 
*^   been  in  this  fituation  above  three  hours  ^ 
tion  then  aflured  the  king  he  had  nothing  t 
ivhich  produced  from  the  king  that  energeti 
m  which  he  difclaimed  the  influence  of  fo  dt 
a  ientiment  *.     He  added  with  pointed  indig 
**    Go,  fir,  Europe  will  be  your  judge," 
vrords  inflamed  Petion's  rancour,  and  incre; 
animofity  againft  the  royal  family  ^     For  t 
fexit,  however,   he  reftrained  his   anger,  21 
perfed   the  mob.      Mounted  on  a  ftool,  i 
*^    Citizens,  you  have  now  made  your  defirei 
*^   to  the  hereditary  reprefentative,  with  thai: 
*'  and  dignity  which  become  a  free  peop 
**  underftand  their   rights.     The  king  at 
'*  knows  the  intentions  of  the  fovereigrty  i 
**  undoubtedly,  pay  a  proper  regard  to  therr . 
**  ought  now  to  retire  with  calmnefs  and  ( i 
*'  that  your  intentions  may  not  be  calum : 
A  deputation  from  the  national  aflembly  foe : 
wards  arrived,  and,  in  their  ufual  cant,  pro  i 
make  a  Ihield  of  their  bodies  for  the  king, 
timed  offer  was  rendered  ufelefs  by  the  difp' 
the  mob,  who,  at  the  command  of  Petion  « 1 
terre,  evacuated  the  palace  ^. 

Petion's   mifcondudl    on    this    occafion 
flagrant,   that  the  direftory  of  the  depart  1 
Paris  thought  proper  to  fufpend  him  and 
from  their  functions.     When  this  decree  wa 
in  Paris,  every  exertion  was  made  to  r©  < 

*  Moore*s  Journal,  vol,  ii.  p,  »I7.     This  afiertion  of  P 
have  been  a  f alAty,  or  at  lealt  an  equivocation  i  for  he  k   i 
preparations  for  the  event,  and  purpolely  ablented  hini 
snighc  not  be  cal1t?d  on  to  interfere, 

«  See  THE  King. 

^  Peltier's  late  Fi£lurc>  vol.  i.  p.  ii», 

I  Aiftories.    Moore's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  21  x» 
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authors  of  it  odious,    and   to  procure  the  rettt-- 
ftatement  of  the  popular  officers.     Petion  publifhed, 
in  anfwer  to  the  letter  of  the  direftory  of  the  de- 
partment, an  apolop;etical  pamphlet,  intitled.  General 
Rules  of  my  Conduct  towards  the  People^  in  which  he 
declared  it  as  a  fundamental  principle,  that  he  would 
never  caufe  the  blood  of  the  people  to  be  flied ''. 
This  declaration,  which  confounded  every  diilinc* 
tbn  between  the  peaceable  citizen  and  the  audacious 
violator  of  public  repofe,  rendered  him,  if  poffible, 
more  popular  than  before.     Numerous  deputations 
wer6  fent  to  the  bar  of  the  affembly,  who  mingled 
with  their  petitions  and  declamations  on  behalf  of 
the  virtuous  mayor,  the  moft  atrocious  calumnies 
againft  the  king  and  his  advifers  *.     Danton  endea-> 
voured  to  excite  the  commurU  in  Petion's  behalf*^, 
and  Robefpierre  wrote  a  fevere  inveftive  againft  the 
diredtory  of  the  department  '•     The  king  wifhed  to 
decline  interfering,   but  the    affembly   would  not 
iitii  July,  permit   him   to  difplay  his  forbearance.     He  was 
t^h^affem-  ^^^ligcd  to  Confirm  the  decree  of  the  department, 
biy.         and  when  his  proclamation  to  that  effe^  had  been 
read  in  the  affembly,  and  Petion  prefented  himfelf 
at  the  bar  to  reply,   Bazire  infolently  exclaimed, 
*'  Let  us   now  hear  the   language  of  virtue  and 
"  truth."     His  apology,  which  was  a  feries  of  ab- 
furd  fables  compiled  with  the  moft  barefaced  dif- 
regard   of  confiftency  or  probability,  was  received 
ntb.     with   clamorous   plaudits,   he  was   invited  to   the 
Reiior-      honours  of  the  fitting,  and  by  a  decree  reftored  to 
the  exercife  of  his  office  ".     This  meafure  was  fol- 
lowed  by  the  refignation  of  the  direftory  of  the 
department",  but  the  rancour  of  Petion  was  not 

fc  Playfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  4tq« 
1  See  Debates  from  »5ih  June  to  13th  July, 
.  ^  S^'e  Manuel. 
*   Defenfcur  de  ia  Conftitutioi),  p.  431*  > 
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to  13C  lo  appouGQ,  ne  comraencca  an  acuve  penecu* 
tion  of  la  Rochefoucault;  who  had  been  prefident 
of  the  direftory,  and  finally,  with  the  affiftance  of 
the  ungrateful  Condorcet,  procured  his  murder  ^ 

At  the  confederation,  Petion  was  often tatioufly     li-th. 
exhibited  as  the  popular  idol.     His-  name  was  in-  ftThc  coiT 
icribed  on  the  banners,  and  on  the  hats  of  the  mob,  federatioa. 
whofe  general  cry  was  Vive  Petion  !  Vive  le  vertueux 
Petion  !  a  bas  la  Fayette  !  a  bas  le  veto  !  a  la  lanterne 
les,  ariftocraies  !  Petion  ou  la  mort !  &c.  Several  mem- 
bers of  the  legiflative  affembly  were  infultcd  by  the 
pretended  conquerors  of  the  Baftille,  who  faid  that  if 
Petion  had   not   been  refbored,  they  would  have 
wjreaked  their  vengeance  on  the  affembly  p. 

The  faftion  to  which  Petion  belonged,  now  dif-  »?iJ»  J«'r» 
played  all  the  exultation  of  fubaltern  triumph  with  fj'a^nft'tto 
the  ferocity  of  implacable  hate  ;  they  encouraged  the  kmg. 
moft  flagrant  infults  and  circulated  the  moft  atrocious 
ca-lumnies  againft  the  royal  family.    Among  other  re-i 
pc^rts  which  gained  eafy  credit  with  the  mob  was  that 
oP  a  large  quantity  of  arms  being  concealed  in  the 
paJace.     The  king,  with  his  ufual  candour,  invited 
Potion   to  attend  and  fearch  ;  the  mayor  refufed, 
but  fent  a  deputation  of  fix  municipal  officers,  and, 
tI»ough  th^ey  were  perfedly  fatisfied  that  there  was 
nco  truth  ih  the  fuggeftion  which  occafioned  their 
vE/it,  Petion  would  not   certify   the  faft   fo  une- 
quivocally as    to   remove    the    popular   fufpicion. 
The  arts  of  the  faftion  were  fo  fuccefsful,  that  the 
mob,  who  terrified  and   governed  the  city,  were 
eager  to  commence  afts  of  riot  and  hoftiUty,  but 
the  fear  of  the  national  guard  reftrained  them  from 
attacking  the  palace.     The  night  was  difgraced  by 
tumultuous  and   incendiary  meetings,  and   in  the 
day,  the  unreftrained  rabble  committed  every  aft 

o  Confiderariont  on  the  Nature  of  the  French  Revolution,  by  Mallet 
du  Pan,  p.  46.  n. 

P  Mercure  Frangbit,  N®  du  ai  Juillet  i79«.  The  reader  is  referred 
to  this  publicattOD  lor  a  judicioo9  defcri|ition  of  the  ceremony  of  the 
day. 
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of  violence  and  fury  which  licentioufncfs  and  pbli- 
*7»^-     tical  fanaticifm  could  fuggeft.     Among  other,  in^ 
^ses^the    ft^inces   may   be    mentioned  the  attack   made  on 
mub.        d*Epremefnil,  who  but  a  few  years  before  had  been 
one  of  the  popular  idols.     He  was  walking  tran- 
quilly in  the  garden  of  the  Tuilleries,  when,  without 
any  known  provocation,  a  numerous  party  attacked, 
wounded,  robbed,  and  dripped  him  naked ;  they 
were  about  to   have  executed  him  a  la  lanterne, 
when  he  was  refcued  by  a  detachment  of  national 
guards,  who  carried  him,  though  fuppofed  to  be 
X     dead,  to  the  guard-houfe  of  the  treafury.     Petion 
attended,  but  unwilling  to  check  and  unable  to 
juftify  this  mob,  he  politically  fainted  away  '. 
30th.         To  encourage  the  rabble,  and  counteraft  their 
A^Mac^^  dread  of  the  Swifs  and  national  guards,  the  dema- 
ibiioU."    gogues  of  Paris  fent  for  a  troop  of  ruffians  from 
Marfeilles,  men   reeking  with   the  blood  fhed  in 
lawlefs  violence  at  Avignon,  incapable  of  remorfe, 
and  rendered  additionally  ferocious   by   the  con- 
currence of  climate,  education,  and  praftice.     Their 
inarch  to  Paris  was  marked  by  ads  charadleriftic 
of  their  principles;  robbery,  rape,  and  murder  at- 
tended their  footfteps ;  they  recruited  their  bands 
with  all  the  abandoned  wretches  whom  want  or 
infamy  had  rendered  defperate,  and  arrived  at  Paris 
near  feven  hundred  in  number.     In  their  progrefs 
from  the  Barriere  du  Trone^  where  they  entered,  to 
the  mayor's  houfe,  which  was  at  the  other  extremity 
of  the  city,  they  gave  a  fample  of  the  conduftthey 
intended  to  maintain,  by  infulting  and  defying  the 
inhabitants ;    they  infifted    that    filken    cockades 
ihould  not  be  worn,  but  that  worfted  (hould  be 
fubftituted,  and  overthrew  the  ftalls  where  ribband 

q  See  Debates  and  Hiiloiies.  Peltier's  late  Figure,  voK  i.  p.  30. 
D*Gpreinel'nil  recovered,  though  grievoufly  wounded  )  be  employed 
hisfii  It  tffort  of  returning  Itrengih  in  writing  to  his  fovereign  to  Ix^gfor-* 
givenel's  for  that  condu^  which  had  accelerated  the  revolution.  He  was 
guiilotiiied  during  the  tyranny  of  Robefpieu?, 
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cockades  were  fold.  The  national  guard,  co: 
of  thirty-two  thoufand  men,  and  the  citizi 
monftrated  irf  vain,  they  were  terror-ftruck 
haiidful  of  refolute  banditti,  and  forced  to  j 
Petion  received  the  Marfeillois  with  cordiali 
exultation,  he  exhorted  them  to  be  unanimoi 
provided  them  with  barracks  in  the  fauxbourg 
maftre,  which  were  afterwards  exchanged  f 
barracks  of  the  Cordeliers,  in  the  feftion  du  i 
Frangois.  Thefe  ruffians  did  not  take  poffei 
the  refidence  affigned  them  by  the  mayor  ti 
had  fignalized  their  own  ferocity,  and  demon 
the  pulillanimity  of  the  Parifians,  by  attac 
party  of  the  national  guard  who  were  dining 
Champs  Elysees^  fome  of  whom  they  killc 
wounded,  and  took  others  prifoners,  with  vei 
refiftance '. 

Encoutaged  by  this  reinforcement,  Petion  a 
a  more  decilive  conduft,  Aftuated  by  his  f 
the  fedtions  of  Paris  had  been  for  fome  time 
daily  habit  of  fending  petitioners  to  the  afleir 
demand  the  king's  fufpenfion,  while  the  m 
fpedable  inhabitants  had  attended  with  prot 
counter-petitions.  The  affembly,  inftead  < 
minating  thefe  indecorous  fcenes,  fanftioned 
byindecifion,  and,  at  length,  a  petition  was 
up  by  Chenier,  the  poet,  and  CoUot  d'Herbo 
aftor,  fubfcribed  by  a  numerous  tribe  witho 
tinftion  of  feftions,  and  prefented  by  Petion, 
head  of  a  deputation  of  the  commune.  This  p 
was  replete  with  every  calumny  which  in\ 
had  framed  againft  the  king,  and  every  fugj 
with  which  malice  had  endeavoured  to  black 
intentions.  It  concluded  by  requiring  a 
which  fhould  ordain  "  not  his  fufpenfion  t 
^^  country  fhould  be  no  longer  in  danger,  l 

'  Hiftories.     Playfair's  Hlftory  of  Jacobmifm,    p.  4'3« 
late  Piftuic  of  Paris,  vul,  i*  p.  %%•  vol.  ii.  p.  4.85. 

«'  foi 


**  forfeiture  of  the  crown."  It  is  remarkable  that 
this  petition  deprecates  the  formation  of  a  repub- 
lic, and  feems  only  calculated  to  procure  the  depo- 
fition  of  Louis  XVI.  It  fays,  ''  while  we  htvt  fuch 
*'  a  king,  liberty  can  never  be  eftabliflied  ;"  and  in 
another  place,  "  as  it  is  very  doubtful  that  the  m- 
**  tion  can  ever  place  confidence  in  the  prefent 
•'  dynqfty^  we  pray,  &c.'*  Thefe  expreflions  afford 
ftrong  proofs  that  Petion  was  ftill  attached  to  Or- 
leans, and  laboured  for  his  advancement,  and  de- 
monftrate  the  juftice  of  Robefpierre's  obfervation, 
that  the  republic  glided  in  by  ftealth  among  the 
various  faftions.  The  petition  was  received  with 
acclamations,  ordered  to  be  printed  and  fent  to  the 
departments,  and  referred  to  a  fpecial  committee*, 
loth.  But  although  the  afcendancy  of  faftion,  aided  bf 
d^uHn"^lie  ^^  clamour  of  the  galleries,  had  procured  a  ii- 
infunec  vourablc  reccptiou  to  this  petition,  the  final  event 
tion.  could  not  be  intrufted  to  the  affembly,  where  the 
royalifts  and  conftitutionalifts  ftill  retained  a  ma« 
jority.  The  report  of  the  fpecial  committee  was 
deferred,  and  the  infurreftion  organized  which  ter« 
minated  in  dethroning  and  imprifoning  the  king. 
In  that  part  of  this  work  where  the  infurreftion  is 
defcribedi  Petion*s  conduft  is  carefully  pourtrayed^ 
The  leading  features  confift  in  his  having  been  ifl 
the  palace  till  the  infurreftion  was  in  full  force,  and 
then  evading  his  duty  of  protefting  the  royal  fa* 
mily,  by  procuring  an  order  from  the  national  af- 
fembly requiring  his  attendance  at  the  bar;  his 
being  nominated  one  of  the  three  members  of  the 
new  commune^  after  the  old  commune  had  been  driven 
out :  and  his  giving  an  order  to  Mandat  to  repel 
force  by  force,  and  afterwards  caufing  that  officer 
to  be  murdered  and  the  order  taken  out  of  his 

»  Debates.  Hiftorics.  Playfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  P-*'!* 
Moore's  Journal,  vol, i.  p.  1 5,  Peltier'*  late  Piaurc  of  PariSi '^<'''' 
P-  34- 

«  See  Brissot. 
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pocket.    The  two  former  tranfaftions  are  fuflScient 
Lo  ftigmatize  his  name  with  indelible  infamy,  but 
Lhofe  who  applaud  the  French  revolution  are  io  far 
From  difapproving  his  conduft  that  they  confider  it 
meritorious,  and  generally  mention  it  with  appkufe. 
The  order  given  to  Mandat,  in  which  Petion  did 
his  duty,  is,  on  the  contrary,  adduced  as  an  inex- 
piable  offence,   it   formed  part  of  the  aecufation 
againft  the  Briffotines " ;  and  madame  Roland  un- 
dertakes his  defence  in  thefe  words "" :.  "  It  is  not 
*'  till  lately  that  Petion's  enemies  have  thought  of 
**  faying  that  he  went  to  the  palace  to  defend  it ; 
**  while,  in  fa£t,  he  was  expofed  to  the  greateft 
**  danger  while  he  remained  there  himfelf ;   it  is 
*^  not  till  lately  that  they  have  circulated  the  ca- 
**  lumny  of  his  having  given  an  order  to  Mandat 
*^  to  fire  on  the  people,     I  alk  for  what  purpofe 
*^  Petion,  detefted  by  the  court  and  cherilhed  by 
**  the  people,  fhould  have  betrayed  the  latter  and 
^*  protefted  the  former,  when  its  fall  was  approach- 
**   ing ;  he  who  had  fought  againft  it  in  the  pleni- 
''  tude  of  power,  and  had  already  acquired  popu- 
**   larity,  what  reafon  could  he  have  for  rilking  his 
*'   popularity,  when  the  people  had  the  beft  of  the 
**   game  ^.     I  put  out  of  the  queftion  the  philofopher 
*^   and  zealous  citizen,  I   confider  only  the   man, 
*'  and  it  is  demonftrative,  that  under  the  influence 
«*  of  ambition  or  intereft,   the  conduct  attributed 
'*  to  Petion  is  repugnant  to  common  fenfe ;  and 
*'  that  if  his   integrity  would  not,  his  judgment 
**  would  have  prevented  his  adopting  it.     He  could 
*^  not,  from  the  nature  of  his  place,  march  at  thq 
**  head  of  the  infurreftion ;    it  was   neceffary  to 
**  confine  him,  and  tie  his  hands  that  he  might. not 

n  S«c  the  A 61  of  Aecufation  againft  them,  and  the  Report  by  BiU 
laud  Vnrennes,  made  July  15,  1793. 

X  Sec  Oblervations  rapides  fur  i*A£le  d' Aecufation  contre  les 
peputes.     Appei  a  I'Impartiale  Pofterite,  vol.  ii.  p.  57. 
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**  countcraft  it.  The  blunderers  of  the  emmunt 
•*  forgot  to  do  fo,  and  I  remember  that  Lanthemas 
•*  went  twice  from  the  mayor's  hotel  to  the  botel-de- 
**  ville  to  order  a  ftrong  guard  for  Petion's  refi- 
^^  dence."  In  this  ftatement  madame  Roland  does 
not  relate  truly,  or  argue  corredtly.  It  is  not  true 
that  the  fads  relating  to  Mandat  had,  at  the  time 
fhe  wrote,  been  but  recently  circulated,  they  formed 
part  of  feveral  narratives  coUeSed  at  the  period 
when  they  occurred,  and  publifhed  fpeedily  after- 
wards * ;  nor  was  his  conduft  fo  devoid  of  policy 
as  fhe  would  make  it  appear.  Though  the  infur- 
reftion  was  ftrongly  combined,  there  were  many 
reafons  to  doubt  its  fuccefs,  and  Petion's  hypocri- 
tical condufl  was  calculated,  not  to  offend  the  peo- 
ple, but,  as  on  the  twentieth  of  June,  to  fecure  his 
immunity  without  prejudice  to  his  popularity.  It  is 
alfo  to  be  recollected,  that  at  the  time  he  gave  this 
order  (SthAuguft),  the  affembly  had,  by  the  ac- 
quittal of  la  Fayette,  (hewn  that  they  were  not  im- 
plicitly governed  by  the  diforganizing  fadlion,  and 
the  council-general  of  the  commune  contained  many 
members  inimical  to  his  views,  and  who  had  fhtu 
the  greateft  indifference  to  his  caufe  during  his 
fufpenfion ;  it  was  neceffary  for  the  mayor  to 
temporize  with  them  till  he  was  fecure  of  their  de- 
ftruftion ;  and  accordingly,  the  firft  a£l  of  the  new 
commune  was  to  murder  Mandat,  and  fupprefs  Pe- 
tion's order.  The  whole  of  his  conduft,  even  ac- 
cording to  madame  Roland's  ftatement^  was  a 
compound  of  ftubborn  malignity,  treacherous  by- 
pocrify,  and  pitiful  cowardice  *. 

«  See  Mocre's  Journal  vol.  i.  p.  149,  Peltier's  late  Piflure, 
Vol.  i.  p.  144.  It  is  however  cafy  to  fuppofe  that  the  faA  alluded  to 
might  be  truet  though  not  publicly  recoridedy  as  ail  the  journaif  wbicb 
Kvere  not  tievoted  to  the  ufurping  niini(^ry  weie  fuppreflcd. 

*  See  BRtssoT.  AKo  Impartial  HiAory,  vol.il.  p.  S9.  Vsph 
Tol.  !•  p.  47ft*  478*  486.  Moore's  Journal,  vul.i.  p.  5^.  i44*  '4^' 
151,  Playfair^s  Hiftory  of  J'^cobinifm,  p.  434.  Account  ot  the  Re- 
volt and  MafTacre,  p4 19.  Hiltorical  and  Political  Account  by  1 
National  Guard,  p.  13.  33..  FennePs  Review^  p.  355.  ^sh  359* 
Coniurati9S^  de  d^ileaiiSi  vol.  iii.  p.  197, 
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The  friendly  exertions  of  Petion's  party  were  at-     ,,th. 

tended  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  that  he  was  for  a  ftiort  Treatment 

time  confined  to  his   houfe    under  a  guard,  but  "^^y^if^^ 

when  the  king's  fufpenfion  had  been  pronounced,  miiy. 

he  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  thanked  the  alfenibly 

for  their  conduft  **.     As  fome  fears  were  ftill  ex- 

prefled  for  his  perfonal  fafety,  he  was  conftantly 

attended  by  two  armed  men  as  a  body  guard.     It 

was  even  aflerted  that  two  men  had  attempted  to 

affaflinate   him,  and  they  were  arrefted  and  im- 

prifoned'.     He  was  deputed    to  attend  the  royal     13th. 

family  to  their  prifon,  and  in  the  way,  and  on  their 

arrival, .  behaved  with   the  moft  brutal  infolence. 

He  defired  the  queen  to  furvey  the  people  with 

more  mildnefs,  as  the  fuperciKoufiiefs  of  her  looks 

gave  offence ;  and  pointed  out  the  place  where  the 

king  was  to  fleep  with  peremptory  ferocipufnefs  \ 

During  their  whole    confinement,   Petion  treated 

the  royal  family  with  the  fame  malignant  infolence  *. 

The  plunder  of  the  palace  had  reduced  the  king  to 

fuch  a  ftate  of  penury,  that  he  was  obliged  to  relieve 

his  immediate  exigencies  by  borrowing  a  fmall  fum, 

two  thoufand   five  hundred  aifd   twenty-fix  livres 

(110/.  10/.  3^.)  from  the  Jacobin  mayor;  he  gave 

a  receipt  for  the  money,  which  was  publilhed  in  the 

Chroniqtie  de  Paris  with    an   infulting   comment. 

This  a£t   of  bafe  perfidioufnefs  was  accompanied 

with  condud  no  lefs  mean  and  obdurate  ;  when  the 

king  was  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  applying  for 

money  for  his  daily  expences,  his  letters  to  Petion 

were  received  with  rude  indifference,  and  left  for 

feveral  days  unanfwered  ^ 

^  Debates.     Journals. 

*  Ibid.    Moore*s  Journal,  vqI.  i.  p.  103, 

^  Moore*8  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  101.  Fennel^s  Review,  p.  413.  Sec 
THE  Kino,  &c. 

^  This  brutality  was  carried  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that  as  Playfiir 
juilly  obferves,  Charles  I.  never  experienced  any  thing  harfh  or  hard  in 
comparifon  to  what  Louis  XVI,  fuffcred.  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifmj 
P»  609.  n. 

^  MoQrc's  Journal,  vol.ii,  p.  370. 
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Petion*s  Petion^s  popuiarity  and  afeeadaacjr  tirerd  cofl^ 
fitoatlon  ^^^^^  ^^^  increafed  by  the  events  ot  the  tenth  o^ 
Auguft,  he  was  hailed  as  the  magiftrate  of  the  peo* 
pie,  and  his  name  infcribed  on  a  flag  hoifted  wkhin 
the  precinOis  of  the  Tuilleries  to  commemorate  that 
eventful  day  K  He  foon  found,  however,  that  hk 
attachment  to  Briflbt  and  the  miniAry  was  incoai' 
patible  with  his  fuuation  in  the  new  felf-formed 
council  of  the  commune.  That  body,  as  Petiott 
afterwards  faid,  inftead  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
revolutionary  efforts,  which  had  atrea4y  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  though  it  more  dignified  to 
enter  into  a  ftate  of  rivalfliip  with  the  legiiative 
Siffembly,  whofe  decrees  they  obeyed  or  refifted 
only  as  they  were  favourable  or  repugnant  to  their 
views  ^.  But  however  Petion  might  difapprove  the 
ufurpations  of  the  commune,  he  had  not  courage  or 
integrity  fufficient  to  oppofe  or  refift.  them,  he  con- 
tented himfelf  with  a  cold  diftant  demeanor,  and 
iandioQed  all  their  meafures  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  {hew  his  internal  fentimenta  of  difguft.  Thisi 
conduft  was  fufficient  to  expofe  him  to  the  rancour 
of  the  Jacobins,  who  overwhelmed  him  with  de- 
.^famation.  He  was  not  poffqfled*  of  the  energy  re- 
quifite  to  ftem  this  torrent,  but  threw  himfelf  help- 
30th.  kfs  into  the  hands  of  his  new  adverfaries.  He 
wrote  a  canting  letter  to  the  fedion  des  HaUet  in 
vindication  of  his  own  conduft  towards  the  commune^ 
ifi  which  he  meanly  flattered  them,  and  eaacufed 
himfelf  by  general  profeflions  of  zeal  for  the  public 
31ft.  good  *.  To  conciliate  ftill  more  the  wavering  popu* 
lace,  he  attended  the  ne^t  day  at  the  bar  of  thc^ 
affembly,  at  the  head  of  a  deputation  of  the  com* 
mune,  and  fanftioned  by  bis  prefence  thofe  pro- 
ceedings which  dembnilrated  that  the  diforganizing 

8  Peltier's  late  Pf^iire,  vol.  It.  p.  297. 

*•  Petian*8  intended  Speech  on  Louvet's  charge  agalnftRobefpierrc* 
See  Mercure  Francis,  N®  du  17  Novemhre  17921  p.  X90« 
i  Pellicr*s  late  Picture,  vol.  ii.  p.  291,  aj'i, 
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fa^ioa  in  th€  commune^  not  content  with  defttoyfng 
royalty,  were  determined  to  reign  paramount  to 
every  other  exifting  authority,  and  to  brave  and 
awe  the  l^iflature  itfelf  ^. 

Thus  trembling  for  his  popularity,  and  ready  to  q*jJ.J^' 
ea^brace  every  excefs  rather  than  rifk  a  diminution  ations  on 
of  it,  it  is  reafonably  prefumed  that  Petion  took  an  his  con- 
a^ive  fliare  in  promoting  the  fatal  maffacres  which  f j'J^g  fj,e' 
occurred  fo  foon  after  this  difgraceful  fcene  in  the  maffacret. 
aflTembly ;  and  the  prefumption  receives  additional 
confirmation  from  his  known  attachment  to  Or- 
leans, and  his  intimacy  with  Manuel.     He  is  feebly 
defended  by  Gairat  and  madame  Roland.     Garat 
nverely  fays  that  Petion  was  kind  and  humane,  and 
hsA  a  due  averfion  and  horror  for  the  fhedding  of 
h«iman  blood  \     This  negative  acquittal  is  not  of 
gireat  importance  in  itfelf,  for  even  if  the  general 
afifertion  were  true  as  to  the  reft  of  Petion*s  life,  his 
condud  on  this  day  might  exhibit  him  in  a  new 
light,  and  alter  the  impreffion  made  by  his  former 
a^oas.     The  defence  however  is  in  itfelf  of  no 
force,  for  however  a  French  revolutionary  journalift 
amd  minifter  of  ftate  may  reafon,  it  is  not  poffible  for 
tlie  thinking  part  of  any  other  community  to  con- 
cede, that  the  defender  of  the  maffacres  at  Avignon, 
tlie  employer  of  the  Marfeillois  in  Paris,  the  infur- 
gent  of  the  twentieth  of  June,  and  the  confpirator 
of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  had  any  horror  of  bloodftied. 
IMadame  Roland,  fpesJdng  of  Amar*s  aft  of  accufa- 
tion  againft  the  Briffotines,  fays,   "  The  reporter 
^*  has  not,  in  the  flighteft  manner,  adverted  to  the 
•*  maffacres  on  the  fecond  of  September ;  he  has 
^*  avoided  a  dilemma  by  not  adopting  any  conclu- 
^*  fion,  for  the  Mountaineers  have  made  ftatements 
^*  diametrically   repugnant.      When    Roland    de^ 
*'  nounced  thefe  maffacres,  the  Jacobins  averted 
^*  that  they  were  the  work  of  the  people,  inflame^ 

^  See  BmstoT.  ^  Garai**  MeoiMrf,  p.  97. 
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**  to  vengeance;  they  confidered  it  a  crime  to  re- 
•*  frain  from  applauding  them ;  and  when  Petion 
•'  and  his  colleagues  obtained  a  decree  to  profecute 
*'  the  authors  of  thefe  fcenes,  they  called  Petion  and 
••  the  right  fide  enemies  of  the  people  and  of  li- 
•*  berty.     Now,  fince  this  decree  is  fallen  into  ne- 
**  gleft ;  now,  that  the  Jacobins  triumph,  and  the 
•*  twenty-two  are  profcribed,  the  Jacobins  them- 
•*  felVes,  and  Hebert  among  the  foremoft,  impu- 
**  dently  aflert  that  the  maflacres  were  the  work  of 
.*'  the  bafe  Petion  "'.''     Admitting  this  to  be  a  good 
party  argument,  it  is  far  from  eftabliftung  Petion's 
innocence,  it  only  fliews  that  the  Mountain  were, 
as  well  as  their  opponents,  frequently  guilty  of  in- 
confiftencies  in  argument  and  conduft.     The  feSs 
are  not,  however,  exaftly  agreeable  to  madame  Ro* 
land's  ftatement,   Marat,  even  while  he  attributed 
thefe  afts  to  the  people,  admitted  and  ftrongly  af- 
ferted  that  Petion  was  a  principal  promoter  and  ac- 
complice.    He  fays  :  "  As  to  the  maflacres  of  the 
'**  fecond  and  third  of  September,  it  is  an  atrocity 
*'  to  reprefent  them  as  the  work  of  a  gkng  of  bri* 
**  gands :  if  fo,  the  affembly,  the  minifter  of  the  in- 
**  terior,  and  the  mayor  of  Paris  were  the  malefac- 
•'  tors ;  and  nothing  can  walh  them  clean  from  the 
**  crime  of  not  having  prevented  affaflihations  that 
•*  lafted  three  days.     But  they  will  doubtlefs  fay, 
**  it  was  impoffible,  being  equally  the  aft  of  the  na- 
*'  tional  guards,   the  federates,    and   the  people. 
^*  Petion  refted  tranquilly  at  table  with  Briffot  and 
**  his  friends,  and  difdained  to  quit  the  party  even 
*'  for  receiving  the  commiffioners  fent  by  the  affem- 
**  bly  to  charge  him  to  flop  thefe  exceffes "."    The 
llimfy  reafonings  of  Petion's  advocates  have  not  been 
able  to  prevent  difcerning  men  of  all  nations,  and  of 

«  Ot^ferYations  rapides,  &c  Appel  a  Tlmpartiale  Poflerit^,  vol.  n, 
>  5Jf.  - 

»  Journal  de  Marat,  No.  105.  Quoted  in  Arthur  Young's  Fxaroiw 
^  France)  a  Waiaing  to  Britain^  p.  %)$• 
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tnoft  pofithre  manner,  by  a  (hort  letter  to  the 
eleftors**, 
»i(iSepf.  At  the  firft  meeting  of  the  convention,  when 
"  *"*'  royalty  was  abolifhed  without  deliberation  bv  three 
hundred  and  feventy-one  members  out  ot  feven 
hundred  and  forty-five,  Petion  fat  as  prefident. 
He  was  alfo  one  of  the  committee  appomted  to  re- 
vife  the  conftitution  *,  His  politics  at  this  time  are 
tetremely  doubtful ;  he  was  in  the  confidence,  and 
.  aded  with  the  Briflbtine  fa^ion ;  but  it  is  faid  that 
he  continued '  attached  to  Orleans,  and  laboured  to 
promote  his  views,  though  the  afcendancy  of  Marat 
and  other  worthlefs  charaAers  prevented  his  public 
co-operation  ^.  To  this  uncertainty  of  conduft  may 
be  attributed  his  apparent  inconfifcency  when  Lou- 
vet  made  his  denunciation  againft  Robefpierre.  He 
coincided  in  the  views  of  the  Briffotines  fo  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  punifliment  and  difgrace  of  the  intended 
diftator,  but  was  anxious  to  prevent  fuch  a  difcuffion 
as  would  endanger  Orleans ;  he  therefore  :  avoided 
fupporting  Louvet  in  the  debate,  and  was  friendly 
^  to  the  motion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  but  he  after- 
wards publiflied  the  fpeech  he  intended  to  have  de- 
livered \ 
Conteft  The  conteft  between  Petion  and  Robefpierre  now 
befpicr«.  S^^^  ^^  ^  great  excefs  of  perfonal  rancour  ;  in  ad- 
dition to  his  intended  fpeech,  Petion  publiflied,  and 
ported  on  the  walls  of  Paris,  a  letter  to  the  Jacobin 
club  againft  his  rival  "•  Robefpierre  anfwered  thefe 
attacks  in  a  letter  replete  with  humorous^  fatire  and 
poliflied  ridicule,  and  fucceeded  in  making  his  anta- 
gonift  additionally  contemptible  **. 

*  Mernire  Fran9ois,  N»  du  47  Oftobre  1791. 

i  See  Debates. 

^  See  Conjuration  de  d*0r]ean«,  vol.  Hi.  p.  ^\^,%%i,  AlfoPage*i 
vol.  it,  p.  i». 

1  Lomret*s  Narrative,  p.  «3, 14.  Sec  alfo  Mercure  Francois  N<*  du 
17  Novembre  179*. 

*•  A  fuoimary  of  this  Tpeecli  and  a  tranflation  of  the  letter  to  the 
Jacobins,  are  given  in  the  Appendix,  N^  IX. 

»  Moore's  View,  vol,  ii.  p.  395.    See  Robespierre.  .     , 

petion's 


Petibn  s  exertions  in  the  convention  were 

Itrenuous  or  important ;  his  chief  efforts  w^ 

p>loyed  on  the  king's  trial,  in  wfiich  he  a£l( 

fuch  tixnid  duplicity  as  completely  to  annihi 

rmall  remaining  portion  of  popularity,  witho 

ing    the  king,   or  feeming  attached  to  his 

He  appears  principally  to  have  aimed  at  ot 

delay,  as  he  propofed  the  difcuffion  of  the 

inviolability,  and  remonftrated  againft  the  < 

tion  fitting  as  judges ;  but  when  the  appel 

Avas  to  decide  the  fate  of  Louis,  Petion  vot 

guilty,  referving  only  a  difcuflion  on  the  p; 

of  delay  ®.     His  conduft  in  this  particular 

great  indignation  aniong  the  populace,  it  w; 

fidered  as  a  high  crime  at  the  Jacobin  clii 

I*etion  nj^roWly  efcaped,  or  rather  obtained 

refpite  from  expulfipn  ^ 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates,  Petion  hs 
perfonal  altercation  with  Lepelletier,  and  wli 
deputy  was  affaflinated,  the  Mountain  took 
tage  of  the  circuraftance  to  accufe  Petion  ai 
complice  with  the  murderer.     A  long  and 
tuous  debate  enfued,  in /which  Petion's  copi 
many  refpefts  was  virulently  arraigned,  and 
fence  was  by  no  means  proportioned  to.th<: 
and  extent  of  the  attacks     In  the  contef 
enfued  between  the  Mountain  and  the  Giroi . 
tion  was  not  aftive,   though  frequently  si 
His  known  connexion  with  Orleans  reftra  i 
efforts,  and  perhaps  he  yet  retained  a  wiih   : 
views  of  that  confpirator  Ihould  be  crowr : 
fuccefs,  as  he  could  never  be  induced  to   i 
nuouily  againft  him.     He  awaited  the  tura  ( I 
with  childifl>  indifference,    or    hypocritica 
The  following  anecdote,  related  by  Lou^ ; 

o  Debates. 

P  Moore*8  Jourhat,  vol,  ii.  p.  570.  571.  See  alfo  p.  6f  , 
\  Debates.  See  Robcl'pierie  a  let  Cotnmettans,  vol.  ii*  1 
r  LouvtreNarraiive^  p.j5. 

;  ^  A  A  4  1 


fpefting  the  confpiraqr  of  the  lotfi  of  March,  will 
fiiew  that  Petion  was  incredibly  ftupid,  or  fo  great  an 
hypocrite  that  even  his  own  faction  couki  not  de- 
pend on  him.     Louvet  fays,  **  That  I  imght  be 
^  near  the  convention,  I  had  taken  a  lodging  in 
**  Honore-ftreet,    very   little  above   the  Jacobins. 
*•  About  nine  in  the  evenbg,  my  Lodoiflca,  who 
^  had  gotten  home,  and  was  expeding  me,  heard  a 
^  frightful  tumult  and  horrible  cries.   Ever  anxious 
**  for  me,  who,  with  moft  of  my  friends,  had  lived 
•*  for  three  months  furrounded  with  dangers,  con- 
•*  ftantly  purfued,  threatened,  infulted,  obliged  to 
^*  carry  arms  for  my  defence^  and  forced  to  keep 
**  every  night  from  home;    my  desw  wife  came 
•*  dpwn,  and  went  on  till  Ihe  came  into  the  gal- 
^  leries  of    the  fociety,    from  which    the  noife 
««  iflued.     She  heard  a  thoufand  flanders,  a  thou- 
**  fand  horrid  fpeeches  uttered.     She  faw  the  lights 
^  extinguiihed,  and  labres  drawn.     She  came  out 
^  with  an  enraged   multitude,  who  went  to  the 
^  Cordeliers  for  auxiliaries,  thence  to  return  forth- 
^  with,  and  attack  the  convehticm,    LodoHka  juft 
^«  came  back  when  I  returned.     Immediately  I  flew 
**  to  Petion's,  whefre  fome  of  my  friends  were  at 
^  femblcd.     They  were  converfing  calmly  on  cer- 
^«  tain  decrees  that  were  to  be  pafled  in  the  courfe 
««  of  a  few  weeks.     God  knows  how  difficult  I 
^*  found  it  to  roufe  them  from  their  feeurity.     At 
<*  laft  I  prevailed  on  them  to  refrain  from  appearing 
**  at  the  iheeting  already  begun,  and  to  aflemble, 
^«  with  all  the  principal  perfons  profcribed,  in  an 
♦*  hour's  time,  in  a  houfe  where  the  confpirators 
«*  would  not  expeft  to  find  us.     I  then  repaired 
*«  with  fpeed  to  the  meeting,  where  I  found-l^erve- 
^«  h'gan,  deputy  fromFinifterre.     TTiis  brave  siaa 
*«  haftened  to  the  farther  part  of  the  fuburb  St. 
•'  Marceau,  to  alarm  a  battalion  from  Breft,  ^hkh 
**  very  fortunately  arrived  at  Paris  a  few  days  be- 
"  fore,  and  ha4  been  detamcd.    This  battalion  re- 

"  mained 


^*  maniea  an  mgm  unaer  arms,  reaay  to  n 
**  our  affiftance.at  the  firft  requeft,  or  the  ; 
^*  the  alarm^belL  In  the  mean  time  I  we 
*^  houfe  to  houfe,  to  acquaint  Valazo,  Bu2 
<*  fearoux,  Salle,  and  feveral  others.  Bril 
•*  to  inform  theminifters  of  what  was  paffii 
•*  the  minifter  at  war,  the  brave  and  unf 
•*  Beumonville,  having  fcaled  the  wall  of 
**  den,  had  already  joined  fome  of  his  frien 
**  ^ixrhom  he  formed  a  patrole.  After  a  ra 
*•  two  hours,  in  a  dark  night,  and  in  the 
**  it  were  of  my  aflaffins,  I  arrived  at  the 
^*  rendezvous.  Petion  was  wanting.  He 
**  tnuch  danger,  however,  if  he  remained  at 
^  houfe.  I  returned  to  feek  him,  and  a  f 
^  cident  that  paffed  will  depia  his  cbaraQ 
•*  I  was  preifing  him  to  come  with  me,  he 
**  the  window,  and  opened  it ;  then,  havinj; 
^  at  the  weather,  he  faid,  //  rains^  there  w 
•*  thing  done.  Notwithftanding  all  I  could 
^  perfifted  in  ftaying  at  home.** 

On  the  triumph  of  the  Mountain  and  tot; 
©f  the  Briflbtine  faftion,  Petion  made  hii 
from  Paris,  and  followed  the  fortune  of  th 
were  of  opinion  that  nothing  but  the  infurrc 
the  departments  could  fave  France  •.  He  t 
a  large  part  of  France  with  a  party  whic: 
muftered  more  than  nineteen  in  number^, 
endeavoured  to  excite  an  infurredion  in  the; 
m^its,  but  met  with  very  little  fuccefs  ^  tl 
mies  were  numerous,  vigilant,  and  adivc 
friends  few,  cold,  and  inert.  The  peo]: 
great  propriety  diftinguifhed  between  the  <: 
fbe  fugitives  and  their  own ;  and  many  whi 
have  braved  every  danger  to  eftabUfli  a  gi 
vemment,  remained  perfeftly  neuter  in  a 
the  event  of  which  could  only  decide  whetli 

P  Louvct's Narrative,  p.  49.  *  14tmt  p.  Si 


'  lives  and  properties  fhould  be  at  the  difpofal  of  Pc- 
tion  or  Robefpierre  "*.  At  Caen  they  met  with  ^ 
fmall  Ihare  of  proteflion  and  temporary  encourage- 
ment, and  bad  they  declared  in  favour  of  royalty, 
*^  would  in  all  probability  have  been  more  confiden- 
tially treated ;  but  finding  them  folicitous  only  .for 
the  advancement  of  their  own  faction,  general 
Wimpfen,  after  trifling  with  them  fo  as  to  prevent 
their  fuccefs  in  any  other  quarter,  finally  fruftrated 
an  intended  attack  on  the  city  of  Vernon^  abandoned 
their  caufe,  and  left  them  to  their  own  refources  ^. 
After  leaving  Caen,  Petion  and  his  affociates  wan- 
dered about  for  feme  time,  expofed  to  every  hard- 
fliip,  and  eagerly  purfued  by  their  inveterate  and 
active  foes.  Petion  was  peculiarly  liable  to  be 
known,  from  the  publicity  of  his  late  fituation  in 
Paris,  and  from  the  remarkable  circumflance  of  his 
having  grey  hair  at  a  very  early  age.  In  pafling 
through  a  village  named  Moncontoir,  he  was  re- 
cognifed,  though  not  apprehended  ^.  In  general  he 
bore  his  fufferings  with  fortitude,  but  fometimes  exw 
hibited  fymptoms'of  defpair  *.  At  length,  the  in- 
creafing  vigilance  of  their  enemies  rendering  it  un- 
fafe  for  them  to  travel  in  fo  numerous  a  party,  the 
and  death,  fugitives  difperfed  and  took  different  routes.  .  From 
this  period  the  fate  of  Petion  remains  uncertain :  by 
fome  he  was  faid  to  have  been  found  (tabbed  in  a 
field  in  the  Gironde  ;  by  others,  ftarved  to  death  in 
a  cave  in  Languedoc.  For  fome  time  after  the  fell 
of  Robefpierre,  hopes  were  entertained  by  his  ad- 
herents, that  he,  like  Louvet  and  Ifnard,  would 
emerge  from  concealment,  and  again  appear  in  the 
convention  * :  thefe  hopes  however  were  not  veri- 
fied, and  doubt,  myftery,  and  conjefture  rauft  ever 
attend  the  final  moments  of  a  man  who,  in  the  day 

«  Rtfidence  in  France,  edited  by  John  GifFord^  vol.i.  p.  1S3. 

*  Louvct's  NaiTative,  p.  56,  et  feq. 

y  Idem,  p.  S^.  2  Idem,  p.  103. 149. 

*  Mifs  Williams^s  Letters  io  17949  vol.i.  p.  i68r 


of   pride  and  upftart  infolence,  availing  hhn 

"uucxtnerited  popularity,  rivalled,  endangered, ; 

fulted.his  fovereign. 

During  Petion's  flight,  his  wife  and  mot 

la^ir  were  arrefted  and  confined  in  the  pri 
St.'  Pelagie  **.  They  were  in  fuch  pecuniary  ( 
that  they  were  fupported  only  by  borrowing  ^ 

xnother-in-law  was  guillotined ;  of  the  wife's 
am  uncertain. 

Dr.  Moore  defcribes  Petion  as  a  fair,  well-I 

man,  of  genteel  addrefs,  and  cheerful  counts 

Avith   an  habitual  fmile**.      Madame  Roland 

*^   The  ferenity  of  a  good  confcience,  and  n 

*5   of  an  eafy  temper,  with  franknefs  and  ct 

"   nefs,  diftinguifli  his  countenance*.**     Tl 

tiality  of  this  defcription  of  Petion's  phyfio 

may  be  correfted  by  Bertrand,  who  fays : 

*^   countenance,  which  at  firft  fight  appearei 

**    and  agreeable,  upon  a  nearer  examinatic 

**    infipid  and  devoid  of  exprefiion  ^'*     His 

w  ^re  far  from  brilliant  or  extenfive,  even  n 

Itoland  avows,  that  "  as  an  orator  he  was  c 

*'    a  writer  his  flyle  was  loofe  ^.**     Dr.  Moor 

hiim  to  have  been  "  a  man  of  confiderable  le 

*^  though  not  fo  much  as  he  wiflied  the  w 

^^  believe  ;  of  fome  eloquence,  but  by  no  m 

'*  much  as  he  believed  himfelf ;  of  fome  jud 

**  though  a  much  fmaller  pordon  than  he  im: 

'*  whereas  he  really  poflefled  a  very  coml 

^*  ihare  of  vanity,  of  which  it  appears  he  v 

^*  fuaded  he  had  npne  at  all  *"."     I  incline  h 

to  confider  even  this  account  too  favourable 

lion's  knowledge  and   intellefts,  and  thinl 

more  corredly  appreciated  by  Bertrand.     I 

*  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  176. 

c  Appel  a  PImpartiale  Podirit^,  vol.  ii.  p.  74. 

i  Moore "-8  Journtii,  voU  !•  p.  fso. 

c  Appeal)  vo).  i.  p.  116.  ^  MemoirK»  vol.  7.  p.  151 

f  Appeali  vijl.i.  p.  127.  ^  Moore*s  Viewj  yol.ii. 


^  Pedoh^s  want  of  information,  his  heavy  eloeutlbn, 
•*  meanly  trivial  or  abfurdly  bombaft,  made  mc 
^*  confider  him  as  a  man  by  no  means  dangerous. 
•♦  I  even  imagined  that  by  flattering  his  vanity  or 
^  ambition,  he  might  be  made  ufeful  to  the  king. 
**  His  condu£l  has  proved  how  much  I  was  de- 
"  ceived ;  and  I  cannot,  even  at  this  diftance  of 
"  time,  refleft  without  pain  on  my  having  beeft 
Moral  **  deceived  by  fo  filly  a  knave  *.'*  Petion's  virtue 
tbaiaaer.  and  difintereftednefs  arc  highly  extolled  by  madame 
Roland;  ftie  fays;  "  Petion  is  a  truly  good  and 
**  honeft  man,  equally  incapable  of  doing  the  lead 
"  thing  repugnant  to  juftice,  and  infli^iing  the 
•*  fl^hteft  injury  or  occafioning  tJie  leaft  uncafi- 
^  nefs  to  any  one.  For  himfelf  h6  can  negleft 
^  many  things,  yet  he  knows  not  how  to  rcfufe  a 
**  favour  to  any  perfon  in  the  world  "'Z*  The  dif- 
intereftednefs implied  in  the  latter  part  of  this  pa- 
negyric is  fubjeft  to  much  doubt,  as  Petion,  in 
common  with  the  reft  of  his  faftion,  was  fufpefted 
of  having  greatly  enriched  himfelf  by  the  moft 
palpable  peculation  ^  It  is  no  anfwer  to  the  ac- 
cufation  to  ftate,  that  his  wife  was,  after  his  flighty 
left  in  diftrefled  circumftances,  and  when  in  prifon, 
expofed  to  want :  Petion,  though  poflefled  of  no 
property,  lived  in  a  fplendid  ftyle,  and  his  flight  was 
fp  unpremeditated,  as  not  to  afford  him  the 
means  of  fecuring  his  property,  which,  like  the 
confifcated  wealth  of  others,  was  embezzled,  and  its 
amount  never  afcertained.  The  firft  part  of  the 
lady's  eulogium  is  refuted  by  every  aft  of  Petion*s 
life ;  which  ftilly  juftifies  the  obfervation  of  Du- 
mouriez,  who  alio  had  fufficient  means  of  appreciate 
ing  his  eharafter,  that  he  concealed,  under  a  mild 
and  prudent  appearance,  a  heart  coldly  wicked  "• 

»  Bertrancrs  MemotrSf  vol.i.  p*t59« 
^  App«a1»  voKi.  p«  ii6. 
1  ImMitiai  Hiftor^»  vol.ii.  p«  339. 
*  Life  of  Dumouncz^  vol.ii.  p.  187. 


MAXIMILIEN  ROBESPIEI 


M' 


[aximilien  Robefpierre  was  bom  in 
of  Arras  **,  and  an  orphan  from  his  e; 
fancy.  His  father  was  a  counfellor^  in  coe 
praiMce,  and  of  good  reputation,  but  fo 
dowed  with  prudence,  that  he  left  three  ch 
the  utmoft  want.  It  has  been  afferted  that 
jeQ:  of  thefe  Memoirs  was  the  nephew  of  d^ 
who  was  broke  on  the  wheel  for  an  att 
aflaflinate  Louie  XV.  %  but  this  ftory  is  a 
untrue.  It  may  have  been  the  invention 
indignant  royaliff^  or  perhaps  of  fome  1 
Robefpierre  himfelf.  The  good  cliarafte 
father,  and  the  diftrefs  of  his  children,  op 
much  in  their  favour  with  fome  of  their 
that  they  ufed  every  exertion  to  procure  th 
effediial  proteftion ;  one  of  them  took  th 
of  the  daughter,  and  the  two  fons  wen 
mended  to  the  bifliop  of  Arras,  who  brouj 

P  The  principal  tranfa^lions  of  this  blpod-thirily  tyrai 
abFiJgcd  from  the  work  of  Montjoyc,  intitlcd,  •*  HiJIoire  de 
di  Maxiwulien  fiobcfpirrrey  To  M.  Montjoye  I  am  indebte 
particulars  of  Kqbe(pierre*8  early  hiftory,  and  for  the  arrar 
Xiiilnbution'of  the  whole  work*  I  have  differed  with  hir 
niclft  writers  who  have  preceded  me  on  the  fobjefl  of  f 
talenxs  ;  and  I  have  fuppreifed  fpnie  pt^rtsof  hisi^arrative 
fake,  and  others  from  a  convi61ion  that  they  fprang  from 
atioiior  hafte.  Ail  thofe  parts  of  the  enfuing  narrative  f 
authority  is  given,  are  derived  entirely  from  him. 

«  See  Peltier**  Jatc  Pifture  of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  141,  aio 
,ides  Projets  des  Chefs  de  la  Revolution,  p.  ai6»  Perh 
political  romance  called  Couieau's  Confeifions  may  have 
to  give  currency  to  the  report. 
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up  with  ^  dare  and  humanity  worthy  a  Chriftiari 
paftor.  Maximilian,  difcovering  the  greateft  (hare 
of  genius,  and  no  traits  of  thofe  vices  which  after- 
wards marked  his  charafter,  was  the  favourite  of 
the  worthy  bifliop  **,  who,  after  leading  him  by  the 
hand  with  infinite  fatisfaftion  through  the  primary 
avenues  of  fcience,  obtained  for  him,  by  his  intereft, 
an  exhibition,  or  annual  purfe,  at  the  college  of 
LouisJe-grand  at  Paris.  While  he  continued  in  this 
fituation,  the  hopes  of  his  patron  were  abundantly 
realized;  his  progrefs  was  rapid  and  honourable, 
he  was  generally  at  the  head  of  hi^  clafs,.  arid  ob- 
tained feveral  prizes.  He  exhibited  no  fytnptom  at 
this  period  of  a  bad  heart  or  depraved  difpofition, 
but  every  one  thought  he  would  be  diftingiiiflied  by 
his  prudence,  and  pafs  through  the  -world  with 
fome  eclats 
Stndies  the  The  fame  of  his  fcholaftic  triumphs  excited  ardent 
""  hopes  in  the  bofoms  of  his  provincial  friends  5  they 

recommended  to  him  to  ftudy  the  law,  and  to  make 
Paris  the  fcene  of  his  exertions,  little  doubting  that 
the  fame  fuccefs  and  eminence  which  had  awaited 
him  in  the  univerfity,  would  be  his  portion  in  the 
greater  fcene  his  profeflion  would^open  to  him.  To 
Nobviate  the  difadvantages  likely  to  refult  from  his 
unprovided  ftate,  recourfe  was  had  to  the  humanity 
of  a  gentleman  of  great  eminence  at  the  bar,  of  the 
name  of  Ferri^resj  who  gratuitoufly  received  him  as 
a  pupil,  and  undertook  to  provide  him  with  every 
thing  he  wanted,  while  he  was  profecuting  his 
fludies.  But  in  this  fituation  Robefpierre's  defj" 
ciencies  firft  became  apparent.  The  acquirements 
of  the  college,  as  it  was  then  regulated,  were  con- 
fined to  a  knowledge  of  the  lives,  aft  ions,  aftd  a 
few  of  the  more  glaring  opinions  of  the  ancient 

•  P  It  has  been  Paid  that  he  repaid  the  kindnefs  of  this  worthy  j»aff^«^ 
with  tngi-srtitiidc ;  but  the  faft  is  fo  (lightly  alleged,  that  I  am  little 
•inclined  to  gm  it  credit.    Sec  Chriftie's  Letters  on  the  Rcrolutioni 
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of  ftudy,  his  friends,  who  now  expefled  the  accom* 
pliihment  of  all  their  hopes,  and  that  this  boafted 
genius  would  fpeedily  attain  the  higheft  honours, 
lent  one  of  his  relations  to  partake  the  triumph  of 
his  iirft  impreifion.  On  his  arrival  in  the  capital 
this  gentleman  was  efFeftually  undeceived,  he  found 
his  young  friend  far  below  mediocrity  in  his  pr(v 
feffional  line,  his  knowledge  extremely  limited,  and 
his  eloquence  deficient  both  in  dignity  and  corred- 
nefs.  He  was  eafily  perfuaded  by  Ferri^res  to  take 
him  back  to  Arras,  where  dilligence  might  procure 
him  a  fubfiftence,  without  expofing  him  to  com- 
parifon  or  competition,  which  muft  inevitably  pro- 
duce difgrace, 

a  "ifiras  Notwithftandbg  the  horrible  celebrity  ^hich  has 
fmce  diftinguiflicd  the  name  of  Robefpierre,  no 
trace  can  be  found  of  his  profeffional  employment, 
except  in  one  folitary  inftance.  The  invention  of 
eleftrical  condudors,  to  difcharge  the  lighming 
from  impending  clouds,  made  a  great  progrefs  in 
France ;  it  fpread  with  fingular  fpeed  from  the 
capital  to  the  provinces;  it  was  patronized  by  the 
learned  and  polite,  and  oppofed  by  the  vulgar,  the 
prejudiced,  the  timid,  and  the  fuperftitious.  Some 
of  thefe  machines  were  placed  on  buildings  in  the 
I  neighbourhood  of  Arras,  and  produced  a  law-fuit- 

Robefpierre,  whom  the  fame  of  fcholaftic  attain- 
ment pointed  out  as  a  proper  perfon,  was  fixed  on 
to  conduft  this  caufe  on  behalf  of  thofe  who  had 
adopted  the  conduftors,  but  he  is  faid  to  have  drawn 
up  a  memorial,  or  cafe,  on  the  fubjedl,  which  was 
publifhed,  in  which  his  ignorance  was  fo  manifeft, 
bis  ftyle  fo  bafe,  and  his  argumentation  fo  perplexed, 
that  he  loft  his  clients,  and  acquired  the  never-end- 
ing contempt  of  his  fellow-citizens.  The  caufe 
never  came  into  courti  an  amicable  accommodation 
took  place.  * 

^7«9»        The  convocation  of  the  ftates*general  firft  afforded 

ih/coifftl.  him  an  opportunity  of  emerging  from  obfcurity. 

inert  af.    Jhc  opiniou  of  thc  inhabitants  of  Arras  had  not 
"^^y-  8  been 


been  able  to  eradicate  firom  his  mind  thofe  feeds  of 
vanity  which  ha4  been  implanted  there  by  his  ju- 
venile fucceffes.  He  imagined  that  a  large  theatre 
sdone  was  wanting  to  enable  him  to  make  a  con* 
fpicuous  figure.  Full  of  this  idea,  he  intrigued 
amongft  the  lower  clafs  of  inhabitants  in  the  diftrid: 
where  he  refided,  and  by  inceflant  folicitation,  by 
proraifes  adapted  to  the  imagined  wants  and  wiflies 
of  the  people  to  whom  he  looked  up  for  fupport,  he 
finally  fucceeded,  not  only  in  being  returned  to  the 
ftates-general  as  reprefentative  of  tlie  Hers  etat^  but 
m  being  permitted  to  compofe,  in  the  name  of  his 
C-onftituents,  the  cahiers,  or  inftrudtions  for  himfelf 
Stend  his  co-deputies. 

The  talents  difplayed  by  Robefpierre  in  the  con-  HJsta- 
Oituent  affembly  have  been  too  much  under-rated  '^'*^** 
i^n  confeqnenca  of   the   violent    eflforts   made  by 
JBiiflbtine  as  well  as  royalift  writers  -to  expofe  him 
-•o  contempt**.      Even  impartial  writers,  contem- 
jplaiing  the  figure  he  made  in  the  convention,  the 

figantic  power  he  acquired,  and  the  dreadful  means 
e  employed  in  its  maintenance,  and  comparing 
-them  with  his  unimportance  in  the  affembly,  have 
oralhly  pronounced  that  he  was  deficient  in  elo- 
4juence  and  ability,  Robefpierre  came  from  Arras 
to  Paris  not  much  improved  in  knowledge  or 
oratory,  and  he  came  into  an  affembly  where,  on 
both  fides,  there  were  feated  men  famous  for  both. 
He  poffeffed  neither  birth  or  wealth  to  give  hinj 
partifans^  and  his  defeds  in  fpeaking  occafionally 

1  He  is  thus  fpoken  of  by  M.  dc  Montgaillard,  whole  defcription 
will  fpare  the  nectility  of  numerous  quotations.  *«  «  My  only  wi(h,' 
«■  faid  he  in  1784.,  <  is  to  be  attorney  >  genera  I  for  the  parliament  ol  Paris* 
•*  Ah  I  huw  I  wsuld  make  people  talk  of  me  1*  In  the  pofTeflion  of 
«*  th^t  office  he  faw  the  means  of  fat'S^ying  that  confuming  thirft  of 
**  publicity,  by  which  he  often  atterwards  acknowledged  hiu)relf  to  be 
**  influenceil.  This  alfo  informs  us  of  his  motives  for  getting  returned 
•<  to  the  ttates-genera).  Yet  he  only  appeared  there  a  ftupidenthufialh 
«'  At  its  diffolutiou,  he  retired,  leaving  no  other  impreffion  than  a 
'«  rooted  contempt  for  his  taleifts,  and  a  total  forgetfulnels  of  his 
<«  pcrfon.**    Etatde  la  France,  p.9^ 
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excited  the  laughter   of  the  audience  f    but    his 
education  fumifhed  him  with  modes  of  knowledge 
fufficient  to  give  him  a  reputation  in  an  aflemblage 
fo  mixed   and   compounded,   and   his  perfcveririg 
affiduity  in  poliihing  his  language,  and  extending 
his  information,  together  with  the  death  and  feceffion 
of  fome  of  the  more   diftinguifhed  members,  af- 
forded him  the  means,  before  the  diffolution  of  that 
affembly,   of   acquiring    an    extended  and   rather 
brilliant   reputation.       Garat,  who  is    certainly  a 
competent  judge,  fpeaks   of   his  talents   in    thefe 
terms ':    '*  In  Robefpierre,  notwithftanding  the  non- 
***  fenfe  and   abfurdity  of  thofe   extemporary  ha- 
**  rangues  which  he  daily  uttered  in  the  aflembly  J 
**  notwithftanding  his  endlefs  tattle  about  the  rights 
**  of  man,  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  principles 
**  of  which   he   was  continually  talking,   without 
**  ever  communicatirtg  a  fmgle   idea  about  them 
**  that  was,  in  any  degree,  new  or  exaft  ;  In  him, 
•*  I  fancied  that  I  could  difcern,  efpecially  when  he 
**  printed  his  compofitions,  the  fyd  efforts  of  rifing 
**  genius,  which   was  fufceptible    of  improvement 
**  (which  did  aftually  improve)  and  of  which  the 
*'  energies  might  one  day  fully  expand  fo  as  to  do 
**  much  good  or  muth  mifchief.     In  his  ftyle  I 
*'  faw  a  care  to  ftudy  and  to  imitate  thofe  forms  of 
*'  expreffion  which  poffefs  elegance,  dignity,  and 
•^  fplendour.      By   thofe  which    he  imitated  and 
^  produced  the  ofteneft,  I  could  perceive  that  the 
*^  wi:itinps  of  Rouffeau  were  his  great  fchool  and 
^  model?' 
CopicsMi-      In  his  oratory  he  affefted  to  copy  Mirabeau,  and, 
rabcau.      \£  he  couFd  uot  reach  all  the  heights  of  his  eloquence, 
he  could  at  leaft  obtain  enough  to  impofe  on  the 
people,  and  even  to  fecure  him  fome  refpeft  in  the 
affembly.     He  refolved  to  attraft  notice  by  buftle 
and  detraftion,    and  to  acquire  popularity  by  la- 

'  ^  Memoirs  of  the  Revolution,  P«  ^S* 
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gratiatlng  himfeff  with  the  loweft  people,  by  flat- 
tering their  <5aprices,  extolling  their  virtues,  repro- 
bating all  men  and  meafures  which  were  difliked  by 
them,  and  generally  by  adapting  his  harangues  en- 
tirely to  their  tafte  and  comprehenfion. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  fociety  formed  by  Briflbt  Ami  det 
and  others^  under  the  title  of  Amis  des  Noirsy  the  ^°"*' 
objeft  of  which  was  to  procure  the  unconditional 
emancipation  of  all  the  flaves  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
In  purfuit  of  this  projeA  he  difplayed  that  violence 
and  inconfiderate  impetuofity  which  charafterizc 
men  who  fubftitute  paffion  for  judgment,  and  pur- 
fue  a  fevourite  fpeculation,  in  contempt  of  every 
oppofing  motive,    and  declared   his   willingnefs  to 
deftroy  the  colonies,  rather  than  facrifice  one  iota 
of    principle'.      Very  early  in  the  fittings  of  the  xothjuly 
aflembly  he  was  fo  far  noticed  as  to  be  included  in  q^J^s^^J^u 
the  deputation  of  twenty-four,  fent  up,  on  the  mo-  mefTage  to 
tion  of  Mirabeau,  to  requeft  the  king  to  remove  the  ^^^  ^'"S- 
troops  from  the  capital  \ 

Yet,   though  Robefpierre  was  not  of  fufficient  Exerts 
confequence  to  be  claimed  as  a  coadjutor  by  any  tiiTa^ffem'^ 
party,  he  never  failed  to  prefent   himfelf  at  the  Wy. 
tribune  on  almoft  every  difcuflion ;  fometimes  with 
prepared  orations,  fometimes  to  utter  extempore  re- 
marks.    He  felt  no  timidity  in  preffing  his  principles 
nor  any  fear  of  contempt  from  the  frequency  of 
his  repetitions.'    By  degrees  he  polifhed  his  ftyle, 
and  in  time  gained  fome  portion  of  attention.     He  30th  July, 
affifted  in  undermining  the  popularity  of  Necker  by 
making  a  fpeech  againft  the  amnefty  obtained  by 
him  from  the  commune  of  Paris  **.     He  was  always 
extremely  folicitous  for  the  removal  of  the  fittings 
of  the  national  aflembly  from  Verfailles  to  Paris  % 

•  Bryan  Edwards^s  Hiftory  of  St.  Domingo^  p*4i«  6i.     UiAorlcal 
Sketch,  p.  4.1 5. 

«  Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p.  \o%.     Debates. 

«  Impartial  Hiflory^  vol.  i.  p.  171.    Moore's  View,  voKi.  p.  381. 

«  Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p*  4i7« 
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but  the  events  of  the  day  which  produced  that  change 
were  not  contrived  by  him,  nor  had  he  the  kaft 
notion  of  their  being  in  agitation.     He  was  not  yet 
Sth  oa.    trufted,  though  in  the  debate  which  took  place  ori 
the  fubjed  of  the  king's  animadverfion  on  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  conftitution,  he  rendered  a  fervice  to 
the  Orleans'  faftion  by  obferving,  that  his  majefty's 
meffage,  inftead  of  an  acceptance,  was  a  cenfure '. 
Becomct         He  was  now  confidered  as  actively  attached  to 
ift  ai^d**'*'  ^^^  Orleans'  partv.     There  was  more  bufinefs  to  do 
Jacobin,     in  the  affembly,  m  the  city,  and  in  the  clubs,  than 
his  fuperior  aflbciates  could  conduft  without  affift- 
ance.     Robefpierre  had  fo  for  fucceeded  in  imitating 
Mirabeau,  that  he  began  to  be  noticed  by  it,  though 
not  much  to  his  advantage  ;  the  one  was  faid  to  be 
the  flambeau  of  Provence,  the  other  the  taper  of 
Arras.     The  defire  Orleans  and  all  his  party  en- 
tertained to  humble  la  Fayette  and  Bailly,  caufed 
Robefpierre  to  frequent  the  company  of  Danton 
and  Marat,  who  were  aftively  engaged  in  the  tafk, 
and  through  them  he  was  often  employed  to  convey 
to  the  people  of  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Antoine  and 
,  St.  Marceau,  thofe  intimations  which  it  was  thought 
would  be  received  with  more  readinefs  if  fanftioned 
by  a  deputy.     His  eloquence  and  his  manners  were 
exaftly  fuited  to  this  clafs  of  people,  and  be  foon 
became  their  idol,  a  circumftance  which  afterward*, 
gave  him  unlimited  rule  in  France,  but  the  prin- 
cipal engine  of  his  elevation  was  the  Jaicobin  clulx 
He  was  not  thought  worthy  of  a  feat  in  the  club 
Breton  ;  that  club,  while  the  aflembly  remained  at 
Verfailles,  was  fmall  and  feleft,  founded  at  firft  by 
the  deputies  from  Bretagne,  but  when  the  legiflativc 
body  removed  to  Paris,  they  threw  open  their  doon 
to  all  the  members  of  the  left  fide y  and  to  many 
other  perfons;    they  hired  the  convent  belonging 

7  Mrs.  Wolftonecroff  «  Hiftor)r>  vol.  i.  p.  436.  The  other  Hiflories 
and  Debates. 

to 


t:o  the  Dominican,  or  as  they  were  called  ii 

^^cobin  friars,  in  the  rue  St.  Honorey  and 

tlieir    influence    all  over  the   kingdom,  b 

of    affiliated  focieties,    and  committees  o 

ipondence.     This  club,  by  their  perniciouj 

produced  infubordination  in    the  army  m 

stTid  confirmed  the  licentioufnefs,  fury,  and 

of  the  populace ;   they  deftroyed  the  chu 

lolved  the  tie  of  laws,  and  brought  the  ki 

ignominious   death.     The  iniquity   of  thei 

%7as  proportioned  to  the  flagitioufnefs  of  thi 

they  laid  wealthy  individuals  under  com 

tibey  Ihared  the  plunder  of  thofe  whofe  de 

they  had  ogcafioned  j  and  to   defray  the 

exi)ences   they  were  fubjeft   to,   before   i 

creatures  came  into  adminiftration,  they  ab 

forgery  of  affignats,  which  they  were  thus 

4:o    diftribute  with  incredible   profufion^. 

club  Robefpierre  was  indefatigable,    he  n 

tions  and  fpeeches  of  the  moft  incendiary 

tion,  and  in  all  refpefls  accommodated  h 

well  to  the  tafte  of  the  people,   that  he 

elevated  to  the  prefidency,  and  during  the  r 

of  his   life,    retained    an  influence   the  i 

limited.     Here  he  firfl  began  to  court  the 

and  the  populace  of  Paris  in  his  fpeeches 

ftantly  ufing  a  flattering  cant  which  was 

their    intellefts,    by    conftantly   infifting 

virtues,  and  calling  them  empnatically  tbt 

pie  of  Paris  \ 


«  Bertrand*s  Private  Memoirs,  vol.ii.  p,  176.    Sec  Pi   i 
p.  28. 

*  This  ftyle  he  never  afterwards  difcontinued.    The  f( 
fpecimens  of  it  from  a  periodical   work  he  publifhed  in 
Robefpiem  ^  fes  Commeftans*    **  Taken  coUe^ively,  you  are     1 
**  nerous^  the  moft  moral  o(  ail  people;  and,  hut  for  yoa    I 
•«  moft  defenriRg  of  liberty."  Vol.  i.  p.  6.    "  The  people     1 
f  juft  and  peaceable }  they  are  always  guided  by  the  mod    1 
'<  tioDs :  the  evil-  minded  cannot  ftir  them  up,  without  | 
**  their  view  a  powerful  and  proper  motive,**     Vol.  i.  p»  4 
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Managet        This  fott  of  eloquence  he  carried  with  him  into 
r^.\^^^^*"    the  national  aflembly,   where  he  already  began   to 
exercife  his  addrefs,  by  training  the  galleries  to  par- 
ticular expreflions  of  applaufe  and  difapprobation  ; 
a  manoeuvre  which  afterwards  fubjedled  the  deli- 
berative body  entirely  to  the  dominion  of  the  au- 
dience,  or   more  properly  to   that  of  a  party  of 
fcreaming    poijfardes    and    vociferous  fans-culottesj 
whom  the  leaders  of  the  day  took  care  to  afTemble* 
In  the  conftituent  aflembly  this  evil  was  firft  felt : 
the  tribunes  were  ufed  to  hum  applaufe,  or  grumble 
diflikc,  at  the  ufe  of  certain  phrafes  uttered  in  a 
certain  fenfe.     This  fecret  was  foon  difcovered  by 
the  right  fide^  they  learned,  at  every  interval  of  dif- 
approbation difplayed  againft  them,  to  correfk  the 
ferment  by  the  introduclion  of  popular  phrafeology, 
no  matter  however  mal  a  propos.  *   This  facility  of 
counteraftion  was  not  agreeable  to  the  left  Jide\ 
they  prepared  another  manoeuvre ;  they  hired  com- 
panies of  people  to  fill  the  tribunes,  who  were  under 
the  command  of  certain  leaders ;  thefe  again  were 
direded  to  keep  their  eye  on  particular  members  of 
the  aflembly ;  and  at  a  preconcerted  fignal,  of  the 
difplay  of  part  of  the  pocket-handkerchief,  the  ele- 
vation or  depreflfion  of  that  part  of  the  hat  in  which 
the  national  cockade  was  placed,  or  other  equally 
fimple  and  apparently  unimportant  movements,  they 
were  to  communicate  the  token  of  applaufe  or  cen- 
fure  to  their  band,  who  were  thus  infl:ru9:ed  to  cry 
up  or  hoot  down  fome  particular   pcrfons.     The 
right  Jide  foon  difcovered  this  plan,    and   availed 


«*  motives  of  the  people  are  always  pure  5  they  cannot  do  orherwife 
**  than  Ipve  the  public  good,  fince  the  public  good  is  but  ahother 
«*  word  for  the  intcrcft  of  the  people:  but  certain  intriguers,  who  are 
«*  as  cunning  as  the  people  are  ingenuous,  as  perverfe  as  the  people 
»*  arc  juft,  feek  foinetimes  to  make  an  ill  ufe  even  of  their  virtues  and 
<«  their  juft  indignation."  Vol.  ii.  p.i85«  «  The  eirors  of  the  people 
«  are  rare  and  impermanent ;  they  are  always  the  fault  of  fatal  cifcutn- 
**  fiances  or  perverfe  indlviduais,*'    Vohii.  p.s9ii« 

themfelvcs 


"^Iiemfelvcs  of  the  difcovery,  by  hiring  the 

*o  oppofe  the  friends  of  the  leftftde :  this  ir 

Si.  great  confuiion ;  applaufe  and  cenfure 

<}uently  beftowed  at  the  fame  time  by  the 

j)aTties,  and  this  difcordance  produced  ai 

Zand  contentions  which  it  was  the  difgrace  < 

fembly  to  fuffer.     At  other  times,  the  far 

allien  would  be  hired  by  both  parties,,  and  Vi 

trary  fignals  were  given,  remain  in  a  confi 

of  fufpenfe,  undecided  whether  they  ougl 

plaud  or   murmur ;   an  embarraflment  v 

frequently  occafioned  the  different  journalil 

porting  the  fame  fpeech,  to  attribute  to  the 

wolent  murmurs^  and  ktid  and  frequent  a^ 

This  conteft  continued   during   the  fittin 

conftituent  affembly :  in  the  legiflative  affi: 

left  fide  managed  better  ;  and  in  the  conve 

Mountain  generally  took  care  to  have  the 

filled  with  friends  of  their  own,  for  whicli 

the  parties  frequently  came  and  took  their 

break  of  day,  and  often  ftayed  all  night 

.pierre's  known  intrigues  in  this  bufmefs 

royalift  writer  to  ftyle  him  the  general  ol 

/^lattesj  a  title  with  which  he  was  not  difp 

During  the  whole  fitting  of  the  qonftitu : 

bly,  he  was  remarked  for  his  exertions  i 

queftion  in  which  the  king's  influence  or 

was  concerned.     He  diftinguiihed  himfe 

.fame  perfonal  rancour  which  he  afterwards 

in  the  convention  with  fuch  baleful  effeft. 

neceflary  to  particularife  inftances,  they 

aknoft  daily.     He  voted  and  fpoke  in  fa\ 

moft  eyery  propofition  tending  to  narrow 

authority,  and  throw  contempt  on  his  p 

government.     He  greatly  increafed  hi$ 

by  the  ftyle  of  his  fpeech  in  oppofition  to  1 

propofal  of  a  martial  law.     He  faid,  ** 

^  See  Moore*t  Vifw,  vol.  i.  p.  4ft««    P^g€8>  vol,i 
B  B  4 


*'  tained  a  cordial  affeftion  for  the  good  people  o£ 
"  Paris;  that  their  difpofitions  were  excellent;  they 
*'  were  feldom  in  the  wrong,  always  meant  well,  and 
**  could  not  in  juftice  be  punifhed  for  miftakes  they 
**  might  commit  when  pinched  with  hunger."  This, 
and  a  great  deal  more  of  the  fame  contemptible 
cant,  not  only  procured  him  the  entire .  good-will 
of  the  mob,  but  efFeftually  deceived  many  who 
thought  themfelves  profound  politicians ;  they  faid, 
•*  He  might  be  a  very  well-meaning  patriot,  but  was 
*'  far  too  tender-hearted  for  a  ftatefman  ^Z' 

Apr.  1791.      Independently  of  his  exertions  agamft  the  king, 

hisfpeechcs  he  diftinguifhcd  himfelf  in  the  national  afTembly  by 

printcii.  his  fpceches  on  the  re-union  of  Avignon,  and  on 
the  organization  of  the  national  guard,  both  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  ^.  He  ftrenuoufly  fup- 
ported  the  right  of  petitioning,  over  which  he  main* 
tained  that  the  legiflature  had  no  jurifdiftlon ;  and 
that  it  refided  in  every  individual  of  whatever  clafs 

ijth  May.  or  couutrv.  He  was  no  lefs  perfevering '  in  his 
efforts  in  favour  of  the  people  of  colour,  and  in  the 

«4th  Sept.  end  obtained  that  fatal  decree  which  fpread  defola- 
tion  over  the  face  of  the  French  colony  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, though  it  was  afterwards  repealed  by  the 

lith  May.  fame  affembly  *.  He  moved  that  the  members  of 
one  legiflature  fhould  not  be  eligible  to  fit  in  the 
next,  and  maintained  the  propofition  with  fuch  jea-^ 
loufyj  that  it  was  finally  decreed.  Two  points  in 
his  condufl:  deferve  particular  notice ;  he  was  a  vio* 
.  lent  defender  of  the  right  of  univerfal  fuffrage,  and 
an  affeded  declaimer  agairi/i  the  funijhment  of  death 

jothMay. /»  any  cafe.  On  this  fubjeft  he  affefted  to  prove, 
that  "  the  puniffiment  of^  death  was  effentkHy  un* 
*^  jufl ;  th^t  it  was  not  the  piofl:  impreffive  in  its 
*^  execution^  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  tended  to 

«  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p«  71. 

^  Wilde's  Addrefs,  p.  479.     Mercure  Francois  Litteraire  da  14 
Mai  1791. 
«  Edwards's  Hiftory  of  St.  Domingo,  p.  8^ 
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xxiultiply  crimes  inftead  of  preventing  i^ 
xx^aix    can  only  kill  an  enemy  when  that 
3^l>£oliitely  neceffary  for  the  faving  of  his  i 
no-w  fociety  at  large  can  have  nothing  to  \ 
a.  criminal  whom  it  punilhes ;  the  crimiii 
tally    \xnable  to  do  any  further  mifchief^ 
txied    in.  all  the  fecurity  of  peace.     A  ca 
c    -^vYic>  "kills  his  prifoners  is  called  a  barbai 
c   groM^n    man  who  kills  a  perverfe  child,  ^ 
^^   IS  in.  liis  power  to  difarm  and  punifh,  is  d© 
«   monfter."     Thefe  and  many,  other  argumi 
the  fame  fpirit  were  unfuccefsful  with  the  aff^ 
chough  v/3.rmly  applauded  by  the  galleries  ar 
pulace^. 

At  this  period  he  frequented  the  houfe  of  F 
then   neither  minifter  or  deputy,  but  the  cc 
of  Briflbt,  with  whom,  and  Petion,  and  a  fev 
Itohefpierre  met  four  evenings  in  every  weel 
range  plans  for  the  bufinefs  in  the  affembly 
enfuing  days.     He  acquired  the  efteem  of 
Roland,  who  thought  him  an  honeft  man  ; 
patriot,   but  rather  too  baJhfuL     He  ufed 
meetings  to  fay  little  ;  he  advanced  a  few  p 
without  maintaining  them  by  arguments, 
,,    fully  treafured  up  the.  ideas  which  fell  from 
>    informed  men  of  the  party,  and  retailed  tb 
own  in   the  affembly   and  ,the   Jacobin  c 
'^    eluding  the  reproaches  this  conduft  drev 
\    bv  an  affeftation  of  pleafantry  and  good- 
J    ftiTOUty'. 

"j        The  king's  departure  from  the  capit 
,    Robefpierre  beyond  meafure;    he  thoi 
.    ^ould  not  have  taken  that  ftep,  unlefs  1 
- .    of  a  party  in  the  capital  who  would  mu 
\   V^Jiots  and  diffolve  the  affembly.     ITii 
difpelled  by  the  arreft  and    return  of 
l^  was  in  this   interval  that,    at  Peti 

'  For  all  thefe  particukirsy  fee  Debatei. 
'  t  Roland^s  Appeal^  vol.  i.  p.  56. 
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Briflbt  and  fome  others  firft  ftarted  the  idea  of  a  re^ 
public,  and  propofed  to  publiOi  a  paper  under  the 
title  of  U  Republicain.     Robefpierre  was  prefent  at 
the    confultation^    and    probably   forelaw  in  this 
new  fyftem  a  fcMfm  amongft  the  partiians  of  Or- 
leans, which  would  be  beneficial  to  his  intereits: 
he  wiflied  to  aA  in  a  fphere  where  he  Ihould  not  be 
thwarted  by  their  fuperior  talents,  and  would  not 
therefore  bind  himfelf  to  profecute  their  plan,  but 
contented  himfelf  with  inquirmg,  with  a  fneer,  after 
they  had  been  long  difculGng  the  fubjed,  "  Ad 
"  pray  what  is  a  republic  ^  V^ 
ConHuft        Hig  violence  againft  the  king  on  his  arreft  was 
mrreft!       proportioned  to  the  terror  experienced  previous  to 
•5d  June,  that  event.     He  moved,  that  thofe  who  flopped  the 
coach  fhould  receive  a  civic  crown;  oppofed  the 
meafures  fuggeiled  for  fecuring  the  king's  perfon, 
by  an  obfervation,  that  the  plan  introduced  to  the 
affembly  for  that  purpofe  feemed  to  prejudge  a  great 
queflion,  which  he  wifhed  to  hear  folenmly  difcuffed. 
ftethjone.  He  alfo  movpd,  that  the  king  and  queen  fhould  be 
interrogated  by  the  juflices  of  peace  of  the  circk 
of  the  Tuilleries  ;  that  as  they  were  now  to  be  con* 
fidered  firaply  as  citizens,  they  ought  to  be  treated 
14th  July,  without  any  diftinguifhing  forms  of  refpeS.    Oa 
the  fame  occafion,  he  flrenuoufly  combated  the  in- 
violability of  the  king,  and  declared  he  fhould  fpeak 
of  Louis  XVI.  with  the  fame  indifference  as  the  em- 
peror of  China  *. 
Petition  of     The  event  of  the  affembly 's  decifion  on  the  quef- 
th<  Champ  tiou  of  the  king's  abdication  of  the  throne,  was^ 
lie  Mais.   cQjitrary  to  his  hopes  as  to  deprive  him  of  all  pru- 
dence ;   he  ran  from  the  hall  through  the  flreets, 
exclaiming  to  the  groups  of  politicians  who  verc 
afTembled,  "  My  friends^  all  is  Iq/i ;  the  king  is  ^ 
*f  be  rejiored^r^     He  was  fo  convinced  that  the 

^  Ro1and*s  Appealy'^rol.i.  p.  5S,  ^Debates. 

^  Mooic*s  View,  vol.ii.  p.  406.  Conjuration  dc  d^Orieanti  ▼o)*'"* 

quefbon 


c|^^e(lion  would  be  carried  conformably  to  tl 
of  his  party,  that  he  had  omitted  the  preca 
fecuring  the  tribunes.     After  the  difperfa 
tumultuous  petitioners  by  the  military,  fmce  c 
maflacre  of  the  Champ  de  Mars^  his  panic 
wth  aggravated  force ;  he  was  afraid  of  b 
peached  and  put  on  his  trial,  and  alarmed 
plofed  plot  of  the  Feuillans^  and  a  dreaded  def 
the  Jacobins   from   his   intereft.     Roland 
wfe,  aflfefted  at  his  fituation,  went  to  his  loc 
the  Marfli  to  oflFer  him  an  afylum,  but  he  ha< 
quitted  them.     He  confulted  Petion  on 
priety  of  efcaping  to  London '.      His  feai 
ever,  were  groundlefs ;    the  court  knew  i 
to  punifh  ;  the  conftitutiqji  was  completed, 
affembly  diflblved'". 

Robefpierre  did  not  quit  the  firft  4egiflat 
contempt,  as  M.  de  Montgaillard  has  err 
afferted  :  it  is  true  that  he  never  was  con( 
great  leader  of  a  party ;  he  was  never  p 
and  but  once  fecretary :  during  the  latter 
the  fittings,  he,  Buzot,  and  Petion,  were  le 
alone  on  the  left  fide ".  His  name  was  or 
vourable  fide  of  the  pillar  at  St.  Genon**, 
conftaritly  a  great  favourite  of  the  audienc 
galleries,  and  the  populace  of  Paris,  who 
tended,  on  the  day  of  the  Champ  de  Mars, 
carried  his  hurt,  crowned  with  laurel,  in  p 
through  the  city  ^.  This  predile£lion  he  gre 
xnented  the  day  before  the  diflblution  of  t 
bly,  by  his  defence  of  the  clubs.  When  t 
bers  quitted  the  hall,  he  and  Petion  wei 
with  the  acclamations  of  the  populace,  a  civ 
was  placed  on  their  brows,  and  the  peop 
have  taken  off  their  horfes  and  drawn  the 
but  they  declined  that  proof  of  their  attachi 

1  BriflTot  a  tous  les  Uepubltcdios,  p.  191. 

»  Rotand''t  Appeal,  voi.  i.  p.  6».  «  Ibid.  p.  51 

«  SeeBMLLY.  Anecdotes  du  Regnede  Louis  XVI.  vo 

r  Hiftortcal  Sketch,  p.  38.^ 

«  Meircure  FraD9ois,  N^  du  2  O^obre  i79i>  p.  12 «. 
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PaWic  ac-      RobefpierTe  now  occupied  the  pkce  of  pubKc  ac* 
^^'*       cufer,  which  he  foon  refigned,  without  having  ever 
exercifed  its  fundions;  a  circumftance  which  has 
excited  fome  aftonifhtnent,  and  threw  for  the  time 
fome  difgrace  on  his  civifm  ^     It  is  to  be  fuppofed 
that  the  attention  neceffary  to  the  duties  of  this 
olHce  was  too  great  a  drawback  on  the  tune  he 
wifhed  to  beftow  on  his  other   avocations.      He 
continued    unremittingly    his    attendance    at    the 
Jacobins,  where  he  was  a  principal  fpeaker,  and 
where  his  party  carried  every  point  j    they  com- 
manded the  applaufe  of  the  tribunes,  and  filenced 
all    fpeakers  whofe    fentiments   were  oppofite  to 
'  theirs,  by  clamour  and  vociferation.     The  moft  po- 
pular joumalifts  were  members  of  this  club,  and 
ipread  the  renown  of  Robefpierre  and  the  other 
chiefs  all  over  the  country.     They  defpifed  la  Fay- 
ctte^s  impotent  ^nd  ill-concerted  efforts  to  difperfe 
them :   in  faft   they  governed  the  country ;   they 
gave  officers  to  the  police,  generals  to  the  armies, 
and  minifters  to  the  crown.     On  the  refignation  of 
Bailly,  Robefpierre  was  candidate  for  the  mayoralty ; 
but  the  place  being  already  difpofed  of  to  Petion,  he 
obtained  only  a  hundred  votes  '• 
<^antif        He  was  foon  involved  in  difpute.s  with  the  Gi* 
JJ^       rondift  fadion,  and  although  on  good  terms  with 
Petion,  was  denounced  by  Briflbt  and  Gaudet  at  the 
S5th  April  Jacobiu  club.     It  is  to  be  prefumed  that  the  defire 
'^^*'     entertained  by  the  BriiTotine  party  to  involve  the 
country  in  war  was  the  caufe  of  their  difagreement  j 
for  it  is  well  known  that  all  the  members  of  that 
cabal  were  refolute  for  war,  while  Robefpierre  was  a 
ftrenuous  oppofer  of  it,  and  for  a  long  time  after- 
wards retained  a  wifh  to  avoid  giving  unneceflary 
offence  to  foreign  powers'.     The  attack  made  pn 
him  was  however  attended  with  little  fuccefs ;  h^ 

'  Bertrand'8  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  ii6.    Etat  de  la  France,  p.  9« 
•  Mercurc  Francois,  N^du  «6  Novcmbre  1791,  p,  289. 
«  Pages».  vol.  i,  p.  456*      Mercurc  Frangois,  N*  d«  7  Avril  I79*> 
y,  67,    See  alio  Robefpierre  a  fei  Comiiienan$»  vol.  ii.  p.  s^^* 
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anfwered  it  the  next  day  but  one,  and  hij 
was  printed  and  diftributed  at  the  expenai 
fociety ". 

About  this  time  he  commenced  a  week 

lication,    called   le  Defenfeur  de  la  Conjiitt 

which  he  difcuffed,  as  occafion  required,  a 

meafures  and  events,  occafionally  attacking! 

verfaries,  and  explaining  his  own  conduft. 

the   conftitution  was  no  longer  thought  wi 

fending,  and  he  was  elefted  deputy  to  the 

convention,  he  changed  its  appellation,  and 

Lettres  de  Maximilien  Robefpierre  a  fes  Cot 

under  which  title  he  continued  it  for  fome  ti 

the  king's  death.     From  an^attentive  perufa 

publications,  I  have  formed  my  judgment  o 

pierre's  ftyle,  which  I  think  very  far  aboi 

ocrity.     His  oratory,  fubjefted  to  the  difad 

of  a  bad  voice,  and  an  unconquerable  p 

accent  *,  might  fail  of  producing  a  grace 

in  difcourfe,  but  his  expreffions  were  not  il 

nor  did  they  betray  poverty  of  language  01 

nefs  of  imagination  j   his  logic  is  frequenl 

in  its  conclufions,  and  he  is  extremely  neg 

truth  in  his    narratives;    his   forte  is   h 

reafoning,  where  gravity  feems  hardly  mai 

from  the  ludicroufnefs  of  the  fubjeft ;   his 

are  forcible  and  appofite,  and  his  irony  fpi 

cffe^ual^ 

During  the  reign  of  the  legiflative  afler 
conteft  was  changed  from  its  former  gro 

•  Defenfeur  de  la  Conftitution,  p.  37.  x 

«  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  57. 

y  One  of  his  beft  efforts  in  this  ftyle,  his  letter  to  Jeroi 
glvrn  in  the  Appendix  (N<»  X.  )•  Camille  Defmouii 
fcruple  to  fay  that,  for  its  aitic  wit,  it  is  equal  to  the  lieft  f 
and  it  has  been  already,  in  part,  introduced  totheacqua 
Engliih  reader^  by  the  cxtraft  from  it  in  Moore's  View,  \ 
That,  and  his  ipeech  in  ^niwer  to  Louvec*s  accufation  abridj 
a  fofficient  fpecimen  of  hit  powers  in  either  fpecies  of  con 

•  Th«  Proyincials  arc  celebrated  Letters  by  Father  Pafcjil  aga 
.Sc^  Qimillfi  DeiJonouJio^*  Hiftory  of  the  BrliTutincs,  p.  66. 


the  conftituent  aifembly,  the  Conjlitutionels  waged 
war  againfl:  the  royalifts,  in  the  prefent  thefe  were 
attacked  in   their  turn   by  the  republicans.     The 
writers  and  orators  of  that  party  had  contrived  to 
render  their  doftrine  fo  palatable,    that    Orleans 
and    Robefpierre   were  obliged   to  accede    to  the 
general  opinion,  and   affeft   to  be  zealous  repub- 
licans.      Republicanifm  became  the  order  of  the 
day  at  the  Jacobins,  and  every  thing  yielded  to 
the  impulfe.     To  reduce  the  royal  power  fo  much 
as  to  prevent  all  oppofition  to  their  fcheme,  the 
republicans   planned   and    executed    the    infurrec- 
tion  of  the  loth  of  Auguft.     It  was  much  to  the 
difadvantage  of  the  Briflbtines  to  be  obliged  to  call 
in  the  aid  of  Danton,  who  was  fo  intimately  con* 
nefled  with  Robefpierre  their  declared  enemy,  but 
their  weaknefs  and  his  energy  rendered  it  unavoid- 
able.    Though  the  cowardice  of  Robefpierre  kept 
him  from  being  an  aftor  in  thjit  fcene ;    though,  as 
Louvet  afterwards  told  him  ^,  he  concealed  himfelf, 
like  Sofia  in  the  play,  till  the  battle  was  over,  yet 
he  was  named  one  of  the  council-general  of  the 
commune^  as  without  the  aid  of  his  popularity  their 
meafures  would  have  been  but  imperfeft  *•    -He  was 
alfo  appointed  one  of  the  judges  of  a  tribunal  erefted 
to  try  crin}inals  involved  in  the  imputed  guilt  of  the 
court  on  that  day ''.     His  exultation  in  the  event  of 
the  coutefl:  may  be  learned  by  the  account  of  the 
i^th  Aug.  tranfaftion  which  he  gave  to  the  public  *" ;   and  by 
the  propofition  he  made  in  the  affembly,  for  the 
ereftion  of  a  column  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who 

•  See  .his  fpeech  againft  Robefpierre.  » 

«  It  feems  agreed,  on  ail  hands,  that  Robefpierre  was  not  perfonallf ' 
engaged  in  attack  on  the  Tuilleries,  or  doliberating  with  the  ne«r 
council' general,  on  the  9th  of  Auguft.     See  Pag^s,  vol.  i.  P**?'* 
4S6.  Peltier's  late  Pi6\«te  of  Paris",  vol.  ii.  p.  477.    Moore's  JournaJi 
vol.  i.  p.  497.     Etat  dc  la  France,  p.  10. 

t>  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans»  vol.  iii.  p.  208.     Peltier's  late  Fi^ui^f 
vol.ii.  p.  2ZO,  &c. 

c  Defenfeur  de  la  Conftitutiony  p.  567. 
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fell  in  the  affault,  on  the  place  where  the 
Louis  XIV.  had  formerly  flood  •*. 

The  events  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  place( 

nifterial  junto  fo  firmly  in  poffeffion  of  tt 

efteem,  and  appeared  to  inveft  therti  with 

a  command  over  the  populace  by  means 

Marfeillois,  that  it  became  a  point  of  the  hi; 

portance  to  Robefpierre  to  counteraft  their  i 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  he  decla 

war  againft  Briffot ;  the  quarrel  involved  C 

and  all  their  party  %     To  fnatch  from  the 

this  faftion  as  much  of  the  power  of  influei 

populace  as  they  could,  and  to  place  as  muc 

fible  in  the  reach  of  perfons  devoted  to  th 

the  principal  aim  of  thofe  who  perpetrated 

facres  of  September.     Robefpierre  was  und 

a  principal  contriver  of  thefe  fanguinary  ex 

Previous  to  the  fetal  day,  he  had  been  ve 

in  making  domiciliary  vifits  ^ ;  and  the  da; 

ing  the  maffacre,  he  had  denounced  Brifli 

Jacobin   club  for  having  fold  the  countr 

duke  of  Brunfwick  ^.     BVit  though  Robefp 

fo  great  a  (hare  in  arranging  the  horrible  pi; 

day**;  yet  on  that  occafion,  like  the  foi 

pufillanimity  kept  him  from  the  fcene  of  afl 

he  did  not   make  his  appearance  till  .the 

was  ended.      The  event,  however,  confi] 

*  Debates. 

«  Dcfenfcur  de  la  Conftitution,  p.  96.  99.  Mercui 
N«  du  19  Mai  »79*,  p.  «o8. 

'  Peltier's  late  Figure,  vol.  ii.  p*479. 

s  Briflbt  a  tons  les  Republicains,  p.  18}.  Peltier's  I 
▼ol.  ii.  p.  »94.     See  aUb  Louvcfs  Narrative,  p.  17. 

^  Neekeron  the  Revolution,  vol.i.  p*433.  Briflbt  a 
publicains,  p.  184^  Etai  de  la  France,  p.  10.  It  occa 
Airprife  when  I  faw  in  the  New  Annual  Rcgifter  for  i; 
the  following  expreflions  •*  He  certainly  had  no  part  in  t 
**  the  iQth  of  Auguft  s  and  the  count  de  Montgaillard  ; 
"  even  of  any  principal  (hare  in  the  mafTacres  of  Sepiembei 
gaiUard  fpeaks  of  him  in  thefe  terms  :  *♦  Robefpierre  difpz 
•*  cetteciife  deciflve  (1«  10  Aout).  On  lui  a  reproche 
*'  prudence  avec  laquelle  il  fc  derobait  aux  dangers  j  il  fai 
"  *»  htm^p  difart  oHit  majjwrtt  du  %  Se^mkn,^\ 


)x>wer,  and  enabled  the  commune  to  domineer  over 
the  aiTembly  viith  aflonifhing  infolence  ^ 
Eleaed  In  the  interval  between  the  loth  Auguft  and  the 

member  of  2d  September,  the  affembly  had  decreed  its  own 
wkiiQu.  diffolution,  and  the  calling  of  a  national  convention. 
In  this  new  affembly,  Robefpierre's  popularity, 
aided  by  the  purfe  of  Orleans,  procured  the  return 
of  a  powerful  party.  The  finks  of  infamy  and  vice 
were  raked,  the  retreats  of  obfcure  dabblers  in  lite- 
rature explored,  and  even  the  refufe  of  foreign  coun- 
tries reforted  to  for  legiflators,  for  men  whofe  firft 
bufinefs  it  was  to  decide  whether  France  fhould  be 
a  monarchy  or  not.  Robefpierre  was  returned  for 
Paris,  during  the  height  of  the  carnage  in  the  pri- 
sift  Sept.  fons*".  The  convention  decreed,  immediately  on 
'79*-  their  meeting,  that  France  was  a  republic.  Since 
the  2d  of  September,  the  fchifm  forfeen  by  Robef- 
pierre had  taken  place  amongft  the  friends  of  Or- 
leans: the  contrivers  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  jea- 
lous of  the  overweening  influence  of  the  men  of  the 
2d  of  September,  formed  themfelves  into  a  party 
under  the  banners  of  Briffot  and  Roland,  from 
whom  they  were  called  Briffotines  or  Rolandifls. 
Thefe  men,  depending  on  their  influence  in  fome  of 
the  departments,  were  accufed  of  a  projeft  to  form 
what  they  called  a  federal  republic  ;  or  a  republic, 
where  the  different  provinces,  having  each  feparate 
interefts  and  rights,  fhould  be  reprefented  in  one 
general  affembly.  Robefpierre,  on  the  other  hand, 
inflated  with  his  extenfive  popularity,  and  little  at- 
tached to  Orleans,  \rfiom  he  defpifed,  now  afpired 
to  the  didatorfhip.  His  party,  from  their  occupy- 
ing the  highefl  feats  in  the  hall,  were  called  the 
Mountain.  The  habits  of  intimacy  which  had  fub- 
fifted  between  his  colleagues  and  the  Briffotines  laid 
open  to  him  all  their  plans,  and  the  indifcreet  efforts 

^  Hacker  on  the  Revolution^  vol.  i.  p.  365.    Peltier**  late  Piflurey 
Tol.ii.  p.  141.     Hifturies  and  Journals.  .    . 

^  Conjuration  de  d*Orleans»  vol,  iii«  p«  214. 
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***  I  know  (he  concluded)  that  there  is  feme  teme- 
*^  rity  in  rifing  up  againft'  thefe  affaflins  ;  but, 
^  fhould  I  perim  by  their  daggers,  I  will  fhew  my- 
•*  felf  worthy  the  confidence  of  my  feHow-citizens/* 
He  then  mpved,  that  a  committee  fhould  be  ap- 
pointed to  frame  a  law  againft  affaflination ;  and 
that  a  guard  for  the  convention  fhould  be  furnifhed 
by  the  eighty-three  departments,  to  prevent  the  ty- 
Yanny  of  the  council-general  of  the  comHiune  of 
Paris.  This  motion,  though  violently  oppofed  by 
the  Mountain,  was  at  length  carried,  and  commif- 
fioners  appointed  to  frame  the  propofed  ht*^. 
»5thScpt.  Xhis  attack  on  the  murderous  principles  of  the 
by^Ia  *  P^trty,  was  only  a  prelude  to  others  on  their  ambi- 
Source.  tion,  tyranny,  and  fraud.  The  next  day.  Merlin  of 
Thionville  flated  to  the  aflctpbly,  that  la  Source  had 
informed  him  that  there  was  a  faftion  in  the  con- 
vention who  had  it  in  view  to  eftablifh  a  diftator. 
La  Source,  though  a  Briffotine,  evaded  a  perfonal 
•  explanation,  but  Rebecqui  and  Barbaroux,  both  of 
Marfeilles,  brought  the  matter  home  to  Robef- 
pierre,  and  accufed  Marat  and  Panis  of  having 
founded  them  on  the  fubjeft.  Danton,  alarmed  for 
^his  party,  endeavoured  to  avert  the  difculEon,  by 
moving  that  death  fhould  be  the  piinifhment  of 
thofe  who  attempted  to  make  of  Frsince  a  federal 
republic.  This  obfervarion,  meant  to  intimidate  the 
Briffotines,  was  parried  by  Buzot,  and  Robefpierre 
was  obliged  to  afcend  the  tribune  to  defend  himfelf : 
inftead,  however,  of  fpeaking  to  the  point,  he  entered 
into  an  eulogium  of  his  own  conduft  while  he  fat  in 
the  conftituent  aflembly.  Tired  of  his  egotifms,  a 
member  at  length  exclaimed,  "  Do,  pray^  Robef- 
"  pierre,  finifh  this  tedious  bead-roll,  and  give  us 
*'  in  a  few  words  your  opinions  on  the  point  in 
-*'  queftldn,  not  a  hiftory  of  your  whole  life."  This 
•  brought  him  a  little  nearer  to  the  point ;  he  touched 
on  the  afts  of  the  fecond  and  third  of  September; 
'but  flill  prevaricated  as  to  the  dictatorfhip :  be 
''•♦•"  -  alleged 


alleged  generally  the  improbability  of  his  cohfpiring 
a^inft  liberty;  and  after  reflefting  on  thofe  who 
wifhed  to  federalize  the  country,  finiflied  by  fecond- 
ing  the  motion  of  Danton.  The  inconclufivenefs 
of  this  reafoning  called  up  Danton  again ;  but  he 
merely  defended  himfelf  agairtft  the  charge  of  en- 
couraging the  incendiary  placards  which  were  ftuck 
on  the  walls,  and  left  the  diftatorfliip  entirely  un- 
noticed. The  avowal  of  this  intention  furpaffed  the 
effrontery  of  both  thefe  men ;  they  durft  not  (late 
fuch  a  wifh  in  the  face  of  the  convention,  and  yet 
would  not  appear  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the 
other  confpirators  by  totally  difavowing  it.  But 
what  effort  of  impudence  was  too  great  for  Marat  ? 
He  afcended  the  tribune,  and  acknowledged  that 
the  idea  of  a  didtator  had  originated  with  him,  and 
that  be  ftill  maintained  the  neceffity  of  having  on^e 
to  counterpoife  the  intrigues  of  the  court,  and  the 
exertions  of  certain  corrupt  deputies.  This  avowal 
turned  the  courfe  of  the  debate ;  it  became  a  per- 
fonal  dif<;uffion  relative  to  Marat,  and  Robefpierre 
was  forgotten  *. 

But  a  third  attack,  better  concerted  and  com-  ^sthoa. 
bined,  and  executed  with  much  more  ability,  was  bt^Louvcn 
made  on  him  and  his  party.  Roland,  the  minifter 
of  the  interior,  laid  before  the  convention  a  memp- 
rial  on  the  ftate  of  Paris,  in  which  he  enumerated 
the  crimes  of  the  commune  fince  the  tenth  of  Au- 
guft,  and  plainly  intimated  that  they  had  embezzled 
the  money  and  other  valuables  feized  at  Senlis, 
Chantilly,  I'Hotel  de  Coigny  and  other  hotels,  of 
which  he  had  frequently  demanded  an  account  with- 
out fuccefs.  He  accufed  them  of  having  violated 
public  and  private  property ;  of  having  inftigated 
the  murders  of  September  j  and  of  meditating  fur- 
ther projcfts  of ^  blood  and  deftrudion,  ta  gratify 
their  ambition  and  rapacity.     In  fupport  of  thefe 

«  See  Marat. 

c  c  2  allegations 


allegations  he  produced  a  letter  addreifed  to  ihe  mi-* 
nifterofjuftice,  in  which  information  was  given,  that 
it  had  been  infinuated  by  certain  perfons,  that  the 
bufinefs  begun  in  September  was  yet  incomplete ; 
that  the  whole  faftion  of  Roland  and  Briflbt  fhould 
be  cut  off;  that  Vergniaud,  Gaudet,  Buzot,  la 
Source,  and  others,  were  obnoxious  to  the  real  pa- 
triots ;  and  that  Robefpierre  was  the  propereft  per- 
fon  to  direft  the  helm  of  government.  The  read- 
ing of  thefe  papers  occafioned  a  violent  uproar,  and 
a  motion  that  the  memorial  fliould  be  printed. 
Robefpierre  afcended  the  tribune,  but  remained  a 
long  time  before  he  could  obtain  a  hearing,  which 
at  laft  was  only  granted  him  on  the  ground  of  the 
xnanifeft  injuftice  of  decreeing  any  meafure  without 
permitting  the  parties  interefted  to  be  heard  agsunft 
it.  His  difcourfe,  inftead  of  a  defence,  was  an  eu- 
logium  on  himfelf ;  inftead  of  oppofing  the  printing 
or  the  memorial,  he  hardly  noticed  it ;  the  admo- 
nitions of  the  prefident,  and  the  boifterous  impa- 
tience of  the  affembly,  were  equally  ineffedual  to 
reftrain  this  propenfity  to  felf-commendation :  he 
perfevered  till,  animated  by  his  own  applaufes,  he 
loft  all  fear,  and  from .  the  ftorcs  of  his  newly- 
acquired  confidence  drew  a  boaftful  challenge,  which 
involved  him  in  ferious  danger. — "  A  fyftem  of  ca- 
'*'  lumny  is  eftablifiied,  (he  faid,)  and  againft  whom 
**  is  it  direfted  ? — A  zealous  patriot. — Yet  who 
"  is  there  amongft  you  who  dares  rife  and  accufe 
•*  me  to  my  face  ?" — •"  I,"  exclaimed  fome  one  at. 
the  end  of  the  hall.  A  profound  filence  enfued. 
The  fpeeker  ftalked  folemnly  along  the  hall,  flopped 
oppofite  the  tribune,  and  prefented  to  the  eyes  of 
the  confufed  and  aftoniftied  challenger,  the  perfon 
of  Louvet.  "  Yes,  Robefpierre,  (faid  he,)  it  is  I 
**  who  accufe  you."  Pronouncing  thefe  words,  he 
afcended  the  tribune ;  while  Maximilian,  pale  and 
terror-ftruck,  fhrunk  from  fight.  In  vain  Danton 
endeavoured  by  words  of  encouragement  to  rally 

his 


His  fpirits  ;    in  vain  he  appeared  in  tie  tri 

endeavoured,  by  expreffing  a  diflike  of 

divert  the  attention  of  the  aflembly ;  thei 

was  thoroughly  aroufed  ;  and  Louvet,  dett 

proceed,    drew  from   his  pocket  a  Ion 

oiration,  which  he  read  to  the  aflembly  "*. 

In  his  exordium  he  craved  an  uninterru 

ing.     *'  I  am  about  ^to  denounce  (he  fai 

**  which  will  aftonifli  you  ;   to  trace  fcen 

**  which  will  make  your  humanity  groai 

**  unveil  the  guilt  of  men,  againft  whom  ]l 

*^  you  to  fufpend  for  a  time  your  indig 

**  fliall  fpare  nobody,  but  fpeak  the  dir<: 

**  I  fhall  touch  the  fore  without  hefitation 

*^  doubtedly  thofe  who   are   hurt  will    I 

**  fcream." — "  Put  your  finger  in  the  wo 

**  Danton,)   never   mind   thofe  who  are: 

**  I  intend  to  probe  it  to  the  quick  (replied 

^  but  why  do  you,  Danton,  fcream  bel 

In  the  progrefs  of  his  fpeech  he  related,  t 

{piracy  was  formed  to  perpetuate  anarchy 

the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  to  fubv<: 

and  to  found  on  its  ruins  the  authority  of :: 

.that  the  means  ufed  to  fecure  applaufe  ai: 

bin  club,  by  a  clamorous  gallery,  had  fir: 

fufpicion  that  Robefpierre,  the  vain-glorici 

pierre,  was  the  head  of  a  party,  and  his  I 

condufl:  had  fully  demonftrated  it,  and  p 

he   had   formed  a  fyftem  of  diforganiz; 

which  he  hoped  to  attain  fovereign  power 

**  memorable  revolution   of    the  loth  <; 

**  (continued   Louvet)  belongs   to   the 

**  raris  ;   Robefpierre  and  his  party  have 

"  to  arrogate  to  themfeves  the  honour  ol 

"  to  fay  that  it  belonged  only  to  them  :— i 

*'  treacherous  confpirators !   the  2d  of   : 

**  only  belongs  to  you;  it  is  ftamped 

^  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commettans^  voL  i.  p.  %l : 
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"  charaaeriftics*    The  people  of  Paris  know  how- 

**  to  fight,  but  they  do  not  know  the  vile  trade  of 

"  affaflination.     All  Paris  was  at  the  Tuilleries  on 

**  the  loth  .of  Auguft ;  but  who  were  witneffes  of 

*^  the  murders  in  September  ? — Some  two  or  three 

**  hundred  perfons  drawn  together  before  the  pri- 

**  fons  by  an  incomprehenfible  curiofity.     It  may 

**  be  alked,  why  then  did  not  the  citizens  of  Paris* 

*'  prevent  them  ? — Why  !  becaufe  they  were  ftruck 

**  with  terror,  the  alarm-guns  had  been  fired,  the 

**  tocfin   had-  been  founded,    their  ears  were  im- 

*^  pofed  upon  by  falfe  reports,  their  eyes  ailonifhed 

*'  by  the  fight  of  officers  in  their  municipal  fcarfs 

*'  prefiding  at  the  executions  ;    becaufe  Roland  ex- 

*'  claimed  in  vain ;   becaufe  Danton,  the  minifter 

*^  of,  juftice,  was   filent ;  and  Santerre,  the  com- 

^'  mander  of  the  national  guard,  remained  inaftive. 

**  Soon  after  thefe  lamentable  fcenes,  •  the  legiflative 

**  affembly   was  frequently  calumniated,    infultcd, 

"  and    even  threatened,    by  this  infolent   dema- 

«  gogue/' 

At  this  period,  Robefpierre's  friends,  who  had 
before  endeavoured  to  interrupt  the  fpeaker,  could 
contain  themfelves  no  longer :  a  fcene  of  clamour 
and  diforder  enfued,  during  which  Lacroix  and  fc-' 
veral  other  members  attefted  the  truth  of  Louvet^s 
affertions.  Robefpierre  attempted  to  obtain  pof- 
feffion  of  the  tribune ;  but  was  told  that  he  ought 
to  apply  to  be  heard  at  the  bar ;  and  that,  at  all 
events,  the  accufer  fhould  firft  be  permitted  to 
conclude. 

'  Lou  vet  proceeded  to  remark,  that  this  infolent 
demagogue,  with  profcriptions  eternally  in  his 
mouth,  accufed  fome  of  the  iftoft  deferving  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  of  having  fold  the  n^on  to 
Brunfwick ;  and  made  that  accufation  the  very  day 
before  the  aflaiSnations  began.  In  all  his  bloody 
profcriptions  the  new  minifters  were  always  included, 
except  one^  and  that  one  always  the  fame,    "  Will 

''  it 


^*.  k  be  in  thy  power,  Danton,  (he  added,  < 
*^  ^es  on  the  late  minifter  of  juftice,)  to 
**  cftarafter  to  pofterity  for  fuch  an  excepi 
'^    not  think,  Robefpierre,  to  blind  us  by  d 
**   Marat,  that  enfant  perdu  del'ajfajjinat;  it  w; 
**  your  influence,  by  your  harangues  at  th 
*^  affemblies,  where  you  blackened  Prie; 
^^  white- wafhed  Marat,  that  he  is -now  a  n 
^\  the  convention/*     Louvet  then,  after  n 
oppofition  he  nude  to  Marat's  nomination 
danger  he  incurred  by  it  from  the  pike  ; 
geon-n)en  who  formed  the  body-guard  c 
tator,  continued ;  *'  I  accufe  you,.  Robel 
**  havihg  calurnniated  the  beft  patriots, 
^'  when  your  calumnies  amounted  to  pni 
^*  I  accufe  you  of  having,  as  much  a^  in 
**  degraded  the  national  reprefentation, 
**  you  of  having  held  yourfelf  out  as  ar 
**  popular  idolatry ;    of    having  given 
*'  caufed  it  to  be  repeated,  that  you  wen 
*'  virtuous  man  in  the  republic.     I  acci . 
*'  having  tyrannifed  over  the  eleftoral  ; 
**  I  accufe  you  of  having  aimed  at  fovere 
*'  rity  by  all  means  in  your  power/' 
fipn,  he  implicated  Marat  in  the  charg 
advanced ;    required   that  a   committee   \ 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  conduft 
pierre  J  that  a  decree  fliould  be  pronoun  : 
tfiiofe  monfters  who  excited  murders  a  i 
atipns,   againft  a  faftion  which,   from    i 
perfonal  ambition,  was  tearing  the  republi 
and  that  the  executive  power   fhould   '  i 
with  authority,  in  all  cafes  of  civil  com  i 
call  in  the  aid  of  the  military  force  in  the 
cxf  Paris, ,  to  be   employed  as  they  fh'  i 
expedient. 

Though  Robefpierre,   by  his   filly  '  i 
drawn  this  attack  on  himfelf,  he  was  fo 
for  a  defence,  that  he  was  confufed,', 
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prcfence  of  mind,  or  words  to  exprefs  himfelf.  The 
convention  was  agitated  with  the  moft  violent  in- 
dignation, and  the  galleries,  not  having  received  any 
inSrudtions,  remained  neuter.  When  Louvet  had 
fihifhed,  Robefpierre  appeared  in  the  tribune ;  fome 
members  faid  he  ought  not  to  be  heard  but  at  the 
bar;  fome  wifhed  to  adjourn  till  the  morrow; 
Louvet  voted  that  he  (hould  be  heard  immediately ; 
but  Robefpierre  faid  he  only  appeared  there  to  re- 
queft  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  make  his  de- 
fence on  the  fifth  of  November,  which  was  granted. 
Louvet  avers  that  in  this  fpace,  the  coward,  think- 
ing his  laft  hour  was  come,  waited  on  him  to  folicit 
mercy,  and  complains  that  Petion,  Briflbt,  and 
fome  others  did  not  fecond  his  eflforts  with  fufficient 
ardour ".  He  was  not  apprized  that  their  connexions 
with  Orleans  were  fuch  as  not  to  permit  them  to 
commit  themfelves  too  far  in  the  profecution  of  any 
of  his  partifans,  and  that,  though  they  now  ranked 
as  virtuous  republicans,  they  were,  in  faft,'worthlefs 
intriguers.  Barbaroux,  however,  feconded  Louvet*s 
efforts  by  a  frefh  denunciation  againft  Robefpierre, 
which  he  made  in  the  interval  preceding  the  fifth  of 
November,  but  It  had  no  other  effeft  than  attacks 
made  out  of  time  and  place  generally  have,  that  of 
exciting  ufelefs  indignation  on  one  part,  and  pro- 
ducing a  vigorous  defence  on  the  other. 
5th  Nov.  -  At  length  the  day  fp  important  to  the  weliare, 
^.*^*'^{'  and  even  to  the  life  of  Robefpierre  arrived.  He 
precau-  Omitted  no  precaution  to  infure  fuccefs  j  the  gal- 
lions.  leries  were  filled  with  women  properly  inftrufted 
how  to  aft ;  the  public  walks  and  gardens  were 
crowded  with  orators,  who  harangued  in  his  praife^ 
and  fome  fellows  carried  tripe  on  a  pole,  which 
they  fwore  they  would  compel  thofe  to  eat  who 
Ihould  vote  againft  fo  difcinguiflied  a  patriot**. 
There  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  that  gold  and  terror 


"  Louvet's  Narrative,  p.  13. 

0  Moore*s  Journ^  vol*  ii.  p.  2^4.. 


had 


had  alfo  been  employed  to  fway  the  decifi 
members^  It  wa^,  in  fa£b,  not  the  partici 
of  Robefpierre  that  was  depending,  but 
of  all  his  party ;  the  coffers  of  Orleans, 
plunder  of  the  murdered  prifoners  were  cl 
the  neceflary  expences  of  bribery  within  -I 
bly,  and  agitation  without. 

Robefpierre  took  his  place  in  the  tribii 
reftored  fpirits  and  confidence,  and  with  i 
fpeech,  •  in  which  he  propofed  to  vindicate 
duft  from  all  afperfion. 

After  a  fhort  exordium,  in  which  he  < 
from  the  convention  the  fame  patience  and 
they  had  bellowed  on  the  voluminous  <: 
his  adverfary  ;  he  faid : 

"  Of  what  am  I  accufed  ?  Of  confpirir 

*'  diftator,  a  triumvir,  or  a  tribune  ;  my  a 

**  feem  to  have  no  decided  opinion  whicl 

**  I  aim  at,  but  thefe  Roman  words,  whi 

**  themfelves  mutually  repugnant,  may  be 

**  fupreme  power,  a  phrafe  which  my  ac 

*'  ufed  on  another  occafion.     Now  it  mi 

**  lowed,  that  if  fuch  a  projeft  were  cr 

*'  was  ftill  more  audacious ;  for,  to  give 

*'  it  would    be  neceflary  not  only  to  fu 

"throne,   but  to  annihilate  the   legiflat 

^*  above  all,  to  have  prevented  its  being 

**  by  a  national  convention ;  but  in  that  < 

*'  happens  it  that  I  was  the  firft  who,  in 

*'  and  in  virriting,  invoked  a  national   c 

*'  as  the  only  remedy  for  the  ills  which  ai 

*'  country  ?  This  propofition  was  denounc 

'*  prefent  adverfaries  as  incendiary,  but  tl 

**  tion  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft  more  than  C 

"  it  realized  the  projcft.     Need  I  obfer\ 

**  order  to  obtain  the  diftatorlhip,  it  was  n 

**  for  me  to  make  myfelf  mailer  of  Pari 

**  alfo  fubjugate  the  remaining  eighty-tv 

"  mpnts  ?   Where  were  my  treafurcs  j  i 


•*  armies  ?  Where  the  fortified  places  which  I  muft  ; 
*'  have  fecured  ?  All  power  was  lodged  in  the  hands  . 
"  of  my  enemies.     The  moft  moderate  dedu£tion  ^ 
*'"  I  can  make  from  thefe  premifes  is,  that  before 
*'  this  accufation  can  acquire  a  charafter  of  proba,-  . 
*'  bility,  it  muft  be  demonftrated  that  I  am  abfo- 
*'  lutely   mad :    nor   do    I  fee  that   my   enemies 
*'  would  be  great  gainers  by  this  fafl: ;  for  then  it 
•*  would  remain  for  them  to  account  how  fo  many 
**  wife  men  fhould  have  given  themfelves  the  trouble 
*'  to  write  fo  many  fine  difcourfes,  fo  many  elegant 
*'»  poftmg-bills  ;  in  fliort  to  ufe  fo  many  exertions  in 
**  order  to  expofe  me  to  the  national  convention, 
*'  and  to  all  France  as  the  moft  formidable  of  con* 
**  fpirators." 

Robefpierre  then  fpoke  of  his  conneftion  with 
Marat ;  "  This,  I  (hall  not  deny,  is  one  of  the  moft 
*'  dreadful  reproaches  againft  me ;  I  fliall  give  my  . 
*'  profeffion  of  faith  refpefting  Marat,  but  without 
^'  faying  any  thing  againft  him  or  in  his  favour, 
**  more  than  I  aftually  believe,  for  I  am  incapable 
*'  of  betraying  my  own  confcience  to  captivate  the 
*'  .public   opinion."     He  then  proceeded  to  relate  - 
the  circumftances  of  their  acquaintance,  which  he . 
pretended  began  only  in  January  1792,   and   that- 
Marat  was  fo  diffatisfied  with  his  opinions,  that  he  . 
fpcke  of  him  with  contempt,  as  poffeffing  neither 
the  views  or  the  audacity  of  a  ftatefman,  and,  on 
one  occafion,  denounced  him  as  a  Feuillant,  fpr  i>ot 
having  faid  in  a  periodical  paper  (Je  Ikfenf^w  de  la 
Cmjiituiion)   that  it  was  neceffary  to  fubvert   the 
conftitution. 

'^  From  the  period  of  Marat's  vifit  in  January, 
**  (Robefpierre  continued,)  I  riever  faw  him  again 
"'  till  we  met  in  the  eleftoral  affembly,  and  here. 
*Vtoo  Imeet  with  M.  Louver,  who  accufes  me  of 
*'  havirjg  pointed   out   Marat  for  a   deputy,  and 
"calumniated  Prieftley,  in  fhort,  of  li^aying    ty-. 
^\  raimixcd  over  the  eJedoral  body  by  igeans  of  in^. 
{'. ;    .  ..  ^  9  "  trigue 


^*'  trigue  and  terror/'    In  ahfwer  to  this  a 

he  fays,  that  fo  far  from  propofing  Marat 

puty,  he  propofed  no  one,  but  following 

^mple  of  fome  of  his  colleagues,   he   c< 

Iiimfelf  as  performing  an  ufeful  tafk  in  fi 

fome  general  .obfervations  on  the  rules  whi 

to  guide  the  eleftors  in  the  exercife  of  tl 

tions.     "  I  did  not  fpeak  ill  of  Prieftley 

**  not  fpeak  ill  of  a  man  known  to  me  or 

**  literary  reputation,  and  by  an  infult  wl 

**  dered   him  interefting   to  every  friend 

*^  French  revolution  ^.     Do  you  wifli  to 

^*  real  caufe  which  united  the  voters  in 

*'  Marat  ?    In  that  critical  moment,  when 

^*  of  patriotifm  was  inflamed  to  the  highe 

**  when  Paris  was  threatened  by  the  ap] 

^*  the  armies  of  tyrants,  men  were  lefs  ai 

*'  certain  exaggerated  or  extravagant  opin 

*^  which  he  was  reproached,  than  by  the 

*^  of  thofe  treacherous  enemies  whom  h( 

**  nounced,  and  the  prefence  of  thofe  wo< 

«*  he  had  foretold/' 

The  orator  then  adverted  to  Louvet' 

refpefling  his  conduft  in  the  Jacobin  clul 

the  council-general  of  the  commune.     "  I 

^*  if  my  accufer  is  to  be  believed,  a  del 

**  opinion  at  the  Jacobin  club,  which  coul 

"  contemplated  as  the  forerunner  of  a  dii 

•*  In  the  firft  place,  I  do  not  know  what 

**  by  a  defpotifm  of  opinion,  particularly  ii 

**  of  free  .men,  unlefs  it  be  the  natural  d 

^  of  principles.  Now  this  domination  is  n( 

^*  to  a  man  who  happens  to  utter  thofe  j 

**  but  belongs  to  univerfal  Reafon,  and  t 

**  who  liften  to  her  voice.     You  fay,  thai 

**  January  the  club  has  been  entirely  go 

P  A.lluJiiig  to  the  burning  of  Or,Piieftley*s  bouTe,  an 
bangedio  (ifiigy  by  tbo  populace  of  JBirmtngham.' 

cc 


**  a  faftion,   fmall  in  number,    but  loaded   with 
•*  crimes  and  immoralities,  of  whom  I  was  the  head, 
**  while  all  prudent  and  virtuous  men,  like  purfelf^ 
"  fighed  in  filence  at  their   oppreffed    condition. 
**  But  if,  fmce  this  month  of  January,  the  Jacobin 
**  club  has  not  forfeited  the  efteem  and  confidence 
"  of  the  nation,  and  has  never  fufpended  its  exer- 
••  tions  in  the  caufe  of  liberty ;  if,  lince  that  period 
^  it  has  difplayed  an  increafe  of  courage  againft  the 
**  court  and  la  Fayette ;  if,  fince  that  period,  it  has 
**  incurred  the  hatred  of  Auftria  and  Pruffia ;  if, 
•*  lince  that  period,  it  has  received  into  its  bofom 
**  the  federates  afTembled  to  combat  tyranny,  and 
<*  with  them  prepared  the  holy  infurreftion  of  the 
**  loth  of  Auguft,  what  is  the  obvious  conclufion 
**  to  be  drawn  from  your  affertions,  but  that  this 
**  handful  of  fcoundrels  have  overthrown  defpotifiii, 
•*  and  that  you  and  your  party  were  too  prudent, 
^*  and  too  much  friends  of  good  order  to  engage  in 
**  fuch  confpiracies.     Suppofing  it  then  to  be  true, 
<*  though  I  am  far  from  admitting  it,  that  I  had,  in 
*•  faft,  obtained  that  influence  among  the  Jacobins, 
**  which  you  fo  liberally  impute  to^  me,  t^^hat  de- 
•*  duftion  could  you   make  againfl  me  from  that 
**  circumftance  ?  You  have   adopted  a  very  effec- 
^'  tual  and  commodious  method  of  fecuring  your 
•*  own  triumph ;  you  lavifh  the  names  of  fcoundrels 
«*  and  monfters  on  your  adverfaries,  and  difplay 
**  your  own  adherents  as   models  of  patriotifm ; 
«*  thus  you  crufh  us  at  once  with  the  weight  of  our 
**  own  vices,  and  of  your  virjtues.     But  by  what, 
*'  right  do  you  affeft  to  make  ufe  of  the  national 
<*  convention  itfelf  to  revenge  the  injuries  offered  to 
*•  your  felf-love,  or  to  your  fyftems?    I  will  not 
"  require  you  to  emulate  the  fentiments  of  repub- 
*'  lican  fouls,  but,  at  leaft,  be  as  generous  as  a 
**  king,  imitate,  Louis  XII.  and  let  the  legiflator 
«^  forget  the  injuries  fuftained  by  Monftmr  Louveu'* 

In 


In  treating  of  his  conduft  in  the  council-general 
of  the   commune^    Robefpierre    took  a  rapid,   but 
partial  furvey  of  the  operations  of  that  body,  which 
he   defended  by  ingenious  hypothefes,   and  falla- 
cious   deductions.      He  faid:    "  Intrigues  vanifh 
**   with  the  pitiful  paffions  to  which  they  owe  their 
**  exiftence.     Great  actions  and  great  charaders 
**   alone  remain*    We  know  not  the  names  of  the 
**   faftious  wretches  who  pelted  Cato  in  the  tribune ; 
**   the  eyes  of  pofterity  are  fixed  only  on  the  god- 
**  like  image  of  that  great  man.     I  will  not  con- 
**  defcend   to   obferve,  that  I  was  never  charged 
^^  with  any  kind  of  commiffion,  that  I  never,  in  any 
'^  manner,  meddled  with  any  peculiar  operation, 
*^  that  I  never,  for  an  inftant,  was  prefident  of  the 
**  commune^  and  never  had  the  flighteft  connection 
**  with  the  committee  of  infpeftion,  fo  foully  ca- 
**  lumniated ;  I  do  not  infift  on  thefe  circumftances, 
**  for  taking  the  whole  feries  of  fads  coUeftively,  I 
*^  would  cheerfully  confent  to  take  upon  myfelf  all 
*'  the  good  as  well  as  the  evil  deeds  attributed  to 
•*  that  body,  who  have  been  fo  often  attacked,  for 
*'  the  fake  of  involving  me  in  the  inculpation. 

**  They  are  reproached  with  arrefts  which  zrt 
"-  ftyled  arbitrary,  though  not  one  was  made  with- 
**  out  a  previous  interrogatory.  When  the  conful 
**  of  Rome  had  fuppreffed  Catilina's  confpiracy, 
**  Clodius  accufed  him  of  having  violated  the  laws, 
*'  When  the  conful  gave  an  account  of  his  ad- 
*'  miniftration  to  the  people,  he  fwore  that  he  had 
<«  faved  the  republic,  and  the  people  applauded* 
*'  I  have  feen  at  this  bar  certain  citizens,  who  are 
*'  not  Clodiufes,  but  who,  fome  time  before  the 
^*  revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  prudently 
*'  fought  refuge  at  Rouen,  emphatically  denouncing 
*'  the  conduft  of  the  council  of  the  commune 
*'  of  Paris.  Illegal  arrefts  !  Is  it  then  with  the 
**  criminal  code  in  hand,  that  we  are  to  appreciate 
"  the  falutary  precautions  which  the  public  weal. 

"  requires 


*^  requires  m  thdfe  critical  emergencies  whidi  arifc 
•*  from  the  impotency  of  the  laws  ?  Why  do  you 
•*  not  reproach  us  with  having  illegally  deftroyed 
*^  the  pens  of  thofe  mercenaries  whofe  trade  it  was 
*'  to  propagate  impofture,  and  blafpheme  againft 
•*  liberty  ?•  Why  do  you  not  inftitute  a  commiffion 
•^  to   colled   the    complaints    of  ariftocratic    and 
*^  royalift  writers  ?  Why  do  you  not  reproach  us 
**  for  having  confined  all  the  confpirators  within 
"  the  gates  of  this  great  city  ?  Why  do  you  not 
**  reproach   us    for  difarming  fufpefted   citizens; 
*'  for  banifhing  from  the  councils,  where  we  deli- 
•*  berated  for  the  public  good,  the  avowed  enemies 
**  of  the  revolution?  Why  do  you  not,  at  once, 
**  criminate  the  municipality,  the  eleftoral  afTem- 
**  blies,  the  fedions  of  Paris,  and  the  primary  af- 
"  femblies,  even  in  the  provinces?  In  (hoit,  why 
•*  not  criminate  all  public  bodies  wfco  have  imitated 
*'  us  ?  for  their  conduft  has  been  in  every  refpeft 
**  illegal^  as  much  illegal  as  the  revolution,  the  over- 
'•  throw  of  the  throne,  and  of  the  Baftille;  in  a 
-**  word,  illegal  as  liberty  itfelf.     But  what  do  I  fay? 
*<  What  I  depifted  as  an  abfurd  hypothefis,  is  a  too 
■**  certain  reality.     We  are,  in  effeft,  accufed  of  all 
-*«  thefe  things,  and  many  more.     Are  we  not  ac- 
^*'  cufed  of  having,  in  concert  with  the  executive 
***  power,   fent  commiffaries    into  various   depart- 
■**  ments,  to  propagate  our  principles,  and  determine 
*^*  the  people  to  unite  with  the  Parifians  againft  the 
^^  common  enemy  ? 

*^  What  an  idea  muft  thefe  men  have  formed  of 
'^**  the  laft  revolution  ?  Did  the  fall  of  the  throne 
**  appear  fo  eafy  before  it  was  accomplifhed  ?  Was 
*'  nothing  neceffary  but  a  coup-de-main  at  the  Tuil- 
•**  leries?  Was  it  not  alfo  requifite  to  annihilate, 
-**  throughout  France,  the  partifans  of  tyranny, 
'"  and,  in  courfe,  to  communicate  to  all  the  de- 
"  partments  the  falutary  commotion  with  which 
**  Paris  had  been  recently   eIeQ;rified?  But  who, 

«  after 


*  after  having  fanaroned  mftirreftion, 

^*  the  precife  point  wiiere  the  waves  ( 

^*  tutnult  fhall  bfegin  to  fubfide  ?  At  this 

**  people  could   ever  fhake   off  the  yo 

*'  fpotifm?  For  if  it  be  true  that  a  gi 

*'  cannot  rife  by  a  frniuhaiieous  move 

*^  that  tyranny  can  only  be  ftruck  by  the 

**  citizens  neareft  to  it^  how  fhall  thefe 

•*  nience  an  attack,  if,  after  the  viftory 

**  gates,  coming  from  the  remote  core 

**  ftate,  are  authorized  to  make  them 

**  for  the  duration  or  violence  of  the  poli 

**  cane  which  faved  the  country.     The  ^i 

**  pofterity  will  only  furvey  in  thefe  event 

**  caufe  and  fublime  efFeft;    you  ought 

*'  them  in  the  fame  manner.     You  lh<; 

**  them,  not  as  judges  of  a  petty  triburi 

^*   ftatefmen,  and  legijlators  of  the  univerjl 

**  not  imagine  that  I  invoke  thefe  eternal 

*'  for  want  of  a  veil  to  cover  certain  re; 

**  aftions ;   no,  we  have  no  fuch  need  ; 

^*  by  the  fubverted  throne^  and  rifing  repi. 

Robefpierre  next   treated    of  the  m; 

September,  in  refpeft  of  which  he  obf: 

Xiouvet's  charges  were  vague  and  general 

ing  of  Roland,  he  faid,    "  As    to  the 

'^*'  (depending  on   the  fuccefs   of  defani 

'"  whole  fyftem  of  which   he   had  pre' 

**  ranged)  thought  he  might,  with  impii 

**  in  print  that  I  direfted  thefe  events, 

**  content  to  leave  him  to  his  own  remd: 

"  morfe  implies  the  poffeffion  of  a  foul, 

'**  fake  of  thbfe   whom  his  impoftures 

^^  mifled,  I  will  ftate  that,  before  the  p: 

*'  thefe  tranfaftions  took  place,  I  had  I 

*^  quenting  the  council-general  of  the  coi  \ 

*^  electoral  aflembly,   of  which  I  was  ; 

*^  had  commenced  its  fittings ;  and  I  c  i 

**  what  was  pafliiig  in  the  prifons  by  pu : 


^^  and  much  later  than  mofl:  other  dtizens.  To 
**  form  a  corre£k  idea  of  thefe  events,  the  truth 
**  mud  be  fought,  not  in  thofe  calumnious  writings 
**  and  fpeeches  which  have  totally  mifreprefented 
•'  them,  but  in  the  hiftory  of  the  laft  revolution." 
He  then  proceeded  to  account  for,  and  recapitulate 
the  events  of  the  fecond  of  September  in  a  fallacious 
and  partial  manner,  borrowing  according  to  Dr. 
Moore,  his  principal  ftatements  from  a  book  written 
by  Tallien,  one  of  the  mod  diftinguiflied  affaflins  on 
that  day,  intitied,  La  Virite  fur  les  Evenemem  du 
3  Sepienibre  ^ 

Availing  himfelf  of  the  inconfiftency  of  his  ac- 
cufers,  he  faid :  "  The  moft  ardent  zeal  for  the 
•*  execution  of  the  laws  cannot  juftify  exaggeration 
•*  or  calumny ;  befides,  on  this  occafion,  I  can 
•*  cite  againft  the  declamations  of  M.  Louvet,  a  moft 
*'  unqueftionable  witnefs,  the  minifter  of  the  in- 
**  terior  himfelf,  who,  while  blaming  popular  exe- 
•'  cutions  in  general,  was  not  afraid  to  fpeak  of  the 
*'  fpirit  of  prudence  and  juftice  which  the  people 
•'  (I  ufe  his  own  words)  had  fhewn  in  thefe  illegal 
•*  tranfaftions.  What  do  I  fay  ?  I  can  cite  in  fa- 
*'  vour  of  the  council-general  of  the  commune^  M. 
**  Louvet  himfelf,  who  began  one  of  his  numbers 
**  of  the  Centinel  in  thefe  words,  '  Honour  to  the 
**  council-general  of  the  commune^  they  caufed  the 
•*  tocfin  to  be  rung  and  faved  the  country !'  This 
•*  was  in  the  time  of  the  eleftions." 

*'  I  am  affured,"  faid  Robefpierre,  with  the  moil 
audacious  hypocrify,  "  that  one  innocent  perfon 
**  perifhed,  people  have  chofen  to  augment  the 
**  number  ;  weep,  citizens,  for  this  cruel  miftake,  I 
"  have  long  wept  for  it :  a  good  citizen !  he  was 
*^  then  my  friend!  Weep,  even  for  the  guilty 
*'  vrftims  referved  for  the  fword  of  the  law,  who 
**  fell  beneath  the  blade  of  popular  juftice  j  but  let 

%  Moore's  Jpurnal,  vol.ii.  p.  333* 
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**  your  grief,  like  every  other  earthly  th: 
"  an  end.  That  fenfibility  which  deplore 
"  exclulively,  the  eneoiies  of  liberty,  apj 
*'  picious.  Ceafe  to  wave  the  bloody  rpl 
''  tyrant  before  my  eyes,  or  I  (hall  think 
''  defirous  to  put  Rome  again  in  chains. 
*'  ing  thefe  pathetic  lamentations  over  tl 
"  balles  and  Montmorins,  fuch  touching 
"  tions  of  the  (ionfternation  of.worthlefs 
*'  and  fuch  furious  declamations  agair 
"  known  by  a  mode  of  condudt  the  exa£ 
*^  did  you  not  think  you  heard  a  mar 
"  Brunfwick  or  of  Conde  ? 

'*  To.  thefe   alarming  pidures  my  ace 
"  annexed  the  projedt  which  he  imputes 
"  vilifying  the  legiflative  body,  which^  he 
*'  perpetually  tormented^  difgraced^  and  infw 
"  infolent  demagogue^  who  caine  to  the  bar 
"  its  decrees.     This  is  a  kind  of  rhetorical 
"  which    M-  Lotivet   has   difguifed    two 
"  which  I  was  inftrufted  to  prefefit  to  the  \ 
"  affembly,  in  the  name  of  the  council-g 
"  the  commune^  relative  to  the  formation  of 
"  department  of  Paris.     Vilify  the  legiflati 
"  What  grovelling  idea  had '  you  forme 
"  dignity  ?    Learn  that  an  affembly-  in  v 
**  majefty  of  the  French  people  refides,  c 
"  be  vilified^  not  even  by  its  own  aftg. 
*'  rifes  to  the  elevation  of  its  fublime  miff 
"  do  you  conceive  that  it  can  be  nnlified  I 
"  fenfate  difcourfes.of  an  infolent  demag 
"  can  no  more  be  vilified^  than  the  Divinii 
*'  degraded   by  the    blafphemies  of  athe 
**  more  than  the  luftre  of  that  planet  wl 
**  mates  all  nature,  can  be  dimmed  by  the 
**  of  the  favage  hordes  of  Afia." 

Robefpierre   then  proceeded  to  narrate 

cumftances  which   attended   the  prefentinj 

two  petitions,  in  which  he  infifted  ftrongl 
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correftnefs  of  his  own  proceedings,  and  ridiculed  the 
timid  conduA  and  vain-glorious  language  of  his 
adverfaries.  He  faid,  "  Citizens,  if  ever,  after  the 
"  example  of  the  Lacedemonians,  we  erefl:  a  tem- 
**  pie  to  fear,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  minifters  of 
*^  his  worfliip  fhould  be  chofen  among  thofe  who 
"  are  for  ever  boading  of  their  courage  and  the 
*'  dangers  to  which  they  have  been  expoled/* 

After  animadverting  on  fome  other  lefs  important 
points  of  accufation,  and  expofmg  the  mifconduft 
of  his  opponents,  he  concluded  thus  :  ''  Inde- 
*'  pendent  of  the  decree  refpefting  an  armed  force, 
"  which  you  have  ufed  fo  many  efforts  to  extort ; 
*'  independent  of  that  tyrannical  law  'againft  the 
*'  liberty  of  individuals  and  the  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
*'  which  you  have  dilguifed  under  fpecious  pre- 
*'  tences  of  repreffing  excitements  to  murder,  you 
*'  demand  for  the  miniftry  a  kind  of  military  dic- 
**  tatorfhip,  you  demand  a  law  of  profcription 
*'  agdnft  thofe  citizens  who  difpleafe  you,  under 
**  the  name  of  an  oftracifm.  Thus  you  no  longer 
**  blufti  openly  to  avow  the  fhameful  motives  of  fo 
*'  many  impoftures  and  intrigues  ;  thus  you  fpeak 
**  of  a  diSatorfliip  only  to  exercife  it  yourfelves 
*'  without  reftraint ;  thus  you  declaim  againft 
*^  profcription  and  tyranny,  that  you,  yourfelves, 
**  may  profcribe  and  tyrannize ;  thus  /you  have 
**  imagined,  that  in  order  to  make  the  national 
**  convention  blind  inftruments  of  your  guilty  de- 
*^  figns,  it  would  be  fufficient  to  pronounce  a  crafty, 
*^  romantic  declamation,  and  move  that  they  fliould, 
^^  without  adjournment,  decree  the  deftruflion  of 
*'  liberty  and  their  own  difgrace !  What  need  is 
**  there  for  me  to  accufe  men  who  accufe  them- 
**  felves  ?  Let  us,,  if  poflible,  bury  thefe  contempti- 
•'  ble  manoeuvres  in  everlafting  oblivion.  May  we. 
*'  conceal  from  the  eyes  of  pofterity  thefe  inglorious 
"  days  of  our  hiftory,  when  the  reprefentatives  of 
•*  the  people,    deluded    by   bafe  intrigues,  have 
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'*  feera^d  to  forget  the  exalted  deftiny 
**  they  were  called.  As  for  me,  I  fhall 
*'  conclufion  relating  perfonally  to  myfel 
^^  renounced  the  eafy  advantage  of  replyi 
^'  calumnies  of  my  adverfaries  by  more  f 
*^  denunciations.  I  renounce  the  juft  ^ 
*'  which  I  had  a  right  to  claim  againfl:  my 
^'  I  afk  no  revenge  but  the  return  of  peac 
*'  triumph  of  liberty.  Citizens,  prefs  for' 
''  a  firm  and  rapid  ftep  in  your  gloriou 
*'  and  may  I,  at  the  expence  of  my  life, 
'^  of  my  reputation,  contribute ,  with  yo 
"  glory  and  welfare  of  our  country." 

This  defence  was  heard  with  profound  s 
it  gained  the  applaufe  of  the  galleries,  and 
in  the  convention.  Robefpierre's  advcrfarie 
no  means  intimidated :  after  the  printing  of  i 
had  been  decreed,  feveral  of  them  prefent 
felves  in  the  tribune  and  at  the  bar,  to  be 
fupport  of  the  accufation ;  but  his  party  \ 
nuous  in  calling  for  the  order  of  the  da) 
who  appeared  on  the  other  fide  were  app 
left  a  difcuflion  might  produce  a  difclofure 
injurious  to  their  caufe ;  fome  dreaded  tl: 
of  debate  which  was  like  to  enfue  from  th( 
of  intended  fpeakers,  and  the  known  tedio 
fome  of  them.  Louvet  profeffed  himfelf 
anfwer  every  averment,  and  to  combat  all 
ments  advanced  by  Robefpierre ;  but  I 
rondifts  and  Mountain  rofe  to  prevent  his  : 
Barrere  took  advantage  of  this  circumfta 
faid,  thefe  petty  undertakers  of  great  re 
ought  to  be  more  juftly  appreciated,  and 
vention  no  longer  troubled  with  their  man 
the  littleniefs  of  their  abilities  formed  the  I 
ranty  that  they  would  never  become  Syllas  c 
wells ;  and  concluded  by  the  old  obfervati 
their  attention  ought  to  be  referved  for  t 
queftions  which  interefted  the  republic.     T 
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of  the  day  vras  voted.     Thus  terminated  this  great 
bufinefs:  the  Mountain  obvioufly  gained  an  important 
advantage  in  filencing  the  accufation  :  the  printing 
of  Robefpierre's  fpeech,  which' contained  fo  many 
points  ad  captandumvulgusy  and  which  was  profiifely 
diftributed,  confirmed  his  popularity,  and  extended 
the  influence  of   his   faftion  in  the   departments. 
The  Briflbtines,  whom  fear  had  induced  to  accede 
to  the  meafure,  affefted  to  confider  it  a  triuihph  ; 
and  Condorcet,  in  his  paper,  rather  blamed  Louvet 
for  bringing  the  bufinefs  forward.     Louvet,  how- 
ever, though  not  informed  as  to  particular  fafts  re- 
lating to  his  own  party,  faw  the  matter  in  a  juft 
light.     "  Briffot,  Vergniaud,  Condorcet,  and  Gen- 
*'  fonne  (he  fays)  thought  that  paffing  to  the  order  of 
*'  the  day,  if  it  faved  Robefpierre,  would  difgrace 
**  him  fo  completely,  as  to  to  deprive  him  of  all 
**  influence  for  the  future  :   as  if  difgrace  had  any 
*'  weight  with  that  fanguinary  faftion,  and  as  if  phy- 
*'  fical  impunity  could  have  any  other  eflfeft  than  to 
**  harden  him  in  guilt.     This  aflonifliing  fl:ep  of  the 
*^  republican  party  grieved  me  to  the  heart.     Froqj 
*'  that  moment  I  forefaw  that  fooner  or  later  the 
**  poignard-men  would  prevail  over  the  men  of  prin^- 
**  ciple :  that  moment  I  announced  to  my  dear  Lo- 
**  doiflia,  that  we  muft  prepare  for  banuhment  or 
" '  the  fcaffold '."     The  event,  inflead  of  tending  to 
the  difgrace  of  Robefpierre,  produced  an  immediate 
acceffion  of  popularity  and  refpeft.     The  manner  in 
which  Barrere  treated  the  poflibility  of  his  ever  be- 
coming a  diftator,  by  removing  fear  and  fufpicion, 
*  gained  him  a  large  portion  of  public  confidence  % 
A  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  convention  was 
made  the  fame  night  at  the  Jacobin  club,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  were  rendered  furious  with  indigna- 

.^  Louvet's  Narrative,  p.? 3. 

•  For  a  very  ample  and  fpirited  account  of  thefe  attacks  on  Robef- 
pierre, fee  Moore*8  Journal,  vol,  ii,  p.  jo  to  344.  See  alfo  Debates 
and  Hi  (lories. 
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don  againft  the  Girondifts,  and  the  name 

vet,  Roland,  Barbaroux,  Lanthenas,  Rebe 

Girey-Dupre,  were  ordered  to  be  inftantly 

from  the  lifts  of  the  fociety ;  while  the  dv; 

Robefpierre  and  Danton  were  conftantly  gi 

a  numerous  patrole,  under  pretence  that  t 

of  Marfeilles,  inftigated  by  the  deputies,  in 

murder    them  \     Louvet  foon  publifhed 

he  had   been  prevented  from  delivering  ir 

bune,  under  the  title,  "  J  Maximilien  Rob 

^^  fes  RoyaliJiesJ^   Roland,  fenfible  of  the  ni 

partifans  had  committed,  repaired  it  as  far 

his   power,  by  a  profiJfe  diftribution  of  t 

phlet  °.      Briffot,  too  late  aware  of  his  erro 

tioning  the  motion  for  the  order  of  the 

preffed  himfelf  violently  againft  the  meaf 

temptuoufly  of  Robefpierre*s  defence,  am 

iibly  of  Louvet's  publication  *.     Petion  pu 

letter  on  the  fubjeft,  addreffed  to  the  Jacob: 

which  occafioned   Robefpierre's  celebrated 

Petion   had   refigned  the  mayoralty  of  P.: 

Robefpi'erre  was  again  candidate  for  theol 

gained  only  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  v( 

The  popularity  of  the  Mountain,  and  th( 

of  the  other  party,  were  much  increafed  by 

pofed  trial  of  the  king,  to  which  the  fori 

urging  the  convention  with  unexampled 

and  rancour,  while  the  others  oppofed  an( 

it  by  all  means  in  their  power.     The  popu 

cited  by  the  Jacobins,  were  clamorous  and  i 

for   the   event :    Robefpierre  was  indefati 

profecution  of  the  bufinefs :   he  furmoun 

culties,   and  repelled  objeftions :  he  made 

decrees,  and  fpeeches.     One  of  his  oration 

occafion  has  been  much  celebrated ;  Garat 

t  lK>uviet*s  Narrative,  p.  17.  »  Idem,  p.  a 

'  Briflbt  a  fes  Commettans,  p.  Z5* 

J  See  Appendix,  N«  IX. 

»  Mcrcure  Frao9ois,  ^^  do  3  Noyembre  1791,  p. 
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**  it  rapidly  brought  the  fcale  of  condemnation  tc^ 

''  preponderate  in  the  balance  of  national  juftice.'* 

He  adds,  relating  a  converfation   between  himfelf 

and   Robefpierre,    and   defcribing   himfelf  as  the 

fpeaker :    "  Of  all  the  fpeeches  delivered  on  that 

*'  occafion,    yours   made   incomparably   the  moft 

*'  powerful  impreffion  on  my  mind.     Your  funda- 

''  mental  idea  is  new  and  unexpefted,  and  abfo- 

*'  lutely    confounds    with   aftonifhment   the  judg- 

"  ment  of  the  hearer  or  reader  :  the  ftyle  is  bold 

*'  and  elegant ;  it  abounds  in  paffages  glowing  with 

*'  paffion,  and  in  (kilful  tranfitions  ;  it  is  an  effort 

"  of  genius  ;  but,  I  confefs,  the  logic  of  it  appears 

"  to  me  very  extraordinary,  and  entirely  falfe. — r 

*'  You  prove  fuccefsfully  enough,    that   it  would 

^'  have  been  lawful  to  put  Capet  to  death  on  the 

"   loth  of  Auguft,  either  at  the  Cajilc^  or  in  the 

*'  box  of  the  Logographe^   in   the  national   affem^ 

^.*'  bly,    in  which  he  took  refuge.     It  would  have 

''  been  but  the  exercife  of  the  right  of  war.     But 

^*  the  right  which  war  gives  of  putting  an  enemy  to 

''  death,  is  confined  in  its  operation  to  the  time  of 

'*'  battle.     When  the  battle  i?  over,   the  right  of 

*'  flaughter  ceafes.     None  but  Tartars  think  them- 

*'  felves  at  liberty  to  butcher  their  prifoners  in  cold 

**  blood :    none  but  the  favages  of  the  American 

^'  forefts  think  they  have  a  right  to  devour  their 

**  captives  taken  in  war.     Your  fpeech  may  be  a 

*^  model  of  eloquence,  but  it  is,  neverthelefs,  a  fpeci- 

*'  men  of  inconclufive  logic  :  to  your  leading  prin- 

^'  ciples  there  muft  be  other  principles  added,  in 

''  ordier  to  prove  that  the  law  condemning  Capet 

''  to  the  block  was  a  grand  aft  of  national  juflice 

^^  on  the  part  of  France ;  and  to  the  whole  world  s 

*'  a  great  and  confpicuous  example,  more  lawful, 

^*  more  neceffary,  more  ufeful,  than  the  example  of 

*^  the  trial  and  execution  of  Charles  I.  of  Engla^id  */* 

»  Garaf  s  Memoirs,  p.  71. 
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This     criticifm,    which,    it  muft   be   ren 
comes   firom  the  pen  of  a  republican,  is  vt 
and     corredl.      Montjoye's    judgment,    1 
ftauncli    Toyalift,  is  far  more  favourable 
pierre.       He  fpeaks  of  the  oration  in  thef 
^^  The   fpeech  which  Robefpierre  made  al 
'*  morable  epoch  is  perhaps,  the  lead  faul 
*^   produflions  :    it  is  fair  fuperior  to  all  th 
*^  he   had  produced  hitherto  :    the  flyle  ol 
*'  reft  ;     the  ideas  are  not  gigantic  ;   it 
*^  fefted    with  that  afFeftation   which  is 
'^  proof    of  the  depravation   of  tafte,    a: 
*'  alone  gave  reputation  to  Mirabeau  ''.'* 

Robefpierre    exerted   himfelf  inceffan  i 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  trial,  and  ufed    i 
fluence  to  make  the  people  partake  in  h  i 
precipitation  and  violence.     The  whole    i 
his   chara>5ter  feems  to  have  difplayed  ; 
complained  of  the  intrigues  to  avert  the 
end  of  the  trial.     "  Louis  ought  to  be 
**  fays)  as  a  tyrant  condemned  by  the  ii  I 
*'  of  the  people  :  a  procefs  is  inftituted  aj  : 
"  as  in  the  cafe  of  an  accufed  citizen  w  i 
**  nality  is  doubtful.     The  revolution  ouj  ! 
'*  been   cemented  by  his  death  >  the  re 
''  felf  is  put  in  litigation.     He  ought  to 
*'  tried   by  the  principles  of  the   rights 
**  his    trial   is   founded   on   forms    not    ; 
*^  either  to  natural  right  or  ancient  la^ 
*'  equivocal  and  monftrous  jumble  of     i 
*^  is  tried,    not   according  to*  the   fpirit 
^'  licanifm,  but  according  to  the  prejud    : 
^*  narchy^'*      He   oppofed  ^very  prof    I 
vanced  in  the  convention,  tending  to  fe    i 
king  the  advantage  of  a  fair  hearing,  c 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  conftitut; 

^  Confplracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  98.      See  tHe  fp      I 
Robefpierre  a  fes  CommQttans,  vol.  i.  p.  193. 
^  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commetcans,  vol.  i.  p.  413. 
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firfl:  propofed,  that  after  the  king  had  fubmitted  to 
an  interrogatory,  the  convention  (hould  decide  oil 
his  fate  in  twenty-four  hours,  without  feparating  **. 
When  the  convention  decreed  that  the  king  fhould. 
have  counfel,  a  deputation  from  the  commune  pre- 
fented  the  plan  of  a  decree  which  would  have  de- 
prived him  of  every  benefit  of  their  affiftance ;  the 
convention  felt  indignant  at  the  brutality  of  the 
propofal,  but  Robefpierre,  in  fpite  of  the  prevailing 
clamours,  defended  it,  and  even  maintained  that  it 
was  too  mild  for  the  occafion  *".  He  argued  and 
voted  for  the  immediate  death  of  the  king ;  oppofed 
'  the  hearing  of  his  counfel  on  the  fubjeft  of  an  appeal 

to  the  people  ;   and,  after  they  had  been  heard,  op- 
pofed the  purport  of  their  obfervations.     But  what 
enabled  the  convention  to  perpetrate  this  atrocious 
i6tii  Jan,  aft,  was  a  decree  obtained  by  Robefpierre,  altering 
'793'     the  exifting  law  that  two  thirds  of  the  voices  fliould 
be  necefl'ary  to  the  condemnation  of  an  accufed  per^ 
fon,  and  enabling  a  fmgle  calling  vote  to  decide  it  ^, 
That  Robefpierre*s  ambition  urged  him  to  many  of 
thefe  meafures,  is  not  to  be  doubted ;   but  fear  had 
moft  probably  its  fliare  in  influencing  him,  fince  he 
declared  at  the  Jacobin  fociety,  that  if  the  king  were 
acquitted,  the  members  of  the  legiflative  ^embly, 
and  the  convention,  muft  of  courfe  be  confidereci 
and  puniihed  as  rebels  ^. 
lothMar.      The  popularity  and  influence  of  Robefpierre  in- 
Suppofed   creafed  very  much  after  the  death  of  the  king,  yet  it 
is  not  afcertained  that  his  views  led  to  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  a  diftatorfhip  ^   on  the  contrary,  though  it 
is  much  againft  probability,  he  is  accufed  of  ftill  en* 
tertaining    intentions   of    placing   Orleans   on   the 
throne.     It  is  afferted,  that  a  projeft  was  formed 
for  that  purpofe,  in  which  he .  was  to   have  been 
'     -  ^flifted  by  Dumouriez;,  and  by  a  general  infurrec-' 

«*  Moore^s  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  495.  Debate*.     •  «  XdeiDj  l>.  S*3«^ 
f  Debates.        e  Moore*8  Journali  toI.  ii.  p.  Si%m 
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The  eloquence,  the  knowledge  of  public  affairs,  the 
intereft  thefe  men  had  in  the  departments,  arid  the 
majority  they  generally  retained  in  the  convention, 
rendered  them  dangerous  to  their  rivals,  and  made 
it  extremely  probable  that  calamity  or  popular  ver- 
fatility  would  reftore  to  them  the  fuperiority  they  had 
once  attained  over  the  public  mind.  Roland,  in  re- 
firing  from  office  immediately  after  the  death  of  the 
king,  had  left  a  very  forcible  memorial  on  the  ftate 
of  affairs  during  and  at  the  clofe  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion ;  this,  if  taken  into  confideration  by  the  con- 
vention, would  in  all  probability  have  been  piib- 
Kflied,  a  thing  the  Mountain  had  no  reafon  to  wifh  ; 
and  therefore,  in  fpite  of  the  ex-minifter*s  repeated 
letters,  refufed  to  permit  it  to  be  reported.  Marat, 
as  prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club,  publifhed  an  ad- 
drefs  inviting  all  the  popular  focieties  to  exert  them- 
felves  in  procuring  the  expulfion  of  thofe  unfaithful 
deputies,  who  betrayed  their  truft  in  not  voting  for 
the  death  of  the  tyrant.  This  produced  a  decree 
for  his  commitment  to  the  Abbaye  prifon  :  he  was 
tried  and  acquitted,  and  refumed  his  feat  in 
triumph  *.  It  is  afferted  by  an  author  af  the  Brif* 
fotine  faftion,  that  there  was  a  bargain  between  the 
crowned  heads  in  alliance  againft  the  republic,  and 
the  chiefs  of  the  Mountain,  that  twenty-two  of  the 
Briffotines  fhould  be  maffacred  :  and  he  adds,  that 
this  plot  was  to  be  carried  into  execution  the  20th 
of  May  :  they  were  then  to  have  been  arrefted, 
conveyed  to  a  houfe  in  the  fuburb  of  Montmartre, 
and  murdered.  A  forged  correfpondence  between 
them,  and  Cobourg  was  prepared,  which  after  their 
death  was  to  have  been  brought  forward^  and  a 
ftory  circulated  of  their  having  emigrated.  He  fays 
they  had  abundant  proofs  of  this  confpiracy ;  but 
as  none  of  thefe  appear,  as  the  ftory  itfelf  is  ex- 
tremely improbable,  and  no  account  given  of  the 

*  See  Marat, 
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means  by  which  the  plan  was  difclofed  and  fruftrated^ 
it  is   not   entitled  to  credit''.     There  is  no  doubt 
Louvet  believed  fome  fuch  plot  to  be  in  agitation, 
and  the  miferably  haraffed  ftate  of  the  party  during 
this   conteft  is  expreflively  defcribed  by  his  obferv- 
ation  that,  from  the  loth  of  March  to  the  30th  of 
May,   they  flept  from  home  perhaps  fifty  times,  that 
is,  every  other  night  ^     A  committee  of  twelve  had 
been    appointed  to  examine  into  the  caufes  of  the 
projefted  infurreftion  of  the  loth  of  March ;.  their 
report  was  ready,    Rabaud  de  St.  Etienne  was   to 
prefent  it  to  the  convention,  and  Hebert,  one   of 
the  municipality,  had  been  arrefted  by  their  orders- 
The  Mountain  were  fenfible  that  it  was  their  intereft 
to  oppofe  thefe  proceedings,  and  made  arrangements, 
in  private  committees  held  at  Charenton,  to  infure  a 
viftory.   Revolutionary  committees  had  been  formed, 
who,  under  pretence  of  fearching  for  foreigners  and 
traitors,  committed  the  moft  barefaced  and  impudent 
robberies  ;  great  numbers  were  fent  to  prifon,  and 
it  was  freely  intimated  to  them,  that  the  fcenes'of 
Septeniber  were   to    be  renewed.      This   induced 
many  to  facrifice  part  of  their  fortune  to  obtain 
their  freedom,  and  the  plunder  increafed  the  power 
of  the  Jacobins.     A  central  committee,  compofed 
of  Marat  and  feveral  other  furious  ruffians,  many  of 
them  foreigners,  exerted  a  control  over  the  revo- 
lutionary committees,  from  which  they  were  felefted, 
and  finally  ufurped  the  whole  powers  of  govern- 
ment.    This  committee  refolved  to  effedl  the  impri- 
fonment  and  death  of  the  Briflbtines ;  and,  as  a  pre- 
liminary ftep,  demanded  of  the  convention  a  fup- 
preflion  of  the  committee  of  twelve ;  which  was  de- 
creed, but  its  report  was  firfl:  to  be  made  on  the 
31ft  of  May.     On  that  day  the  central  committee 
gave  the  command  of  the  national  guard  to  Hen- 
f  lot,  a  creature  of  theirs ;  who,  at  the  head  of  fixty 

k  Louvet.    Sec  his  Narrative,  p.  53, 
^  l^ouvef  s  Narr^tiye,  p,  46. 
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thoufand  men,  vnth  cannon,  and  furnaces  for  heat- 
ing balls,  furrounded  the  convention.  The  tocfm 
had  been  rung,  the  gencrale  beat,  and  the  whole 
city  put  into  a  (late  of  conilemation  and  infurre^Uoa 
The  prifoners,  who  thought  they  were  to  be  imme- 
diately maifacred,  filled  the  air  with  dreadful  cries, 
The  Girondifts  were  in  the  greateft  confiifion  and 
alarm  ;  fome  repaired  to  their  pofts  in  the  conven- 
tion ;  fome  fought  fafety  in  concealment  and  ft^ht. 
Rabaud  flood  whh  his  report  in  his  hand,  but  not 
being  able  to  obtain  a  hearing,  left  the  halL  A 
deputation  appeared  from  the  commune,  who  pre- 
fcnted  a  petition,  demanding  the  heads  of  twenty- 
two  members  of  the  convention,  beiides  the  com- 
mittee of  twelve.  The  convention  referred  this  to 
the  committee  of  public  fafety,  requiring  them  to 

li  Joue,  make  a  report  in  three  days.  Though  the  Moun- 
tain were  not  entirely  fuccefsful  in  this  attempt,  they 
would  not  give  up  the  point.  The  central  com- 
mittee, the  next  day,  of  their  own  authority  arretted 
the  ex-minifters,  le  Brun  and  Roland,  and  the  wife 
of  the  latter.  At  three  in  the  afternoon,  they 
marched  at  the  head  of  the  armed  force  again  to  in- 
veft  the  hall  of  the  convention,  and  renewed  the  pe-? 
tition  of  the  day  before.  The  convention  had  ftiU 
firmnefs  fufBcient  to  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
aiid  required  the  petitioners  to  fupport  their  denun- 
ciation by  proofs.  But  tliis  kind  of  proceeding 
was  not  fatisfaftory  to  the  infurgents,  they  gave 
Henriot  more  decided  inftrucUoos,  and  refolved 
on  the  morrow    to  bring  the   affair  to   a    termi* 

sd  June,  nation.  Accordingly  the  tocfin  was  again  founded, 
the  whole  city  under  arms,  and  Henriot,  with  a 
confiderable  reinforcement,  furrounded  the  hall. 
The  galleries  were  filled  with  revolutionary  women, 
armed  with  daggers^  with  which  they  threatened  the 
obnoxious  deputies ;  and  all  the  avenues,  to  the  h^U 
were  filled  with  armed  people,  who  prevented  the 
members  from  retiring.    It  is  probable  that  many 

of 


^of  the  orders  given  by  the  revolurionary 

were   extremely  vague  and  uncertain,   < 

kept  fecret  from  fome  of  the  apparent,  he 

Mountain,  for  in  many  inftances  they  ( 

want  of  unanimity  which  would  have  ru 

had  the  other  party  been  at  their  pofts,  ai 

have  taken  advantage  of  circumftanees. 

tral  committee  renewed  their  demand  :   t 

tion  again  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  da 

diately  the  infurreftion  affumed  a  moft 

appearance :   the  cannon  were  pointed  t( 

avenues,  and  the  members  forbid  to  leav< 

Several  battalions  feized  the  inner  pofts  ( 

and  prevented  all  communication  betwe 

puties  within  and  the  people  without. 

dent  ordered  Henriot  to  draw  off  his  tro 

returned  for  anfwer,  that  as  foon  as  he  I 

the  orders  of  the  people,  he  would  attend 

the  convention  ;  but  that  if  they  refufec 

up  the  traitors,  he  would  older  the  ca: 

fired  upon  them.     Danton,  unacquaint 

the  fecrets  of  his  party,  burft  into  a  rag( 

folence,    and   demanded  the   death  of 

Henriot.     The  convention  ordered  the  c 

to  the  entrance  of  the  hall  to  be  called 

they  appeared,  but  gave  no  information  l 

ravelling  the  coiifpiracy.     Barrere,  feei 

ronde  like  to  be  overcome,  made  an  in 

pofal  to    the  profcribed  deputies,   for  t 

peace  and  the  good  of  the  country,  to  j 

fufpend  themfelves  from  their  funftions 

them  were  weak' enough  to  fall  into  fo  gi 

but  Barbaroux  and  Lanjuinais  refifted 

pofed  the  tyranny  exercifed  over  them  ^^ 

force,   that  it  is  extremely  probable,  if 

of  the  deputies  had  been  in  their  places 

que'nce  and  credit  of  Briffot,  Rabaud,  an 

had  been  exercifed,  they  would  have  c 
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viftory,  by  difuniting  the  Mountain.  The  combuf^ 
tible  foul  of  Danton  had  already  caught  fire ;  and 
Lacroix,  another  Mountaineer,  had  protefted  with 
vehemence  againfl  the  tyranny  of  making  the  mem- 
bers prifoners  in  their  own  hall.  The  feeblenefe 
of  the  Briffotines  afforded  the  prefident,  Herault  de 
Sechelles,  a  Jacobin,  an  opportunity  to  prevent  the 
difunion  of  his  party,  by  a  childifli  trick  :  he  infilled 
that  the  whole  affembly  (hould  demonftrate  how 
much  they  were  at  liberty,  by  leaving  the  hall. 
They  did  fo ;  and  he  marched  with  them  in  the 
garden,  till  Henriot,  at  the  head  of  fome  troops,  and 
with  his  hat  on,  informed  him  he  fliould  not  pafs, 
and  ordered  the  cannoneers  to  their  guns.  They  re- 
turned to  their  hall,  where  Herault  told  them,  that 
after  fo  ftriking  a  proof,  the  convention  cbuld  no 
longer  have  reafon  to  complain  of  their  want  of 
freedom.  Immediately  on  their  return  they  did  the 
very  aft  they  had  fo  long  refufed,  they  decreed  the 
arreft  of  the  profcribed  deputies,  and  the  infurreOion 
was  ac  an  end  "". 
Jncrcafing  TWs  viftory  and  the  fubfequent  imprifonment  of 
power  of  the  deputies  attached  to  the  Girondifts,  gave  Ro- 
befpierre  a  decided  afcendancy  in  the  convention. 
The  departments,  excited  by  the  deputies  who  had 
taken  refuge  there,  were,  fome  of  them,  in  a  ftate  of 
formidable  infurreftion,  but  the  aftivity,  the  tre- 
mendous means,  and  the  prevailing  influence  of  the 
Mountain,  increafed  by  fome  timely  afts  of  apparent 
patriotifm,  at  length  fucceeded  in  ftifling  the  com- 
motion; the  deputies  were  hunted  from  place  ta 
place,  fome  fell  into  th6  hands  of  their  enemies, 
and  fuffered  on  the  fcaffold,  fome  appear  to  have 
perifhed  by  famine,  fome  were  driven  to  the  delj)erate 

»  For  an  account  'of  ihefe  tranfaftions,  fee  the  Hiftories  j  New 
Annual  Regifler  for  179s*  p.  176. ;  Mifs  Williams's  Letters,  vol.  i. 
p.  75. 5  Louvet*s  Narrative,  p.  41  to  50. 5  Peltier's  late  Pifture,  vol.  ii. 
p.  530.;  Carat's  Memoirs^  P*i7i* 
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relource  or  luiade,  and  a  rew  elcaped,  atter  efl- 
countering  difficulties  of  ev^ry  kind  almoft  in- 
credible. 

The   unlimited  afcendancy  of  Robefpienre  arofe  Hwty- 
not  fo   much  from  his  majority,  or  rather  from  his  ^^^y* 
having  deftroyed  all  parties  in  the  convention  but 
his  own,    as  from  his  having  contrived  to  annihilate 
all    remains   of  authority  in   that  body.     This  he 
eiFe^ted  by  means  of  the  committee  of  piiblic  fafety, 
which,  at.  firft,  was  renewable  at  the  end  of  every 
month,    but  he  having  been  appointed   one  of  its 
members,  and  having  a  majority  entirely  devoted  to 
him,    obtained   a  decree  from   the  convention   to 
render    the   committee  permanent,   and  thus   per- 
petuate  the  reign  of  twelve  tyrants,  whom,  as  he 
Iwayed  in   the  mod  abfolute  manner,  he,  in  fad, 
w^as  the  foie  ruler  of  the  country.     This  atrocious 
body,  fecure  of  fupport  from  Robefpierre,  ufurped 
many  of  the  powers  of  legiflation,  they  promulgated 
decrees,   fent  agents  or  viceroys   into  the  depart- 
ments,    inverted    with     unlimited     authority,    and 
feveral  times  refufed  to  give  an  account  of  their 
motives    to   the  convention.      The   duties  of  that 
body  foon  became  limited  to  the  hearing  of  reports 
from    the    minifters   who    formed   the    committee, 
which,  from  their  fallacy,  and  the  affeftation  of  their 
ftyle,  were  called  Carmagnols  a  la  Barrere ",  to  the 
regiftration  of  decrees  without  confidering  of  their 
probable    effect  on  the  country,   to   a  patient  ac- 
quiefcence  in,  or   fubmiffive  reverberation   of  the 
applaufes    bellowed    on    the   committee,    and    on 
Robefpierre.     Their   number,   by    reafon  of  pro- 
fcriptions,  committees,  miffions  to  the  departments 
and  armies,  and  feceflions,  feldom  exceeded  two 
hundred  °.     To  the  original  powers  of  the  committee 
©f  public  fafety,  Robefpierre  added  others  by  means 

»  Mifs  Williams's  Letters  11)1794.,  vol.iii.  p.  61. 
•  See  Etat  de  la  Frante,  p,  z,  et  palFim. 
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of  decrees  gamed  from  the  complaifant  coiiventioil^ 
which  feemed  to  promife  a  perpetual  flavery  to 
France.  He  obtained  a  decree,  that  the  country 
fliould  be  in  a  (late  of  revolution  till  a  genend 
peace.  He  obtained  the  appointment  of  a  revolu- 
tionary army^  with  a  guillotine  for  part  of  itd 
equipage,  which  being  compofed  of  ruffians'  of  hi« 
own  feleSion,  and  for  whom  he  procured  a  pay  of 
forty  fous  a-day,  was  entirely  at  his  devotion.  He 
obtained  a  decree,  the  moft  extraordinary,  perhaps, 
ever  made  by  a  legiflative  body,  authorizing  the 
apprehenfion  of  fufpefted  perfons,  and  making  the 
fufpicion  of  his  enemies  a  crime  in  the  individual, 
for  which  he  fuftained  imprifonment  and  death. 
Priefts,  nobles,  and  foreigners  were  perfecuted  with- 
out mercy  or  remorfe ;  tranfported,  put  to  death 
without  trial,  buried  in  dungeons  in  daily  fear  of 
affaffination,  or  murder  under  colour  of  the  law; 
many  thoufands  of  thefe  unfortunate  claffes  in- 
voked the  vengeance  of  Heaven  on  their  inhuman 
perfccutor.  The  people  imbibed,  or  were  taught 
to  affume  an  air  of  ferocity.  One  of  the  fe£Uons  of 
Paris  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the  convention,  in 
which  it  requefted  them  to  facrifice  nine  hundred 
ihoufand  heads^  and  the  revolution  would  be  per- 
feftly  eftabliflied.  The  Jacobins,  ftill  the  obedient 
and  ready  tools  of  Robefpierre,  required  of  the 
conveiiition  that  terror  fliould  be  declared  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  that  the  law  that  members  fliould 
be  heard  before  the  pafling  of  an  accufation  againft 
them  fliould  be  repealed.  Will  it  be  believed  by 
pofterity  ?— The  fl:upid  and  enflaved  convention 
aftually  pafled  this  felf-murdering  decree.  They 
efl:abliflied  as  principles,  that  pity  was  a  fign  of 
treafon ;  that  the  exiftence  of  a  republic  could 
not  be  maintained  without  the  power  of  deftroying 
every  thing  which  oppofed  it.  This  extended  alike 
to  perfons  and  opinions,  to  fentiments  avowed  and 
afted  upon,  and  to  thofe  only  imputed  by  finifter 
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jeateufy, 'ct  intfcr^fted  'furmife.*  It 'wa{ 
that  death  fhould*  be '  the  punifliment  of    1 
fhmitd  confpire  to  change  the  republicai 
government ;  of  thofe  who  fhould  refift  i  : 
tionajry  government,  of  thofe  who  flioul  1 
perfons  accufed  of  confpirades  after  theii 
tion-j  of  thofe  who  fhould  cortefpond  ^  i 
by  writing  with  prifoners;  and  of  the  j;  i 
^ffifted  or  permitted  fuch  correfpondence 
nobles  were  banifhed  from  Paris,   alld    ; 
fubmit  to  fuch  ftrift  forms  of  regiftratic  i 
them  every  hour  at  the  mercy  of  the  co  i 
pulylic   fafetyj      It  was  decreed  that  trai 
to  the  coaft  of  Africa  fhould  be  the  pun  i 
thofe  who  (:omplained  of  the  revblution,   i 
extended  to  mean  of  any  of  the  afts  d( : 
ruling  party '. 

Thefe  extraordinary  powers  werfe  not  j 
at  once,  but  were  never  withheld  when  : 
•tion  was   made  to  the  convention*      T 
tionary  tribunal,  entirely  devoted  to  the 
\vhom  it  derived  its  exiftence  and  autho 
with  the  moft   favage  indifference,  and 
fantry,  all   the  facrifices  required  of  tl 
forms  of  inculpation  J  defence,  arid  evid 
totally  difregarded,  and  the  perfons  whofe 
required,  were  merely  infulted  by  the  pn 
trial  by  jury.     It  is^  in  faft,  a  cruel  triock 
the  name  of  jury  to  a  number  of  men  p< 
eftablifhed   in   their  fituation ;  not  elefli 
prifonerj  or  fubjeft  to  be  challenged ;  cl 
in  public,  and  pronouncing  feparately  the 
aloud  ^.     Their  deliberation  was  a  mere 
one  of  the  judges  daily  attended  Robefj 
a  lifl,  from  which  he  marked  out  a  certa 
"With  a  crofs,  and  they  were  devoted  to  i 

P  On  thefe  fubje6\s^  fee  Debates  jind  Proceedings  of  th 
Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  438.;  Pages,  vol.  i, 
Brgt  de  la  France  &  Suite  de  TEtat  de  la  France,  paflim 

\  See  Briflbt  a  fes  Commettans,  p.  37. 
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ftru^on'.  The  powers  of  this  tribunal  were  fo 
extenfive,  and  tl^  decrees  on  which  dxey  were 
founded  of  fuch  extraordinary  latitude,  that  it  was 
almofl;  impoffible  for  ixmocence  to  efcape.  The 
only  punifliiment  they  pronounced  was  death,  and 
that  was  applied  to  fuch  indefinite  crimes  as  favmn- 
ing  the  impunity  of  ari/locracy ;  calumniating  fa- 
triotifm;  feeking  to  vilify  the  revolutionary  tribunal ; 
to  corrupt  the  public  mind  and  confcience  ;  zxuXJlopping 
the  progrefs  of  revolutionary  principles.  The  necef- 
fary  proofs  confifted  of  every  defcription  of  docu- 
ment, whether  material,  verbal,  or  written,  which 
carries  in  itfelf  a  felf-evidence,  and  when  there 
were  material  or  moral  proofs,  no  witneffes  were  to 
be  heard.  The  rule  of  the  fentence  was  the  confcience 
of  the  jurors  y.  and  the  procefs  the  means  which 
good  fenfe  (hould  indicate  to  eftablifli.the  folidity  of 
the  fads '.  No  perfon  denouncing  another  was 
obliged  to  ailign  his  motives,  to  difcover  his  name 
or  place  of  abode.  The  party  denounced,  was  ar» 
refted  without  proof,  interrogated  without  atten- 
tion to  form,  infulted  by  the  court,  and  condemned 
.without  mercy  or  hope  of  pardons 
Punifh.  Invefted,  by  the  concurrence  of  circumftance^ 
ftvera?^  rather  than  any  effort  of  premeditation  or  con- 
members  triVance  on.  his  part,  with  powers  fo  unlimited,  it 
«f  the  con-  ^y^s  perfeflily  natujcal  for  Robefpierre  to  feek  his  own 
vention.  fgj.yj.jfy^  j^  ^j^^  dcfbuction  of  thofe  who  could 
make  any  refiftancc  to  his  aui^hority.  The  Briffotine 
deputies  were  early  viaima  to  this  principle.  The 
unfortunate  queen,  and  the  worthlefs  Egalite,  the 
perfecuted  and  the  perfecutor,  fell  under  the  fame 
punifliment,  and  fo  entirely  was  Robefpierre  matter 
of  the  public  opinion,  that  equal  applaufes  attended 
thefe  two  afts,  fo  apprently  contcadiflory..    But  it 

'  Neclcer  on  the  Revolution,  voUi.  p.433. 

•  See  Neeker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  \\  p.  4^7,     Jordan^i  Folitictl" 
State  of  Euro^MT,  vol.  vil.  p.  23. 
<  Suite  vlw  i*ii\Ai  kle  laFrance,  p.  29. 
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tcr^  tidt  fttf&cient  to  rid  himfelf  of  thoi 
conftantly  been  his  opponents^  feme  of  h 
were  too  vokanic  to  be  trufted  \oap  Bs 
unconfcious  that  he  Was  digging  his  own 
applauded  and  fupported  the  decree  whic 
deputies  of  the  privilege  of  being  heard, 
the  eariiefl:  obje£b  of  its  oppremon.  jH 
with  Chabot^  Thuriot,  and  fWeral  othei 
to  jail,  and  from  thence  to  the  fcaSbld.  ] 
important  operation  d^nanded  a  greatei 
Hebert,  jealous  of  Robefpierre's  power,  a: 
to  extend  his  own,  mafter  of  the  club  of 
as  Robefpierre  was  of  the  Jacobins,  me 
impeachment.  Maximilien,  informed  oJ 
refolved  Hebert*s  deftruction ;  yet  he  proc 
caution :  he  firit  employed  Camille  Defi 
write  him  down,  which  he  did  with  ci 
wit  and  humour.  Hebett^  feeing  by  this 
thing  was  in  agitation  againfl:  him,  took 
of  an  illnefs  with  which  his  rival  was 
to  excite  the  Cordeliers  to  infurreftlon. 
a  fpeech  agsdnfl:  Robefpierre,  in  which  h 
that  tyranny  exifted  j  he  caufed  a  veil  to 
over  the  tttble  of  the  Rights  of  Man^  ai 
fucceeded  in  cauiing  one  of  the  feflldns  < 
declai-e'  itfelf  in  a  ftate  of  infurredliot] 
triumph  was  Ihort,  he,  with  eighteen  of 
plices,  was  apprehended,  deliveted  over 
volutionafy  tribunal,  and  from  them, 
courfe,  to  the  guillotine*  The  dub  was  c 
The  atrocities  committed  and  excited 
people^  made  their  deftru6tion  at^  aft  of  g 
larity.  All  who  retained  any  refpeft  for 
all  who  wiihed  for  the  re^union  of  their  cc 
in  the  accuftomed  bonds  of  focial  interc 
who  felt  folicitous  for  the  termination  of  tl 
of  murder  and  horror  which  daily  in] 

*  PUyfair's  Hiftorv  of  Jacoblnifm,  p.  615. 

*  See  Hiftori^s,    Mffs  Williams**  tettcrt  in  179<^,  v 
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fevage  indifference,  and  even  affefted  plea 
which   they  coFmmitted  their  murders  ^  ? 
believed,   that  the  wives  and  children  c 
prifoners,  when  they  went  to  the  houfes  < 
to  folicit  in  their  behalf,  were  turned  l 
ridicule,  and  compelled  to  drink  and  danc 
it  be  believed,  that  in  one  of  the  depar 
the.   unmarried  young   women,   and   ev 
children  of  a  town,  down  to  feven  years 
compelled  to  march  in  proceffion  to  the 
Reafon,  and  take  an  oath  never  to  mar 
true    republicans*?     *'  The    complete 
*'  Robefpierre's   politicallife    (fays  Frei 
*^  ferved  for*hiftory,  but  we  may  now  bi 
*'  upon  the  oppreffiori  which  he  extend( 
'*  and  over  all  the  republic.     How,  in  : 
'^  brothers  and  friends,  a  word,  a  gefl 
''  was    fufficient   to  procure  any   man's 
*'  from  the  Jacobin  club,  and  how  the  mj 
*'  ftruck  out  from  the  lift  of  that  fociet] 
^^  ftruck   out  from  the   lift  of  the  livin 
*^  under   the  pretence  of  a  revolutiona: 
*'  ment,  he  artfully  contrived  to  fet  the 
"  above  principles,  the  two  committees 
*'  convention,  the  committee  of  public  f; 
"  the  committee  of  general  fafety,  and  hir 
"  the  committee  of  public  fafety.     He 
"  hall,  to   deliver  an  opinion  contrary 
''  Robefpierxe,    was   to  obtain   a   paffp 
"  guillotine;     how  he  filled  all  the   pi 
"  excellent  republicans ;  how  he  corrupi 
"  volutionary  tribunal,  where  judgment 
"  "were  pronounced  in  terms  of  jocularity 
To  what  did  all  this  tend,  or  what  we 
cific  objefts  of  his  views  ?  becomes  a  natur 

y  See  Pages*,  vol.  ii,  p.  191. 

*  Briflgt  a  ilsComniettans,  p.  84.. 

*  Tench's  Conefpondence,  p.  iz8. 

^  Speech  on  ihe  Liberty  of  the  Prefs.     See  Debates, 
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He  has  been  accufed  by  fome  of  a  confpiracy  vAfix 
the  combined  powers  to  di&nember  France;    by  . 
others  of  royaUfm,  or  a  view  to  reftore  fome  branch 
of  the  royal  family ;  but  either  of  thefe  imputations 
becomes  incredible  when  the  fuecefs  of  the  meafures 
in  war  which  he  fandioned,  and  the  unabating  aver-r 
fion  he  conftantly  kept  alive  againll  royalty  are 
confidered.     It  is  averred  that  he  meant  to  affiime 
the  royal  dignity  himfelf,  either  as  king,  or  under 
fome  other  name ;  and  that  he  had  privately  vifited 
the  princefs  royal  in  prifon,  with  an  intention  to  fet 
her  at  liberty,  and  marry  her "" }  but  this  and  many 
other  reports  I  confider  as  mere  inventions  of  the 
triumphant  party,  and  not  entitled  to*credit,    His 
ambition  was  abundantly  gratified  by  the  exalted 
fituation  to  which  he  was  raifed,  and  in  which  he 
might  have  fecured  himfelf  by  relaxing,  after  the 
deftruftion  of  his  opponents,  the  fyftem  of  terror  j 
but  this  was  fo  far  from  the  cafe,  that  to  his  lafl: 
hour  his  thirft  for  blood  feems  to  have  grown  more 
and  more  infatiable.     Avarice  h^d  np  fhare  in  his 
compofition,    for  though  he  permitted  the  moft 
iniquitous   peculation    in  his  inferior  agents,    his 
hands  were  clean,    and  he  died  without   having 
amaffed  any  property  ^    Luxury  had  few  charms 
for  him;  he  was  refined  rather  than otherwife  in 
his  tafles,  but  fo  moderate  in  his  enjoyments  as  to 
ficquire  the  name  of  the  French  Cato  *♦     What  then 
had  he  in  view?  Nothing;  abfolutejy  nothing  deter-r 
jninate.     Pufhed  on  by  accident,  not  contrivanccj^ 
raifed  by  the  fortuitous  occurrences  of  the  times^ 
?md  by  explofions  prepared  by  other  men,  to  an  un* 
expefted  eminence,  ppwer  had  ^he  ufual  eflfeftoi^ 

«  Pages*  vol.  li.  p.  407. 

<>  He  is  raid  to.  have  encoiiraged  the  f^culation  of  his  inferior  agents, 
that  he  might  be  enabled,  at  any  time,  to  e%A  their  deitru£lioD, 
S^ite  de  PEtat  de  la  France,  p.  34. 

«  He  is  faid  to  havp  becQ  acldi^ec]  to  liquor.  See  Tenches  Corre* 
.  f|K>ndenf?y  p.  ijlj. 
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Slim.   1X1  draining  forth  the  latent  propenf 
iieart.      He  was  imgtateful,  jealous,  en 
-timid  ;  and  to  thefe  qualities,  whetted  by  the 
perilous  ftate  in  wluch  he  flood,  mud  be  at 
the  terrible  fcenes  which  marked  his  reigi 
was  1t>ecome  his  dement,  and  he  caufed  i: 
as  xiccefiary  to  his  exiftence.     l^alents,  vii 
vrealth,  excited  in  ham  envy  or  &ar,  a^ 
out   their  poffeflbrs  to  his  fury.     Surroi 
men  devoted  to  crimes,  and  whofe  ruin 
produced  his  own,  he  fought  in  the  com 
anarchy  and  profcription,  the  perpetua 
o^vn  power  and  faiety.  Crimes  were  becc  i 
to  him  ;  and  the  depraved  propenfities  c ; 
being   aroufed,  he  no  longer  knew  any 
his  defire  of  blood.     The  whole  period  c  I 
ation  afforded  no  one  inftance,  except  i 
which   was  honourable  to  the  nation, 
fition,  and  rifmg  in  a  mafs,  an  idea  c 
^extenfive  fublimity,  was  converted  into  •  i 
oppreilion ;  the  maximum^  that  abominal  I 
of  tyranny  and  folly,  was  a  fource  of  e 
city,    plunda^,  proicription,  deteriorati  i 
vi(ion.,  and  famine.     Heligion,  that  tcori 
human  heart;,  that  confoling  paincea  for  e 
ixrounid)  was  proforibed;   the  torpid  d<  ! 
"  Death  is  m^  eteffnal  fleep,*'  publicly  j 
tenided  its  infljajsnce,  and  blighted  ev€ 
and  every  principle.    There  never  was 
ihe  ajinals  .of  man,  a  period  where     i 
virtue  )yas  lei^ouraged  as  a  public  b< 
^ypocrify  dreffed  herfelf  in  the  chara*  i 
isiftead  pf  its  opposite ;  yet  this  pbapn<  i 

'  Nccker  fays  of  bim,  "  No;one  hithci'to  Ha$  difcl 
**  ftcrcts  of  this  tinparalteted  tyrant,  no^iic  has   i 
"  combijiatfont  of  his  mind;  thus  tlie  fyrteni  of  \ 
'*  limit  of  his  hopes,  bav«  remained  to  be  g-aeifed  at      i 
*^  18  of  confequencc  to  the  honour  of  human  nature  t     i 
**  a  preternatural  beings  with  whom,  even  from  It-wdj     i 
*^  the  mio4  can  oatar  imo  ne  aftnity*** 
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tmguiihed  the  reign  of  Robefj[rierre.  Every  one 
vfho  valued  his  own  fafety  was  forced  to  applaud^ 
repeat  fentiments  which  made  his  blood  run  cold; 
and  many  who  had  incurred  fufpicion  were  obliged 
to  boail  qf  adions  they  had  never  committed,  and 
at  which  their  hearts  recoiled.  How  could  it  be 
otherwife  when  informing,  treachery,  calumny,  and 
affaflination  were  ereftcd  into  virtues ;  when  the  fen- 
timents of  nature  were  carefully  extinguifhed,  and 
fury,  perfidy,  and  inhumanity  lighted  up  in  their 
(lead.  The  fervant  denounced  his  mafter,  the  friend 
betrayed  his  friend,  brothers  accufed  their  brodiers, 
fathers  their  fons,  and  children  their  parents ;  they 
were  applauded,  and  received  the  homages  of  their 
corrupted  country.  Men  of  genius  and  talents  in 
every  clafe  excited  the  rage  of  the  tyrant,  they  were 
claffcd  as  a  new  ariftocracy ;  it  could  not,  in  every 
inftance,  be  fear  which  occafioned  this  fentiment; 
men  of  letters  might  have  unfolded  and  held  him  up 
to  deteftation,  but  what  had  he  to  fear  from  artifts, 
chy mills,  and  the  aftors  of  the  theatre  Francois? 
It  was  envy,  the  bale  offspring  of  a  cold,  contrafted 
heart,  afted  upon  by  the  recoUeftion  of  difappoint- 
ment  in  one  of  the  roads  to  celebrity.  The  nobles 
were,  in  the  mod  wstnton  manner,  confined  and 
moved  from  prifon  t.o  prifon  ;  every  avenue  to  the 
city  prefented  the  difgufting  fpeftacle  of  one  or  more 
vart-loads  of  thefe  unfortqnate  perfonages  of  both 
fexcs  and^of  every  age,  from  infancy  to  extreme  old 
age,  exempt  from  a  charge  of  crime,  tied  with  their 
hands  behind  them,  and  expofed  to  .the  heat  of  the 
fun,  the  fury  of  the  elements,  or  the  ftill  more 
difti*effmg  outrages  of  the  hordes  of  revolutionary 
banditti,  who  loaded  them  with  every  difgufting 
infult  language  can  fupply.  The  inhabitants  of 
Paris  were  daily  Ihocked  with  the  fight  of  cart-loads . 
of  perfons  fimilarly  bound,  going  to  the  guillotine; 
this  infernal  objeft  took  away  the  pleafure  of  their 
|)ell  walk,  reddened  their  ftreets  with  the  gore  which 

adhered 


^hered  to  the  flioes'of  tHofe  i^ho'had  dir 

fteps  near  the  place  where  it  was  erefted 

human  blood  in  fuch  profufion,  that  the  e 

incapable  of  abforbing  it  all,  it  ran  to  dil 

w^aters  of  the  Seine,     The  night  was  no  1 

than    the  day,  for  befides  the  dread  of  c 

vifits,   of  plunder  and  affaffination,  thofe 

nefs  or   accident  kept  awake  were  alarme 

noife  of  carts  carrying  people  tofome  of  t) 

which    were  now  to  be  found  in  every  :l 

from  one  to  the  other  of  which  the  prifo 

conveyed  in  the  moft  outrageous  and  wantci 

The   guillotine  feemed  to  fuperfede  or  pr 

every  thought;  even  the  women  are  fa! 

given  to  their  babes,  inftead  of  a  coral,  ; 

which  reprefented  the  aftion  of  that  inftri] 

the  falling  of  the   human  head   under   i 

The  paflage  of  the;  condemned  through  I 

to  the   guillotine  was  embittered  by  eve: 

«^ld    infult    brutality    and    malice   could 

and  it  was  not  uncommon  to  fee  children 

years  old  fucking  the  blood  which  trickle*  I 

fatal  machine  ^ 

The  expences  of  government  were  in : 
The  fabrication  of  affignats  wa3  fo  greal , 
daily  cojiifumptipn  of  paper  for  them  alone 
Xs>  fix  thoufand  reams  ^.     The  committees 
lance,  thofe  abominable  hofts  of  fpies  an  I 
were  maintained  at  an  expence  of  near  thit  i 
lions  of  pounds  Ji^rMng  a-jear  K     Thefe  w(  i 
leaft  confiderable  parts  of  the  public  ex  i 
the  convention,  the  .armie§,  the  navy,  all 
partments  were  adminiftered  with  equal  p 
The  people  were  expofed  to  all  the  mife 
mine ;  commerce  was  annihilated,  and  in< 
preffed;  the  pofleflipn  of  wealth   was  ( 

f  Etat  de  la  France,  p.  77. 

^  Tench's  CanefpundcBce,  p.  177.  \  Idem 
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(faruftion,  as  Robefpierre  had  been  known  to  de« 
dare,  that  he  did  not  think  it  neceflary  for  the  rich- 
eft  man  in  the  republic  to  poflefs  more  than  three 
thoufand  livres  (131/.  5^*)  a-year^    The  holding 
any  of  the  neceflaries  of  life  fubje£ted  the  citizen  to 
the  infults  of  revolutionary  plunderers,  and  the  hor*- 
rors  of  a  breach  of  the  law  of  maximum.    Humanity 
(hudders  at  hearing  the  diftreifes  to  which  the  poor 
were  reduced ;  there  was  in  Paris  a  general  want  of 
breads  meat,  milk,  eggs,  and  even  fuel.    The  de-* 
predated  paper-money  would  not  afford  a  fufficiency 
of  thefe  articles  to  fupport  the  wives  and  families  of 
the   labourers,    and   the   difficulties    fuftained   by 
the  poor  furpafs  defcription  and    belief.      When 
they    complained     of     diftrefs    at    home,     they 
were  direded  to  turn  their  thoughts  towards  the 
glories  of  the  armies  of  the  republic,  to  fuffer  with 
patience  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  to  Impofe 
on  themfeives  voluntary  fafts,  or  civic  lents.    Far 
more  harih  treatment  awaited  them  if  they  uttered  a 
complaint  on  the  fubje£l  of  their  profcribed  or  ioi- 
prifoned  relatives :  a  deputation  of  women,  in  con^ 
^    fiderable  number,  came  one  day  to  the  convention, 
to  folicit  the  enlargement  of  parents,  fons,  or  huf- 
bands,  fnatched  from  them  and  buried  in  dungeons* 
Their  tears,  the  eloquent  language  of  nature,  which 
foftened  the  tribunes  into  filence,  only  increafed  the 
fury  of  Robefpierre;   he  accufed  them  of  arifto«> 
cracy  ;  of  a  wifli  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  revo- 
lution, by  enervating  the  meafures  of  the  convention* 
After  hearing  thefe,  and  many  more  brutalities,  they 
were  difmifled  to  devour  their  chagrin  in  retire* 
ment« 
A  party         In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  Robefpierre  feems 
agahlft      gradually  to  have  loft  fight  of  all  his  cunning,  to 
Robef.      have  forgot  the  means  to  which  he  owed  his  ^va- 
pwre.      ^^jj^  and,  intoxicated  by  a  plenitude  of  power,  to 

*  Pag$s>  rg).  ii.  p.  !Si!i6i^ 
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tiave    adcfi^ted  himielf  without  referve  tc 
ferocious  propeniities,  i^egardlefs  of  the 
ntoxi,  and  indifferent  to  the  cenfures  of  his 
An  *  oppofition  from  any  of  them  was, 
faidy   a  paffport  to  the  fcafibid';  but  on  tl 
hint  of  a  contrariety  of  opinion,  he  gave 
violence  of  his  temper,  and  overwhelmed 
the   coarfeft  abufe.      His  ingratitude  on 
Vimphed  over  his  judgment  in  the  deft 
Danton^  his  conftant  friend  and  defender 
principal  engine  of  his  elevation;  Camilii 
lins,     and  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  to  whom 
much    of  his  popularity.     The  executioi 
deputies   alarmed  the  reft ;  Danton  had 
party  in  his  interefts,  and  thefc  reinforced 
whom  fear,  jealoufy,  or  honefty  united  ! 
tyrant,  formed  a  confpiracy  which  at  laft  i 
country   from  the  fcourge  of  his  exiftei 
tafk   was  attended  with  difficulty  and  da  i 
rently  infurmountable ;   the  power  of  II 
exceeded  that  of  any  monarch  in  Europ  : 
cobins  were  entirely  devoted  to  him,  anc 
of  their  affiliated  focieties,  fpread  their  fei  i 
over  France ;   the  ftaff  and  principal  ofE(  • 
national  guard  were  of  his  own  appointin  \ 
piajor  part  of  the  artillery  of  the  capital 
difpofal ;     the   commune  of  Paris  was  ft  i 
voted  to  his  commands,  and  many  of    ! 
judges   of  the  revolutionary  tribunal, 
pcrable  court,  together  with  the  revoluti  i 
mittees,  and  his  legions  of  armed  ruffia 


the  fubjeftion  of  r^ris,  and  the  influei  i 
city  extended  over  the  remainder  of  Fr< 
members  of  thp  coipmittee  pf  public  fafe  | 
reports  to   the  convention,  loaded,  hin 
moft  exaggersited  praifes,  and  the  journal;  1 
Wm  above  all  the  heroes  of  antiquity, 
he  went  he  was  furrounded  by  a  crowd    i 
flatterei-s,  who  attended  to  every  one  of  I  ; 
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and  feemed  to  place  their  whole  happinefs  in  his  fmile. 
The  Jacobins  had  given  him  the  title  oi  incorruptible^ 
and  this  was  generally  annexed  to  his  name.     He  re- 
ceived numerous  addrefles  from  the  departments, 
in  which  all  the  modes  and  expreffions  of  adulation 
were  exhaufted.     He  was   ftyled,  "  the  glorious, 
'  *'  incorruptible  Robefpierre,  who  covers  the  republic 
"  by  his  virtues  and  talents,  as  with  a  fliield  ;  who 
"  joins  to  the  felf-denial  of  a  Spartan  or  Roman  of 
*'  early  date,  the  eloquence  of  an  Athenian.     Even 
*'  the  tendemefs  and  humanity  of  his  difpofition 
*'  were  praifed !     One  man  congratulated  himfelf 
**  on  a  perfonal  refemblance  to  him  ;  and  another, 
"  at  the  diftance  of  fix  hundred  miles,  declared  he 
'*  was  haftening  to  Paris  to  feaft  his  eyes  with  a 
*'  fight  of  him.     He  was  compared,  not  by  an  in- 
"  dividual,   but  by  a  body  of  people,  to  the  Meff 
*'  fiah,   announced  by  the  Supreme  Being  as  the 
*'  reformer  of  all  things ;  and  afterwards,  he  was 
.*'  faid  to  manifeft  himfelf,  like  the  Almighty,  by 
^  "miracles.      On   fome  occafion  a  Te  Deum  was 

"  performed  for  him,  the  burthen  of  which  was 
"  Vive  Robefpierre — vive  la  Republique  '/*' 
a^a  May       The  enthufiafm  of  admiration  and  fervile  adula^ 
Su'^ored   ^^^^  ^^^  carried  to  its  extremeft  height  by  a  re- 
attempt  to  ported  plot  to  aflaffinate  him,  entered  into  by  a  wo- 
affainnaic  j^an  of  the  name  of  Cecile  Regnaud,  and  a  man 
named  Amiral.     The  only  fafts  proved  againft  the 
woman  were,  that  flie  demanded  to  fee  Robefpierre 
with  impatience  and  haughtinefs,  and  faid  fhe  wifhed 
to  know  how  a  tyrant  was  made.     Amiral  had  at- 
tempted to  piftol  CoUot  d'Herbois.     Regnaud  ™  was 

guillotined 

1  TtncVs  Correfporitlcnce,  p.  194..  From  Courtms*  report  of  (6  Ni' 

^  AiMi^e  Cecu^e  Re GSAiFLT  or  Recmaud,  was  dauglitrrof  a 
*h\Ttoiiei,  liviii£^  Hs  ri/€  /a  Ldrtiruf,  in  ihe  JtRion  ot  h  Gtf>  l*rom  her 
cor-^lin^  ihc  appi-'^is  xa  liavi;  l-etfn  itcmnged  in  her intel!t;<^is#  She  vivnl 
frt  ihe  hmilc  w^htie  Robti'piene  reficleJ,  and  demanded  to  fee  liim  1 
bring:  informed  he  w^5  not  ai  htim?,  fhc  anfwered^  It  wa»  Tery  afloniih- 


gtiiUotined  together  with  her  father,  ri 
aunt,  Avho,  without  proof,  were  adjudgi 
complices  in  her  plot.  This  circumftai 
the  fanguinary  tyrant  a  plea  for  acce 
courfe  in  the  race  of  blood ;  he  was  difTs 
the  tardinefs  of  the.  revolutionary  tribu 
though  '  it  deftroyed  fifty  or  threefcore 
no  form  of  trial,  or  any  ceremony  fave 


jDg  that,   as  a  public fun^tonary,  he  was  not  at  home. 

a  place   as    he  did,  he  ought  always  to  be  at  home 

thofe  who  hod  biifirtc'fs  with  him.   The  purport  of  thef 

Duplai*   the  mafter  of  the  boufe,  who  immediately  a 

carrird  her  before  the  committee  of  public  fafety.  In  t 

ferved  that,  during  ihe  old  government,  the  king  was  a 

and  that  fhe  would  fhed  the  lad  drop  of  her  blood  tohs 

B^ing   »iked   by  the  committee  if  flie  had  pfed  the  al 

ftie  readily  acknowledged  them  5  and  added,  that  thei 

France  fifty  thoufand  tyrants,  and  fl)e  wanted  \o  fee  hi 

made.     On  this  ihe  was  committed  to  tiie  Conciergeri 

her  father,  mother,  and  aunt.     She  underwent  anoth 

during  which  /he  repeated  her/ormer  afltrtions  :  her  in 

her  to  add  that  (he  went  to  Robefpierre's  houfe  in  < 

coUfpiracy  to  affiflinate  him,  and  threatened  that  if  (h 

it,  all  her  family  (houid  Amer;     She  perfifted,  nevert 

ingariy  fvich   intention.     Anew  fpecies  of  torture  fc 

of  ;ruth  was  invented  by  thefe  fapient  invtftigators  :  s 

the  prime  of  youth,  in  her  twentieth  year,  very  handf< 

with  care  and  nearnefs,  they  had  her  clothes  taken  froi 

making  her  put  on  fqualid  rags  in  their  ftsad,  rertew 

gatory  :  flic  perfevered  in  her  denial  of  the  confpiracy 

^derable  effeft  rallied  her  examiners  on  the  abfurdity 

ment.     She  was  then  transferred  to  the  revolutiona 

put  to  the  bar,  together  with  Amiral,  her  own  relatio 

of  ihreefcor*  perfons   befide,  moft  of  whom   had  be 

months  before,  ^nd  had  never  feen  oj-„  heard  of  her. 

hearing  their  names  called  over,  declared  themfelvej 

ftrufted,  and  pronounced  fentence  of  death  on  the  wh 

nine  in  number,  without  hearing  evidence  or  defenc 

guillotined  the  asih  of  May.     Her  two  brothers,  ' 

ing  on  the  frontier,  were  arreted,   loaded  with  cha; 

Paris  5  but  before  the  executioners  had  time  to  befto^ 

on  them,  the  revolution  of  the  a7th  of  July  dcp>iv{ 

murderous  pow^r.'    There  is  no  doubt  but  iofanity 

the  canfe  of  this  unfortunate  young  woman's  proc 

was  not  emulous^  of  imitating  Charlotte  Cor.dav  appea 

wn^ovided  w'fthofFenfive  weapons  ;  that  /he  did,  not 

appears  by  her  h'^ving  furnifhed  hcrfclf  with  a  bundle  0 

sbecaufe  it  would  br  ufetul  to  her  in  prifon. 


OTcr  thdr  names,    feemed  too  flow   for   the 
rapidity  of  his  deftniftive  defires;  it  w^  propofed 
at  the  Jacobin  club  to  kill  three  thouland  a-day  ixdtb 
grap^'fliot,  till  the  prifons  fhould  be  emptied ;  and 
orders  were  aftually  given  for  enlarging  the  court  of 
the  revolutionary  tribunal,  fo  that  two  or  three  hun- 
dred perfons  might  be  di^atched  at  once.   Whether 
his  fears  of  aflaflination  were  real  or  affefbed,  he 
made  ufe  of  the  reports  raifed  on  the  fubjeft  to 
ftSthMiy. gratify  his  vanity  as  well  as  his  cruelty;  he  made  a 
pompous  fpeech  in  the  convention,  wherein  he  ex- 
aggerated the  magnitude  of  his  fervices  and  dangers, 
and  challenged  the  gratitude  of  his  cotemporaries^ 
and  the  admiration  of  pofterity.     He  alfo  made  ufc 
of  it  to  a  purpofe  flill  more  deteflable ;  to  obtain  the 
decree  for  giving  no  quarter  to  Englilh  or  Hano- 
verian prifoners ". 
F^""*'       In  the  midft  of  the  horrors  he  excited,  of  the 
hoBoJr  of  executions  with  which   he   enfanguined  his  native 
the  su-     land,  hardened  againft  the  impreffions  of  felf-abhor- 
g^*       rence,    which  a  confcioufnefs  of   his  unrelenting 
favagenefs  ought  to  have  infpired,  Robefpierre  had 
the  mcredible  aifurance  to  propofe  a  feftival  in  ho« 
nour  of  the  Supreme  Being,  that  creative  power, 
who  even  in  the  majefty  of  offended  juftice,  defiretb 
not  the  death  of  a  ftnner^  and  to  propofe  Mmfelf  as 
high-prleft  on  the  occafion.     In  a  prepared  fpeech, 
replete  with  affeftation,  he  afferted,  as  if  it  were  a 
difcovery  of  his  own,  the  exiftence  of  a  Deity,  and 
the  immortality  of  the  foul ;  and  enforced  the  doc- 
trine with  thofe  trite  topics  which  would  hardly  be 
thought  worthy  to  fill  a  page  of  a  fchool-boy's  exer* 
cife,  expreffed  in  all  the  florid  pompofity  of  felf- 
conceit,  and  uttered  in  the  complacent  adcents  d 
felf-applaufe.      This  feftival  afkually  took  place  j 

"  For  an  account  of  Cecile  Regnault's  ajyprehenfioD  and  examin- 
ation, fee  Jordan*s  Political  State,  vol.vi,  p.  4.^2.$  Mifs  WUliani«'5 
Letters  in  1^94.,  vol.ii.  p.66. ;  New  Annual  Regifter  fo*  «79^» 
p.  366.  J  Playfair'«  Hfftory  ©f  Jaiobinifm^  p.  Sj;. 

David 


Zla'Hd  the  painter  arranged  the  order  oj 

ceflion,  the  decorations  of  the  altar,  the 

of  the  houfes,  and  the  whole  ^^(f?^^/(?  of 

de  Mars*    The  following  animated  and  a 

fcription  of  it  is  taken  from  the  Letters  of 

Uams  ^*     "  David,  ever  ready  to  fulfil  the 

*^  of  his  matter,  Robefpierre,  fteps  forth 

**  the   proceflion,  and,  Hke  the  herald  i 

"  orders  every  man  to  put  himfelf  into  ti 

**  At  this  fpot,  by  David's  command,  th 

•*  are   to  embrace  their  daughters-^  at 

^  fiaithers  are  to  clafp  their  fons — here  the 

**  biefs  the  yoimg,  and  there  the  young  a 

^  to  the  old — upon  this  boulevard  the  pe 

^  fing — upon. that,  they  mutt  dance— at 

**  muft  Kften  in  filence,  and  at  fun-fet 

**  rend  the  air  with  acclamations.- T 

'^  of  Paris  had  been  invited,   and  the 

«  amounted  to  a  command,  to  decorate  tl 

^*  in  honour  of  the  feftival.     According 

•*  that  morning,  lighted  up  by  brilliant 

^  prefented  the  moft  gay  and  charmiuj 

**  imaginable.    Woods  had  been  robb<: 

**  fhade,  asd  gardens,  to  th^  extent  of  foil 

"  rifted  of  their  fweets,  in  order  to  ador 

**  The  walls  of  every  hoiife  were  covered 

**  riant  wreathes  of  oak  and  laurel  bl: 

•*  flowers  J   civic   crowns    were    interwi 

*' national   ribbands  j    three-coloured  £i 

**  over  every  portal  ^  and  the  whole  w;  i 

•*  with  that  light  and  airy  grace  which 

**  Parifian  fancy.     The  women  wore   \ 

^  freffii-blown  rofes  in  their  hair,  and  he  \ 

^  of  palm  or  laurel  iri  their  hands ;  the 

**  oaken  bougjts  in  their  hats,  and  child  i 

"  the  way  with  vloletsi  and  myrtle. 

'^  fentativqs  of  the  peopk  had  large  thi  i 

**  plumes  in  their  h^s,  national  fearfs  th : 

^  Lcturfr  m  I7<i^f  vol.  ii.  p.  86. 


**  their  flioulders,  and  nofegays  of  blended  wheiat- 
**  ears,  fruits,  and  flowers  in  their  hands,  as  fymbok 
*'  of  their   miflion.      A   great    amphitheatre  was 
*^  railed  on  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries  imme- 
**  diately  before  the  palace,  now  the  feat  of  the 
*^  convention.     Upon  a  tribune  in  the'  centre  of 
*^  the  theatre,  Robefpierre,  as  prefident  of  the  con- 
*'  vention,  appeared ;  and  having  for  a  few  hours 
*'  difencumbered  the  fquare  of  the-  revolution  of  the 
*'  guillotine,   this    high-prieft   of  Moloch,    within 
**  view  of  that  very  fpot  where  his  daily  facrifice  of 
^*  human  viftims  was  offered  up,  covered  with  their 
*'  blood,  invoked  the  Parent  of  univerfal  nature, 
•^  talked  of  the  charms  of  virtue,  and  breathed  the 
**  hope  of  immortality.     When  the  foul  fiend  had 
**  finifhed  this  impious  mockery,  he  defcended  froili 
**  the  tribune,  and   walked  with   great   folemnity 
**  towards  a  grotefque  kind  of  monument  that  wis 
raifed  upon  the  bafon  in  the  front  of  the  palace, 
which  had  been  covered  over  for  that  purpofe. 
On  this  monument  was  placed  a  mif-fhapen  and 
hideous  figure,  with  afs's  ears,  which  for  fonie 
*'  hours  ferved  as  an  enigma  to  the  gaping  crowd, 
"  who  knew  not  how  to  account  for  this  Angular 
•*  appearance ;  till   Robefpierre  having   fet  fire  to 
"  this  image  of  deformity,  which  was  declared  to  be 
*•  the   fymbol   of  atheifm,    its  •  cumbrous   drapery 
'^  fuddenly  vanifhed,  and  a  fair  and  majeftic  foriti 
*^  was    difcovered,    emblematical  of  wifdom    and 
*'  philofophy.      Atheifm  being   thus    happily    de- 
"  flroyed,  the  convention,  attended  by  a  numerous 
"  procefEon  of  people,  and  preceded  by  triumphal 
**  cars  and  banners,  marched  to  the  Champ  de  Mars^ 
*'  where,  with  much  toil  and  cofl:,  a  rocky  mountain 
*'  had  been  reared,  upon  whofe  lofty  funimit  the 
**  tyrant  and    his   attendants   climbed,   and  from 
'*  whence  he   once  more .  harangued  the  people ; 
**  and  the  feftival  clofed  with  hymns  and  choral 
^^  ibn^s  in  honour  of  the  Supreme  Being/' 


<( 


<c 


ROBESPIERRE.  433 

While  this  execrable  monfter,  by  this  facrilegious  Hisimpro- 

ceremony,  feemed  to  place  himfelf  point-blank  in  the  ^^^^^^ 

very  airii  of  the  vengeance  of  an  offended  Deity ; 

while  making  his  puerile  harangue,  he  waved  in  one 

of  his  blood-ftained  hands  a  nofegay,  in  the  othef  his 

hat :  doubtlefs  many  who  had  to  require  of  him  the 

blood  of  parents,  children,  relations,  and  friends, 

lifted  up  their  hands  to  the  God  he  profiuied  in 

ardent   and  pious  ejaculation  for  an  emanation  of 

divine  \irrath  to  rid  the  earth  of  its  greateft  peft. 

Their  prayers  were  heard ;  from  that  day  he  feems 

to  have   flood  marked  as  a  perfon  on  whom  the 

ftroke  of  Death  was  ready  to  defcend.     In  the  pro* 

grefs  of  the  feftival,  he  gave  much  offence  by  affeft* 

ing  to  walk  at  the  head,  and  at  fome  diftance  from 

his  colleagues;     He  had  put  them  out  of  temper  by 

a  'childifh  difplay  of  vanity  in  keeping  them  and 

the  impatient  fpedators  waiting  two  hours  after  the 

appointed  time  before  he  made  his  appearance.     A 

feeble  attempt  was  made  by  fome  of  his  moft  tefolute 

parti&ns  to  raife  a  cry  of  "  Vive  Robefpierre!*^  but 

it  was  not  re-echoed  by  the  multitude. 

'The  motives  of  Robcfpierre's  conduft  during  the  Efforts  of 
latter  part  of  his  life  are  involved  in  a  confiderable  Ijenu!^" 
degree  of  obfcurity,  they  form  a  riddle  which  it  is 
not  eafy  to  folve.     The  power  he  already  pofleflTed 
fo  extenfivc,  fb  apparently  ftable,  left  him  nothing 
to  defire,  unlefs  it  were  a  greater  name,  as  that  of 
king,  diftator,  proteftor^  or   perpetual  prefident ; 
but  to  have  attained  that  end  it  was  neceifary  to 
have  conciliated  the  afFeftions  of  the  people,  by  re* 
mitting  in  fome  degree  the  operation  of  terror.     So 
fer  was  he  from  doing  this,  that  every  day  pre- 
fented  an  enlarged  lifl  of  vifHms  to  his  rage  for 
blood,  and  me^ures  were  in  a^tation  to  increafe 
ftill  more  the  exterminating  power  of  the  revolu- 
tionary tribunal.     If  his  own  fafety  prompted  him 
to  meafures  fo  deftruftive,  he  ought  not  to  have 
remained  fo  long  as  he  did  indifferent  to  the  move- 
vgL.  II.  F  F  ments 


ments  of  the  junto  he  faw  forming'  in  the  conven-* 
don  againfl:  him.     It  is  faid  that  a  party,  headed  by 
Bentabole,    and    confiding  of    Collot   d'Herbois, 
Vadier,  and  Tallien,  had  been  leagued  together  for 
fome  months,  and  that  thefe  men  had  relblved,   if 
other  means  failed,  to  affailinate  Robefpierre  in  the 
convention ' ;  but  there  is  much  improbability  in  the 
loth  June,  account.     Two  days  after  the  feftival,  an  abridgment 
of  his  power  took  place,  which  ought  to  have  con- 
vinced  him  of  the  decline  of  his  influence,   and 
urged  him  to  its  re-eftabliihment  by  fome  fpeedy  and 
eflfeftual  ftroke.     The  aft  alluded  to  is  that  which  * 
deprived  the  committees  of  public  fafet'y  and  of  gene- 
ral fecurity,  of  the  power  of  fending  members  of  the 
convention  to  trial  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal, 
till  that  body  (hould  have  framed  the  articles  of  their 
accufation.     Robefpierre's  condufk  on  this  occafion 
ihews  the  littlenefs  of  his  mind ;  incapable  of  pre- 
paring, combining,  and  maturing  a  confpiracy,  but 
acciiftomed  to  lurk  in  a  recefs  during  the  hurricane, 
axul  afterwards  to  come  forward  and  aflume  to 
himfelf  the  credit,  that  he  might  derive  advantage 
from  the  event,  he,  on  this  occafion,  left  the  front 
of  the  battle  to  his  partifans,  and  for  four  decades 
'  abfented  himfelf  from  the  committees  and  the  con- 
vention.    His  pufiUanimity  confounded  his  parti- 
fans ;  the  committee  of  general  fecurity  was  inimical 
to  him,  and  he  meditated  their  deftru£tion,   but 
had  not  time  to  effeft  it.      In  the  committee  of 
public  fafety  a  ftrong  party  was  formed  againft  him,. 
he  knew  their  intentions,  and  included  their  names 
in  one  of  his  lifts,  of  profcription ;  this  lift  was  found 
in  the  hancfe  of  one  of  die  revolutionary  juty  who 
had  been  arrefted,  and  by  alarming  the  fears  oi 
thofe  whofe  najnes  were  infcribed  in  it,  accelerated 
the   event  of    an  open  rupture*      The  Jacobins, 
amongil  whom  were^  a  grea^  many  of  the  friends  of 

9  Saite  dc  l*£ut  de  la  FrancCi  p.  57. 
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Danton^  and  many  confidants  of  the  profqri^ed  de- 
pudes,  \^exe  npt  difpo&d  to  enter  intp  ail  the  viewg 
of  ]R,Qbe4iierrj6  with  fo  much  ardour  ^  he  wilhed* 
They  maintained,  on  wany.occafipns,  .5^  torpid  in- 
difference, .which,  dr^w  on  them  tbexpproacbgs  of 
the  younger  Robefpierre.    The  ingratitude  of  M^xif 
xnilian  was  now  about  to  bq  thoroughly  andfi^verply 
punifiied.    The  energy  and  refolution  of  Danton, 
the  eloquence  of  Camilie  Defmoulins,  .and  the  aci^ 
drefs  of  Fs^bre  d'Eglantine  were  wanting  tahim  irj 
this  emergency,  and  very  ill  fuppUed  by  the  brutality 
and  inconfideratenefs  of  Henriot,  the  vulgarity  and 
heavy  ignorance  of  Cout^on  and  St.Juft,  and  the 
negative  afliftanee  and  ftudioufly  concealed  fervices 
of  the  abbe  Syeyes  and  la  Clos  ">•    Yet  to  triumph 
oyer   the  tyrant  was  not  matter  of  facility;   th^ 
habitual  deference  paid  him,  the  ftrength  of. his 
party,  united  by  a  guilty  fe^r,  and  the  difunion  of 
his  opponents,  occafioned  by  ((error,  rendered  thq 
event  of  a  qonteft  extremely  precarious.     He  was 
known  to  poiTefs  an  unlimited  influence  oyer  the  na^ 
tional  guard,  and  the  camps  in  the  vicinity  pf  Paris 
were  4evoted  to  him.     The  party  in  of^fition  did 
not  know  th^r  own  ftrength;  for  many  who  inwardly 
hated  the  tyrant,  and  faw  in  his  deftrudtion  their  only 
hope  of  faiety,  externally  paid  him  the  n^oft  fervile 
homage, .  and,  as  well  in  his  abfence  as  when  h^  wad 
prefent,  made  bis  praifes  their  favourite  theme*  ' 

At  length,  hq  himfelf  threw  down  the  gauntlet  a^^h  July. 
of  hoftility.    He  appeared  in  the  tribune  of  the  ,^;^2^'nV* 
convention  after  a  long  feceflion,  and  in  a  prolix,  ventiea. 
i}lrCQpne€ted  fpeech,  complained  of  the  treatment 
he  received  from  intriguers  and  calumniators,  bpth 
abfo^d  and  %t  home ;  at  the  head  of  thofe  abroad  he 
placed  the  duke  of  York  and  Pitt;  thofe  at  home  he 
would  not  name,  but  intimated  fo  ftrongly  certain 
mts^W  of  the  convention,  that  feveral  role  to  ex« 

4  Se«*£tat  dc  la  France^  p,  t$. 
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culpate  themfelves.    The  other  party,  thus  called 
upon,  were  obliged  to  put  themfelves  m  a  ftate  of 
defence ;  Bourdon  de  TOife  moved  that  the  fpeech 
might  be  referred  to  the  committees  previous  to 
its  being  printed ;  Cambon  and  Vadier  complained 
of  Robefpierre's  infinuations  againft  them :  Couthon 
defended  Robefpierre,  reprobated  the  fyftem  of  ca- 
lumny which  prevailed,  infilled  that  a  line  of  de- 
marcation  ihould  be  drawn  between  the  patriots  and 
the  intriguers,  and  that  the  fpeech  Ihould  be  printed 
without  being  referred  to  the  committees.     A  tu- 
multuous debate  enfued>  in  which  Freron  demanded 
^     the  exemption  of  the  members  from  arreft,  adding, 
that  no  man  could  fpeak  freely  while  influenced  by 
that  fear.     Billaud  de  Varennes  anfwered  him  with 
a  logic  altogether  fmgular,  that  he,  whom  fear  hin- 
dered from  delivering  his  opinion,  was  unworthy  the 
title  of  reprefentative  of  the  people.    Barrere  fpoke 
a  few  words  perfeftly  equivocal ;  in  the  end,  how- 
ever, the  matter  took  a  favourable  turn  for  the 
ufurper;    the  printing  of  his  fpeech  was  ordered 
unconditionally.    From  the  convention  he  haftened 
to  read  his  fpeech  at  the  Jacobins,  where  it  excited 
a  general  enthufiafm  in  his  favour.     Couthon  de* 
nounced  the  two  committees  as  traitors ;  Coffinhal 
propofed  the  purification  of  the  convention,  which 
was  well  underftood  to  import  the  deflrudioa  of  all 
the  members  except  thofe  devoted  to  his  patron; 
and  David,  embracing  Robefpierre,  promifed  if  he 
«     drank  hemlock,  to  drink  it  with  him. 
F^^n  f  K^*      '^^^  imminence  of  the  danger  could  not  aroufc 
bd'pi^rrer  the  opponents  of  Robefpierre  to  a  decifive  mode  of 
conduct.    The  convention  met  the  next  day,  and 
bufinefs  was  proceeding  in  its  ufual  channel,  till 
St.  Juft,  inftigated  by  his  evil  genius,  afcended  the 
tribune,  and  after  ftating  that  the  committees  of 
government  had  direfted  him  to  make  a  report  on 
the  ftate  of  the  country,  added,  that  their  remedies 
were  inefficient  for  the  exifting  grievances,  and  he 

would 
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vnould  fpeak  to  the  convention  from:  bimfelf.— . 
Tallien  puihed  him  from  the  tribune,  complained  of 
the  a^idacity  of  individuals  in  attacking  government, 
and. demanded  that  the  veil  fhould  be  withdrawn.—- 
He   was  interrupted  by  Billaud  de  Varennes,  who, 
from  his  feat,  demanded  an  unequivocal  explanation* 
He  ftated  that  the  convention  was  between  two  pre- 
cipices ;  the  public  force  was  in  the  hands  of  a  man 
denounced  by  the  committee,  but  who  was  retained  in 
his  command  by  an  individual— that  individual  had 
for  more  than  a  month  paft  plotted  the  diffolution  of 
the    convention:    that  individual  was  Robefpierre* 
He  deprecated  tyranny,  and  aiked  if  any  members 
prefent  would  wifh  to  live  under  it.     Robefpierre 
^as^  at  firft,  thunderftruck ;  he  afterwards  endea«* 
voured  to  fpeak,  but  was  prevented  by  the  menaces 
of  Tallien,  who  drawing  a  dagger,  and  brandifhing 
it  in  the  eyes  of  his  colleagues,  laid  he  would  deftroy 
him  v^ith  it  unlefs  the  convention  delivered  him  to 
the  fword  of  juftice.     After  fome  amplification,  he 
moved  that  the  fitting  fhould  be  declared  permanent. 
His  efforts  were  feconded  by  Delma$  and  Barrere, 
by  Billaud  and  CoUot  d'Herbois,  who  was  prefident*. 
They  obtained  a  decree  for  the  arreflation  of  Hen- 
riot,  d*Aubigni,  Lavalette,  DufraiiTe,   all  the  flaff 
of   the  national  guard,  and  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Sijas;    but  they  had  not  yet  the  courage    to 
arrefl  the  tyrant  lumfelf.     While  the  prefident  was 
arranging  thefe  decrees,  Robefpierre  got  poffeflion 
of  the  tribune,  but  they  would  not  permit  him  to 
utter  a  word :    "  Down  with  him !    down  with  ~ 
**  Cromwell]"  refounded  from  every  quarter.     As 
he  perfevered  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  a  hearing,  a 
member  faid  to  him ;  **  Robefpierre,  you  fhall  not 
^*  fpeak }  the  blood  of  Danton  is  upon  your  head,. 
*'  it  flpws  into  your  throat,  it  choaks  you !"    **'Ah, 
"  ah !  (exclaimed  he  grinding  his  teeth,  and  foam* 
•^  ing  with  rage,)  Ah,  ah !  robbers,  it  is  Danton^ 
**  then#'*-^He  was  heard  no  more  j  Vadier  inter* 
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rtipted  him,  and  made  a  Ipeech  trherein  he  unfolded 
his  tyranny  and  all  his  iniquities :  this  blow  com- 
pletely overpowered  him ;  he  caft  a  look  6f  piercing 
indignation  to^trards  the  Mountahi,'  and  reproached 
their  defertion  ;  he  is  even  faid,  in  his  extremity,  to 
have  turned  to  the  right  Jide^  to  folicit  .their  pro- 
te6^ion,  but  in  vain.    Tallien  and  Billaud  poured 
frefh  accufations  on  his  head  with  unceafing  afliduity. 
He  perceived  the  world  Aiding  from  under  him,  and 
that  he  would  be  fpeedily  precipitated  into  the  abyfs 
of  deftruftion :  **  Well !  (exclaimed  he  in  a  tone  of 
**  defperation,)  lead  me,  then,  to  iiiftant  death." 
*^  Execrable  monfter !  (exclaimed  Dutnont,  with  a 
**  threatening  gefture,)  thou  haft  deferved  it  an 
*•  hundred  times!'*    The  decree  fof  his  afccufation 
was  then  put  and  carried  unanimoilfly,  and  Couthon 
and  St.  Juft  were  added.     The  younger  Robefpierrc 
and  Lebas,  indignant  at  what  was  paffing,  infulted 
the  convention,'  and  threatened  feme  of  the  members 
in  ftich  a  manner  as  to  get  included  in  the  decree  of 
accufatJon.     The  officer  who  was  ordeted  to  take 
them  into  cuftody,  and  lead  them  to  the  committee 
of  public  fafety,  impreffed  with  the  habitual  refpeft 
^  and  fear  excited  by  the  prefence  of  Robefpiene, 
hefitatcd  to  obey  the  repeated  cdthinands  of  the  prc- 
fident,  and  would  not  receive  the  prifoners,  till  the 
chief  off  them  made  a  fign  expreflive  of  his  obedience 
'to  the  law,  when  they  were  all!  led  out. 
Oppofirion      Meantime  the  rumour  of  what  was  doing  in  the 
Jtruaion    convention  fpread  all  over  Paris  \  Robe<|)ierre*s  parti- 
•*  his       fens  loft  rio  time  in  endeavouring  fo  oppofe  the  rifing 
*'*''>•       ftorm.  The  Jacobins  affembled  in  their  hall,  and  fent 
to  put  the  feftidns  of  Paris  in  a  ftate  of  itifurreftion. 
The  tocjin  was  f^uiided,   the  greve  covered  with 
armed  ;nen,  and  fe^ral  pieces  of  artilleiy  planted 
Oft  the  (^ai  Perietierj  <hreatenlin>  the  hall  of  the 
cTonvention ;  the  bai-riers  Were!  ffiut,  and,  Hertrfof, 
who  had  been  arretted  arid  had  dcaped^  was  in- 
defatigable in  cblleftmg  aii  armed  force  to  refift  fhe 
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execution  of  the  decree.    The  keepers  of  the  various 
prifons,  participating  in  the  general  dread  excited 
hy   his  name^  had  refufed  to  receive  Robefpierre 
and  the  other  deputies,  who  were  Ipeedily  refcued 
from  their  guard,  and  having  opened  a  fitting  at  the 
hofel^de-viUe^  outlawed    the    national    convention. 
After  fpending  much  time  in  debate,  which  con- 
fpirators  of  only  moderate  talents  would  have  em- 
ployed much  more  effeftually,  they  fent  a  part  of 
the  armed  force,  and  Henriot  at  their  head,  to  dit 
folve  the  convention.     But  that  body,   convinced 
that  they  were  ftruggling  for  their  lives,  had  in  the 
time  fo  fooliihly  wafted  by  their  opponents,  con- 
certed meafures  againft  them;  Legendre  had  dif- 
perfed  the  Jacobin  clubi  feven  deputies  were  fent 
into  the  various  parts   of  the  city  with  a  procla- 
mation, explaining  the  true  ftate  of  things ;  a  decree 
of  outlawry  was  paifed  againft  the  commune,  and 
when  Henriot,  at  the  head  of  his  troop,  made  bis 
appearance  in  the  court-yard  of  the  Tuillerics,  they 
put  him  out  of  the  law  alfo.     The  effefl:  operated 
like  eleftricity  ;  his  foldiers,  panic-ftruck,  refufed  to 
obey  his   orders,    ^nd   the  people   demanded  his 
arreftation;  confufed  and  abafhed,  he  haftened  to 
the  hotei'de-ville^  and  informed  his  comrades  of  his 
ilUfuccefs.     The  convention,  feeing  the  operation  jof 
their  new  engine,  proclaimed  fentenpe  of  outlawry 
againft  Robefpierre  and  all  his  affociates,  and  fet  a 
price  on  their  heads.     The  feven  deputies  had  fuc-  >sth  July, 
ceeded  in  raifing  a  party  of  the  armed  inhabitants  of 
Paris  in  their  favour,  and  with  thefe,  reinforced  by 
fome  Ibldiers,  who  remained  faithful  to  the  national 
reprefentation,  they  found  themfelves  able,  at  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  march  againft  the 
commune,  having  firft  perfuaded  the  cannoneers  at 
the  C^ai  Pelletier  to  refift  the  commands  of  Henriot, 
who  was  now  iout  of  the  law^  and  to  join  theml 
The  hotel'de-ville  might  have  made^  a  powerful  re*- 
fillance,  and  perhaps  have  turned  the  tide  of  fuccefs^ 
F  f  4  but 
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but  the  foldiers  of  the  national  guard,  hearing  that 
the  commune  and  the  deputies  there  aifembled  were 
outlawed,  refufed  obedience ;  the  cannoneers  were 
differently  difpofed,  but  the  curious  mob  had  ob« 
tained  poflelTion  of  the  gun«carriages,  and  ufed  them 
as  ladders  to  enable  them  to  look  into  the  windows 
of  the  boUUcU'villCj  to  fee  liow  the  confpirators  be- 
haved in  this  emergency.   Bourdon  de  TOife,  having 
read  to  the  people  the  proclamation  of  oudawry, 
rufhed  into  the  boiel-de-ville,  armed  with  a  fabre  and 
piftols,  and  followed  by  a  coufiderable  force.    The 
difcomfited  confederates  were  moil  of  them  taken  on 
the  fpot,  a  few  efcaped,  but  were  fpeedily  brought 
to  jullice. 
Hit  f«cond      Robefpierre  was  found  in  one  of  the  apartments 
srreftaiion,  of  the  hotel'df^ville,  fitting  fquat  againft  a  wiHi  with  a 
knife  in  his  hand,  apparently  intended  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  felf-de(lru£iion,  but  which  he  durft  not  ufe. 
A   foldier  who  found    him,    apprehending  feme 
refiftance,  fired  two  piftols  at  him,  one  of  which 
mounded  him  on  the  head,  the  other  broke  his 
under  jaw  j  he  was  taken  and  conducted  before  the 
committee  of  general  fecurity  in  a  Morocco^covered 
arm-chair,  his  broken  jaw  bound  up  with  a  clod), 
pafTed  under  his  chin,  and  tied  at  the  top  of  his 
head.     As  he  was  carried  along  in  this  condition, 
he  refted  his  chin  on  a  handkerchief  which  he  held 
in  his  right  hand,  while  the  elbow  was  fupported  by 
his  left.     A  meifage  was  fent  to  the  convention  to 
know  If  he  (hould  be  brought  to  the  bar,  but  die 
members  unanimoufly  exclaimed  that  they  would 
no  more  fuffer  their  hall  to  be  polluted  by  the  pre^ 
fence  of  fuch  a  monfter^     He  lay  for  fome  hours  in 
an  anti-chamber  of  the  committee  of  general  fecurity 
ftretched  on  a  table,  motionlefs,  apparently  infen- 
fible  pf  corporeal  anguifh,  though  the  blood  flowed 
in  .ireams  from  his  eyes,  mouth,  and  noftrils,  but 
torn  wuh  racjking  recollections,  and  abandoned  to 
remorfe,   he  pinched  his  thighs  with  convulfivc 
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agony,    and  fcowled  gloomily  around  the  room^ 
when  he  fancied  himfelf  unobferved.     After  endur- 
ing, in  this  fituation,  the  taunts  of  all  who  beheld 
him,  he  was  replaced  in  the  arm-chair,  and  carried 
to  the  hofpital,  called  the  hatet-de-DieUj  where  his 
wounds  were  dreffed,  merely  to  prolong  his  exift- 
ence,  and  from  thence  was  feht  to  the  prifon  of  the 
Conciergerie.     He  was  brought  before  the  revolu- 
tionary tribunal  the  fame  day,  together  with  his  ac- 
complices, in  number  twenty-onc ;  as  they  were  all 
out  of  the  law,  the  identification  of  their  perfons  alope 
was  neceffary,  and  fentence  of  death  was  demand- 
ed againft  them  by  their  former  friend  and  creature 
Fouquier   Tainville,    the  public  accufer.      In  the 
evening  of  the  fame  day,  at  about  five  o'clock,  they 
were  conduced  to  the  place  of  execution,  amidft 
the  acclamations  of  numerous  fpeftators,  who  con- 
fidered  the  proceffion  before  them  as  the  earned  of 
future  happinefs.      The  ftreets,  the  windows,  and 
the  roofs  of  the  houfes  were  crowded ;   even  the 
guard  who  efcorted  them  partook  of  the  general 
tranfport ;  and,  which  they  were  never  before  known 
to   do,  joined  the  cry  of  Vive  la  convention!     A 
group  of  women  flopped  the  carts    and   danced 
around  them  to  teftify  their  joy. 

Durmg  this  fatal  progrefs,  Robefpierre,  pale  and  and  cie, 
disfigured,  held  down  his  head  on  his  breaft,  and  ^^^^^^ 
never  looked  up  except  once,  when  a  woman,  de* 
cently  dreffed,  approached  the  cart  and  uttered  thofe 
heart-piercing  exclamations,  and  deep-drawn  male^ 
diftions,  which  put  it  almoft  beyond  conjecture  that 
fhe  was  a  mother  whom  his  cruelty  had  deprived  of 
a  fon,  or  a  widow  from  whom  he  had  fnatched  her 
huiband;  at  hearing  her  horrible  denunciations, 
Robefpierre  turned  his  eyes  languidly  towards  her, 
imd  (hrugged  up  his  flioulders.  He  fuffered  lad  but 
one ;  when  he  was  about  tq  be  tied  to  the  fatal  plank, 
the  executioner  fnatched  the  drefling  from  his  broken 
jaw,  which  immediately  fell,  ^d  a  profufion  of  blood 
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gufhed  out ;  the  horrible  chafm  occaiioned  by  the 
iRfidth  of  his  mouth,  owing  to  this  accident,  rendered 
his  head,  when  held  up  by  the  executioner,  the 
moft  terrible  and  difgufting  fpeAacle  which  can  be 
imagined  '• 
Rfmarks  Thus  perifhed  Maximilian  Robefpierre,  in  the 
Muhiti^u.  thirty^fixth  year  of  his  age.  His  life  had  been  for 
fome  time  pafl  a  perpetual  provocation  of  the  thun^ 
der  of  the  Omnipotent }  and  his  death  afforded,  in 
all  its  circumftances,  a  mod  ample  vindication  of 
eternal  juftice.  He  was  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  at  the  height  of  unexpected  exaltation  meditate 
jng  new  crimes,  and  unrepentant  of  thofe  he  had 
already  committed.  He  who  had  ihed  blood  with 
unexampled  profufion,  went  to  the  fcaffold  covered 
with  his  own  blood;  he  who  had  baniihed  from 
France  the  fentiment  of  humanity,  was  in  his  laft 
hour  overwhelmed  with  infult,  reproach,  fcorn,  and 
cruelty ;  he  whofe  life  had  been  a  fcene  of  the  moll 
atrocious  perfidy  and  ingratitude,  died  renounced 
by  all  mankind,  and  his  death  was  called  for  by  a 
man  he  himfelf  had  put  into  ofGce,  and  on  whom  he 
relied  as  a  friend ;  he  who  had  abrogated  every  form 
of  jurifprudential  proceeding,  was  led  to  execution 
without  the  ceremony  of  a  trial.  Even  the  minuter 
circumftances  of  his  fate  were  not  without  a  moral. 
In  the  prifon  of  the  Conciergerie,  could  he  avoid 
thinking  of  the  perfecuted  queen  whom  he  had  fo 
long  fcut  up  there  ?  Muft  not  the  fight  of  the  guil- 
lotine have  conjured  up  to  his  imagination  an  im* 
menfe  crowd  of  innocent  viftims,  with  his  murdered 
fovereigns  at  their  head,  clamouring  to  heaven  for 
vengeance  ?  It  is  even  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
the  coat  he  wore  when  he  was  thus  called  before  hi& 

'  For  the  account  of  Rol>efpierrc*8  decline  and  fall,  with  all  the 
;intecedent  and  attendant  c)rcuinAances>  fee  CoDipiracy  of  Robefpieri-es 
Debares  ;  Mif^  Williams^s  Letters  in  1794*  ToLiii.  p.  T5S.  168,  et 
j[eq. ;  Page*t  vol.  ii,  p.  loi  to  2ftS>  New  Annual  Kegifter  for  I7<>4» 
p.  369  to  381  'y  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  ii.  p.  3$  1044.) 
iPlay  tail's  Hiilory  of  Jacobinifm^  p.  680  to  699* 
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"M^aker,  with  "his  crimes  full  blown,  and  all  his 
**  imperfe^ons  on  his  head/'  was  the  fame  he  had 
^vorn  when  wantonly  and^  facrllegioufly  he  obtruded 
hiiixifelf  into  his  facred  prefence,  and  profaned  the 
land  where  chriftiaiiity  had  been  profeffed,  with  a 
mock-feftival. 

The  perfon  of  Robefpierre  was  fhort  and  puny.  His  per* 

and  he  was  of  a  tender  conftitution.  His  complexion  ||^"'^  '^^^r 

\^as  livid  and  cadaverous, 'his  features  harfh  and  for-  abiiVties. 

bidding.     The  fmile  of  confidence  never  rafted  on 

his  lips,  but  they  wete  almoft  always  contrafted  by 

the  four  grin  of  eiivy  aiming  to  appear  difdain. 

His  eyfe  was  dead  aiid  funk,  except  when  his  irafcible 

pfropenfities  were  aroufed  by  oppofition  or  the  de-' 

fire  of  vengeance,  and  then   his  look  aflumed  a 

ferocity  fo  fingiilar,  as  to  lead  ^n  accurate  obferver 

to  compare  his  general  afpeft  to  that  of  thfe  cat- 

ty-ger.     Rfeferved  in  his  temper,  arid  rarely  addicted 

to  excefs,  he  riet^r  wa&  betrayed  into  any  of  thofe' 

-weak  efforts  of  confidence  which  arife  from  an  un- 

referved  indtilgferice  in  love  and  friendffiip,  and  very 

feldom  ihrd  thofe  whicfe  refiilt  from  conviviality. 

His  diifimulationwas  exceffivej  and  he  was  fo  ap- 

prefaenfive  of  the  fentimenfs  of  his  mind  being  read 

in  his  ejres,  that  he  commonly  wore  green  fpeftacles, 

and-,  <m  fome  occafion^,  covered  his  eyes  with  his 

hctrids.     Ever  defirous  bf  admiration,  he  wonld  not, 

erven  when  the  rage  of  equality  was  at  its  greateft 

pitch,  -degrade  himfelf  by  airuming  fhe  blue  panta* 

ioofi,  red  eap^  arid  cKrty  lineri;  on  the  coritrary, 

though  the  word  mujiddin  was    ai  term  of  pro- 

ferijKiori^  he  wis  always  well  drefled,  and  fometimes 

A^piViily^    THoUgK  forbid  by  nature  to  riot  in  the! 

^xceffei  <)f  feftfual  enjoyment,  he  was  artitntious,  even 

t6  ebqtretry,*  bf  Bfeirig  admired  by  the  fait  fex;  and 

fiioeealed'j^  fa**  ihii  they  were  ambngft  his  mofl 

i^Ml0U9  parf!&fB#  .  hk  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  ht( 

was  fupple,  infinuating,  and  complaifant,  but  latterly  , 

uncontrolled  powet  had  |»rrled  the  ferocity  of  his 

tempet 
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temper  to  the  excefs  of  unreftrained  violence  in 
fpeech.      Whoever  contradifted  or  difpleafed  him 
vras  aiTailed  with  the  coarefl:  invedive ;  an  indecorum 
which,  ading  on  Gallic  fenfibilicy,  probably  increafed 
the  rage  of  his  enemies,  and  accelerated  his  fall* 
Of  the  extent  and  nature  of  his  abilities,  his  life 
affords  a  fufEcient  difplay.     Condorcet  eitimated 
them  juftly  when  he  laid^  ^^  The  French  revolution 
^^  is  a  religion,  in  which  Robefpierre  is  the  leader  of 
^^  a  fed;  he  has  all  the  charaderiftics,  not  of  the 
**  founder  of  a  religion,  but  the  leader  of  a  fchifin." 
He  poiTeffed  coniiderable  vigour  of  mind,  though 
not  fufEcient  to  entitle  him  to  a  compariibn  with 
Cromwell.  His  eloquence  has  been  already  nodced ; 
its  charaderiftic  is  elegance  rather  than  clofenefs  of 
reafoning ;  he  had  improved  very  much  from  the 
time  of  his  coming  to  Paris  as  a  deputy;  his  enemies, 
therefore,  chofe  to  charaderife  him  by  his  earlier 
efforts,  rather  than  thofe  made  at  a  more  advanced 
period.    He  is  defcribed,  in  the  New  Annual  Re- 
gifter,  as  being  more  a  ftatefman  than  an  orator ' ;  I 
think  exadly  the  reverie :  bis  ideas  on  negro  eman- 
cipation, on  the  penalty  of  death,  on  fubfiftence, 
and  in  almoft  every  other  particular  wh^re  heaffeded 
to  legiflate,  will  fufficiently  prove  that  his  rhetoric 
V^as  iuperior  to  his  judgment.     His  ingratitude,  aod 
the  facility  and  indifference  with  which  he  aban^ 
doned,  and  even  facrificed  his  friends  and  former 
coadjutors,   were  his  conftant  charaderiftics.    His 
want  of   perfonal  courage  was  remarkable,  and 
bore  an  exad  proportion  to  his  lavage  and  unre- 
lenting cruelty.    He  was  difinterefted  to  a  certain 
degre? ;  th<tt  is  to  ffiy,   without  children,,  without 
affedions,  he  took  no  pleafure  in  the  fordid  folly  of 
amafling  unneceffary  wealth;  but  in  his  life  he  main- 
tained much  more  fpl^ndor  and  ^egance  than  ^ 
jn9n  >vithput  patrimony  qr  $mplpyq>ent  could  d^vQ 
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from  the  falaty  allowed  to  a  deputy ;  and  though 
he  did  not  outrage  decency  by  a  difplay  of  inordlnatd 
luxury,  he  lived  in  a  ftyle  equal  to  his  exaltation  in 
other  refpefts.     His  felf-denial  in  matters  of  fen- 
fuality,  arifing  from  the  formation  of  his  pcrfon, 
and  made  confpicuous  by  an  affeftation  of  aufterityj 
procured  him  the  name  of  Cato ;  after  his  fall  he 
was^  denominated  Catiline,  and  has  been  compared 
to  Cromwell ;  but  he  is  not  worthy  to  affociate  with 
either  character  ^     He  owed  his  elevation  to  accident 
rather  than  defign,  and  loft  it  through  his  vanity^ 
treachery,  and  cowardice.    His  vanity  and  treachery 
made  him,  thinking  himfelf  all-fufficient,  deftroy  hi& 
only  friends ;  his  cowardice  rendered  him  incapable 
of  thofe  exertions  which  might  have  turned  the.  im- 
pending ftorm  on  the  heads  of  his  adverfaries.     His 
condud  in  the  great  criiis  which  decided  his  fate 
was  aflonifliingly  weak  and  imprudent.     When  ho 
went  to  the  convention  on  the  26th  of  July,  he  was 
well  apprifed  of  the  party  Which  was  formed  againft 
him,  yet  he  omitted  his  cuftomary  precautions ;  he 
had  not  prepared  the  tribunes  to  applaud  his  fpeech; 
he   had   appointed    no    clamorous  fans-culotta   to 
drown  the  voices  of  his  opponents ;  no  armed  ruffians 
to  terrify  them  in  their  approach  to  and  paffage  from 
the  hall.     On  the  27th,  though  he  muft  have  known 
that  the  manner^  in  which  his  caufe  was  taken  up 
at  the  Jacobins  would  bring  the  conteft  to  an  iiTue, 
no  preparations  were  made;  even  his  own  party 
were  uninftrufted  how  to  aft.     St.Juft,  uncalled^ 
began  a  fpeech  in  the  tribune,  which  rendered  the 
oppofing  party  furious ;    Robefpierre*s    adherents 
out  of  doors  were  unprepared }    the  voice  of  ru* 

'  For  deferiptions  of  his  perfon  and  manners,  and  remarks  on  his 
chara^er,  fee  RoUnd*s  Appeal^  vol.  i.  p.  58. ;  Moore*s  Journal, 
vol.  i.  p.  33S.  vol.  ii.  p.  139.  ;  images,  vol.  ii.  n.  17.  »i,  12.;  New 
Annual  Regifter  for  1794^  p.  3S1,  381,  383.}  Necker  on  the  Revohi. 
tion,  voUi.  p.  37.  39.  \  Ent  dc  U  France,  p.  ii,  15,  16.  \  Carat's 
Memoirs,  p.  236. 
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mour  was  the  alarm-bell  of  the  Jacobins ;  and^  vshm 
they  were  aflembled,  the  armed  force  was  yet  to  pro- 
vide, and  yet  to  feduce.  This  furprifing  want  of  fore*' 
fight  proves  that  Robefpierre  owed  his  elevation  to 
accident  and  the  operations  of  others,  and  that  he 
was  deficient  in  the  genius,  courage,  and  condud 
rcquifite  to  form  an  iUuftrious  chief  of  a  party.* 
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No.  I. 

The  King'j  Letter  to  the  NationaI.  Assembly, 
^Lvhen  required  to  fandlion  certain  Articles  of  the 
Conjiitution ;   read  the  $th  October  1789. 

Gentlemen, 

•1^  EW  conftittttional  laws  can  only  be  properly  judged  of 
^^    by  .being  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  them  ;  for  in 
fo  great  and  important  a  work,  every  part  is  connefted  inti- 
mately with  the  whole.     It  appears,  however,  to  me  na- 
tural that,  at  a  time  when  we  invite  the  nation  to  come  to 
the  afliftance  of  the  (late  by  a  fignal  a£t  of  its  confidence 
and  patriotifm,  we  (hould  affiire  it  of  our  attention  to  the 
principal  objedl  of  its  intereft.     So  on  the  perfuafion  that 
the  firft  articles  of  the  conftitution  which  you  have  pre* 
fented  to  me,  when  added  to  the  reft  of  your  labours,  will 
fulfil  the  defire  of  the  people,  and  infure  the  happincfa 
and  profperity  of  the  kingdom,  I  grant,  according  to  your 
defire,  my  confent  to  thefe  articles ;  but  under  the  exprefs 
condition,  from  which  I  mean  never  to  depart,  that  by  the 
general  refult  of  your  deliberations,  the  executive  power 
(hall  be  wholly  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  monarch.     A 
feric5  of  fafts  and  obfervations,  a  particular  account  of 
which  (hall  be  prefented  to  you,  will  cpnvince  you  that, 
in  the  prefcnt  (late  of  affairs,  I  cannot  infure  either  the 
taifing  of  the  legal  impofts,  or  the  free  communication  of 
provifion,  or  the  individual  fafety  of  the  citizens.     It  is. 
my  wifh  tp  fulfil  thefe  cfTential  duties  of  royalty.     The 
happinefs  of  my  fubjcfts,  the  public  tranquillity,  ^nd  the 

maintenance 
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maintenance  of  focial  otder  depend  upon  it :  t  therefote 
demand  that  we  (hould,  in  common^  level  all  the  obftacles 
that  may  crofs  the  execution  of  fo  defirable  and  neceflarjr 
an  end. 

You  cannot  but  be  fenfible  that  the  eziding  inftitutions 
and  judicial  forms  ought  to  undergo  no  change  till  thej 
are  replaced  by  the  new  order  of  things ;  I  have  therefore 
no  need  to  make  any  obfervations  on  diis  head. 

It  remains  that  I  ihould  frankly  aflure  you,  that  though 
I  confent  to  the  different  articles  of  the  conilitution  which 
you  have  offered,  it  is  not  that  all  of  them  without  diftinc- 
tion  prefent  to  me  the  idea  of  perfeffcion,  but  becaufe  I  do 
not  think  it  advifable  to  delay  acceding  to  the  prefent  wi(h 
of  the  national  deputies,  and  to  the  preflure  of  thofe 
alarming  circumffances  which  fo  powerfully  invites  us  to 
wilh,  above  all,  for  the  immediate  re-eilablilhmcnt  of 
peace,  order,  and  confidence.  I  make  no  remarks  on  your 
declaration  of  the  rights  of  man  and  a  citizen ;  it  contains 
.  fome  excellent  maxims,  very  proper  to  regulate  your  la- 
bours ;  but  principles  fufceptible  of  different  applications, 
and  even  interpretations,  cannot  be  juftly  appreciated, 
neither  do  they  require  being  fo,  till  their  true  meaning  is 
fixed  by  thofe  laws  to  which  they  ferve  as  the  bafc. 


No.  II. 

Letter  from  M.  B^rtrand  de  MolSville  to  the 
President  of  the  National  CqnventioKi 
containing  a  Defence  of  the  King. 

Mr.  Prefident, 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  announcing,  in  my  lad  letter,  that 
I  (hould,  without  delay,  addrefs  to  you  an  exadl  decla- 
ration of  all  the  important  and  unknown  fadls  with  which 
I  am  acquainted,  and  which  have  any  relation  to  the  pre* 
fent  circumffances.  I  am  the  more  eager  to  fulfil  this  cnn 
gagement,  fince  I  learn,  from  the  public  papers,  that  the 
great  quellion^  Whether  Louis  the  Sixteenth  ought  to  be 

tried? 
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tried  ?  {$  4t  pt^ffiDt  open  for  <lifcuiIion  ;  and  that  the  na* 
tioaal  convention  «re  difpofed  to  receive  lights  and  proofs 
from  every  quarter  on  that  momentous  fubjeft.  1  flatter 
myfelf  it  will  receive  with  fstisfadiion  thofe  I  now  have  * 

^hc  honour  of  addrefling  to  you,  becaufe^  I  am  firmly  con* 
vinccd  that  it  feeks  nothing  but  truths  and  defires  nothing 
but  juilice.  This  convidion  abne  inefficient  to  allay  the 
inquietudes  of  f^od  fzitizenS}  and  to  keep  up  the  hopes  of 
thole  wha«  having  had  opportunities  of  neaily  obferving 
the  conduct  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  and  of  knowing  his 
virtues,  Qsnnot  help  taking  a  great  intereft  in  his  mif- 
fortunes. 

The  iGAlowing  then  »ie  the  fa£ts,  the  truth  of  which  i 
atteft,  and  of  which  I  can  either  give  or  point  out  proofs. 

On  tfff  frcUMd^d  javoun  and  ajjijlattce  giwn  to  tie  emigrantsi^ 

It  is  publiflied  in  ail  the  journals  and  all  the  pamphlets, 
and  faa*  been  repeatefl  a  thoufand  times  from  the  tribune,  • 
that  liit  king  always  approved  of  and  favoured  emigration. 
This  opinioo,  unfupported  by  proof,  has  become  general  in 
the  kingdom,  and  b  the  principal  motive  of  the  regicide 
addreflcs  daily  received. 

Towards  the  end  of  O£lober  1791,  one  of  the  minifters 
havjjig  informed  the  king,  in  full  council,  of  a  report  gene- 
tally  circulated,  that  the  emigrants  in  arms  agatnft  France, 
and  particularly  the  body  guards,  were  in  £e  pay  of  thf 
civil  lift;  <<  This  (re^ed  the  king,  in  the  firmeft  trae)  19 
<«  an  egregious  calumny;  for  I  have,  on  the  contrary, 
«  given  the  moft  exprefs  orders  to  M.  de  la  Porte,  that 
^<  none  (hould  receive  pay  but  thofe  who  were  able  to 
<♦  flicw  the  certificate  required  by  the  decree  of  laft  July 
'<  (1791).  I  am  certain  this  order  is  put  in  execution. 
**  It  was  propofed  to  me  to  make  an  exception  in  favour 
^^  of  the  gardes  du  eorps^  but  I  refufed/' 

Notwithftanding  this  order,  the  exiftence  of  which  can 
be  attefted:  by  many  deputies  to  whom  it  was  originally 
communicated,  and  which  muft  have  been  found  amopg 
the  papers  of  M.  de  Septeuil,  they  have  continued  to  give 
out  that  the  emigrated  gardes  du  corps  were  paid  by  the 
civil  lift:  and  this  is  affirmed  as  certain,  in  the  loth  and 
1  rth  pages  of  the  report  made  to  the  aflembly  at  the  fitting 
of  the  27th  of  September  laft.  The  reporter  was  not 
liwaie^  that  the  only  writings  cited  by  him  in  fupport  of  his 
gffertioh,.  cleady  demonftnits  its  falfchood*    The  firft  is  a 
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memorial  found  in  tbe  king's  writtng^ddk,  in  vHdi  M.  it 
Poix  propofed  the  paying  the  whole  corps  of  gardes  du  carps 
up  to  the  I  ft  of  January  I792«  If  the  king  had  approved 
this  propofaU  he  would  have  affixed  his  aflent  to  the  me- 
morial, and  feftt  it  to  the  intendant  of  the  civil  lift.  Thus 
from  the  circumftance  alone  of  this  memorial  being  found 
in  the  king's  writing- deik^  without  any  mark  of  his  appro- 
batioHt  is  a  complete  proof  that  the  payment  propofed  by 
M.  de  Poix  had  not  been  ordered  by  the  king.  As  to  thofe 
orders  of  payment  fisned  by  the  king  at  the  bottom  of  the 
general  lifts  of  the  lour  companies  of  his  guardst  it  is  fuf* 
ficient  to  compare  thofe  lilU  with  the  regifters  of  pay- 
ments, to  be  convinced  that  in  reality  only  thofe  oi  tbe 
gardes  du  corps ^  who  proved  their  refidence  acconfiog  to  the 
form  prefcribed  by  the  decree,  were  paid  \  and  that  if  the 
ordinance  lifts  contained  all  the  names^  it  proceeded  en- 
tirely from  an  ignorance  of  who  had  and  who  had  not 
emigrated.  For  the  fame  reafon,  the  miniften  of  war  and 
marine,  in  their  refpe&ive  departments,  regulated  inafimi- 
hr  manner  the  general  lifts  of  the  officers  of  die  diffiarent 
corps,  without  violating  the  decree  concemiag  the  certi- 
ficates of  refidence,  becaufe  its  execution  was  always  gua* 
ranteed  by  the  vigilance  and  perfonal  refponfibility  of  the 
treafurers,  conformably  to  the  regulations  of  this  decree. 
It  is  alfo  proved  by  a  letter  of  M.  de  Poix,  in  the  i6th 
page  of  the  thirteenth  colIe£bien  of  papers  found  in  tbe 
houfe^f  M.  de  la  Porte,  that  the  eaccution  of  thefe  orders 
for  payoMut  of  the  gardes  du  corps  was  fo  much  retarded, 
that  on  the  a  8th  of  laft  January  there  had  been  nothing 
paid  of  the  avreais^ue  for  the  firft  fix  months  of  1791. 

Were  I  nsiM'  to  cite  the  letters  written  by  the  kmg^  xa 
the  beginning  of  Oftober  I79r»  to  the  officers  of  the 
army  and  of  the  corps  of  marines,  to  induce  thofe  who 
had  left  the  kingdom  to  return,  and  to  retain  thofe  who 
had  intended  to  emigrate,  I.  ihould  undoubtedly  be  told, 
that  thefe  letters  being  the  works  of  the  minifters^no  con- 
c^uGou  could  be  drawn  from  them:  but  I  dedaxe^  that 
the  minute  written  to  the  officers  of  marine  remained  two 
days  in  the  king's  poiTeiEon,  who  with  his  own  hand  made 
many  corrections  in  it,  fome  in  the  mai^in,  others  inter- 
iined  }  and  this  minute,  with  many  other  important 
papers,  muft  have  been  found  in  a  red  port-folio^  which 
.the  commiffioners  of  the  committee  of  furveiUance  de  U 
eomrm*m  carried  away,  from  my  houfe  with  my  other  pa« 
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per 3.  7muft  prefame  that  this  writing  has  been  fup^ 
preiTed,  fince  there  is  no  mention  made  of  it  in  the  report 
made  to  the  aflembly  the  6th  of  this  month.  It  wouldy 
however,  be  of  the  more  importance  to  produce  this 
paper,  becaufe  the  correclions  in  it  being  the  king's  own^ 
the  free  and  pure  expreffion  of  his  fentiments  may  there 
be  found.  I  have  no  doubt,  therefore,  but  the  national 
convention  feels  the  neceffitjr  of  ordering  that  paper  to  be 
Icarched  for  and  produced. 

The  king  exprefsly  commanded  me  to  employ,  in  his 
name,  every  method  of  perfuafion  and  authority  to  prevent 
the  emigration  of  the  officers  of  marine ;  and  if  the  exe- 
cution of  this  order  had  not  all  the  foccefs  I  could  have  de« 
fired,  I  at  le;ift  ufed  every  exertion  in  my  power>  and  am 
not  afraid  on  this  point  to  call  upon  the  teilimony  of  the 
chief  clerks  of  my  office.  I  cannot  indeed  quote  many 
written  proofs,  but  (hall  mention  one  of  fufficient  weight  to 
render  any  other  unneceffary  from  «e. 

A  fuperior  officer  of  the  mod  diftinguilhed  merit,  haying 
been  forced  by  frequent  outrages  to  give  up  his  command^ 
came  to  Paris  laft  February  with  the  intention  of  leaving 
the  kingdom.  After  having  in  vaia  attempted  by  my  ad* 
vice  and  exhottations  to  diffuade  him  from  his  puqpofe^ 
I  mentioned  the  aflair  to  the  king,  who  authorifed  me  to 
fend  him  an  order,  couched  almoft  in  iimilar  terms  with 
the  old  letfns  de  cachet.    The  words  follow  : 

«  Sir, 
^*  Being  informed  that  your  knowledge  and  experience 
<<  enablie  you  to  give  imporjtant  information  concerning 
<<  the.  marine  fervice,  my  pleafure  is,  that  you  hold  yonr« 
*^  felf  in.readinefs  to  furniOi  the  minifter  of  that  depart* 
^<  men!  with  the  inforoiations  he  may  require  from  you. 
'<  On  this  4(CQimt  I  prohibit  you  from  leaving  Paris  until 
<*  further  ordfSr,  under  pain  ot  difobedience. 

(Signed)        «  Louis. 
(And  ttiidcr,)        «  De  Bertrand.** 

The  minutes  of  this  order,  addrefled  to  ^  de  Marigni, 
fliould  be  fotmd  in  my  office,  {burtau  des  (iffutirs^)  amongft 
the  minutes  of  the  month  of  February*  If  it  has  been  ac- 
cidentally withdrawn,  M.  de  Marigni,  who  has  not  left 
Paris,  will  produce  the  original. 

I  muft  here  declare,  that  amongft  the  officers  whom  I 

perfuaded  to  ftay  at  Paris  to  infure  their  not  leaving  the 
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kbgdomy  there  >yere  fome  unaUe  to  fuppott  themfelves) 
to  wl^pm  the  V^Qg  ordered  different  fame  of  money  to  be 

S*d»  fometimes  by  met  at  other  times  by  M.  de  U  Pore* 
e  l^fl:  which  was  lent  to  me  by  the  king  for  this  purpofe 
was  the  fum  of  12,000  tivrest  in  the  beginning  of  March 
1792-  If  the  national  convention  be  defirous  minutely 
to  examine  this  matter^  I  can  point  out  to  whom  the  money 
was  given. 

How  then  is  it  poflible  to  reconcile  the  reproaches  which 
arc  thrown  out  :^nft  the  ldng»  relative  to  the  emigrants, 
with  all  t^elc  faas^  ^one  of  which  can  be  difputed  r 

On  the  tteafons  and  con/piracies  in  which  it  is  pretended  the 
king  iad  ajbare* 

Thefe  names  certainly  cannot  \^  given  to  the  meafures^ 
always  weak  and  infufficientt  taken  for  the  perfonal  fecurity 
of  the  king  \  a^d  of  which  he  never  failed  to  prevent  the 
cSt&i  when  he  obferved  the  avowed  aflaflins  accompanied 
by  a  party  of  the  people;  bccaufe  while  furrounded  by 
them  he  ^as  M^^js  confident  that  he  had  no  danger  to 
fear.  W9  law,  him,  on  the  20th  of  June,  remove  from 
his  perfon  ihpk  fs^jthijul  fervants  who  were  ready  to  fpill 
the  U^  drop  ox  their  blood  in  his  defence^  and  prefent  him- 
felf,  accompanied  by  four  national  guards,  to  the  armed  muW 
titude  who.  bad  come  to  force  open  the  gates  of  the  palace. 

it  is  impof&ble  at  this  day  to  doubt  that  a  formidable 
confpiracy  was  formed  againft  the  court.  The  deputies 
Louvet  and  Barbaroux  arrived,  and  attefted  this  important 
faft  in  the  tribune,  in  the  fitting  of  the  30th  of  0£iober. 
^<  it  was  at  Charenton  (faid  they)  that  the  confpiracy 
<<  againft  the  court  was  fixed  to  be  executed,  on  the  29th 
**  of  ^uly,  but  which  did  not  take  place  until  the^oth  of 
•*  Auguft."^  (Moniteur  of  the  ift  of  November,  p.  12989 
col.  3.)  Tbt  king  having  been  informed  of  this,  did  un- 
doubtedly take  fome  precautions  to  defend  the  palkce  ftoni 
^he  impending  attack :  but  as  foon  as  he  knew,  from  tiic 
members  of  me  direfkory  of  the  department,  that  thou- 
fands  of.  the  citizens  and  national  guards  had  joined  the 
^onfpirators^  who  furrounded  the  paJ^ce,  he  did  nothefi* 
tate  todellver  himfeif  and  family  to  the  national  aflcmhly» 
leaving  ojrder^  fipr  the  Swifs  not  to  fire  *•    It  is  indeed  cer* 


•  When  the  kmg  had  determined  to  deliver  himrelf  op  to  the  i(ft> 
ttvnkiir^  br~^ok«  to  the  nwiiftsfs  and  others  who  wodc  arooad  liini 

<hef^ 
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taiiiy  thai:  the  gates  of  the  court  royal  were  Iforced  witKbut 

any  refiftance  on  ihe  part  of  the  Swils,.  who  did  riqt  fijw 

until  five  of  their  companions  had  been  maJTa^red  at  th^ 

bottom  of  the  great  ftairs.    The  events  pf  the  loth  o| 

Auguft  can^  no  more  than  thofe  of  the  20th  of  June,  lur«   > 

nifh  the  flighteft  caufe  of  accufation  againft  tne  king.    I^^ 

is  therefore   neceffary  to  look  for  proofs  in  his  condu£fc 

prior  to  thefe  periods^    But  it  is  Jmpoflible,  with  any  fliare! 

of  candour,  to  form  conclufions  againft  him  from  letters^ 

memorials,  or  plans,  addreiTed  tp  him,  and.  which  wore, 

found,  or  faid  to  be  found,  either  in  the  patace  or  the. 

houfe   of  M.  de  la  Porte.    .  If .  treafonabl^   or  .criminal 

writings  could  involve  the  perfons  to  whom  they  arc  ad- 

drefied,  the  lives  of  the  moil  innocent  and  moft  virtuous^ 

of  mankind  would  always  be  in  the  power  of  the  moft 

wicked.  , 

With  regard  to  the  numerous  writings,  the  imprelBons 

of  which  were  paid  out  of  the  civil  Y\%  and  which  are 

quoted  as  fo  many  proofs  of  treafon,  it  is  fufBcient  to  re«^ 

mark,  that  before  the  abolition  of  royalty,  the  anti-repub^' 

lican  writings  were  fo  much  the  lefs  reprehenfible,  that  at 

the  memorable  fitting  of  the  7th  of  July  laft,  the.aflembly. 

decreed  unanimoufly,  and  by  acclamation,  diat  thofe  who 

fiiould  propofe  a  republican  government,  or  the  efta()li{h* 

ment  01  two  chambers^  (hould  be  devoted  to  public  exe* 

cration.     The  violent  writers  on  both  fides  were  indeed 

equally  diftant  from  the  fplrit  and  principles  of  the  con«i^ 

thele  memorable,  though  too  little  known  words :  <<-Let  us  depart, 
**  gentlemen  s  there  is  nothing  for  us  to  do  here.**  This  was  cer* 
tainly  giving  the  deareli  and  raoft  pofitive  order  to  ftay  no  lopger  ^ 
the  palace,  (ince  nothing  was  to  be  done  theie.  And  if  this  order 
had  (as  it  ought)  been  officially  conveyed  to  the  Swifs  officers  and 
guards,  they  would  have  all  retired ;  the  entry  to  the  palace  would 
have  been  kft  open  \  and  though  perhaps  it  might  have  been  de- 
rooliibed,  yet  not  a  mufket  would  have  been  fired,  cr  a  drop  of  blood 
Aied.  Unfortunately  this  order  was  not  conveyed  to  the  Swifs^  ^tom 
tlience  it  followed,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  Swifs,  the  national 
guards,  and  all  thofe  who  had  repairied  to  the  palace  to  defend  th't 
king,  believed  he  was  only  anxious  about  his  pef  Ibnal  fafety,  krU 
complained  that  he  had  abandoned  themj  while,  on  the  odier,  ,th< 
people  believed  that  the  king,  at  his  departure,  had  ordered. the  refiiU 
ance  and  firiiig  which  happened.  Such  is  the  origin  of  the  fufpiciottf 
and  clamours  againft  the  pretended  treafons  of  the  king,  and  the 
confpiracies  of  the  coutt*  Xbefe  details  are  corroborated  by  fo  many 
ocular  witttcffes,  that  it  is  impoilt)>Ie  I  cap  ever  call  jtheir  truth  in 
c^ucftion.  They  prove  that  the  reproaches  againft  the  king  are  not 
better  founded  on  one  fide  than  on  the  other* 

GQ3  ftitution. 


454 


APPENDIS;    NcS. 

ftitutiott  I  ttd  tlieir  inoeodiary  pfoduAunis  fopporiod  and 
fliaintatned  l^e  agitation  of  the  people.  It  was  incambent 
on  the  kinff  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  ferious  incoa- 
tenienees  iraieh  muft  have  refulted  from  hence.  Obliged 
hf  his  oath  to  maintain  the  conilitution  by  every  poffible 
nieans,  his  authority  and  his  duty  prompted  him  to  cboofe 
ts  one  of  thofe  meahs,  fiht  inftruAing  of  the  people  by 
pi^ent  conftitutiona]  writings,  which  might  operate  as 
antidotes  to  the  dangerous  pamphlets  daily  publifhed.  It 
Sif  however  eertab,  that  both  my  colleagues  and  myfelf 
confidered  it  as  out  d  ^^  to  gire  this  advice  to  the  king,  and 
tcccfdingly  ve  did  often  give  it.  Thus  it  is  very  poi&ble 
iUch  an  order  was  riven  to  the  intendant  of  the  civil  lift. 
As  to  the  method  m  which  it  was  executed,  every  body 
moft  be  fenfible  the  king  could  not  poflibly  enter  into  all 
the  detail  of  the  bufinefs.  Befides,  it  is  an  eftabH£bed 
principle,  that  the  moft  culpable  execution  of  a  lawful 
order  can  never  involve  the  perfon  wbo  gives  that  order, 
but  only  him  who  executes  i^.  An  order  to  diftributc 
prudent  and  conditutibnal  vrritings  was  certainly  legal. 
The  king  had  the  right  of  giving  fuch  an  order,  and  be 
afluredl]f  gave  no  other.  But  the  following  h(ks  perfonally 
concern  the  king,  and  from  them  we  can  judge  of  hi$ 
tt\ic  fentiments. 

FiiLST  Fact. 

I  {hewed  the  greateil  reluctance  to  accept  the  miniitrf, 
and  I  cannot  deny  that  my  principal  reafon  for  this  reluc- 
tance was  my  uncertainty  of  the  real  fentiments  of  the  king 
relative  to  the  conftitution.  He  was  informed  of  this ; 
and  when  I  was  prefented  to  him  on  the  ^d  of  October, 
by  the  minifter  of  the  home  department,  he  addrefied  me 
in  his  prefence,  in  the  yery  wprds  which  follow  : 

<<  I  knew  your  uneafmefs,  and  do  not  blame  your  defiring 
y  to  know  now  it  is  expe£led  that  you  (hould  condu^ 
^*  yourfclf.  I  now  inform  you,  that  I  do  not  pretend  to 
^*  confide^  the  cpnftitution  a^  unexceptionable.  I  am  even 
!'  convinced,  that  had  i^ot  the  affembly  prohibited  the 
<<  receiving  my  pbfemations,  it  would  have  adopted  the 
^  principal  alterations  which  I  would  have  propofed.  But 
**  that  is  now  over.  I  have  accepted  the  couftitution  in 
!'  its  prefent  form^  The  general  opinion  is  in  its  favour  i 
V  we  can,  therefore,  no  longer  think  4^  changes  until  ex- 
^f  perience  (hall  make  us  feel  Af  ne^ffity  of  them ;  for 

•'  force 
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'*  force  can  do  nothing  againft  opinion.  The  fuQcefs  of 
*'  thia  experience  depends  upon  the  fidelity  with  which 
*'  the  conftitution  is  carried  into  execution';  and  i(  is  my 
^'  intention  to  execute  it  as  completely  and  as  well  as 
<<  po(Iible»  Such,  then^  is  the  line  of  condu^  I  have 
<'  marked  out  for  fnjfelf^  and  I  require  my  minifters  not 
*^  to  depart  from  it.  If  the  mean$  for  carrying  it  into 
**  execution  may  appear  infufBcient,  or  if  they  experience 
^  embarmflineots,  let  them  appeal  to  the  aflembly.'^ 

The  queeOt  to  whom  I  was  prefented  the  fame  day^ 
Ipoke  to  the  fame  purpofe;  and  concluded  withfaying^ 
^<  Ohferve  the  plan  jthe  king  has  adopted ;  I  think  it  is 
'^  the  only  reafonable  one,  and  hope  you  will  not  make 
*«  him  change  it.** 

I  affirm  this  faA  upon  my  honour  and  confcience,  and  > 
will  fupport  the  affirmation  with  my  oath,  which  I  offer, 
to  renew  before  whatever  pcrfon,  and  in  whatever  forni 
the  aflembly  ihall  think  proper  to  prefcribe.     Upon  my 
return  home,  I  immediately  made  a  memorandum  of  what 
the  king  and  queen  had  faid.    The  memorandum  dated 
the  3d  of  0£tober,  was  in  the  fame  red  port-folio  which . 
the  commiflioners  of  the  committee  de  jfurveillance  de  la 
commune  carried  away.     If  the  national  convention  think 
proper  to  order  that  it  ihould  be  fearched  for,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  have  it  laid  before  them. 

Second  Fact. 

Towards  the  end  of  December  lad,  or  the  beginning  of. 
January,  an  old  officer,  retired  from  the  fervice,  came  to 
confult  mtf  at  the  office  of  marine,  upon  a  propofal  which 
had  been  made  to  him  the  evening  before,  to  enter  into  an. 
afiR)ciation  with  fome  gentlemen  to  efcort  the  king,  who 
intended,  as  they  faid^  foon  to  leave  the  kingdom.  The 
perfon  who  made  this  propofal  to  him^  introduced  himfelf 
at  his  houfe  under  the  title  of  a  marechal-d^-camp,  and 
gave  him  twenty-four  hours  to  refle£l  on  the  fubje^.  I 
advifed  the  perfon  who  gave  me  this  information  to  (hew 
a  difpofition  to  join  the  aflbciation,  provided  they  would 
explain  to  him  the  whole  of  their  plan,  their  means  of 
executing  it,  and  inform  him  of  the  perfons  who  were 
engaged  in  it.  I  exprefsly  enjoined  him  to  forget  nothing 
they  might  tell  him,  and  particularly  to  make  himfelf  ac- 
quainted with  the  name  and  refidence  of  this  marechal-de- 
camp.    He  promifed  foon  to  acquaint  me  with  the  refult 

CG4  -  of 


of  lus  fecond  converfadon.  He  accordbgljr  giVe  trie,  Ithe, 
very  next  day,  a  detached  account  of  what  pafled.  I  tobk 
an  exziEt  memorandum  of  it,  whidh  I  read  the  fame  night 
at  the  council.  The  king  was  full  of  indignation,  anci* 
ordered  the  miniffer  of  the  home  department  immediately ' 
to  denounce  the  afibciation  to  the  directory  of  the  depratt-] 
ment,  and  to  enjoin  him  to  make  every  poflible  fearch. 
after  this  pretended  marechal-de-camp>  to  watch  him  nar- 
rowly, and  even  to  feize  his  perfon,  if  there  fhould  t>e 
cx:cafion.  As  this  letter  was  iutlantly  Written  by  M.  Ca-- 
hier  de  Gerville,  and  fent  dired;ly  after'  the  council^  it  is 
poflible  that  he  did  not  keep  a  memorandum  of  it  i  but  the 
original  may  be  eaiily  found  among  the  papers  of  the  di- 
reftory  of  the  department.  The  inquiries  ordered  by  the 
king  were  carefully  made.  They  rfifcovered  the  ufual 
refidence  of  this  man,  but  he  had  concealed  himfelf  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  not  poflible  to  feize  him.  It 
appeared,  moreover,  by  the  accdunts  obtained  at  the  police 
ofiice  concerning  him,  that  he  was  a  wort1ile{s,  wrong- 
headed  fellow.  But  whatever  ttuth  there  is  in  this,  the 
condu£i  of  the  king  in  this  affair  proves^  at  l<?aft,  that  he' 
did  not  favour  aflbciations  formed  under  pretence  of  con-? 
fulting  his  perfonal  fafety. 

THnm  Fact. 

In  January  lafl:,  M.,  Caliier  de  GerviIIe,  reading  in  the 
council  a  rough  draught  of  a  proclamation,  the  kJng  inter** 
rupted  him  at  the  cxpreflion  **  t/je  love  of  my  peopTe/*  and, 
defired  him  to  corred  it  by  inferting  the  wOtds  *^  the 
«^  love  of  the  French  people.  I  can  no  longer,"  added  he,* 
with  emotion,  and  his  eyes  fwellcd  wilh  tears,  "  I  can  no 
f  longer  fay  my  people :  but  they  cannot  prevent  that 
*^  from  being  the  exprcfGon  of  my  heart." 

This  interefting  faflt  can  be  attefted  by  the  minifters 
who  then  compofed  the  council  \  and  I  reqbire  all  thofe 
who  have  been  in  it,  either  before  or  fmfct,  to  declare 
whether  they  did  not  obferve,  in  many  ihftances,  that  ode 
of  the  mod  prevailing  fentiments  with  the  king,  was  that 
of  a  mofl:  tender  znA  afFeftibnate  attachment  to  the  French 
people.  It  is  not  yet  forgotten,  that  on  the  day  of  his 
arrival  from  Varcnnes,  one  of  the  ptincipal  officers  of  his 
houfehold,  exprefling  his  regret  at  the  ill  fuccefs  of  that 
expedition,  and  particularly  at  the  increafe  of  credit  and 
power  which  it  would  give  tb  the  afiembly,  the  king  initne- 

diately 
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diatcljr  made  this  remarkable  anfwer,  "  So  much  the 
«*  better,  a  thoufand  riihes;  fo  much  the  better,  provided: 
«'   it  conduces  to  the  Wppinefs  of  iny  people/' 

Fourth  Fact. 

At  the  fitting  of  the  6ih  of  this  month,  the*  fepdrt^if 
F'a/aze  read  a  note  fotind  in  my  houfe,  concerning  a  new 
order  of  knighthood,  called  that  of  the  queens  and  in 
order  to  give  this  writing  (which  juftly  excited  the  riG*» 
bility  of  the  aflemUy)  more  tmportfmee,  he  faid  it  was 
found  in  my  port-folio.  The  reporter  Valaze  is  miftaken ;.  ' 
and  if  the  aflembly  will  order  the  verbal  procefs,  which 
took  place  at  the  examination  of  my  papers,  to  be  looked 
into,  it  will  appear  that  this  writing  was  not  found  in  any 
of  my  port-folios,  but  in  a  different  place,  which  I  (hall 
not  name.  It  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  riead  it^ 
had  th'ej  hot  fe{)arated  it  froin  a  letter  w'Wcb  was  iiifelbfed 
undef  the  hme  feaU  This  lefifer,^  dacted  the  beginning  of 
September  or  0£iober  i7S^o,  was  neatly  in  the  {blk)>K^ng 
terms : 

**  I,  fend  you  the  note  which  I  mentioned  the  day 
**  before  yeftcrday.  I  muft  forewarn  you,  that  I  had  it 
<5  from  one  whofe  fancy  is  a  little  exalted }  fo  you  majr 
**  believe  what  you  pleafe  of  it." 

The  place  in  which  it  was  Iburid  proves  that  I  had 
formed  the  fame  judgment  concerning  it  with  the  na» 
tional  convention. 

The  members  of  the  committee  dg  Surveillance  de  la 
commune^  who  fpent  nine  hours  in  examining  thefe  papers, 
found  alfo  a  lift  of  an  Audriah  committee,  compofed  of 
about  thirty  fi£litiou8  names.  They  were  eager  to  fcizc 
that  writing,  which  they  at  firft  confidered  as  a  moft  im- 
portant difcovery.  Fortunately,  however,  the  key  to  thofe 
names  was  written  in  the  fecond  column  of  the  fame  page^ 
and  contained  the  names  of  Wf.  M.  S'yeyes,  Condprcet, 
BiifTot,  Robefpierre,  &c.  &c.  'B^ut  had  this  key  beeii 
Written  upon  a  difierent  fheet,  and  could  they  have  as 
eaGIy  feparated  it  from  this  lift  is  they  did  the  note  con- 
cerning the  order  of  Chevalier  de  la  Reine,  from  th^  letter  . 
above  mentioned,  they  might  then  havd  ehiployed  the  lift' 
as  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  exiftence  of  an  Aufttiati  corn* 
mittec. 

Such  then  are  the  fa£):s  whicfi  I  thought  it  iocumbenf 
on  me  to  ihake  known  to  the  aflfeiiibiy.    Theif  accuracy 
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wsU  be  caabHOied  b^  the  proofs  which  I  cite,  wUcb  can 
be  Tcrified  by  the  witnefles  whom  I  point  out.  I  IhoaJd 
have  had  a  much  greater  number  to  prefent,  if  the  cata- 
ftrophe  of  the  month  of  September  had  not  driven  from 
France,  or  deftroyed>  the  perfons  who  could  have  attcfted 
die  truth. 

(Signed)        De  Bertrand. 


No.  III. 

Denunciation  of  Prevarications  committed  in  the  Trial 
of  Louis  XVI.  addrejfed  to  the  National  Con- 
vention, by  M.  Bert&and  i>e  Mox.bville, 
Mimfter  of  State  in  France. 

M.  Prefident, 

T  DENOUNCE  to  thc  national  conventioil,  to  the  people  of 
^  France,  and  to  all  Europe,  the  odious  prevarications 
which  have  taken  pbce  in  the  trial  of  Louis  XVL  of 
which  I  fliall  here  point  out  the  proofs,  in  order  to  have 
juflice  adminiftered  againft  the  guilty. 

In  the  courfe  of  laft  month,  I  fent  papers  for  the  defence 
of  Louis  XVL  to  the  garde  du  feeau^^  with  formal  requifi- 
tion  to  have  them  delivered  to  tiie  king,  t  thought  that 
the  fureft  means  of  having  them  conveyed  to  their  facred 
deflination,  was  to  addrefs  them  to  that  minifter  of  juf- 
tice.  I  accordingly  wrote  the  following  letter  to  him: 
«  Sir, 

<'  As  it  is  one  of  the  mod  facred  duties  of  a  minifter  of 
<'  juftice  toproteA  thofe  who  are  under  accufation,  and  to 
<*  fecure  to  them  every  means  of  clearing  their  innocence, 
*'  I  addrefs  tbefe  papors  to  you,  folemnly  rec^uefting  that 
<<  they  may  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Louts  XVL 
<<  As  the  king's  ancient  minifter,  I  feel  not  only  audio* 
<'  rized,  but  obliged  in  dutv  to  point  out  thofe  circuffl'* 
<*  ftances  during  my  admininration,  that  tend  to  overfet 
<*  the  principal  articles  of  the  accufation  brouffht  againft 
^}  him.    Such  is  the  objeft  of  my  demand  \  and  you  muft 

«  be 
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<<  be  fenfible,  Sir,  that  you  cannot  rejeft  it,  without  (hew« 
<'  ing  yourfelf  the  accomplice  of  one  of  the  moil  atrocious 
'*  crimes  of  which  the^e  is  any  example.'^ 

A  few  days  afterwards,  1  fent  under  cover  to  the  fame 
minifter  a  packet  for  M.  de  Maleflierbes,  intitled,  ^*  Papers 
**  for  the  juftification  of  Louis  XVI."  I  wrote  at  the 
fame  time  to  advertife  M.  de  Maleflierbes  of  my  fending 
them  as  above  mentioned  to  the  garde  dt^ffeau^  and  requir- 
ing that  he  ihould  afk  theni  from  that  minifter. 

I  am  this  day  informed,  that  when,  in  confequence  of 
that  letter,  M.  de  Maleflierbes  went  himfelf  to  claim  thefe 
packets,  he  was  anfwered  by  the  minlder  of  judice,  that,  on 
finding  they  contained  papers  for  the  judification  of 
Louis  XVL  he  had  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  fend  them 
to  the  national  convention. 

I  muft  obferve  here,  that  the  condu£);  of  the  minifter  of 
juftice  upon  this  occafion  is  of  a  piece  with  the  barbarous 
pra,£%ice  of  the  keepers  and  jailors  of  i^rlfons  under  the 
ancient  government,  in  fending  all  letters  or  papers  ad* 
dreffed  to  the  prifoner,  .to  the  magiftrate  fuperintcnding 
the  prifons.  There  was  then,  however, '  one  fure  means 
of  having  letters,  &c.  remitted  to  the  prifoner,  namely,  by 
addrefling  tliem  dtref^Iy  to  that  magiftrate.  Neverthelefs 
the  cotiilituent  aflembly,  juftly  indignant  at  the  flownefs 
of  this  means,  and  the  inhumanity  of  thefe  precautions, 
formally  aboliOied  this  tpuftom  by  the  new  criminal  code.  It 
decreed^  that  the  prifoner  (hould  not  only  receive  all  papers 
and  memorials  which  might  aflift  in  their  defence,  but  that 
a  copy  of  their  indi£lment,  and  of  the  procedure,  fliould 
be  given  them  in  twenty-four  hours  after  it  was  demanded, 
either  by  themfelves  or  their  counfel.  But  when  I  fo* 
lemnly  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  minifter  fpecially  appointed 
to  maintain  the  execution  of  this  law,  he  does  not  fcruple 
to  infringe  it,  under  pretence  that  he  has  no  communica* 
tion  with  the  prifoner. 

If  fuch  a  pretext  is  admitted,  every  law  made  for  the  pro*, 
tefkion  of  the  accufed  may  be  equally  violated  by  his  judges 
thcnjfelves,  as  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  has  any  com- 
xxiunication  with  the  prifoner. 

The  condud  of  the  minifter  of  juftice  is  ftill  more  un- 
juftifiablc  with  regard  to  M.  de  Maleflierbes.  Could  he 
poflibly  imagine  it  was  his  duty  to  deprive  the  defender  of 
Louis  XVI.  of  papers  fent  for  his  client's  juftification  ? 
So  that  the  fuperfcription  which  I  wrote  upon  th?  pac^ett 


as  a  fecuTity  for  its  being  delivered^  was  exa£Uy  what  de- 
termined the  miniftcr  of  juftice  not  only  to  keep  it  up  from 
M.  de  Maleflierbes,  but  to  fend  it  to  the  /cry  committee 
which  conducted  the  procefs  againft  the  king. 

Could  we  fuppofe  a  legal  court  of  aiTaflins,  what  con- 
An(k  could  more  naturally  be  expeded  from  the  principal 
agent  of  fuch  a  court,  than  to  deliver  the  papers  tranfmitted 
to  him  for  the  defence  of  the  accufed^  into  the  hands  of 
the  accufers  ? 

I  fubmit  the  above  confiderattons  to  the  juftice  of  the 
national  convention^  and  (hail  proceed  in  my  ftatemeht  of 
fafts. 

M.  de  Maleflierbes  went  to  the  committee,  and  <jaimed 
the  packets.  He  found  that  both  had  been  opened ;  they 
contained  printed  and  written  papers.  The  printed  pa- 
pers were  delivered  to  him  j  but  he  was  informed  that  he 
could  not  have  the  others  without  an  order  from  the  con- 
vention. A  member  of  the  committee  went  with  the  pa- 
pers to  the  convention  to  demand'  this  order.  He  te* 
turned,  and  told  M.  de  Maleflierbes,  that,  upon  his  de- 
mand, the  aflembly  had  pafled  to  the  order  of  the  day. 
The  member  did  not  bring  back  the  papers,  he  left  them 
on  the  bureau. 

M.  de  Maleflierbes  afked  what  means  he  could  take  to 
obtain  thefe  papers?  The  members  of  the  committee 
looked  at  each  other,  but  nobody  anfwered  him. 

,  The  ftriking  injuftice  of  refuGng  to  allow  M.  de  Male- 
iherbes  fo  much  as  to  read  thofe  papers,  muft  be  imputed 
^o  the  ignorance  or  guilt  of  fome  inferior  agent  of  the 
Committee ;  for  certainly  none  of  its  members  would  have 
Been  acceflbry  to  fuch  illegal  conduct. 

I  am  equally  convinced  that  the  aflembly  would  not  have 
pafled  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on  the  demand  of  M.  de 
Maleflierbes,  had  the  nature  of  the  requeil  been  clearly 
reprcfented.  The  faft  however  is,  that  thofe  intruft:ed 
with  thQ  king's  defence  were  obliged  to  make  it  without 
the  afliftance  of  thefe  papers.  Unfortunately  they  were 
not  the  oiily  papers  which  were  kept  up  j  for  it  is  known, 
that  when  the  papers  in  the  king's  cabinet  were  feized  and 
carried  away,  none  of  the  formalities  which  the  law  exa£^Sj^ 
and  the  particulars  can  loudly  called  for,  were  ufed  to 
prevent  fubtraCtibn,  alteration,  or  fubftitution ;  of  courfe 
libne  of  thofe  papers  can,  with  the  lead  colour  of  law  or 
Juftice^  be  produced  againft  the  king^  yet  they  are  pro- 
duced 
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daced  and  urged  againft  hini)  as  if  all  thofe  formalities 

had  been  obferv^d ;  and  befidesi  a  coUe£kion,  falfelj  called 

complete,  of  the  papers  found  in  his  majefty's  cabinet,  was, 

by  orders  of  the  ppmmitcee,  printed,  and  profufely  diftri* 

bated  over  the  kingdom ;  but  this  collection,  fo  far  from 

being  complete,  confifted  only  of  fuch  papers  as  admitted 

of  malignant  interpretations,  which  were  with  much  afli- 

duitj  giveni  to  them,  enforced  and  illuftrated  by  calumnious 

notes.    It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  authors  of  thefe  notes 

are  not  of  the  number  of  the  king's  judges,  no  more  than 

thofe  deputies  who  have  betrayed  fuch  a  thlrft  for  the  king's 

blood,  that  they  have  anticipated  their  votes  for  his  death 

by  printing  and  publiihing  their  opinions.     According  to 

the  laws  of  all  ciyilifed  countries,  a  judge  who  condemns 

a  perfon  accufed,  without  having  heard  his  defence,  thereby 

loies  the  right  of  finally  judging  him,  and  is  cpofidered  as 

on  the  fame  footing  with  the  accufers.     Were  it  poflible  to 

fuppofe  that  this  law  could  be  violated  in  the  cafe  of 

JLouis  XVI.   the  French   nation,   fired  with  indignation 

againft  fuch  flagrant  injuftice,  would  undoubtedly  rife  like 

one  man,,  and  pour  vengeance  on  the  bafe  infringers  of 

a  principle  fo  felf- evident  and  facred.     Trufting  to  the 

juftice  of  the  national  convention,  I  demand  that  the  pa* 

pers  for  the  juftification  of  Louis  XVL  which  I  fend  under 

i:over  to  the  minifter  of  juftice,  may  be  remitted  to  the 

king's  defenders  \   and  as  to  the  papers  found  in  the  king's 

cabinet,  but  which  the  authors  of  the  printed  coilefbion 

thought  it  expedient  to  fupprefs,  I  can,  from  my  own  cer* 

tain  knowlodge,  only  point  out  the  following : 

I  ft,  A  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  king  from  three  deputieii 
of  the  legiflative  aflembly,  of  great  influence,  dated  in  the 
month  of  July  laft.  This  letter  contained  a  predidion  of 
the  loth  of  Auguft ;  and  the  recall  of  Servan,  Claviere, 
and  Roland,  was  propofed  as  the  only  means  of  preventing 
that  cat^ftrophe.  As  I  faw  the  king  ia  public  only  after 
my  retreat  from  the  miniftry,  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
reading  the  letter  myfelf,  but  I  was  informed  of  its  con* 
tents  by  perfons  who  have  read  it.  I  fhall  name  thefe 
perfons,  and  likewife  the  deputies,  as  foon  as  the  proofs 
(hall  be  taken  into  confideration,  and  the  wLtnefles  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  king  are  to^  be  heard,  according  to  the  indif* 
penfable  form  in  all  criminal  caufes. 

Tbf  letter  of  thofe  three  deputies  may  at  leaft  ferve  to 
prove,  t'hat  the  torrents  of  blood  ihed  on  the  loth  of  Au« 

guft 


<<  Capet)  that  la  Fayette,  a  fa?oimte,  in  tuetj/ef^^  tie 
^  worJ^f  of  the  wid6w  Capet,  and  Baillj,  then  maypr^ 
^<  were  prefent  at  the  flight  from  the  palace  of  the  Thuil^i- 
««  krtes;  and  that  they  favoured  it  with  all  their  power.*' 
It  is  fstlfe,  that  I  was  at  the  Thuilleries  on  the  day  of  th^ 
20th  of  Jane.  It  is  faife,  that  1  in  any  manner  facilitated 
the  flight  of  liQuis's  family.  It  is  true,  on  the  contrary, 
that  I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

Upon  being  informed  of  the  declaration  made  by  young 
Louis  and  his  fifter,  I  requeued  the  prefident  of  the  trir 
bunal  to  demand  of  the  accufed,  ift,  At  what  hovrfhe 
and  Louis  left  the  Thuilleries  on  the  20th  of  June  ?  2dly» 
If  I  were  prefent  ?  The  prefident  replied,  that  the  accufed 
had  in  her  examination  anticipated  my  queftions,  by  de- 
claringi  ift,  That  they  had  fet  oflF  between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock  at  night ;  and  2dly,  That  1  was  not  prefent. 
Thus  the  teftimony  of  the  mother  overthrew  that  of  the 
children. 

For  feveral  months  it  had  been  rumoured,  that  the 
^ight  of  Louis  was  at  hand.  I  had  conftantly  tranfmitted 
to  the  committee  of  refearch  all  the  information  that  I  re^ 
ceived.  Thefe  rumours  were  renewed  on  the  19th  and 
20th.  I  had  been  for  feventeen  days  ill  of  a  quinfey^ 
from  which  1  Was  beginning  to  recover.  On  the  evei:iing 
of  Monday  I  received  freih  information,  which  induced 
me  to  fend  for  three  of  the  neareft  municipal  officers  to 
my  houf^,  that  I  might  not  have  to  decide  alo^e  on  the 
exigencies  of  the  moment* 

I  fent  for  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  national 
guards  \  and  in  the  meanwhile  dreflfed  myfelf  at  all  events;,. 
The  citizen  Cochon  de  TApparent,  at  that  tipfie  member 
of  the  conftituent  aflembly  and  of  the  committee  of  re* 
iearchy  came  to  communicate  to  me  what  he  knew :  h^ 
was  witneft  to  what  paffed  ^t  my  houfj^,  and  can  give 
te&lmony  of  my  condufi.  Upon  the  aji^ival  of  the  coa»^ 
mander  in  chief,  we  communicated  tq  him  the  informatioQ 
which  we  had  received,  and  the  app^eh^on  ^hich  w^ 

^  A^y  oire  would  conclude  from  this  cx^reilii^i^  that  la  Fay:et|^ 
v^as  very  iiiuch  in  the  aueen*8  good  graces.  $he  could  not  endure 
him,  and  often  ufed  to  fay  to  her  friends,  **  Mtift  I  always  have  that 
**  coxcomb  before  my  eyes  r*  I  have  this  aneed^le  from  perfims  of 
veracity.  Recourfe  was  had  to  k  Fayettft  Dni|^  b«pa«fe  ho  was  coni« 
mander  of  the  natiosuj  guaf fl,  and  might  havs  di^oilf^tsf)  thfic  fioor 

jcas- 

i  '  bad 
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had  ciUcrtaincd.  Wc  reminded  him  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  guard  the  Thuilleiics.  He  anfwcred,  that  he  was  going 
to  the  palace ;  that  he  would  give  the  ftridiefl:  orders;  and 
that,  though  he  thought  the  fuppofed  projeft  very  im- 
probable, he  would  take  care  to  prevent  the  poffibility  of 
its  execution.  La  Fayette  went  in  fa£l  to  the  palace,  and 
returned  a  little  after  twelve  o'clock  to  my  houfe.  He 
aflured  us  that  all  the  gates  were  faft  j  and  that  he  had 
himfelf  renewed  the  watch- word  at  all  the  entrances  ;  he 
added  (an  exprei&on  which  I  very  well  remember),  that  a 
xnoufe  could  not  get  out  of  the,  palace.  He  further  faid, 
that  Gouvxon,  the  major-general,  would  pafs  the  night  at 
the  gate  of  Villequier.  Thefe  are  the  fafts  which  are  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  perfons  before-mentioned ;  befides 
M^hich,  the  fteward  and  porter  of  the  hpufe,  Jean  Baptifte 
^ouflbn,  my  prefent  fervant,  my  former  coachman  (named 
'  Sellanger),  Francois  the  infpe£tor  of  the  lights,  and  all 
thole  who  were  m  my  fcrvicc  on  the  i2oth  of  June,  cari 
atteft  that  I  did  not  leave  my  houfe  on  that  day. 

Liouis  and  his  family,  it  is  well  known,  travelled  with  a 
pafTport  given  by  Montmorin,  for  a  perfon  named,  if  I 
recolleft  right,  the  baronefs  de  KrofF.  Some  days  before 
the  flight  in  looking  over  my  letters,  I  found  that  M.  Si- 
molin,  the  Ruflian  ambafTador,  had  applied  to  me  for  a 
paflport  for  the  baronefs  de  KrofF.  I  had  fome  pafTportt 
ready  figned,  which  were  delivered  to  me  by  the  minifter. 
After  a  moment's  refledion,  I  faid,  •'  But  why  does  the 
<*  Rufiian  ambafTador  defire  a  paiTport  for  a  foreigner  ? 
•*  He  ought  to  apply  to  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs," 
I  referred  him,  therefore,  to  that  minifter,  and  thus  ef- 
caped,  by  good  fortune,  the  fnare  which  was  laid  for  me. 
IMontmorin^  it  is  known,  declared  that  he^ave  two  paff- 
ports,  on  an  affurance  that  the  firft  was  burnt. 

.  It  is,  therefore,  falfe  that  I  was  prefent  at  the  flight  of 
Louis,  and  that  I  favoured  with  all  my  power  the  liberti- 
cide  projeft.  It  is,  on  the  contrary,  mofl  indifputable, 
that  I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

I  was  interrogated  refpefting  certain  private  meetings 
faid  to  have  been  held  at  the  Thuilleries,  and  compofcd, 
as  it  was  aflerted,  of  intriguers  and  members  of  the  con- 
ftituent  aflembly,  Mirabeau,  Barnave,  Lamcth,  &c.  :  it 
fecmed  that  I  was  fuppofed  to  have  affiftcd  at  them.  I 
affirm  that  I  never  had  any  knowledge  of  fuch  meetings  \  • 
that  I  never  afliftcd  at  them  ;  that  I  never  was  connefted 
.  TOL.  II.  H  H  with 
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with  any  of  thofc  who  were  conGdered  as  party-Ieideri^ 
fuch  as  Mlrabeao,  Barnave,  and  the  two  Lameths  \  thac 
my  connexions  with  la  Fayette  neceflarily  refulted  from 
the  mutual  relation  of  our  oflBces;  that  the  confidence 
which  I  had  in  him,  efpecially  during  the  firft  year^  was 
di£bted  by  the  whole  nation  ;  but  that  thofe  connexions 
were  only  official,  and  that  I  never  poficiTed  his  peculiar 
confidence* 

It  was  aflerted  that  fome  of  their  meetings  were  held  at 
la  Rochefoucault's.  I  anfweredi  that  I  knew  fevctal  dc^ 
puties,  and  amongft  others  la  Fayette,  often  met  in  the 
evening  at  the  houfe  of  la  Rochefoiicattk  j  but  that  I  wa« 
never  there  piyfelf* 

The  unfortunate  day  of  the  Champ  de  Mars  was  men- 
tioned ;  and  it  was  termed  a  confpiracy  to  aflaiEnate  the 
true  patriots.  The  national  afiembly  being  informed  that 
mobs  were  collecting  to  refiil  the  decree  pafled  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  and  judging  chat  every  appearance  of  re- 
finance againft  the  law  was  criminal,  ordered  the  depart- 
ment and  the  municipality  to  redrain  thofe  mobs  by  all 
tbe  means  with  which  the  conftitution  had  invefted  them* 
The  official  accounts,  which  are  preferved  among  the  ar- 
chives of  the  national  affembly,  and  of  the  municipality^ 
prove  that  the  municipal  body  had  in  the  morning  em«- 
ployed  all  the  means  of  perfuafion  to  difperfe  the  multi- 
tude. 

When  the  municipality  in  a  body  afterwards  entered  the 
Champ  de  k  Federation,  every  one  knows  the  magiftrates 
had  not  time  to  make  the  fummonfes  prefcribed  by  the 
law ;  but  that  the  municipality  and  the  national  guard 
were  afiailed  with  a  fhower  of  flones ;.  that  one  of  the 
rioters  fired  a  piflol*(hot  againft  the  municipality;  and 
that  the  ball,  after  paffing  by  me,  ftruck  the  thigh  of  a 
dragoon  of  the  troops  of  the  line  who  had  joined  the  nat- 
tipnal  guards,  and  who  afterwards  died  of  the  wound. 

It  has  been  faid  that  the  authors  of  thefe  diforders,  and 
of  this  murder,  were  not  at  all  connedled  with  the  citisens 
aflembled  round  the  altar  of  their  country.  But,  in  faA^ 
the  national  guard  oply  fired  upon  the  bank  from  whence 
the  ftones  and  the  piflol-fbots  had  proceeded.  It  is  addedf 
that  the  men  who  occupied  this  bank  had  been  fent  by  la 
Fayette  and  me.  This  accufation  is  without  proof ; .  and 
it  is  abfolutely  falfe.  I  make  this  affirmation  as  far  as 
regards  myfelf.  It  is^  moreover,  eyident  that  if  thefe  mea 
8  ,  had 


APPENi)iX,    No.iV.        ^  46f 

had"*  been  our  agents  they  would  doubtlefs  have  avoided 
firing  on  me  or  on  the  municipality. 

But  it  is  faid,  la  Faye'ttc  was  reconciled,  in  June  I79i» 
with  Lameth  and  the  others,  and  they  altogether  plotted 
the  dbwnfal  of  libeft/.     I  know  not  what  plots  may  have  V 

been  formed  by  men  with  whom  I  never  had  any  connec- 
tion. I  remarked  indeed  that  reconciliation,  and  I  was 
furprifed  at  it ;  but  it  cannot  be  faid  that  I  wsis  reconciled 
with  'the  Lamethsj  finee  I  had  neither  any  quarrel  or  con- 
nexion with  them.  1.  do  not  recolleft  that  I  have  fpoken 
With  either  of  them  for  two  minutes  together  fincc  the 
revolution.  I  have  never  had  a  continued  intcrcourfe 
with  any  of  th^  deputies,  unlcfs  it  was  what  the^affairs  of 
the  city  gave  me  in  the  difFerent  committees.  If  la  Fayette 
engaged  in.  any  intrigues,  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
my  patriotifm  to  make  me  his  confidant. 

With  regard  to  my  connexions  with  the  court,  a  cir- 
ciimftance  wHich  fully  proves  my  innocence,  is,  that 
afnong  the  numerous  papers  belonging  to  Louis;  which 
were  found  both  at  the  houfe  of  la  Porte  and  in  the  iron 
clofet,  papers  in  which  a  great  number  of  perfons  are  im- 
plicated in  affairs  more  or  lefs  culpable,  there  is  not  one 
Which  can  draw  on  me  the  fmalleft  reproach.  What  is 
more,  I  am  named  in  fbme  of  thofe  papers,  but  it  is  as  an 
enemy.  Some  attack  me  by  farcafm,  and  endeavour  to 
place  me  in  a  ridiculous  point  of  view  (fee  Gazette's 
letters) ;  others,  fuch  as  Talon,  fay,  "  Sire,  if  you  make 
**  fuch  facrifi'ces,  Bailly  will  come  and  make  you  a  fine 
^*  harangue."  Others  fav,  and  that  of  the  date  of  1791^1 
•*  the  mayor  of  Paris  will  be  managed,  fo  a$  to  prevent 
**  him  from  giving  us  any  further  trouble.'*  Finally,  fome 
of  them  talk  of  the  ncceffity  of  taking  off  my  head. 

I  have  gained  nothing  m  the  revolution ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  has  caufed  me  to  lofe  fome  valuable  places ;  and 
it  lias  alihoft  entirely  deftroyed  my  fortune.  I  have  need,, 
my  dear  fellow-citizens,  of  your  efteem ;  I  am  fure  that 
you  will  fooner  or  later  do  me  juftice,  but  I  have  need  of 
that  juftice  whilft  I  am  alive  and  in  the  midft  of  you.  I 
had  previoully  deferved  it  by  fifty  years  of  continued  pro- 
bity *y  and  my  claim  cannot  but  be  augmented  and  con- 
firmed by  nearly  three  years  of  entire  devotion  to  your 
intereftSj  with  qo  other  recompence  than  yoi^r  efteem* 

^Signed)  Daillt. 

f 
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Letter  from  Charlotte  Corday  to  Barbaroxjx. 

In  the  prifoD  of  the  Abbaye,  from  the 
room  formerly  occupied  by  Briflbty 
the  fecond  day  of  my  preparatioo 
for  |)eace, 

YOU  rcqucftcd,  citizen,  an  account  of  my  journey ;  I 
will  not  excufe  you  from  a  detail  of  the  flighteft  anec- 
dote. I  travelled  with  good  mountaineers,  whom  I  fuf- 
fered  to  talk  as  much  as  they  pleafed,  and  their  difcourfe, 
which  was  as  abfurd  as  their  perfons  were  difagreeable, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  lull  me  to  fleep.  I  was  not 
perfeftly  awake  till  I  came  to  Paris.  One  of  my  fellow- 
travellers,  who  undoubtedlv  is  an  admirer  of  fleepy  wo- 
men, took  me  for  the  daugnter  of  one  of  bis  old  friends, 
fuppofed  me  pofTefled  of  a  ifortune  which  I  have  not,  gave 
me  a  name  which  I  bad  never  heard,  and  in  conclufion, 
offered  me  his  fortune  and  his  hand.  When  I  was  tired 
of  his  converfation,  I  faid,  <<  We  are  admintble  comedians. 
*«  what  a  pity,  that  with  fuch  talents,  we  have  no  fpefta- 
*^  tors:  I  will  go  and  fetch  our  fellow-travellers,  that 
•*  they  may  have  their  Ihare  of  amufement/*  I  left  him  in 
a  very  ill  humour  ;  all  night  he  fung  plaintive  fongs,  ex- 
cellent provocatives  of  fleep.  At  length  I  parted  with  him 
^i  Paris,  refufing  to  give  him  my  addrefs  or  that  of  my 
father,  of  whom  he  wifhed  to  alk  me  in  marriage.  He 
left  me  evidently  difpleafed. 

I  did  not  know  that  the  people  here  had  interrogated 
my  fellow-travellers,  and  I  maintained  that  I  knew  none 
of  them,  that  I  might  fpare  them  the  difagreeable  talk  of 
undergoing  interrogatories  refpef^ing  me.  In  this,  I  fol- 
lowed my  oracle,  Raynal,  who  fays,  it  is  not  our  duty  tq 
tell  truth  to  our  tjrrants.  The  lady  who  travelled  with 
me,  gave  them  the  information  that  t  was  acquainted  with 
you,  and  had  fpoke  to  Duperret. 

You  know  the  firmnefs  of  DUperret's  mind;  in  his 
linfwers  he  told  them  the  exa£i  truth,  and  his  depofition 
\vas  corroborated  by  mine,  nothing  appears  againft  himi 
but  his  courage  is  a  crime.  I  confefs,  I  was  apprehenfive 
that  my  having  fpoke  to  him  would  be  difcovered,  and  re- 
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pented  it  when  too  late.  I  wifhed  to  repair  my  fault  by 
inducing  him  to  go  and  join  you,  but  he  was  too  refolutc 
to  take  my  advice.  Sure  of  his  innocence,  and  of  the  in- 
nocence of  every  one  clfe,  I  refolved  to  execute  my  pro- 
ject. Would  you  believe  it  ?  Fauchet  is  in  prifon  as  my 
accomplice  ;  he  who  did  not  even  know  of  my  exiftence. 

But  the  people  are  not  content  to  have  only  an  un- 
important woman  facrificed  to  the  manes  of  that  great 
man.  Pardon  me,  my  fellow-creatures !  for  fuch  an  ufe 
of  this  word  as  difhonours  your  fpecies  ;  he  was  a  ferocious 
bead,  who  intended  to  deftroy  the  reft  of  France  by  the 
flames  of  civil  war.     Now,  peace  for  ever ! 

Four  members  were  prcfent  at  my  firft  intenogatory. 
Chabot  looked  like  a  madman';  Legendre  infifted  that  he 
had  fcen  me  in  the  morning  at  his  houfe ;  I  who  never 
thought  of  the  man ;  I  do  not  confider  him  pofTefled  of 
fufficient  abilities  to  be  the  tyrant  of  his  country,  and  it 
was  not  my  defign  to  punifli  every  body.  '  All  who  fee  me 
pretend  that  they  have  knbwn  me  a  long  while,  though^ 
in  fa£i,  they  never  faw  me  before. 

I  believe  that  the  dying  words  of  Marat  have  been 
printed*  I  doubt  whether  he  uttered  any,  but  thefe  arc 
the  laft  he  faid  to  me.  After  having  written  down  all 
your  names,  and  thofe  of  the  adminiftration  of  Calvados 
vho  are  at  Evreux,  he  faid,  for  my  comfort,  "  In  a  few 
*^  days,  I  will  have  them  all  guillotined  at  Paris."  If  the 
department  places  his  buft  oppofite  to  that  of  St.  Fargeau^ 
they  may  have  thefe  words  engraven  on  it  in  letters  of 
gold. 

I  will  give  you  no  details  of  this  great  event,  the  journals 
will  be  fufEciently  explicit.  I  confefs  that  my  refolution 
was  rendered  complete,  by  my  obferving  the  courageous 
iTianner  in  which  our  volunteers  inrolled  themfelves  on 
the  feventh  of  July  5  you  may  recollefl:  the  delight  I  felt, 
and  I  promifed  myfelf  that  I  would  make  Petion  repent  of 
the  fufpicion6  he  had  manifiefted  refpeAing  my  fentiments* 
In  (hort,  I  reflcdled  that  all  thofe  brave  fellows  were 
fetting  out  to  obtain  the  head  of  one  fingle  man,  that  they 
would  be  difappointed,  or  that  his  deftrudion  would  have 
occaGoned  the  death  of  many  good  citizens.  He  did  not 
deferve  fo  diftinguifiied  a  fate  ;  the  hand  of  a  woman  wa« 
fufficient. 

I  acknowledge  that  I  ufed  a  treacherous  artifice  to  in^ 

4uce  him 'to  admit  me:  all  expedients  are  juftifiable  in 
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fuch  a  csiufe.  I  intended,  wh^n  I  left  Calvados,  to  have 
facrifice'd  him  on  the  fummit  of  the  Mountain,  l^ut  he  po 
longer  attended  the  convention, 

I  wi(h  I  had  kept  your  letter,  it  vtrould  have  proved  that 
I  had  no  accomplices ;  but  time  will  elucidate  that  point. 

We  are  fuch  good  republicans  at  Paps,  that  it  is  not 
coric^eived  how  an  ufelefs  woman,  who,  if  (he  lived  her 
longed  pofjible  term,  would  do  no  good,  could,  in  cold 
blood,  facrifice  herfelf  to  fave  her  country,  I  expeded  to 
have  been  inftantly  put  to  death,  but  Jfome  men,  truly 
courageous,  and  fuperior  to  all  commendation,  preferved 
me  from  the  ex^ufable  rage  of  thofe  whom  I  had  rendered 
unhappy.  As  I  really  retained  my  prefence  of  mind,  I 
felt  hurt  at  the  exclamations  of  fome  women,  but  thofe 
who  fave  their  country  think  nothing  of  the  price  it  cofta 
them.  May  peace  be  eftablifhed  as  foon  as  I  wi(h  it !  This, 
however,  is  a  grand  preliminary,  without  which  it  would! 
never  have  been  obtained.  For  thefe  two  days  I  have  en- 
joyed a  delicious  (late  of  peace.  The  happinefs  of  my 
country  conftitutes  mine  ;  there  is  no  a£t  of  felf-devotion 
which  does  not  over-pay  in  pleafure,  the  pain  of  refolving 
to  adopt  it. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  my  father  will  be  tormented  ou  my 
account :  the  lofs  of  me  will  be  a  fufEcient  affliftion.  If 
my  letters  are  found  in  his  poffeflion,  the  greater  part  of 
them  are  portraits  of  you;  if  they  contain  any  pleafantrie^ 
reflefling  on  you,  I  beg  you  to  forgive  me,  and  impute 
tbem  to  rny  levity.  In  my  laft  letter  I  led  my  father  to 
believe  that,  ..pprehenfive  of  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  I 
intended  retiring  to  England.  My  projed  then  was  to 
remain  vicognitay  to  kill  Marat  publicly,  and,  by  an  imme- 
diate death,  leave  the  people  of  Paris  to  an  unavailing  in- 
quiry after  my  name. 

I  beg,  citizen,  that  you  and  your  colleagues  will  take 
care  to  defend  my  relations  and  friends,  if  they  are  npo- 
lefted  ;  I  fay  nothing  of  my  dear  friends  the  ariftocrats. 
the  remembrance  of  whom  I  prefcrve  in  my  heart;  | 
never  hated  but  one  fingle  being,  and  I  have  dtmon(lrate4 
how  violent  that  hatred  was  ;  but  there  are  thoufands 
whom  I  love  v;ith  ftill  more  warmth  than  I  hated  him. 
A  lively  Tmagination  and  a  feeling  heart  promife  but  a 
ftormy  lifi;  \  I  beg  thofe  who  may  riegret  my  fate  to  think 
of  this,  and  they  will  rejoice  at  feeing  me  enjoy  repofe  in 
the  Elyfian  fields  with  Brutus  and  a  few  of  the  ancients* 

As 
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As  ibr  the  moderns,  there  are  few  teal  patriots,  who 
knoiRT  how  to  die  for  their  country  ;  they  are  almoft  all 
felfifli.     What  a  difmal  people  to  form  a  republic  ! 

It  is  ncceffary,  in  the  firft  place,  to  eftablifli  peace,  and 
a  government  will  afterwards  come  as  it  can  :  at  leaft,  if 
my  advice  maybe  taken,  the  Mountain  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  reign, 

I  am  exceedingly  well  accommodated  in  my  prifon  ;  the 
jailors  are  the  belt  kind  of  people  in  the  world ;  to  keep 
au^ay  £nnui  they  have  placed  military  men  in  my  room. 
I  like  that  very  well  by  day,  and  very  ill  by  night.  I  hav^ 
complained  of  the  indecency,  but  no  onfe  has  thought  fit 
to  pay  any  attention  to  my  remonftrance :  I  believe  this 
mud  be  an  invention  of  Chabot ;  none  but  a  Capuchin 
could  have  fuch  ideas. 

I  pafs  my  time  in  writing  fongs  5  I  give  the  laft  ftanza 
of  one.  written  by  Validi  to  all  who  will  accept  of  it  5  I 
afiure  all  the  Parifians  that  we  only  take  up  arms  agaiuft 
anarchy,  which  ia  the  exa£t  truth. 

«        *        *        *        *        «         •'*        #' 

[At  the  time  of  writing  this  part  of  her  letter,  Charlotte 
Corday  had  undergone  her  firft  examination ;  when  fhe 
had  proceeded  tb^us  far,  flie  was  interrogated  a  fecond 
time,  and  committed  to  the  Conciergerie,  from  which 
prifon  {he  continued  her  epiftle  to  Barbaroux  in  thefe 
words ;] 

Here  am  I,  committed  to  the   Conciergerie,  and  the 

irentlemen  of  the  jury  having  promifed  to  fend  you  my 
ettcr,  I  proceed. 

I  have  undergone  a  long  interrogatory,  which,  if  it  is 
publifhed,  I  beg  you  will  obtain.  I  had  in  my  pofTeflion^ 
when  arretted,  an  addrefs  to  the  friends  of  peace  ;  I  can- 
not fend  it  to  you,  and  it  would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  de- 
mand that  it  ihould  be  publifhed*  I  had  thought  yeder- 
day  of  making  a  prefent  of  my  porttait  to  the  department 
of  Calvados;  but  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  of 
whom  I  demanded  it,  returned  no  anfwer,  and  it  is  now 
too  late. 

I  dcfire,  citizen,  that  you  will  communicate  this  letter 
to  citizen  Bougon,  procureur-general  fyndic,  of  the  depart- 
ment. I  do  not  write  to  him  for  feveral'  reafons ;  I  am 
not  certain,  in  the  firft  place,  that  he  is  now  at  Evrcux. 
}  fear,  moreover,  that  being  naturalty  compailionate,  he 
li  H  4  wilt 
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urill  be  zffc&td  at  ipy  death,  yet  I  beliere  Uin  good 
/  citizen  enough  to  confole  himfelf  in  the  hope  of  peace ;  I 

Hcnow.how  fincerely  he  defires  it,  and  hope  that  in  faci- 
litating its  return  I  have  fulfilled  his  wiflies.  If  any  of 
my  friends  defire  to  fee  this  letter,  I  hope  you  will  not 
refufe  them. 

I  muft  have  a  defender,  for  it  is  a  rule ;  I  have  chofea 
one  from  the  Mountain,  Guftavus  Doulcet ;  I  fuppofe  he 
will  refufe  me  the  honour,  it  would,  however,  coft  him 
but  little  trouble.  I  thought  of  afking  Robefpierre  or 
Chabot.  I  ihall  require  leave  to  difpofe  of  the  remain3er 
of  my  money,  which,  if  I  obtain,  I  will  devote  it  to  the 
wives  and  children  of  the  brave  inhabitants  of  Caen  who 
have  marched  to  the  deliverance  of  Paris* 

It  is  aftonithingi  that  the  people  fufiered  me  to  be  con** 
du£ied  from  the  Abbaye  to  the  Conciergerie,  it  is  another 
proof  of  their  moderation  $  mention  the  circumftance  to 
the  good  inhabitants  of  Caen.  They  indulge  themselves 
with*  occafional  infurredions,  and  are  not  to  eafily  re- 
(trained. 

My  trial  comes  on  to-morrow  at  eight;  probably  at 
noon,  according  to  the  Roman  phrafe  I  fiall  have  lived. 
I  cannot  fay  howl  (hall  encounter  my  laft  moments:  I 
have  no  need  to  afFeek  infenfibility,  for  I  never  yet  knew 
the  fear  of  deathj  I  never  loved  life  but  in  proportion  to 
its  poflible  utility. 

I  hope  Dupcrret  and  Fauchet  will  be  fet  at  liberty  to- 
morrow ;  they  aflert  that  Fauchet  conduced  me  to  the 
convention,  and  placed  mc  in  the  gallery.  What  bufinefs 
could  he  have  to  take  women  there?  As  a  deputy  be 
ought  not  to  have  been  in  the  galleries,  and  as  a  bifhop) 
he  ought  not  to  have  been  with  a  woman  ;  thus  there  is 
fomewhat  of  a  charge  againft  him,  but  Duperret  is  totally 
exempt. 

Marat  will  not  be  placed  in  the  Pantheon,  yet  he  was 
highly  deferving  of  it,  I  beg  you  will  colieft  the  proper 
documents  to  make  his  funeral  eulogy. 

I  hope  you  will  not  lofe  fight  of  madame  Forbin's  in- 
tereft  ;  this  is  her  addrefs  in  cafe  you  (hould  wi(h  to  write 
_To  Alexandrine  Forbin,  Mandrcfie,  near  Zurich,  Swit- 
zerland. I  beg  you  will  inform  her  that  I  love  her  with 
ail  my  heart.  I  am  going  to  write  a  line  to  papa  \  I  fay 
nothing  to  the  reft  of  my  friends,  I  aflc  nothing  of  th^m 
bat   a   fpeedy  forgetfulnef§  j   grief  would  difgracc   my 

memory. 
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memory.  Tell  general  Wimpfen  that  I  think  I  have 
helped  him  to  gain  more  than  one  battle  by  facilitating 
peace. 

Adieu,  citizen.  I  recommend  myfelf  to  the  memory  of 
all  true  friends  of  peace, 

The  prifoners  in  the  Conciergerie,  far  from  infulting 
me  like  the  people  in  the  ftreets,  looked  as  if  they  pitied 
me :  misfortune  ever  renders  men  compaiTionate  ^  this  is 
my  laftrefl^dion. 

M.  C.  GOBDAY, 

Tuefdaj  the  i6th,  at  8  o'clock  at  night. 


No.  VL* 

Form  of  Admlffion  in  a  Lodge  of  Free^masoks 
in  Palermo. 

A  LL*  Oriente  di  Palermo  luogo  niuminato  ove  regna  il 
"^^  Silenzio  &  la  pace  &  I'unione  &  I'amicizia  I'anno  del 
lume  5766,  &  li  17  del  fefto  mefe 
A'tutti  le  R.  R.  LL.  fparfe  fu  la  fuperficie  della  terra. 

(S.  S.  S.) 

Noj.  V.  M.  della  R.  L.  di  S.  Gio:  di  Scozia  di  Palermo, 
figlia  della  R.  L.  di  S.  Gio :  di  Scozia  di  Marfiglia  afiiftito  da 
tutti  li  noftri-  flli  regolarmcnte  aflbciati  pelli  numeri 
inifteriofi  &  facri  certifichiamo,  ed  attefliamo  che  il  carif*^ 
fllo*.  A.  B.  e  ftato  per  noi  ricevuto  al  grado  d'apprendcnte 
di  cui  cgli  ha  fofFerto  li  prove  neceflarie,  in  tcftimonio  di 
che  la  R.  L.  li  ha  accordato  il  prefence  certifichato  fatto 
pma  controfignare  per  lui  fteflb  pregando  &  ricercando  Ic  . 
R.  R.  L.  L.  regolari  ove  egli  fi  prefentera  d'ammetterlo 
in  quefta  qualita  nel  loro  Oriente  ofFerendo  loro  in  fimile 
cafo  ritcflb.  Dato  all  Oriente  di  Pab  in  Loggia  &  col' 
fieello  generale. 

C.D. 

L.S.  ,  E.F. 

A.  B.  a  H. 
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No.  VII. 

TranJIation  $f  the  IntroduSlion^  and  a  general  Ac* 
count  of  MiRABEAuV  Essay  on  the  SeS  (f 

ItX-UMlNATI, 

,  Introduction. 

Xl^HEN  I  wrote  this  book,  I  did  not  flatter  myfelf  vith 
-^  the  hope  of  obtaining  belief,  and,  confequentlyi 
did  not  flatter  myfelf  that  I  (hould  impart  convifiion. 
The  man  who  difclofes  iz£i%  fo  extraordinary  muft  be  re- 
figned}  and  expe^l  to  pafs  for  a  mere  declaimer.  When 
that  chara£ler  is  once  given  of  an  author,  no  perfon 
troubles  himfelf  to  examiiie  his  work,  But  if  the  iooport- 
ance  of  the  fubje£t  alone  has  inflamed  his  imagination,  if 
the  knowledge  of  iniquity  .has  foured  his  judgment,  if  the 
noble  defire  of  faving  his  fellow-creatiires  has  arm«d  him 
with  thofe  fublime  powers  of  eloquence  which  overwhelm 
error  with  the  force  of  thunder,  if  he  has  only  ftepped  be- 
yond the  line  of  his  chara£ler  from  a  coi^viclion  of  imini<« 
nent  danger,  the  impartial  reader  ought  at  lead  to  obey 
that  falutary  impulfe  of  fear  which  difturbs  a  treacherous 
fecurity,  and  judge  for  himfelf,  whether  the  evila  pointed 
out  are  merely  chimerical,  or  whether  prudence  demands 
that  they  ihould  be  attended  to. 

The  fimple  are  alarmed,  the  lukewarm  doubt,  the  guilty 
deny,  the  wife  refle£l  \  thefe  then  I  invoke  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafioD,  thefe  are  the  men  whofe  zeal  I  wi&  to 
ijtimulate. 

This  nriyilical  machination  wQ^Id  be  fufficiently  de« 
teflied  \  but  its  exigence  is  not  believed.  '  To  obtain  ge- 
neral bjelief,  it  would  be  neceilary  to  fpecify  fads«  to 
afford  means  of  proof,  to  name  agents,  accufe  impofton, 
produce  witnefTes,  publifh  writings,  commence  a  regular 
fixity  and  follow  it  to  convi£tion.  All  this  might  be 
done }  but  the  Coriphces  of  the  fe£l  ftiflc  every  voice 
which,  raifes  itfelf  in  thofe  countries  where  the  fovereiga 
is  the  pontiff  of  this  new  church. 

I  knov 


APPEND  I',      to.  VII. 

I  Icnovir  not  by  what  magic  it  happens  that  princes^  ^hp 
in  general  arc  divided  between  the  love  o£  pleafure  ^n<\ 
the  dcfire  of  a  brilliant  reputation,  have  been  the  firft  to 
accede  to  a  confederacy  by  which  they  rpuft  infallibly  be 
lofers.  In  Europe  there  are  no  left  than  thirty,  reigning 
and  not  rpigning,  fo  imbued  with  thefe  abfurdities,  that 
they  are  inacceffible  to  rcafon  however  recommended  l)|f, 
moderation.  If  an  attempt  is  made  to  compromife  differ- 
cnccs  of  opinion,  and  the  reafoner  proceed^  by  mofl  ob- 
vious modes  of  argumentation,  they  foon  miltruft,  and 
finally  avoid  him.  Some  of  them,  who  would  be  the  out- 
cafls  of  mankind  but  for  the  refpe£l  attached  to  the  namef 
they  bear,  turn  preachers,  and  difFufe  the  dogmas  of  tli^ 
il/uminaii,  in  an  infipid  jargon.  Others  conflitute  them- 
felves  fanatical  proteiSors  of  a  religion  they  do  not  under- 
ftand,  zni  open  their  dominions  (which  they  call  flates) 
to  all  the  adventurers  employed  by  the  kQ,  for  the  further- 
ance of  their  views.  The  greater  part  of  thpip  court  with 
a  fanatical  eagernefs  every  one  who  wears  thp  livery  of 
Swedenburg  or  SchrcepfFer. 

The  court  of  France  is  unacquainted  with  the  element* 
qf  this  theofophy.  The  rapidity  of  thofe  motions  by. 
which  their  minds  are  agitated  does  not  afford  leifure  fo? 
any  religious  fyftem  to  unfold  itfelf.  The  literary  bpdics' 
deride  it ;  the  middle  clafs,  fully  employed,  and  (fortu- 
nately) little  informed,  are  as  yet  inacceffibie  to  this  kind 
of  fedu£tion:  but  there  exiits  a  number  of  little  anti- 
philofophical  parties,  compofed  of  learned  ladies,  theolo- 
gical abhesy  and  a  few  pretended  wife  men.  Each  of  thefp 
parties  has  it§  creed,  its  prodigies,  its  hiercphantes,  its  mif- 
fionaries,  its  adepts,  its  detraftors.  Thus  Paris,  the  centre 
of  all  deception,  as  well  as  of  all  knowledge,  affords  a 
fpecimen  of  every  clafs  of  vifionaries.  Every  one  aifeda 
to  explain  the  Bible  in  favour  of  his  own  fyftem,  to  found 
his  own  religioG,  to  fill  his  temple,  and  increafe  his  cathe* 
cumens.  Here  Jefus  Chrift  afts  a  confpicuous  partj 
there  *tis  the  Devil;  in  another  place  it  is  Nature;  a 
little  farther  it  is  Fdith.  They  all  agree  that  reafon  is  a. 
nullity,  knowledge  ufelefs,  and  experience  chimericah 
Barbarin  fomnambulizes,  Caglioftro  performs  cures,  Lava- 
ter  adminifters  confolation.  Saint  Martin  affords  inftruc- 
tion,  d'E*^**  t> — res  fafra  mifer.  All  of  ^Jjcm  ufe  deceit  to 

f  He  was,  at  the  time  this  was  written,  fufFcring  the  horrors  of 
exile  in  thq  ifles  of  Saint  Marguerite. 
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acquire  a  profitable  reputation;  and,  if  we  except Lavater, 
who,  by  means  of  a  medley  of  genius  and  fimplicity,  makes 
his  dupes  with  the  utmoft  Hncerity,  their  vifions  are  to  the 
others  a  fpring,  the  movements  of  which  they  regulate 
with  the  greateft  addrefs* 

in  Germany,  the  courts  give  an  impulfe  to  the  public 
mind.  The  people  are  charafterifed  by  folidity  rather 
than  by  refinement,  and  are  therefore  convinced  by  un- 
truths put  into  the  form  of  fyllogifms.  When  their  fim- 
plicity has  once  received  a  bias  towards  their  idol,  called 
philanthropy,  there  are  few  paradoxes  which  they  are  not 
ready  to  adopt.  The  petty  princes  who  are  infefted  with 
the  mania  of  being  praifed,  and  whofe  names  would  eafily 
be  forgotten  amidfl  the  important  difcufBons  by  which 
Europe  is  continually  agitated,  fufFer  themfelves  to  be 
gained  by  the  fwcet  incenfe  with  which  the  priefls  of  the 
illumhatif  men  prodigal  of  eulogium  even  to  fatiety,  arc 
ever  ready  to  regale  them  in  books  which  every  body  be- 
gins, but  nobody  perufes.  The  ladies  alfo  encourage  this 
myftic  illuHon,  in  the  hope  of  recalhng  the  happy  days  of 
their  original  innocency  i  the  courtiers  embrace  the  inte- 
rcfts  of  the  new  fcdl,  becaufc,  between  the  prottdiors  and 
the  adepts,  there  is  a  conftant  commerce  kept  up  in  pen- 
fions,  prefents,  and  titles,  which  are  given  in  exchange 
for  initiations,  revelation  of  myfteries,  and  confolatory 
prediflions  ;  this  accounts  for  their  great  fidelity  to  thefe 
remuneratory  dogmas. 

In  Poland  and  Ruflia  they  gain  many  profelytes  ;  efpe- 
cially  in  Ruffia,  where  the  eftablifhed  religion  affords 
countenance  to  myftic  fyftems,  and  to  every  tiling  tending 
to  excite  enthufiaim.  There  many  great  perfonages^  be- 
come apoflles,  and  though  the  emprefs  rejecls  every  thing 
which  can  enfeeble  the  human  mind,  there  arc  thcofo- 
phers  under  her  very  eye,  who  evade  d^.teflion,  or  brave 
fcrutiny.  May  her  fucceffor  inherit  hit  philofophy! 
May  her  vaft  dominions  never  experience  any  other  flavery 
than  that  to  which  they  were  doomed  by  their  original 
maflers  I 

Will  it  be  believed  that  England,  the  country  where  men 
thinkf  is  not  totally  free  from  this  degrading  fuperftition  ? 
There  is  not  a  complete  fyftem  as  in  Germany,  but 
there  are  certain  confraternities,  where  the  adepts  dog- 
matife,  and  keep  up  the  zeal  of  the  initiated  by  the  charm 
of  fecrets.    Their  progrefs,,  however,  is  not  fo  rapid  aa  in 

other 
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other  countries,  becaufe  the  Engliih  travel  a  great  deal  y 
and  though  the  greater  part  of  them  travel  to  very  little 
purpofe,  yet  they  learn  to  appreciate  the  mafs  of  mankind, 
and  at  lead  acquire  this  knowledge,  that,  in  all  countries,, 
the  vileft  and  moft  contemptible  of  the  fpecies  are  thofe 
who  make  a  trade  of  deceiving  and  degrading  their  fellow- 
creatures. 

We  were  long  undecided  on  the  fubjecl  of  publifliing 
this  work.  We  (hall  be  told  that  it  is  founding  an  alarm, 
and  giving  confiftency  to  a  fe<a  juft  (Iruggling  into  life, 
and  which  is  compofed  of  a  hundred  times  more  dupet 
than  impoftors.  None  of  the  great  bodies,  the  dcpofi- 
taries  of  knowledge,  have  as  yet  embraced  thefe  new  dog- 
mas; and  if  the  fefl:  were  diftinguiflied  but  by  one  juft 
man,  yet  for  his  fake  favour  ought  to  be  (hewn  to  fo  great 
a  number  of  individuals,  whofe  only  crime  is  that  of  not 
being  endowed  by  nature  with  a  fortunate  and  uncom-  * 
mon  perfpicacity,  which  forms  an  effe£iual  barrier  againft 
deceit. 

Far  from  us  be  fuch  a  principle  f  It  is  pufiUanimity, 
under  the  malk  of  commiferation.  What !  muft  we  be 
filent  for  fear  of  being  exclaimed  at  for  calumny,  libelling, 
and  malignity  ? — Calumny  !— But  there  arc  men  whom  it 
is  not  poffible  to  calumniate.  The  atrocity  of  their  pro- 
jedts  forms  a  mephitic  abyfs  into  which  vulgar  mortals  are 
unable  to  penetrate,  and  which  would  have  reiuained  ftill 
yndifcovered,  but  for  its  treacherous  exhalations,  which, 
unhappily  for  mankind,  fpread  therafelves  far  and  wide. 
— A  libel!— Yes,  undoubtedly,  thofe  parts  of  the  work 
Twherein  they  are  mentioned  may  be  fo  denominated,  for 
they  will  be  occupied  in  the  detefiion  of  vice,  the  difplay 
of  guilt,  and  the  expofure  of  hypocrify.~Malignityl— 
Who  is  moft  obvious  to  the  charge?— He  who  coolly 
beholds  the  deftrudtion  of  his  fellow-citizens,  or  he  who 
places  centinels  in  the  path  which  leads  to  the  precipice  ? 
No  delicacy,  confideration,  or  politenefs,  can  be  claimed 
by  an  iron-hearted  race,  who  with  the  dagger  in  their 
hands  are  marking  out  their  vi£lims. 

Follow,  follow  this  bafe  principle,  you  whofe  trade  it  i* 
to  offer  adulation  to  kings,  to  excufe  their  failings,  to  extol 
the  flighteft  indications  of  beneficence,  and  to  immortalize 
a  few  equivocal  virtues.  Purchafe,  at  this  price,  I  will 
not  even  fay  diftinftions,  vain  as  they  are,  but  a  fmall 
quantity  of  gold,  a  prefent  worthy  of  your  fordid  fouls, 

and 
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ini  do  not  come  to  us  with  declarations  of  your  love  of 
truth,  of  your  philanthropy,  and  your  attachment  to 
virtue  I  take  back  your  infuhing  cfteem  for  thefe  daughters 
of  heaven,  and  referve  it  for  the  divinities  of  your  fe£l. 

When  they  are  addrefled  in  this  ftyle,  they  cannot  re- 
^fy,  much  Icfs  confute.  Then  they  commence  perfecutors, 
snd  fubftitute  a  tyrannical  ufe  of  the  authority  lodged  in 
their  hands,  for  the  force  of  reafon,  virhich  would  but 
feebly  aiEil  them'.  To  efcape  the  (ligma  attached  to  per- 
fecutors,  they  divert  the  dream  of  favour,  nay  of  jufticc ; 
for  the  employment  of  modeft  men  of  ability  is  no  more 
than  the  difcharge  of  a  debt.  They  divert,  I  fay,  the 
ftream  of  favour  from  their  adverfaries,  and  fuflfer  them  to 
vegetate  in  that  difgraceful  obfcurity  which  amounts  to  a 
perfecution,  and  which  is  perhaps  the  only  perfecution 
capable  of  putting  genius  to  the  torture.  Stung  with  con- 
tempt, flie  goes  in  fearch  of  climes  lefs  unjuft ;  or  if  {he 
remains  inflexibly  attached  to  her  penates,  (he'  ftays  to 
maintain  the  combat,  and  difplay  the  ftandard  of  reafon. 
Then  parties  are  formed,  quarrels  arife,  plans  of  defence 
•re  combined,  difcontent  becomes  general,  ambitious 
neighbours  take  advantages,  vifionary  commanders  are 
,  placed  at  the  head  of  a  neglefled  army,  more  intcrefted 
about  the  money  with  which  they  arc  to  be  paid,  than  the 
defence  of  a  country  from  which  they  are  completely 
alienated.  The  higheft  pods  are  occupied  by  men  with- 
out vigour,  without  genius,  or  by  fome  men  of  ability, 
but  who  have  been  ftudioufly  fubdued,  and  fubjefted  to 
the  inCgnificant  junto  in  favour.  Freedom  of  thought  is 
annihilated  by  an  inquifitorial  watchfulnefs  i  the  enflaved 
prefs  keeps  back  every  kind  of  truth,  or  perfecutes  religion, 
POW  a  fugitive,  and  compelled  to  yield  her  pulpits  and  her 
altars  to  fantaftic  divinities ;  the  lyceums  are  converted 
into  extenfive  folitudes,  for,  where  all  the  branches  of 
fcience  arc  fubjefted  to  illumlnatiy  the  boxes,  and  not  the 
Hnxverfities,  ought  to  be  frequented. 

However  charming  it  may  be  to  avenge  the  caufe  of  in- 
tegrity, it  was  not  the  contemptible  pleafurc  of  railing 
which  induced  us  to  take  up  the  pen^  The  hope,  faint  as 
it  is,  yes,  the  hope  of  refcuing  a  few  virtuous  men  from 
the  fafcinations  of  the  illuminati^  has  animated  me  in  this 
attempt.  For  fome  years  I  have  prefented  mvfelf  in  the 
Arena  under  various  fliapes.  Sometimes  enveloped  in  the 
veil  of  fiftion^  fometimcs  in  the  rcftridlcd  line  ofacademical* 
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difputation,  but  more  frequently  in  difcuflions  of  greater 
profundity,  I  have  difclofed  extraordinary  fecrtftd.  f  nov 
come  to  place  the  fubjeft  in  a  mod  impbrtant  poiht  of 
view,  and  to  prefent  a  train  of  ideas,  which  by  degrees 
will  lead  to  conviction. 

Seeking  the  fourcc  of  the  evil  in  the  fatal  predileftion  • 
of  all  mankind  for  the  marvellous,  a  rapid  view  of  the  ages 
G^  cf\xv  aera  will  demon  (Irate  that  alt  ages  have  reafon  to 
bdufh  for  incredible  errors  by  which  mankind  has  been 
continually  haraiTed,  errors  which  have  been  exppfed,  but 
ncYcr  eradicated. 
.  Men  receive  thefe  errors  with  joy,  and  feem  in  yielding 
to  them  to  fhield  themfclves  from  *'he  aaftere  leiTons  of 
truth.  Some  privileged  countries  naturalize  them*,  a(rid 
give  themfelves  up  to  their  deceitful  influence ;  all  nations 
refpe£i;,  at  leaft,  if  they  do  not  embrace  them. 

With  what  warmth  has  all  Europe  defended  th6  Jefuits, 
a  feft  which  has  fupplied  fo  many  refources  to  the  theo- 
fopMc  fyftem.  They  were  formed  under  the  diadem 
ami  under  the  tiara,  under  the  helmet  and  under  the 
mitre,  under  the  prefident's  cap  and  under  the  doftor's. 
The  fame  fanaticifm  which  preferved  them  has  revived, 
within  thefe  thirty  years,  the  languifhing  order  of  free- 
mafons,  who  find  no  difficulty  in  keeping  a  feei'et^  whi^h 
nobody  is  anxious  to  difcover. 

A'^philofophical  inquiry  into  the  fyftem  of  free-mafonry 
has  led  to  a  dill  more  elaborate  inveftigation  of  the  myf- 
terics  of  the  illuminati.  Was  it  not  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  to  diftingui(h  vulgar  and  precipitate  notiorts,  from  the 
jodgment  which  ought  really  to  prevail,  refpe£bing  an  in^ 
fcrutable  afTociation,  the  myfteries'  of  which  are  carefully 
bid  from  profane  infpedion. 

It  was  neceflary  to  traverfc  thofe  famous  circles,  the 
true  fecret  of  the  order,  the  grand  inftrument  of  th^ir 
frauds,  thofe .  laboratories  of  iniquity,  where  chains  are 
forged  for  king^,  and  poifons  diflilled  for  mankind,  and 
then  to  difclofe  the  dreadful  probations  which  precede 
thofe  oaths,  of  which  the  wretches  themfelves  poflTefs  no 
written  forms,  and  which  they  would  not  dare  tcf  adopt 
for  the  confolidation  of  their  plots,  oaths  which  realize  the 
fanguinary  fable  bf  Atreus,  and  would  cover  the  whold  face ' 
of  the  earth  with  a  nation  of  afTaflins. 

Granting  thefe  alarms  to  be  exaggerated,  yet  certainly 
it  ought  to  b&  believed  that  thefe£):  of  illuminati  will  ne- 
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ceflTarily  dcftroy  every  kingdom  in  which  they  find  pro- 
te£lion,  and  will  not  even  refped:  the  inllitutions  of 
fociety.  This  double  truth  is  as  clearly  proved  as  one  im- 
mediately confequent  to  it,  namely,  that  kings  themfelves 
have  the  greateft  intereft  in  hewing  down  this  poifonouift 
tree,  the  roots  of  which  defcend  even  to  hell,  while  the 
branches  caft  a  gloom  over  their  thrones. 

After  the  woful  fpe£tacle  on  which  our  eyes  had 
dwelt  too  long,  we  fought  for  a  pleafant  illufion  in  th^ 
means  of  effacing  thofe  fatal  impreffions,  and  adverted  to 
the  notions  entertained  of  them  in  ages  anterior  to  our 
own.  This  idea  aloncr  developed  by  a  more  able  pen» 
would  leave  the  mind  in  a  ftate  of  profound  reflexion 
very  unfavoutable  ito  the  feAaries,  a  ftate  which  mud  be 
ftrengthened  by  a  faithful  delineation  of  their  founder, 
and  an  impartial  review  of  the  condition  of  thofe  nationsr 
who  have  protefted  thefe  modern  errors. 

The  laft  divifion  of  the  work  concludes  with  an  offer  of 
fome  means  adapted  to  diminifli  their  credit.  We  have 
thrown  together,  at  the  end,  hiftorical  annotations.  There 
are,  amongft  them,  fome  pieces  tranflated  from  the 
German,  and  entirely  unknown  in  Frande  and  Italy.  The 
greater  part  of  the  remainder  is  original.  We  might 
have  made  them  more  numerous,  but  have  faid  enough 
for  thofe  wno  really  wifh  to  be  inftru£led. 

We  will  npt  affedi  to  conceal  that  moft  of  our  ideas 
are  direfted  againft  Qermany,  and  that  we  have  drawn 
tnoft  of  our  portraits  from  the  life.  But  does  not  even 
that  prove  the  neceflity  of  this  book  ?  If  there  do  exift 
fuch  men  as  we  have  pourtrayed,  we  are  threatened  with 
an  imminent  peril.  If  we  have  only  difplayed  imaginary 
beings,  thefe  (heets  will  foon  float  on  the  tide  of  oblivion, 
and  will  fail  to  excite  even  that  momentary  curiofity  which 
is  very  far  from  fucccfs. 

But  the  fame  a£k  of  fincerity  which  puts  the  public  in 
pofleffion  of  our  intentions^  will  alfo  guarantee  the  purity  of 
Qur  judgment  with  a  great  number  of  perfons  of  the  firft 
ability,  conflantly  animated,  like  ourfelves,  with  a  facred 
horror  againft  vifionaries. 

Yes,  Germany,  in  almoft  every  clafs,  prefents  to  us 
men  with  honeft  hearts,  who  Cgh  over  the  projefts  of 
thefe  myftical  innovators.  They  feel  aftoniftied  that  a 
people,  whofe  m^tipnal  charafter  is  frankncfs,  can  be  fo 
altered  as  to  give  then\felvcs-  up  to  a  fet  of  pretended . 
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•ipOftlea,  ii^hofe  principal  reftarce  is  impoftiirci  ITiey 
lament  that  a  nation^  whofe  favourite  idol  is  re4foh,  (hould 
fubmit.  to  a  few  madmen^  vrhofe  profefilon  is  abfyrditjr, 
whof^  doflrine.is  a  chimeia.  .They  ^fe  the. two  refources 
frommitted  by  Heaven  to  the  h^ads  of  the  Wife,  contempt 
and  retirement.  They  .encour^e  and  animate  thofe  who 
enter  the  lifts*  «  ;  ? 

They  are  fenfiWe^  like  ourfelres,  that  the  efficacious 
remedy  would  be,  perhap^^  pne  of  thqfe  mighty  cgnvul- 
iions  which  are  produc.e4  by  the.  chain  of  events,  and 
which  it  is  not  in  the .  power  of  kings  to  prevent;  In<^ 
volved  in  one  of  thofe  fanguinary  difputes  which  agitate 
all  Europe,  a  nation  does,  not  invoke  the  aid  of  fpieculifts, 
judgment  and  experience  then  become  the  tutelary  deities 
of  the  iihiverfe;  precepts  are  regenerated,  the  afcendancy 
piF  valour  is  exercifed,  every  one  appears  at  his  proper  ,  « 
llation,  the  ufurpers  ef  celebrity  are  unmafked,  men  o£ 
ftrong  min4s  govern  the  country,  and  men  whom  fate  had 
deftined  '* /a  the  limited  [honours  cf  one  ftngle  legion^^  fly 
and  difappear  before  them,  to  grow  old  in  the  fubaltern 
labours  of  fome  pbfcujre  chaneeries*  What  a  deftiny  ! 
by  what  incredible  fatality  are  we  redaced  to  beg  o£ 
heaven  as  a  boon,  that  which  is  the  laft.  efFe£b  of  its 
wrath  ?  To  what  an  excefs  do  our  woes  amount,  when 
our  only  hope  is  in  one  of  the  mod  dreadful  fcourget? 
Yet  nothing  is  more  true.  The  evil  would  be  tranfitorj-'j 
and  might,  perhaps,  rid  the  world  of  a  cruel  error  which 
will  laft  for  feveral  aged. 

-As  to  France,  we  may  hbpe  that  in  the  verfatility  qf 
principle,  which  feldoni  permits  any  objeft  to  take  a  deep 
root,  her  theatres,  her  baUadd,  and  het  fafliions,  will  come 
to  her  aid.  Occupied  as  (he  is  with  various  fermenta- 
tions, theofophy  will  hardly  becon^e  .a  complete  religions 
it  is  in  itfelf  too  heavy,  too  infignlficant  to  aft  oh  a  peo- 
ple who  ftiil  prefcrve  fome  remains  of  gaiety^  and  who 
l^vc  refitted  the  dull  difputes  of  Janfenifm,  the  difcuffions 
bf  their  parliaments,  the  tedious  inyeftiyes  of  tjic  econo- 
ttiifts,  and  the  mania  of  thinking,  all  gifts  of  the  modern 
philofophy.  Befides,  that  philofophy  does  not  afford  fd 
unfteady  a  light  as  fome  of  her  detraftors  would  wiflj. 
A  month  ieldom  elapfcs  in  which  there  is. not  a  fuccefsful 
re-ptoduaion,  of  eternal  truthd.  It  would  not  be  difiicult 
i6  demottftrate  that  philofophy  had  only  loft  her  enthu-i 
fiafm^  her   fareaftic    bitternefsj  and  her   defpotic   ftyle^ 
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i!»hi1e  (ht  hu  ftrcngtfaened  her  proofs,  and  iodtafed  her 
p^rfpicuity* 

It  remains  to  be  examined  how  far  it  is  proper  to  be 
explicit  with  refpeA  to  great  men,  and  them  to  whom 
thej  intruft  the  cares  of  adminiftration.  They  are,  ahaoft 
every  where,  like  the  at k  of  the  Lord.  Whoerer  toBcbes 
them,  is  ftruck  in  the  moment  of  his  prefamption.  It 
feems  to  me,  however,  that  a  prudent  warning  is  a  duty 
rather  than  an  intruCon,  an  homage  radier  than  an  infult. 
The  offer  of  truth  to  any  man,  implies  a  fuppofitkm  that 
he  is  a  friend  of  truth  ;  not  to  dare  to  point  out  error,  is 
to  a£l  as  if  he  were  an  accomplice  in  it.  So  far  from  its 
being  a  crime  to  write  with  a  courageous  ffcedom,  it 
would  be  criminal  to  palfy  energetic  pens*  They  weaken 
the  vapours  of  that  Incenfe  which  intoxicates  men  in 
.  power  and  efteem  ;  they  fnatch  the  one  from  torpor,  the 
other  from  thoughtleflhefs  i  they  plead  the  caufe  of  the 
people,  of  virtue,  of  wifdom*— three  (hangers  at  court, 
and  who  are  treated  there  as  impertinent  intruders.  H 
revenge  dips  thefe  pens  in  the  gall  of  fatire,  if  they  arc 
degraded  by  being  cmpk)yed  in  the  caufe  of  felfiflmefsi 
they  then  become  Unavailing  arms,  but  feldom  dangerous  i 
for  abufe  refleAs  diflionour  only  on  thofe  who  have  re- 
courfe  to  it. 

Ah !  why  are  there  no  means  of  eradicating  from  man- 
kind the  mania  of  flattery  I  A  prince  fends  ten  thdufand 
men  to  be  butchered,  Ke  is  praifed }  he  overwhelms  his 
fubjeAs  with  ill-contrived  taxes,  the  day  of  his  acceflicm 
to  the  throne  is  hailed  as  a  fiaftival  $  he  makes  an  ufelefs 
and  expenfive  voyage,  at  his  return  he  pafles  under 
triumphal  arches  (  liftleffiiefs  fends  him  on  a  periodical 
tour  through  his  provinces,  crowds  aJlemble  to  iaviOi  on 
him  acclamations  to  which  he  has  no  claim.  The  idoli 
accuftomed  to  this  perfidious  concert  of  pratfe,  is  irritated 
at  the  voice  of  the  fage  who  tenders  wholefome  inftnio 
tion,  and  only  appealed  by  the  flattering  founds  which 
efface  the  fombre  traces  left  on  his  mind  by  aufterc 
truth. 

O  facred  truth !  In  fpite  of  this  ungracious  receptiofli 
do  not  abandon  the  throne  of  kings !  Protefl  them,  in 
fpite  of  their  irritability,  againft  the  illufions  with  which 
riiey  are  furrounded.  Reftore  to  us  the  courage  which 
difarms  perfecution,  imprefs  on  our  wrhings  thy  cclcftial 
(tam^f,  and  compel  man  to  acknowledge  thine  empire* 

AH 
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^11  otl^ers  difappe^r  under  the  fpythe  of  time,  thin^  alono 
ecefves  addidpnal  yigour  fjrpm  h^  trep)b)iiig  hs^nd. 

C  ti  A  P.    L 

On  tie  PredlteBm  of  Mankind  for  the  Wonderful. 

In  this  chapter  the  authofi  taking  a  review  of  the  new 
e£ls  which  evjery  age  has  produced  fince  the  firft  eftablifh- 
nent  of  Chrifti^itv,  referf  the  prcpenCty  of  .m^njcind  to 
idopt  the  vifionS  of  the  lUumin^ti  to  the  famp  difpofition  ^ 
nrhich  induced  them  to  giye  credit  ^Q  religious  fchifjmfitic^ 
md  impoftors. 

CHAP,  n- 

On  the  moral  Dijpofitions  tftie  European  Nations. 

Mirabeau  makes  ^  rapid  gnd'  incortefk  eftitnate  of  thq; 
^rogrefs  of  learning  and  liberty  in  difierent  countriesi  9n4 
(ittribvtes  the  fuccefs  of  the  illuminati  to  the  want  o£ 
freedom  in  various  governniencs,  and  concludes  that  Ger« 
nany  will  be  the  thea)tre  of  theofophifm,  whence  it 
Krill  fpread  to  the  north^  ^nd  make  Ipngie  progrefs  in 
France. 

*     CHAP.    III. 

On  Jefuitifm^  as  thefirjl  Source  tf  the  Theofophic  SJlem. 

In  treating  of  die  Jefuits^  Miraheau  retbues  them  from 
nany  imputed  criimes  and  immoralitiea,  but  he  charges 
:heoa  with  the  mod  extenfive  views  of  amUtion,  and 
lefcxihes  them  as  the  bafia  on  which  the  illuminati  have 
founded  thcmfelves. 

CHAP.    IV* 

On  Free^mafonrj^  eonfidering  U  as  the  mofi  ufeful  EflabRJbmenf 
to  the  Illumfnati. 

This  infUtutiop  is  treajted  ^ith  refpe£31;  qn  aG<;pvint  of 
ts  fui^damental  principkSf  equality  and  charity  ;>  but  he 
iddsy   <^  Whatever  mfj  he  the  operations  of  the  free- 

<  mafonSf  they  give  rife  to  ;m  aflbciation,  the  afibciation 
!<  produces  meetings^  thefe  meetings  are  filled  with  elo* 

<  quent  oratorsj  tli|e  progrefs  from  religious  eloqt^nce 
*<  to  fanaticifm  is  but  flxortt  and  the  difcourfes  of  thefe 
^<  orators  excite  the  defire  of  atteinpting  it.    Inftru£lione 

112  "  are 
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^<  are  imparted  on  the  attainment  of  new  degreesi  degrees 
**  are  the  reward  of  zea],  zeal  leads  to  the  formadon  of 
<f  engagements,  engagements  to  oaths,  oaths  to  every 
«•  thing." 

CHAR    V. 
dcewni  rfthi  Se^  oflttunmatu 

Thejr  Ate  defcribed  as  confoirators  "  in  fayour  of 
<*  defpotifm  againft  liberty,  of  incapacity  againft  genius, 
<<  of  vice  agamft  virtue,  of  ignorance  againft  knowledge. 
*'  Formed  in  the  receiles  of  impenetrable  darknefs,  this 
<<  fociety  conftitutes  a  new  race  of  beings :  they  are  ac- 
<*  ouainted  without  feeing  each  other,  underftand  without 
'<  tne  aid  of  expreflion,  and  ai&ft  each  other  without 
f^.friendihip.  The  aim  of  this  fociety  is  to  govern  the 
«»  world,  to  appropriate  to  itfclf  the  authority  of  fove- 
<<  reigns,  to  ufurp  their  place,  leaving  them  only  the 
**  barren  honour  of  wearing  the  crown.  From  the  Jcfuits 
f'  thev  have  adopted  the  principles  of  blind  obedience, 
«'  and  the  regicide  fvftem  of  the  (eventeeth  century  j  from 
"  free-mafonry,  prooations,  and  exterior  ceremonies  \  from 
<<  the  templars,  fubterranean  incantation^  and  an  incredible 
««  boldncfs.  They  make  ufe  of  phyfical  difcovcries  to 
<*  impofe  on. the  unlettered  multitude;  the  faihionable 
<*  fables  to  awaken  curiofity,  and  encourage  profelytifm; 
<'  and  the  opinions  of  antiquity  to  familiarize  mankind 
"  with  the  commerce  of  intermediate  fpirits.  Every  kind 
<<  of  error  which  affli£led  mankind,  every  experiment, 
<'  every  invention,  is  rendered  fubfervient  to  the  views  of 
«•  the  illuminati." 

Speaking  of  their  artifices  to  gain  efteem  and  prerent 
fufpicion,  he  fays,  <<  The  illummati  have  alfo  tfic  ad- 
<'  drefe  to  load  with  honours,  fimple  mafons  of  acknow* 
•«  legged  probity.  The  vulgar  (and  bv  this  word  I  do 
•<  not  mean  the  mere  mob,  but  men  of  every  clafs  who 
"  refjeft  but  little),  the  vulgar  I  fay,  confound  objefls, 
*«  and  guarantee  the  integrity  of  Orontes  and  Clcon. 
"  Well!  there  is  no  doubt  that  Orontes  and  Clcon  are 
**  men  of  honour,  zealous  citizens,  iknd  warm  friends; 
«*  but  they  themfelves  are  dupes  to  their  leaders,  andthu^ 
««  become  the  firft  fpriiigs  of  a  machine,  the  ufes  of 
**  which  they  do  not  underftand,  and  people  more  artful 
*«  thaa  themfelves  exhibit  to  the  world,  the  integrity  of 

«<  Orontes 
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'<  Orontes  and  Cleon,  as  an  ^flurance  of  the  purity  of 
^«  their  myfteries,  and  thus  give  an  effeflual  (!l>ntradic- 
^^  tion  to  any  one  who  entertains  a  doubt  of  the  inno- 
^^  ccncy  of  their  occult  fittings.'* 

CHAP.    VI. 

Of  the  Circles. 

The  circles  are  defcribed  as  the  adml^iftrative  com- 
mittees of  the  fed,  fcattered  in  di£Ferent  provinces,  and 
compofed  of  nine  perfons  each.  Their  myfterious  opera- 
tions and  local  connediion  are  defcribed  with  afiFc£led 
minutenefs,  and  a  mixture  of  truth  and  falfebood. 

CHAP.    VIL 

Of  the  Probation  which  mvfl  be  undergone  to  conftitute  one  of 
the  lUuminati  Member  of  a  Circle. 

This  chapter,  written  with  great  affe£^ed  exa£lnefs, 
and  no  inconfiderable  (hare  of  invention,  difplays  a  fends 
of  probations  at  once  difgufting,  impious,  and  obfcene^ 
and  gives  the^ornLof  an  abjuration,  which  releafes  the 
party  who  makes  it  from  all  previous  ties,  however  facred' 
and  binding,  and  delivers  iiim  over  entirely  to  the  illu- 
l^iinati.  l^e  account  is  curious,  ^ndeveny  if  totally  un- 
true, becomes  intereftipg  \>y  thi9  furprlfe  and  horror 
whic^  it  exci(e9« 

CHAP.    VIIL 

That  the  SeSl  of  Illaminati  mujl  necejfarily  deflroy  anj  King* 
dom  wher§  they  are  encouraged. 

Tl>is  is  proved  by  a  variety  of  poCtion^  and  jnduiJlioni, 
and  by  a  review  of  ^he  (different  profcflions  and  public 
bodies  which  ^S^(k  governments 

.   C  H  A  P.    IX,.. 

That  Kings  are  feculifirly  inferred  tq  deftroy  thf  new  Seff. 

In  this  chapter  a  diftinftion  .  is  made  between  jthc 
dignity  of  the  crown,  and  the  geriferaf  interefts  of  the 
Vingdpm,  and  the  topic  is  ijiforccd  l?y  a  variety  of  argu- 
fnients  and  ioft?|n<^es. 

UJ  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    X. 

tiat  ilfi  &i?  efJUluminati  wauU-f  jf  it  werepoffibki  i^rtq 
SacUij  itfelf. 

CHAP.    XI. 

Oh  thf  Means  rfdefirojing  tie  Sea  ofSlumnati. 

TbU  Mirabeau  propofes  to  cffc£l  by  mcitis  of  a  com- 
bination of  men  of  lietkers-  who  ihall  eii^Kifb  dibir  princi- 
{>lei,  fecretSj  and  exertions  to  the  abhorrence  of  fbcietj. 

CHAP.     XII. 

The  degree  of  Eftimaiwh  he/hi)i}id  on  tie  Bltsminati  i^fonmfy 
and  in  tbeprtfent  Tims. 

After  relating  the  priAcipks  aAd  fates  of  Ihreral  anciem 
jmpoftorS}  Mirabeau  defcribes  the  hatred  and  jakuij 
which  prevail  among  the  TiGonaries  and  magnetifts  of 
thcfe  time»Y  and  the  contempt  with  which  Swedenborg 
and  Layater  threat  all  fedaries  but  tHeir  owPf 

CliAP.    lift. 

SrZ<  Degyek  tf  Eftihtatioh  ih  ivhicB  ihe  Fmnders  of  the 
Modern  SeA  dre  ^kU 

In  this  chapter»  the  author  derides  and  ridicules  fevcral 
looted  vifionaries  and  founders  of  fefts,  as  Saint  Germaiai 
ie  Grand|  Schroepfer,  together  with  tlieir  adherents, 

CHAP.    XIV, 

Ctf  the  State  of  ihofe  Countries  iiihick  are  eoaffdered  as  fr> 
teeing  th'e  Se^. 

This  chapter  contains  a  fevere  fatire  againft  m^y  iQo- 
dern  governments  and  focial  ihffiiutions. 

tiJAP.    XV. 

PW^ei]it  Methods  of  diminijhing  the  Efliptatio^  of  the  Se3^ 


The  fubjedl  beg^iA^n  the  etevendi  clmMer  is  ben 
refumed  and  extended.  The  means  propbitA  ait,  il^i 
The  {productions  of  men  of  letters*    2d^  To  infpirc  a 

-  ■         '        '    '  '  tallc 
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t^ile    for    literature.      3d,  A  new  fyftem  of  education. 
4th«  A  reform  in  the  order  of  frer*ma(bns.     sth^  Ridi* 
cule,  and   principally  dramatic  fatixe.    Hie  treachery  of 
thefe  fuggeftions  is  remarkable,  as  every  one  of  the  means 
adverted  to,  except  the  fourth,  which, is  a  mere  abfurdity, 
has  been  ufed  or  referred  to  by  the  members  or  favOttrers 
of  the  k£k.    They  have  had  a  ready  and  determined  band 
of  literary  afliftants  prepared  to  aid  their  caufe  by  ever/ 
poffible   effort.      They  have  eftabliflied  book-focieties  and 
reading-rooms  for  the  mere  purpofe  of  extending  their 
permcious  fyftems.    They  have  been  conftant  advocates 
for  and  projefiors  of  new  fyftems  of  education.    And 
the  drama  in  Germany  and  France  has  been  almoft  en- 
tirely devoted  to  the  celebration  of  their  heroes,  to  the 
enforcement  of  their  dogmas  both  moral  and  political, 
and  to  the  ridicule  both  of  perfons  and  eftabUQiments 
which  they  were  de&rous  to  deftroy.  ' 

The  notes,  which  are  twenty-one  in  number,  are  many 
of  them  extra£te4  from  fcarce  pttblicatlons»  and  are  in 
general  carious  and  intereftiiig. 


qppwp 


,  No.  vm. 

LMet  frwi  Thomas  Paik  ia  Sir  Archibald 
MACDONALXii  then  Attormej^enerai  i  read  at 
Guildhail  on  Pa\fCt  Trial ;  the  Hand-writing  being 
proved  by  Thomas  Chapman,  Printer^  and  John 
jPvrdue  Efq.  rftbeExcife  Office.  ExiraSted/rota 
CturnpyV  Edifian  oj^his  Xri^^  f.  92. 

.pAi^ts»  i^hof  Nov. 

xi  Year  <^f  tke  Republic. 

Sir, 
A  8  there  can  be  no  perfonal  refeotment  between  two 
^^  ftrangere,  t  write  this  letter  to  you,  aa  lo  a  n^n 
again  ft  whom  I  have  no  animofity. 
^  You  have^  as  attorney-general,  commenced  a  profecu« 
tibn  againft  me^  as  the  author  of  the  Rights  of  Itfan, 
114  Had 


Had  not  my  duty,  in  confequence  of  my  being  ele£led  a 
member  of  the  national  convention  of  France,  called  me 
from  England,  I  (hould  have  flayed  to  have  contefted 
the  injuftice  of  that  profecution  ;  not  upon  my  own  ac« 
county  for  I  cared  not  about  the  profecution,  but  to  have 
dcfeilded  the  principles  I  had  advanced  in  the  work. 

The  duty  I  am  now  engaged  in  is  of  too  much  import- 
ance to  permit  me  to  trouble  myfelf  about  your  profecu-v 
tlon :  when  I  have  leifure,  I  fliall  have  no  objeAion  to 
meet  you  on  that  ground ;  but  as  I  now  Hand,  whether 
you  go  on  with  the  profecution,  or  whether  you  do  not, 
or  whether  you  obtain  a  verdid,  or  not,  is  a  matter  of  the 
mod  perfeft  indifference  to  me  a$  an  individual.  If  you 
obtain  one  (which  you  are  welcome  to  if  you  c^n  get  it), . 
it  cannot  affed  me  either  in  perfon.  propqrty,  or  reputa- 
tion, otherwife  than  to  incrcafe  the  latter;  and  with 
refpe£):  to  yourfelf,  it  is  as  confiflent  that  you  obtain  a 
verdi£t  againfl  the  man  in  the  moon  as  againfl  n^e  ;  neither 
do  I  fee  how  you  can  continue  the  profecution  againfl  me 
as  yo)a  would  have  done  againfl  One  of  your  own  ffopk 
who  had  abfented  himfelf- becaufe  he  was  piefecuted: 
what  pafled  at  Dover  proves  that  my  departure  from 
Epgland  was  no  fecret. 

My  necefTary  abfence  £com  your  country  now,  in  con« 
fequence  of  mv  duty  here,  affords  the  opportunity  of  know- 
ing whether  tne  profecution  was  intended  againft  Thoma^ 
Paine,  or  againfl  the  rights  of  the  people  of  England  to 
invefligate  fyflems  and  principles  of  government ;  for  as  I 
cannot  now  be  the  pbje^  of  the  profecution,'  the  going  on 
with  the  profecution  will  fliew  that  fomething  elfe  was  the 
obje6l|  apd  that  fomething  elfe  can  be  no  other  than  the 
people  pf  England,  for  it  is  againfl  tiefr  rights  and  BOt 
againfl  me,  that  a  verdi£l  or  fentence  can  operate,  if  it 
can  operate  at  9II.  Be  then  fo  candid  as  tp  tell  the  jury 
(if  you  choofe  to  continue  the  procefs)  whpm  it  is  you 
are  profecuting,  and  on  whom  it  is  that  the  yerdi£l  i^  tQ 
fall.      ... 

But  I  have  other  reafpns  than  thofe  I  h^ye  mentioned 
for  writing  yoi^  this  letter,  and,  howeyer  you  may  clfoofc 
to  interpret  them,  they  prpceed  from  a  good  heart,  Thp 
^Ime,  Sir.  Is  becoming  too  ferious  to  play  with  court  pro- 
secutions, an3  fport  with  national  rights.  The  te^rribic 
examples  that  have  taken  place  here,  upon  men  who  lefs 
tliaa  a  year  ago  thought  themfelves  ^s  fecure  a$  any  pro-^ 
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fecuting  judge,  jury,  or  attorney-general,  can   now  do 
in   England,  ought  to  have  fome  weight  with  men  ia 
your  fituation.    That  the  government  of  England  is  as 
great,  if  not  the  greateft,  perfection  of  fraud  and  corrup- 
tion  that  ever  took  place  fince  governments  began,  is 
-what  you  cannot  be '  a  ftranger  to,  unlefs  the  conftant 
habit  of  feeing  it  hns  blinded  your  fenfes ;  but  though 
you  may  not  choofe  to  fee  it,  the  people  are  feeing  it' 
very  faft»  and  the  progrefs  is  beyond  what  you  may  cfaopfe 
to  believe.     Is  it  poffible  that  you  or  I  can  believe,  or 
that  reafon  can  -make  any  other  man  believe,  that  the  ca- 
pacity of  fuch.  a  man  as  Mr.  Guelph,  or  any  of  his  proJii- 
gate  fons,  is  neceflary  to  the  government  of  a  nation.    I 
fpeak.to  you  as  one  man  ought  to  fpeak  to  another^  and 
I  know  alfo^  that  I  fpeak  what  other  people  are  beginning 
to  think* 

That  you  cannot  obtain  a  verdid  (and  if  you  do  it  wil)  . 
Cgnify  nothing)  without  packing  a  jury,  (and  we  both 
know  that  fuch  tricky  are  praftifed,)  is  what  I  have  very 
good  reafon  to  believe.     I  have  gone  into  coQee^houfes, 
:»nd  places  where  I  was  unknown,  on  purpofe  to  learn  the.  , 

currency  of  opinion,  and  I  never  yet  faw  any  company  of 
twelve,  m^n  that  condemned  the  book,  but  I  have  oftea 
ifound  a  greater  number  than  twelve  approving  it,  and  this 
i^  I  think  a  fair  way  of  colle£ting  the  natural  currency  of 
opinion.  Do  not  then.  Sir,  be  the  inftrument  of  drawing 
twelve  men  into  a  fituation  that  mar  be  injurious  to  them 
afterwards.  I  do  not  fpeak  this  from  policy,  but  from 
benevolence ;  but  if  you  choofe  to  go  on  with  die  procefs^ 
\  make  it  my  requeft  to  you  that  you  will  read  this  letter 
in  cpjir^,  after  which  the  judge  and  the  jury  may  do  a« 
they  pleafe.  As  I  do  not  confider  myfelf  the  oh]t€t  of 
the  profe<:ution,  neither  can  I  be  afFe£ted  by  the  iffue,  one 
way  or  the  other,  I  ihall,  though  a  foreigner  in  your 
(:ountry,  fubfcribe  as  much  money  as  any  other  man  to-r 
virards  fupporting  the  right  of  the  nation  againil  the  pro-* 
{ecution  ;  and  it  is  for  this  purpofe  only  that  1  (hall  do  it. 

Thomas  Pain^* 
'  Jo  Archibald  Macdonalp,  ' 

^ttomejr-Gcncrai. 
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No.  IX. 

Ahftr^£l  o/ftrio^^s  Spee^by  intended  to  have  keen  de^ 
Hvered  in  Reply  to  Rob£spi£rr£V  Anfwer  to 
LouTBT*/  Acctjfation;  and  Pbtioii'j  hctter  to  the 
JaeBbin  Club.  Extra^ed  from  <Im:  Mercure 
mn^ois,  No.  du  ty  Novcmbre  179%* 

THft  infettnCes  drawn  from  Pctiim's  publicadoft  are 
thefe : 

I.  That  the  men  who  have  afliimed  to  themfehet  the 
glory  of  the  toth  of  Auguft)  ate  thofe  to  whoqi  it  lead 
Selofigs  \  that  it  is  due  to  thofb  who  prepared  the  eyent, 
to  the  Imperiotts  nat^re  of  thingSy  to  the  bran  fi^erates» 
and  their  fecret  dire£h>ra. 

1.  That  the  wnmune^  inftead  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
tetolmionatj  effort,  when  it$  obje^  was  attainedi  thought 
h  more  digmfied  to  enter  into  a  l£tte  of  rivalihip  with  the 
kgiilative  afltmbly )  whofe  decrees  they  obeyed  tor  refi(ted» 
jtift  a^  thcfy  fonnd  thtm  favourable  or  conttadidoty  to 
^ir  views. 

3.  1  hat  from  that  ejmch,  Petion  retained  only  a  Ihadow 
of  power,  and  that  he  was  Unwilling  that  his  name  Iho^ld 
bt  annexed  to  a  multitude  of  irregular  ad^s. 

4.  That  Robefpierrt  aflVimed  the  greateft  afipendancy 
bi  the  council ',  that  Ibbfequently  to  the  decree  for  open- 
ing the  barriers,  he  faw  nothing  but  precipices  and  c^a- 
fpiraciesi  and  waa  contmually  denouncing  (iJippofed  con* 
ipirators  1  that  he  inflamed  the  people  by  the  moft  ani- 
mated declamations  %  that  the  ^dions  were  inftnenced  by 
fhefc  im^reffions,  communttatird  them  to  others. 

5.  That  the  committee  of  in|pe£tion  filled  the  prlfons ; 
that  a  man  I  whofe  very  name  is  become  odious^  and  in- 
fpires  terifOT  ip  the  mmds  of  peaceable  citl^^ens,  Manti 
had  aiTumed  the  dired^ion  of  the  police. 

6.  That  the  crimes  of  the  ad  of  September  and  the  fol- 
lowing days  wpuld  not  hay^  taken  place»  or  would  have 
been  ftopped,  if  thofe  whp  h^d  in  their  hands  the  diredion 
of  the  armed  fprce  had  beheld  theip  with  la^Qnor;  that 

tl\ofe 
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tlboTe  who  cc^mmitted  ihe  maflkcres  in  the  prifons  \Krtte  yerj 
few  in  number  j  that  Pfetidn  was  only  informed  of  th^ 
arent  ih  a  Vague  aiid  itidife£l:  m^niier ;  that  h«  immtdi- 
ately  wrbte  to  the  cbnlknand^tit-generalj  from  whom  to 
rtceiir^d  lio  anfwer ;  that  he  wrotie  again,  and  the  com- 
mandant-general re[»li^d,  that  he  had  gi^n  ordetSj  but 
diey  wet6  licrt  obieyed. 

7.  Thit  the  cbmmitt^e  of  inrpcflioti  of  the  cmmum 
liad,  in  faft,  iffued  z  decree  of  arreft  againft  the  ttlinifter, 
Rdlatid,  oh  the  4th  of  September^  a  {>etiod  when  the  md** 
facrfes  SKtttt  ftill  continued. 

18.  That  the  ele£boral  sliTembly  tea^  influenced.  c6m^ 
iti^tlded,  by  a  fniall  hutiiber  of  men ;  and  that  the  elec* 
tldhs  wete  regulated  by  lifts  t^luch  ^cte  exa^ily  ioI« 
lowed. 

9.  Irhat  trefh  ma^cres  i;7ere  announced  for  the  acth 
of  Beptetober ;  that  fcveral  teprefientatives  of  the  people, 
the  moft  ardent  defenders  of  liberty,  were  pointect  out  as 
ti£iims ;  that  Petion  had  often  ieverely  reprgached  Itobe<« 
fpierre  for  the  fu|picions  he  entertained  of  fevietal  deputies, 
^nd  partitulariy  fitiflbt^  and  that  Robefpierte  had  allured  ' 

him  that  Briflbt  was  fold  to  firunfwitk. 

Finally^  Itiat  he  did  not  believe  that  Robefpierre  had 
ifpttii  to  the  di'f^atbrihip,  but  that  Matat  had  folid^ed  it 
fch  his  behalf.  If  Ferocity  Ifcre  nbt  the  chatadacriftic  ot 
folly,  Petion  added,  thete  would  be  nothing  fo  ridiculous 
as  thai  being  whom  nature  feetiis  expiefsly  tohavt  marked 
ll^ith  the  &^  of  teptobhtion. 

Jbrome  JPetionV  Letter  to  the  JacMn  CbA* 

For  fom^  time  paft  attacks,  more  or  lefs  dire£}:,  more 
or  lefs  violent,  have  been  levelled  at  me  in  this  fociety. 
Till  now,  t  never  thought  it  necefTaiy  to  anfwer,  but  it  is 
time  to  ^op  this  fyftem  of  intrigue  and  calumny.  I  do 
not  love  to  fpeak  of  myfelf  j  1  never  permitted  rtyfelf  in 
public  to  fay  a  iingle  word  oF  the  fervices  I  had  rendered ; 
$it  this  day  it  becomes  a  duty,  and  I  fiiall  perform  it,  with- 
pu):  affefiipg  a  falfe  delicacy. 

I  loved  and  cultivated  liberty  belFore  her  birth  in  my 
country.  ,  • 

I  gave  raylcliF  up  to  the  ftudy  of  laws  and  governments, 
and,  before  the  revolution,  was  the  author  of  feveral 
yfOx\f%i  wliich  breadie  tHc  ipvc  of  equality  and  liberty. 

^  In 
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Id  the  conftituent  zBctnhljp  I  defended  die  rights  o£  the 
people  with  courage  and  conftancy* 

At  the  perbd  of  the  famous  feceflion,  I  (aved  this  fo- 
Ciety.  I  remember  a  period  when  it  was  composed  only 
of  tnree  members  of  the  national  aflembly,  and  twenty  or 
thirty  other  citizens.  Terror  had  difperfed  the  reft.  It 
bad  driven  away  many  who^  at  this  day»  a£t  the  moft 
^nfpiijuous  parts. in  0ie  pinb.  Of  the  three  members  of 
the  aflembly»  one  was  little  l^nown.  RpbefpierrCj  though 
be  enjoye4  a  }iigh  reputation  for  patriotifmi  had  not  ac^ 
quired  that  eftimation'  which  is  derived  from  wifdom  ;uid 
temp^erance  in  the  condu£l  of  public  afiairs.  I  hare  fcen 
ilobefpierre  trembling ;  Robefptcrre  propofing  flight  \ 
Robcfpierre  not  daring  ^o  (ticyf  h}ipfe)f  m  ^  a^enibly.-? 
Afk  him  if  I  trembled. 

I  faved  ^o))efpierre  himfe)f  from  perfecutioni  by  at^r 
taching  myfelf  to  h'ls  lot|  when  he  yras  deferted  hy  the  jA 
pf  the  world. 

I  have  more  than  once  faved  Paris>  ?pfl  (pared  the  blood 
of  the  people. 

I  .contributed)  In  no  flight  icffca^  to  bring  on  the  events 
of  the  loth  of  Auguft. 

I  bavci  fince  that  peripdi  found  my  influenice  iconfider- 
ably  reduce^  i  the  publip  will  judge  whether  that  reduc- 
tion has  been  beneficial  or  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  thif 
citVj  and  tb,e  tranquillity  of  tne  inhabitants* 

1  dill  retain  hopes  of  ferving  my  pouptry^ 

I  declare  that  I  do  not,  nor  ever  will  ^lo|)g  t9  any 
party. 

I  declare  that  I  know  not  of  a  BriJfotinefoBwn ;  that  is 
fpite  of  the  general  blindnefs  and  warmth  on  this  fubjedt 
this  faf^ion  is  a  mere  chimera,  apd  that  there  is  no  n^an 
fo  little  qualified  tp  be  the  head  of  a  party  as  Briflbt. 

I  declare  that  the  Jacobin  club  has  rendered  moft  iffl? 
portent  fervices  to  the  country,  that  it  may  ftlU  continue 
to  do  f0|  apd  that  I  will  defend  the  Ibciety  with  sdl  my 
ftrength'i  but  without  prejudice  |  that  I  will  ac(opt  their 
opinions  when  I  tbipk  them  reafonabiei  but  will  combat 
them  when  I  think  itliem  erroneous. 

When  we  contemplate  feme  of  thofe  men  who  aflT^ft 
an  appearance  of  fucl^  ardent  patriotifm  \  tliofe  boafters  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty^  lyhq  biit  Utely  were  flaves,  and  who 
would  to-morrow  relapfe  into  tne  fame  condition  under  a 
king ;  thofe  pien  who  have  the  pref^mptioq  to  afifcrt  that 
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no  one  elfe  is  capable  of  attaining  their  height :'  it  h  fuf- 
ficient  to  excite  a  difguft  againfl:  patriotifm,  in  every  heart 
•where  that  virtue  is  not  deeply  engraved. 

As  for  myfelf,  I  am,  at  this  day,  what  I  have  ever  bccit. 
Immovable  in  my  principles,  I  fay  that  whatever  may 
happen,  I  will  die  free. 


No.  X. 

Robespierre'j  Letter  to  Jerome  Petion,   occa^ 
Jioned  by  the  preceding  Publications. 


H 


ow  great,  my  dear  Petion,  is  the  inftabllity  of  human 
affairs,  when  you,  heretofore  my  brother  in  arms, 
and  at;  the  fame  time  the  mod  gentle  of  mankind,  on  a 
fudden  declare  yourfelf  the  mod  violent  of  my'accufers! 
Do  not  fuppofe  from  this  exordium  that  it  is  my  intention 
to  fpeak  either  of  you  or  of  myfelf.  We  are  but  two 
atoms,  loft  in  the  immenfity  of  the  moral  and  political 
world.  I  am  not  going  to  anfwer  your  inculpations ;  (I 
am  accufed  of  having  already  Ihewn  too  much  condefcen* 
fion  in  that  refpefl: ;)  but  your  prefent  political  doftrines. 
It  would  now,  perhaps,  be  rather  too  late  to  refute  your 
fpeech ;  but  it  is  always  time  to  defend  truth  and  prin- 
ciples. Our  quarrels  are  but  topics  of  a  day  \  principles 
are  eternal. 

It  is  on  this  condition  only,  my  dear  Petion,  that  I  will 
take  up  the  gauntlet  you  have  thrown.  You  will  even  re- 
cognize, in  my  manner  of  combating,  the  friendfhip  or  the 
weaknefs  I  formerly  felt  for-you.  If  in  this  difpute,  which 
is  entirely  philanthropic,  you  fliould  be  expofed  to  fome 
flight  blows,  they  will  be  aimed  only  at  your  vanity ;  and 
ou  have,  beforehand,  put  me  quite  at  eafe  on  that  head, 
»y  declaring  that  you  have  none.  Befides,  the  right  of 
cenfure  is  reciprocal ;  it  is  the  fliield  of  liberty  ;  and  you 
are  fo  finccrely  attached  to  principles,  that  you  will,  I  am 
fure,  feel  more  pleafure  in  being  yourfelf  the  objedl  of  it, 
than  you  experienced  in  exercifmg  it  againft  me. 

I  will 


I 
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t  Will  not  diflemUe  that  one  of  the*  nu>ft  pmrerful  of 
the  motiTet  which  induce  me  to  enter  into  the  Qfts  againft 
tou  is  the  defire  of  feeing  tbofe  heroio  a^ons  which  dg 
honour  to  the  Fiench  nation,  and  to  the  human  race^  and 
which  yout  undoubtedlr  from  not  knomng  ^lem,  havo 
.Aufreprefeuted,  faithfully  tranfmitted  to  poffi^rity.  I  wil{ 
remind  you  of  circumftances  known  to  iuc  hundred  thou- 
iand  perfons  i  and  I  (hall  not  be  expofed  to  fufpicion  \  for 
I  was,  almoft  as  much  as  yourfelfy  a  ftranger  to  the  glori- 
ous events  of  our  laft  rerolution ;  we  have  only  the  fiitii^ 
fsAioa  of  knowing,  that  at  that  memorable  period  the 
countTY  had  many  defenders,  more  ufeful  than  either  of  us. 

In  toe  firft  place,  it  feems  to  me  that  you  do  not  fpeak 
of  the  rerolution  which  has  broken  our  fetters  with  all  the 
refpe£l  that  it  defenres.  Whence  a'i^e^  the  acrimonv 
with  which  you  exprefs  yourfelf  refpe£Ung  everv  tranl- 
aQion,  and  every  individual  at  all  conns&ed  with  that 
event? 

When  you  fay  that  the  event  is  principally  to  be 
afcribed,  to  thofe  who  prepared  it,  it  is  evident  that 
jou  allude  to  thofe  who  did  not  accomplifli  it.  And 
if  it  is  to  yourfelf  that  you  mean  principally  to  adr 
vert,  you  muit  (hare  that  merit  with  all  thofe  who 
have  defended  the  caufe  of  liberty.  You  are  willing 
to  yield  a  fmall  portico  to  the  federates^  to  whom  you 
aever  ceafcd  to  recommend  inaQion;  whom  you  gave 
yourfelf  no  trouble  to  procure  the  means  of  remaining  at 
Paris ;— to  their  fecretdire^ors,  of  i^om  you  never  fpok^ 
hut  with  unea(incfs  and  i^iftnift,  men  whom  you  an4 
vour  aflbciate$  now  clafs  in  A^  rank  of  agitators*  Do  yoi| 
know  that  member  of  the  legiflative  aflemUy  who  on  the 
9th  of  Auguft  faid  to  one  ot  his  friends,  <<  If  the  pieople 
<<  are  timid,  or  hefitatc,  blow  n^y  brains  o^t  with  a  pi^ol, 
'  <<  and  let  my  bloody  corpfe  be  dragged  about  P;\ris,  tdbaj 
*<  revenge  may  lead  the  people  to  hberty !  This  is  one 
of  the  men  whom  your  friend?  inceflantly  calumniate. 

But  why  do  yoa  not,  with  equal  readinelkj  do  ju(tice  to 
the  people  of  Paris  ? 

Why  do  you  not,  at  Icaft  among  thofe  who  prepared 
the  revo]i;ition,  enumerate  the  fe£li6ns  of  Paris,  fo  much 
(landered  (ince  that  period  by  your  afTociates  ?  Inftead  of 
aiding  their  pernicious  defigns,  why  do  you  not  remind 
the  departments,  deceived  by  their  imppfture$i,  that,  for 
"  more  than  a  month,  they  had  declared  themfelve^  perma- 
nent. 
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nenty  that  they  had  fignallzed  their  ufeful  a£liv(ty  by  im-' 
mortal  decf  ees,  the  infallible  precurfora  of  the  resolution  j^ 
Why  did  you  not  fay  that  it  wa^  they  who  folemnly  dil'* 
cuffed  the  facred  neceffity  of  infttrre&ion,  who  rallied  all 
the^bldters  of  liberty,  and  who,  in  the  night  of  the  gth 
of  Auguft,  at  length  gave  the  (ignal  of  battle  agafnft  m 
rebellious  and  confpiring  oourt  ?  Do  you  not  perceive  that 
this  politic  and  courageous  proceeding  was  abfolutely  ne* 
cefiary,  to  unite  and  dired  the  popular  force  againft  the 
^ntt-revoltttionary  army  afiembl^d  by  the  tyrants  in  Paris  i 
This  was  not  all ;   it  was  neceflary  to  create  a  central 
authority,  to  fubftitute  for  thofe  who  had  1<^  the  eon& 
deuce  of  the  people.    This  authority  could  not  be  vefted 
in  the  department,  notorioufly  fold  to  the  court  (  or  ia 
your  old  department,  which  had  juft  refufed  the  requeft 
of  the  citizens  to  throw  down  the  buds  of  la  Fayette  an4 
BaiUy,  where  the  nioft  zealous  reprefeti^atives  of  the  people 
had  oeen  infuked  with  impunity,  by  fateliites,  and  even 
by  their  colleagues,  while  you  prefided,  and  even  in  your 
prefence.    You  might,  then,  hasve  praifed  the  prudence 
of  the  fe£iioQS  who  named  eommiffioners  to  replace  the 
old  council-general  of  the  ^ommutu^  and  who  invefted  them 
with  full  powers  to  fave  the  commtme  of  Paris,  and  alt 
France.    By  what  fatality,  my  dear  Petion,  does  it  happen 
that  this  new  council-general  is  the  principal  obje£);  of  th^ 
libellous  publication  on  which  we  are  now  engaged  ?   To« 
have  permitted  an  important  avowal  to  efcape  you,  under 
the  form  of  a  quali$cation  of  your  reproaches*    <<  Thefe 
^^  Commiflionevs,  'M^#ff)(^iS^y  (yo4i  fay,)  conceived  a  grand 
^  idea,  and  took  %  bold  ilep,  in  pofleffing  themfelves  of 
^  all  the  municipal  powers,  in  putting  themfelves  in  the 
^<  pl^^e  of  the  counciUgeneral,  whole  weaknefs  or  cor- 
^  mption  they  dreaded;  they  courageouily  riCked  their 
*'  lives,   if  fuocefs  had  not  crowned  their    enterprife.** 
What  was  this  emerprife  ?    'Hie  deftrudion  of  tyranny  : 
then  they  expofed  themfelves  in  thecaufe  of  liberty.   Add, 
if  you  pleafe,  that  in  the  firft  days  of  September  they 
flieiok  f%n%  and  all  France,  to  crufli  the  armies  of  defpo- 
tifm ;  and  you  will  be  compelled  to  own,  that  they  have 
twice  faved  the  country.     Do  you  then  affume  the  pen  to 
join  their  detra£l;ors  ?  When  fublime  a£kions  prefent  them- 
felves for  admiration,  whence  arifes  this  mania  of  feeking 
for  a  few  defefts  to  cenfure  ?    If  a  nation  is  ungrateful,  it 
ha»  fome  fort  of  right  to  be  fo«     Citizens  owe  every  thing 

25  to 


to  (heijr  country,  and  the  country  o^ed  nothing  to'them'r 
or  at  lead  it  is  their  duty  to  pardoji  her  injuftice :  btift 
you»  citizen,  by  what  right  do  you  fpeak  of  the  deftroyerg 
of  tyranny  in  the  fame  terms  as  tyfailts  themfelves  ?  Tott 
even  go  the  leiigth  of  attempting  to  wreft  from  them  the 
merit  of  thofe  fervices  you  have  fo  recently  ackpowledged, 
by  faying  that  the  revolutioH  of  the  loth  of  A^gufi  would  have 
teen  effeffed  without  them.  Strange  manner  of  appreciating 
thofe  who  fo  powerfully  contributed  tb  it  I  Had  you  been  afc 
the  houfe  of  the  commune  you  would  have  knov^n  where 
ivas  the  rallying  point  for  the  people ;  that  it  was  with  the 
xiew  magiftrates  that  the  defenders  of  liberty  maintained  a 
eonftant  communication ;  you  ^ould  have  known  how 
great  were  their  exertions  to  procure  for  the  citizens  am- 
munition iand  arms,  and  to  ftifle  the  confpiracy  of  the 
court.  Tou  would  have  feen  the  cairn  and  tran<juil  Coun 
rage  with  which,  among  other  tilings,  the;^'  performed,  ixt 
that  dreadful  crifis,  a  decifive  a£tion.  I  allude  to  th^ 
treachery  of  the  commandant  of  the  national  guards  whoj 
in  confederacy  With  the  tonfpirators  of  the  Tuilleries,  had 
given  orders  to  the  officers  of  the  corpS'de^r^erve  to  let  the 
people  advance,  and  then  fire  upo^n  them  in  the  rear,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  cannon  of  the  cafiile  (hould  ndow 
them  down  in  front.  The  council-general  difcovered  this 
plot  in  the  middle  of. the  night;  they  fent  twice  for  the 
commandant-general,  who  did  not  obey  till  the.fecond 
fummons ;  they  prefented  to  him  the  fatal  order,  figned 
with  his  hand,  and.  which  ftill  remains  in  the  archives  of 
the  commune  \  the  council-general  caufed  the  traitor  to  be 
arrefted,  and  adopted  meafures  equally  prompt  and  vigor- 
ous to  difconcert  his  treafonable  deCgns.  Without  this, 
liberty  was  at  an  end  %  and  yet  you  do  not  deign  to  give 
this  circumilance  a  place  among  thofe  which  decided  the 
vi£tory  in  favor  of  the  people !  What  are  the  enormous 
crimes  which,  in  your  contemplation,  have  effaced  the 
merit  of  thefe  fervices'^? 

*  Robefpierre  difplays  eonfumiDate  art  in  glaring  this  falfe  accoant 
of  the  circumdances  attending  the  murder  of  Mandat.  He  knew  that 
Fetion,  who  himfeif  had  figned  the  order  to  repel  force  by  force* 
would  not  dare  to  contradict,  or  challenge  a  proof  of  thefe  fa^s  $  and 
the  infmuation  that  .fome  written  document  was  preferred  in  the 
archives  of  the  commune  is  well  calculated  to  intimidate  the  treacherous 
Petion. 

Who 
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Who  would  bdieire  it?  Tou  reproadi  the  a>u|icil^ 
general  for  not  having  abdicated,  oh  the  morrow  of  the 
combat  at  the  Tuillerics,  the  authority  with  which  they  * 
had  been  ixitrufli^dby  the  peopie,  and  which  the  legtflatiye 
afiembly  had  fan<Sbioned,  in  order  to  recall  the  old  munici^ 
pality,  andt  confequently,  the  old  diredlory.  JTou  attributt 
this  conduS  to  the  love  of  power  i 

You  reproach  the  council-general  with  having  prolonged 
the  revolutionary  effort  beyond  the  neceffary  period* 
What  was  this  effort  ?  You  do  not  defcribe  it  :•  it  Is  pro* 
bafale  that  the  necefiary  period  to  whkh  you  allude,  was 
the  fame  you  had  fixea  as  the  time  for  abdication.  &o 
that,  according  to  you,  the  revolutionary  ejBbrt  ought  to 
have  lailed  four-and-twenty  hours  precifdy  %  you  meafur^ 
political  revolutions' by  thofe  of  the  fun.  But  as  you 
found  yourfelf  pofTefied  of  that  infinite  wifdom,  which  re* 
g:i]lateis  by  certain  laws  the  mod  irregular  phenomena  of 
the  moral  world,  why  did  not  you  fay  to  the  people,  as 
the  Almighty  fays  to  the  ocean,  <<  Thus  far  flialt  thou 
<<  come,  and  here  ihall  thy  proud  waves  be  ftayed  ?''  Why 
did  you  not  come,  and  create  in  one  day  a  new  politics^ 
world,  as  die  Creator  formed  the  world  in  three  days. 
You  did  not  appear  at  the  commune  till  the  third  day  after 
the  capture  of  die  Tuilleries.  You  came  to  announce  to 
^s,  d&at  die  committee  of  twenty*one  in  the  legiflative 
aflembly  was  willing  to  fandion  the  revolution,  and  fon^ 
firm  all  the  uEls  of  the  commune^  This  was  but  a  preapibie 
to  the  further  information  that  the  committee  of  twenty^ 
one  in  the  legiflative  aflembly  had  a  report  ready,  the  ef«* 
feft  of  which  was  to  recall  the  old  municipality.  This  idea« 
with  which  you  feemed  infinitely  delighted,  was  unani- 
mouily  reje^ed  by  the  council-general,  as  the  infallible 
means  of  knitting  up  the  threads  of  thofe  confpiracie$ 
which  ought  to  be  broken  for  ever.  The  fame  day  you 
made  a  long  fpeech  to  prove  that  Louis  XVI..  ought  not 
to  be  (but  up  in  the  tower  of  the  Temple,  and  that  if  he 
was  not  Jodged  in  a  magnificent  hotel,  all  France  would 
^rlfe  againft  the  commune  \  your  opinion  was  over-ruled. 
You  appeared  alarmed;  you  feemed  to  think  that  the 
council-general  was  a£i:uat6d  by  madnefs.  You  fpoke  of 
it  in  the  moft  unqualified  terms ;  you  thought  its  Jlyle  and 
difpoftion  both  reprehenfthU*     You  were  condnually  fighing  ' 

for  the  return  of  your  femi-ariftocradc  municipality.    You 
thought  to  punifii  the  council-general  by  abfenting  your- 
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tt\f\  ind  bontiaiian^  held  councils  with  your  friends, 
either  at  the  committee  of  twenty*one,  or  at  your  own 
houfe,  to  concert  meafuresfor  its  diflblution.     Ton  were, 
like  Achilles,  fulky  with  the  Greeks*     You  fee  how  mach 
your  reproaches  agatnft  the  cpmmune  are  disfigured  by 
paffioo,  and,  I  will  not  fay  how  unjuft,  but  how  chtkli(h 
they  are.     You  were  terrified,  you  fay,  at  the  diforder,  the 
tumult,  th  fpirit  which  prevaiUd  in  that  ajpnmblj.     The 
fpirit  which  animated  the  defenders  of  liberty  tenrified 
you  I  You  difcufs  the  neceflity  of  filence,  not  like  a  ftatef- 
man,  but  like  the  regent  of  a  coUege.     You  wonder  that 
the  council  general,  inflead  9/  confining  itfelfto  the  affairs  of 
the  commune,   rather  refembled  a  political  affemhly.      The 
public  liberty  occupied  a  part  of  their  deliberations  on  the 
1 2th  and  13th  of  Auguft!    They  were  wrong,  undcKibt- 
edly,  they  (hould  have  debated  only  on  the  duties  of  fi:a^ 
vengers  and  lamp^ltghters !   For  what  befides  had  the  people 
appointed  them  ?     They  difcwrfed  of  phts  againfi  the  public 
liberty.    What  folly  to  think  of  plots !  Did  any  ever  exift? 
or  if  they  did,  was  it  the  bufinefis  of  the  council-general  to 
counteract  them  ?     Citizens  were  denounced  befwre  them. 
Was  it  not  enough,  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  to  have  con- 
quered the  Swtfs  foldiers,  and  have  loft  a  great  number  of 
patriots?  Could  they  think  the  following  days  pn^erly 
fpent  in  arrefting  confpirators !  in  denouncing  Montmorini 
Depoixi  Duport,  Lamballe,*and  fo  many  other  worthy 
people  !    Thefe  crimes  muft  be  punifhed*     They  cited  them 
to  their  bar.  They  ought,  at  leaft,  to  have  waited  on  them, 
at  their  own  houfes,  to  have  paid  them  a  vifit  in  a  body! 
,They  heard  them  in  public.     It  would  have  been  better  to 
fubje£t  them  to  a  private  interrogatory.     They  £fmiffei 
tkem  if  acquitted^  or  elfe  detained  them.    They  ought  neither 
to  have  been  difmifled  or  detained !     The  cufiomary  rules 
were  totally  difpenfed  with*     Hang  me  up  thefe  municipal 
officers]  what,  violate  cuftomary  rules  during  a  revolu- 
tion !    You  do  not  tell^us  what  rules  thefe  were,  but  with 
fuch  guilty  magiftrates,  it  is  tiot  worth  while  to  ftefcend 
to  particulars.     Was  it  any  bufinefs  of  theirs  to  adopt 
precautions  to  render  the  event  of  the  battle  of  the  Tuil- 
leries  favourable  to  liberty  ?    Prudent  Petion,  the  commune 
'  of  Paris  had  raifed  the  ftandard  of  infurredion,  in  the 
^  name  of  the  country;  the  caufeof  the  commune  intereficd 

all  France. 
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The  effervefeence  of  ihe  public  mind  was  fi  great ^  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  reftrain  ihe  torrent.  What  ravages  were 
occafiohed  by  this  torrent  of  efFervefcent  minds  !  All  their 
delihetations  were  inflamed  with  the  itnpetuofity  of  enihuftaftn. 
Roufe  up  your  choler  againft  the  enthufiafm  of  liberty  ; 
never  ftop  to  inquire  whether  thefe  deliberations  were 
good  or  bad.  TChey  fucceeded  eath  other  with  a  terrifying 
rapidity.  You  are  always  terrified :  take  courage  j  in  an 
urgent  crifis,  when  all  people  animated  with  the  fame 
fpirit,  rapidity  of  difcuffion  is  rather  a  confolatory,  than  an 
alarming  phenomenon.  Day  and  night  the  council -generaf 
continued  their  fittings.    Scoundrels !    to  confecrate  their  I 

days  and  rtights  to  the  public  weal ! 

/  would  not  fuffer  my  name  to  be  annexed  to  a  multitude  of 
^x,  no  lefs  irregular  than  contrary  to  principle.  What  prin- 
ciples ?  Not  thofe  by  which  tyranny  was  deftroycd.  What 
are  we  to  conclude  but  that  your  flumbcrs  were  lefs  inter- 
rupted, and  that  the  revolution  is  a  nullity,  becaufe  not 
fandioned  by  the  fignature  of  Jerome  Pction  ? 

/  was  equally  fenfible  thai  prudence  required  me  not  to  ap^ 
prove^  orfirengthen  by,  my  prefenccy  the  tranfaBions  ihenpajf- 
ing.'m^ExzQly  fo }  the  council-general  was  without  autho- 
rity ;  in  vain  the  people  had  created  it  i  in  vain  the  people 
approved  it ;  you  refufcd  your  a[5probation.  Take  care  of 
yourfelf,  my  dear  Petion,  this  language  excites  a  fufpicion 
of  didatorfliip. 

Thofe  whom  my  prefence  %ncon§moded  were  very  folicitous  to 
make  the  people  believe  that  Iprefided  at  all  their  operations  ; 
and  thai  nothing  was  done  but  in  concert  with  me.\ — Whom 
did  your  prefence  incommod*  ?  Were  you  not  a  good  ci- 
tizen ?  and  the  delegates  whom  the  people,  in  the  night 
of  the  pth  of  Auguft,  had  judged  worthy  to  defend  their 
caufe,  were  they  of  lefs  importance  than  yourfelf  ?  Had 
the  people  forbid  them  to  fulfil  the  obje£%  of  their  milEon 
without  the  confent  of  Jerome  Petion  ?  Do  you  believe 
that  citizens  armed  for  the  overthttw  of  defpotifm  are  fo 
idolatrous,  fo  cowardly,  fo  ftupid  as  you  would  infinuate? 

Ifeldom  made  my  appearance  :  if  at  that  time  I  had  loudly 
declared  my  fentiments  of  oppo/ttion^  it  would  have  occafioned  a 
fihifm  which  might  have  been  produBive  of  unhappy  confe* 
qUences;  there  is  in  every  thing  a  moment  of  maturity  f  ^  which 
ought  prudently  to  be  turned  to  advantage. — I  firmly  believe 
you  to  be  a,pian  eminently  endowed  with  the  gift  of  pru^ 
K  K  2  dently 
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tUnily  turning  to  ^vantage  the  moment  (f  metwUj*  Yet, 
whether  you  had  declared  in  favor  of  the  old  mttnicip«iUty» 
difmiiled  by  the  public  voice,  or  for  the  new  coundl  of 
the  commufte^  or  for  or  againft  the  revolution ;  I  much 
doubt  whether  you  would  have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
have  occafioned  a  fatal  fchifm. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  thi$  ftyle  of  reaibmng  ap- 
pears extraordinary ;  but  your  imagination,  though  gene- 
rally quiet  enough,  is  fo  muoh  (truck  with  every  thing  re- 
lating to  our  lad  revoludon»  that  you  fee  oMgafters  and 
erimes  where  other  men  difcem  only  ordinary  events,  or 
^  virtuous  anions*    Thus  you  confefs  yourfelf  to  be  (hocked 

that  the  council-general  of  the  ^«ri7fi/ff^(houId  have  thought 
it  necelTary  to  prolong  the  (hutting  of  the  barriers  four- 
and-twenty  hours  beyond  the  moment  you  had  fixed  for 
their  being  thrown  open;  and  becaufe  I  was  accidentally 
of  their  opinion,  you  fpeak  of  my  propofal  in  terms  like 
thofe  you  would  ufe  to  defcribe  an  eruption]  of  Mount 
Vefuvius*  You  indulge  yourfelf  in  declamations,  and 
draw  portraits,  but  you  pRr(ent  no  fa<3s ;  and  ftiU  kfs 
reafons*  You  are  compafllonate  towards  thofe  traitors 
who  were  adverfarious  to  liberty,  and  inexorable  only  to- 
wards the  moft  zealous  patriots; 

Tou  even  renew  the  reproaches  which  Louvet  has  vent* 
ed  againft  the  communis  for  having  prefented  too  violent 
petitions  to  the  legiflative  aflembly  \  but  in  terms  much 
more  vague,  and  in{ignificant,  though  not  lefs  ra&.  I 
can  only  refer  you  to  my  anfwer  to  Louvet.  But  how 
could  you  fo  far  forget  every  principle  of  liberty,  as  to 
liibmit  to  this  abfurd  and  procraftinated  inquky  into 
words  uttered  during  the  moft  ftormy  days  of  the  revolu- 
tion ?  How  could  you  forget  in  what  manner  the  confti- 
tuted  authorities  were  then  compofed,  and  what  were  the 
rights  of  the  people  ?  I  am  particularly  grieved  to  fee  you 
tranfgrefs  the  (idelity  of  hiftory,  to  transfer  to  the  phan* 
tom  of  a  conftituted  power,  which  now  no  longer  exifts, 
the  glory  of  thofe  tUuftrious  aAs,  which  belongs  to  the 
people.  In  the  legiflative  aflembly  we  can  only  prsufe  a 
few  individuals  who  were  worthy  of  the  pubHc  confidence; 
but  who  does  not  know  that  the  majority  was  bafe  and 
corrupt?  that  it  dei&ed  la  Fayette,. acquitted  all  eon£^ 
cators,  and  was  in  league  with  the  court  againft  the  na-, 
tion  ?  Who  does  not  know  thatithe  aflembly  &v.ored,  as 
much  as  poflfible,  all  thofe  trea&ns,  which,  l>ut  for  the 
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infurreflion  of  the  loth  of  Augnft,  would  have  yielded 
France  into  the  hands  of  the  foreign  armie$,  and  to  the  rage 
of  tyrants;  who  does  not  know  the  fervile  bafenefs  with 
which  Louts  XVL  was  received  in  the  bofom  of  the  af- 
fembly,  at  the  moment  when  viSory  was  yet  wavering 
between  liberty  ind  dcfpotifm  !  Who  does  not  know  that 
when  all  parties  rofe  with  a  fudden  motion^  and  faluted 
the  nation,  with  an  unanimous  exclamation,  the  thunder  ' 
of  the  people  had  already  pealed  in  their  ears  ?  Who  does 
not  know,  that  it  was  at  the  foar  of  cannon,  the  cry  of 
vi^ry,  and  even  on  the  petition  of  the  triumphant  people, 
that  the  aiTembly  took  the  oath  of  equality ;  that  when  it 
abolifh^ed  the  di(tin£lions  between  aflive  and  paffive  citi- 
zens, the  fe£l:ions,  then  permanent,  had  already  received 
them  without  difcrimination ;  that  th^  people  were  already 
overturning  the  ftatues  of  kings,  when  the  aflembly  de- 
creed their  deftru£lion ;  that  the  people  were  mafters  of 
the  king's  fate  when  the  aflembly  decreed  his  fufpenfion ; 
that  the  people  were  mafters  of  their  own  lot,  and  had  re- 
fumed  the  exercife  of  their  right,  when,  on  the  formal  de*  ^ 
mand  of  the  people,  the  aflembly  decreed  the  convbcation 
of  a  national  convention ;  in  fine,  that  the  people  were 
abandoned  or  betrayed  by  all  their  delegates,  when  they 
were  obliged  to  effeft  their  own  deliverance :  what  do 
you  mean,  then,  by  that  dignified  charaBer  of  the  leffflative 
hdy,  kuhich  faved  the  empire^  and  that  indire£t;  reproach 
againft  the  qity  of  Paris,  for  having  reftrained  the  liberty 
of  the  aflembly,  when  it  is  obvious  that  all  the  decrees 
which  you  extol  were  produced  by  thofe  imperious  cir- 
cumftances  which  the  people  had  crested  by  the  infurrec- 
tion  of  the  toth  of  Auguft  ?  What  right  have  you  to  im- 
pute as  a  crime  to  the  commune  of  Paris  certain  petitions 
which  the  public  intereft  required,  which  were  adopted, 
almoft  without  exception,  by  the  aflembly  ttfelf  $  petitions 
which  united  with  the  language  of  free  men,  the  rules  of 
decorum,  and  a  refpeft  even  for  the  fhadow  of  an  expiring 
reprefentation. 

It  was  not  the  commune  that  entered  into  ajlaterfrivalfilp 
with  the  ajfembly ;  but  certain  members  of  the  aflembly, 
ybur  Mentors,  who  were  defirous  todeftroy  the  commune; 
who,  on  the  very  morrow  of  the  loth  of  Auguft»  began 
to  rally  all  the  enemies  of  the  revolution,  who,  from  that 
monncnt,  caluminated  the  people  of  Piris  in  all  the  de- 
partments, who  laboured  inceflantly  tO'  lull  or  to  deceive 
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the  legiflative  body,  that  it  might  become  the  inftrument 
of  their  pitiful  intrigues.  In  a  fortnight  afterwards^ 
when  the  PrulEans  were  advancing  towards  Paris,  when 
tlie  commune^  to  the  found  of  the  tocfin  and  the  alarm 
gun,  aflcmbled  in  the  Champ-de-Mars  the  innumerable  in- 
habitants of  this  great  city,  what  were  Briflbt  and  his 
allies  about  ?  Caballing,  and  telling  lies.  What  was  Row- 
land doing  ?  Polling  up  bills  againft  the  Parifians :  he 
wanted  to  take  flight,  with  the  executive  council,  the  king^ 
and  the  aflembly.  To  flatter  tho{e  who  have  endangored 
the  people,  to  defame  thofe  who  have  ferved  them,  /hat 
can  we  call  this  condu£l,  but  doubly  to  betray  the  pdblic 
caufe  i 

Here,  I  confcfs,  vou  embarrafs  me  extremely.  How 
does  it  happen,  I  fliall  be  aflced,  that  a  man  fo  praife- 
worthy  in  the  republic,  as  Jerome  Fetion,  can  have  rea- 
foned  and  written  in  fuch  a  manner  ?  I  believe,  however, 
that  I  can  explain  the  matter,  by  means  which  yora  your- 
felf  have  furniftied. 

The  mayor  of  Paris,  you  fay,  in  your  fpeech,  fpeaking 
of  this  difaftrous  ep0ch,  the  loth  of  Auguft,  nvas  no  longer 
a  centre  of  union.  I  toas  continued  in  my  place  ;  but  had  only 
an  €mpty  title.  Ifeldom  appeared  at  the  commune.  /  nvas 
not  informed  of  any  thing.  That  is  the  faft;  you  were  not 
there.  You  were  the  Crillon  of  the  laft  revolution.  But 
the  whole  truth  muft  be  told :  it  will,  at  fitft,  aftonifli 
thofe  who,  far  from  the  fcene  of  a£lion,  learn  the  hiftory 
of  France  in  Roland's  pamphlets,  and  in  the  journals  of 
Rccdercr,  Gprfas,  and  other  writers  of  that  ftamp.  You 
"will  not,  however,  deny  the  fa£ts  I  am  about  to  unfold. 
You  will  ingenuoufly  confefs  that  you  did  all  in  your  power 
to  impede  the  revolution  of  the  loth  of  Auguft.  Not 
that  you  are  inimical  to  liberty,  far  from  it :  but,  in  the 
firft  place,  you  are  naturally  unfufpicious,  and  could  not 
believe  in  the  confpiracics  of  the  court,  with  which  wc 
were  begirt.  You  had  a  pitying  fmile  for  thofe  who  men- 
tioned them  to  you  ;  fo  that  you  feparated  yourfelf  from 
the  patriots  of  the  committee  of  police,  who  did  believe  in 
them,  and  they  v/ere  obliged  to  difpenfe  with  your  fign^- 
ture*  in  giving  orders  for  the  diftribution  of  ammunition 
to  the  federates. 

You  had  already,  feveral  times,  rendered  the  incipient 
infurreftion  abortive,  by  running  through  the  fe^ions 
and  the  fuburbs,  preaching  order  and  trancjuillity.     You 
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liad  fettered  the  courage  both  of  the  people  and  the  fede-i 
rsite8.^-Nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  than  this  con« 
clu£l>  an  attempt:  of  the  kind,  if  reHnquifhed,  delivered 
up  the  people  to  the  fword  of  tyranny.    Mean  time  the 
clanger  became  more  urgent,  and  proofs  of  the  projeA 
framed  by  the  court  to  murder  the  patriots,  were  univerfal. 
'Xhe  revolutionary  directory  of  the  citizen  federates  had 
fixed  on  the  night  of  the  9th  of  Auguft  for  fuppreffing  it. 
Your  ufual  prudence  led  you  to  exert  every  rpeans  to  op* 
pofe  their  intention.   You  fpoke  to  all  men  of  the  neceffity 
€>£  remaining  calm  and  peaceful.     The  7th  of  Auguft,  I 
"wras.  furprifcd  by  a  vifit  from  the  Mayor  of  Paris ;  it  was* 
the  firft  time  of  my  being  fo  honoured,  though  formerly 
extremely  intimate.    I  concluded  that  fome  great  motive 
l^ad  brought  you :  you  harangued  to  me,  for  a  whole  hour, 
on  the  dangers  of  infurredion.     I  had  no  particular  in- 
fluence  over  events :   but,  a$  I  often  went  to  the  fociety 
of  friends  of  the  conftitutlon,  where  the  members  of  the 
dir^f^ory  of  the  federates  habitually  went,  you  earneftly 
prefied  i^e  to  preach  your  doctrine  in  that  fociety.     You 
tpld  me  it  wQuld  be  neceiTary  to  defer  refiftance  to  oppref« 
fion,  uptil  the  aflembly  ihould  have  pronounced  the  king's 
forfeiture  of  the  crown :    but,  at  the  fame  time,  leifure 
muft  be  allowed  for  the  difcuQion  of  this  great  queftion, 
will  all  poilible  premeditation.     You  could,  however,  offer 
XK>  fecurity  that  the  court  would  adjourn  their  project  of 
cutting  our  throats,  for  fo  long  a  time  as  ic  might  pleafe 
the  national  affembly  to  adjourn  the  king's  forfeiture  ^  and 
it  was  well  known  that  at  that  time,  the  royalift  party 
predominated  in  the  aflembly ;  your  own  BriflTot,  himfelt,  ; 

and  his  friends  had  pronounced  feveral  long  fpeeches,  the 
only  obje£t  of  which  was  to  prove,  that  the  difcuiHoi;! 
ought  to  be  deferred,  and  deferred  without  end^  You 
even  know  how  much  their  equivocal  conducS);  had  dif« 
gufted  the  public  y  who  perceived  tha^  thciif  proje£t  was 
to  alarm  the  court  with  the  fear  of  ah  infurre£tion,  in 
order  to  feci^re  the  r(?turn  to  ofRcfi  the  minifters  of  their 
own  phoofing.  I  myfelf  might  have  developed  thefe  myf« 
te^Ies  '^  but  (uch  was  ipy  confidence  in  you,  and  fuch^  to 
fpeak  the  truth,  the  fentiments  of  friendlhip,  which  your 
unexpefted  condefcenfion  revived  in  my  heart,  that  I,  to 
a  certain  degree,  thought  you  in  the  right }  but  the  people 
and  the  federates  judged  differently,  and  there  was  a  ge- 
neral preparation  for  infurre£lion.     Your  opinions  ftill' 

KK  4  biafled 


biaffed  yow  condnd;  and  eveain  the  night  of  the  9th  of 
Aagttfti  at  the  moment  when  the  fe£lion6  were  all  rezdj 
to  mardi,  they  received  from  you  a  preffiifg  circular  letter, 
in  which  you  conjured  them  to  remain  quiet.  What  a 
moment  to  give  fuch  advice  I  Some  appeared  inclined  to 
follow  it,  and  a  general  confultation  was  held.  The  fee- 
tion  du  Theiire  Fran f  ens,  where  the  Marfeillois  battalioii, 
refided,  had  acquired  a  great  afcendency^  by  ibt  courage 
which  it  had  conftantly  difplayed.  Danton,  who  was  pre- 
fident  of  that  fe^iion,  rejefled  your  letter  with  the  energy 
which  he  always  has  exhibited  in  moments  of  great  danger 
to  the  country ;  the  tocGn  was  rung  in  all  quarters.  But 
all  thofe  who  were  going  to  devote  themfelves  in  the  caufe 
of  liberty  were  fenfible  diat  dieir  efforts  would  be  unavail* 
ing,  if  his  honor  the  mayor  came,  according  to  cuftom, 
to  thwart  their  operations,  and  to  relax  and  divide  the 
cffeA  of  the  popular  force.  Citizens  of  Paris  and  fede- 
rates, all  were  agreed  on  the  neceflity  of  one  preliminary 
ftep  of  infinite  prudence,  which  you  do  not  mention,  the 
obje£l  of  which  was  to  put  it  out  of  your  power'to  renew 
your  pacific  operations  and  fermons :  you  were  confined 
by  order  of  the  people,  in  your  own  houfe,  under  the  ho- 
nourable pretence  of  infurbg  your  fafety.  You  muft  re- 
colled,  that  on  the  morrow  of  the  i  ith  or  i3th  of  Auguft, 
when  the  victory  was  gained,  Briflbt  and  Guadet,  in  de- 
fpair  at  the  turn  things  had  taken,  loudly  vented  their 
choler  at  your  table,  in  ^refence  of  many  witnefles ;  ^they 
openly  reprimanded  you  fer  the  faciHty  with  which  you 
obeyed  the  will  of  the  pebple ;  Briffot  even  carried  his 
familiarity  fo  far  as  to  accufe  you  of  cowardice ;  he 
charged  you,  at  leaft,  to  put  a  fpoke  in  the  wheel  of  die 
Involution,  which  you  had  been  unable  to  keep  ina£live  ; 
and  you,  like  a  docile  pupil,  appeared  the  next  day  at  the 
eommune^  to  announce  that  proje^  of  a  committee  of  twenty- 
one,  fuggefted  by  them,  and  which  I  have  already  men- 
tioned.  ' 

I  do  not  mean  to  aflert  that  you  have  an  invincible 
antipathy  for  popular  commotions,  or  that  your  zeal  for 
the  public  tranquillity  admits  of  no  exception ;  but  you 
are  always  guided  by  the  fame  impulfe.  You  (hewed  as 
much  complalfance  for  the  riot  of  the  20th  of  June,  as  you 
dtfplayed  repugnance  to  the  infurre^^ion  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft.  What  could  occafion  this  contradiflion  of  con^* 
du^.  I  will  explain  it.  The  revolution  in  Auguft  was 
t  expelled 
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expe&tJ^  to  produce  public  liberty  $  the  armed  proceffion 
in  June)  the  recall  of  the  minifters  Claviere  and  Roland* 
The  erent  in' Auguft  was  provoked  by  the  neceffity  of  jtKe 
public  welfare ;  that  in  June  by  the  artifices  of  intrigue. 
On  both  occafionS)  the  citizens  were  guided  by  the  pureft 
motiTes,  but  on  the  20th  of  June  tiliey  were  deceived. 
TlMsy  were  not  apprifed  that  the  petition  prcfented  in  their 
nam«  would  be  furreptitiouily  altered,  and  that,  to  the 
grand  objefks  of  national  welfare  which  formed  its  bafis,  a 
dexterous  hand  would  fubjoin  a  demand  of  the  recall  of 
Mefirs.  Claviere  and  Roland,     While  the  throne  yet  con- 
tinued to  ftand,  I  was  cautious  of  publifhtng  my  opihion 
on  this  point ;  it  was  enough  fpr  patriots  to  know  that  the 
court  attempted  to  turn  this  event  to  the  difadvantage  of 
liberty,  to  attempt  juftifying  it,  and  no  one  ftept  forward 
with  more  zeal  and  franknefs  than  myfelf  to  defend  you 
agaiaft  all  the  perfecutions  to  which  it  j^ave  rife.    But  at  thid 
day  it  is  of  ufe  that  I  (hould  freely  publifli  my  real  opinion. 
Befides,  the  intriguers  who  furrounded  you  preferred  the 
kind  of  infurred  ion  which  took  place  in  the  20th  of  June, 
as  tending  to  reftore  them  to  of&ce.    Thus,  though  it  was 
publicly  announced  for  eight  days*,  though  their  emiiia- ' 
ries  publicly  ran  about  the  fuburbs,  and  even  complained 
of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  their  efforts,  you  took  no  ftep  to  pre- 
vent them.     You  might  have  done  it  with  much  motte  ifa- 
cility  than  you  retarded  the  general  iufurreflion  againft 
tyranny.     Even  the  court  Was  not  difpleafed,  as  your  party 
furnifhed  a  pretence  for  calumniating  the  popular  caufe; 
good  citizens,  only,  publicly  oppofed  the  infurrediion.  The 
day  before  it  took  place  I  met  Chabot,  who,  like  myfelf 
&LW  with  uneafineis  the  n^iferable  manoeuvre  which  was 
in  preparation.  '  I  advifed  him  to  repair  to  the  fauxbourg 
St.  Antoine,  where  the  petitioners  were  afiembted,  to  en* 
lighten  them  with  refped:  to  the  nature  of  this  proceeding; 
he  harai^gued  the  people  in  the  church  of  the  ^uinze^- 
Vingts,    He  was  too  late,  and  hi§  civic  homily  wa^  cut 
ihorc  by  thefe  words,  pronounced  in  the  prefence  of  three 
thoufand  perfons:     "We  are  fecure  of  Petion:    It  is 
«*  Petion's  order;  Petion  is  on  our  fide."  It  was  fortunate 
for  you  on  this  occafion  that  you  were  attacked  by  the 
enemies  of  the  people,  and  defended  by  thofe  very  pa- 
triots, who  internally  blamed  your  condu£l: ;  for  you  had 
ferioufly  endangered  your  reputation  for  prudence  and  in- 
tegrity ;  and  however  wrong  the  direflory  who  perfeeuted 

you 


jou  might  be  iq  their  motives  and  meansi.  it  is  certain- 
they  were  but  too  mnch  in  the  right  as  to  certain  fads  i 
and  however  conftitutional  Camus  might  feem^in  an  opinion 
which  he  publiflied  againft  you,  which  I  was  far  from  ap*** 
proving,  at  lead  he  was  not  in  the  wrong  when  he  accufed. 
you,  very  ungenteely  to  be  fure,  of  having  lied  to  the  public^ 
and  to  the  legiflative  aflembly,  in  the  account  you  gave 
them  of  your  conduct  in  this  particular.  The  people  alone 
was  in  the  right.  Neither  you  nor  your  adveriariea  were 
exempt  from  blame :  yet  this  was  one  of  the  principal 
fources  of  your  popularity. 

The  court  daily  laboured  to  augment  it  by  their  abfurd 
attacks,  and  by  their  plots.  The  intriguers,  calling  them* 
felves  patriots,  who  looked  on  your  popularity  as  their 
patrimony,  fwelled  it  by  all  the  great  means  then  at  their 
difpofal.  The  real  friends  of  the  country  fupported  it 
with  all  their  powers.  The  thick*headed  Louis  XVI^ 
thought  he  faw  a  rival  in  the  Jacobin  mayor  of  Paris  ; 
but  Csefar,  on  contemplating,  your  countenance,  dilate4 
with  an  eternal  fmile,  would  have  faid,  "  This  is  not  the 
**  man  who  will  tear  the  empire  from  mc."  The  day  of  * 
the  federation  arrived,  and  the  armed  citizens  came  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  to  ofler  to  you  the  homage  of  public 
efteem.  You  were  the  hc;ro  of  the  federation  in  1 792,  as  la 
Fayette  was  in  1 790,  but  la  Fayette's  adorers  were  ilaves  ; 
your  partifans  were  free  men ;  the  applaufes  they  were  pleaf-i 
ed  to  lavi(h  on  you,  turned  to  execrations  which  they  level- 
led againft  the.tyrant.  Your  glory  was  pure  as  the  heart  of 
Eatriotifm,  or  as  the  love  of  liberty.  How  eafy  would  it 
ave  been  to  you  to  aflure  for  ever  the  happipefs  of  yom;" 
country,  and  with  the  fame  blow  to  deftroy  both  defpptitin 
and  intrigue.  But,  far  from  fufFering  yourfelf,  eyen  for  a 
moment,  to  be  led  away  by  the  glorious  deftiny  of  Frances 
you  employed  yourfelf  only  in  arrefting  its  progrefs.  Fronx 
that  day  you  have  be6n  continually  retreating  towards  that 
ipiferable  fyftem  of  intrigue,  in  which. you  were  girt  by 
that  petty  ambitious  fa£lion  which  befet  you. 

Such  are  the  unfortunate  circumftances  which  have 
foured  you,  my  dear  Petion,  even  without  your  knowledge, 
againft  the  laft  revolution,  and  even  againft  the  city  of 
Palis.  Anger,  fometimes,  entered  into  celeftial  minds  1 
and  anger  has  placed  in  your  hands  the  arrows  which  yoi^ 
let  fly  againft  the  ele^oral  aflembly  of  the  department  of 
P^ris. 

Ya^ 
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Tou  pcrfuaded  yourfclf  that  you  had  grounds  of  com* 
pisiint  againft  that  affembly,  becaufe  you  were  only  nomw 
Tiated  as  a  deputy  to  the  convention  on  the  fecond  fcrutiny* 
O  human  weaknefs  !  you  could  not  cveu  for  a  moment 
difguife  your  chagrin ;  and  rather  than  be  affronted  by  the 
priority  of  another  citizen,  you  preferred  being  chofen  third 
at  Chartres,  to  being  fecond  at  Paris;  and  on  the  very  n^ext 
dayi  at  the  opening  of  the  fitting,  you  eagerly  declared  to 
the  eleftoral  affembly,  that  you  would  not  be  deputy  fo» 
tlie  department  of  Paris  5  you  fliunned  the  aflbmbly  from 
that  mom^t,  as  before  you  had  (hunned  the  commune^ 
Yet  you  repeat  all  the  calumnious  a bfurdities  heaped  oa' 
that  body  by  difappointed  ilupid  intriguers.  I  am  again 
obliged  to  refer  you  to  my  anfwcr  to  Louvet|  whom  yoa 
have  weakly  and  imperfe£ily  copied. 

But  what  have  the  Jacobins  donci  to  you  ?  What  could 
he  your  inducement  to  poft  that  ftrange  placard?  Was  it 
the  fervices  they  have  rendered  their  country,  and  the  great 
inQuence  they  alfo  had  in  bringing  about  the  laft  revolu- 
tion ?  Does  this  fingle  crime  efface,  in  your  judgment,  all 
the  benefits  for  which  you  were  yourfelf  indebted  to  the 
patriots  who  people  this  immortal  city?    •  '      . 

/  no  longer  retain  the  fame  injluence  over  events^  you  con^ 
tinually  exclaim  in  a  plaintive  tone ;  time  ioiUJhe%u  whether 
that  circumfiance  has  been  beneficial  or  injurious  to  Paris  and 
the  welfare  of  its  inhabitants.  Is  this  meant  as  a  threat  ? 
Are  you  determined  to  punifh  us  ?  Does  only  a  remnant  of 
pity  plead  in  your  breaft  in  favor  of  Paris  ?  Why  then  do 
you  not  undertake  her  defence  againft  the  bafe  perfecutions 
of  her  daftardly  enemies  ? 

/  J^ave  more  than  once  faved  Paris  ;  and  I  have  fpared  the 
^hqd  of  th(  people. 

Who  is  the  man  that  can  deliberately  rank  among  the 
fervices  which  he  has  rendered  to  the  people,  that  of  not 
ordering  them  to  be  affaflinated  ?  If  a  general  boafts,  that 
by  ordering  a  ceffation  of  carnage,  he  has  fpared  human 
bloody  I  can  conceive  him :  hut  what  affinity  is  there  be- 
tween the  fun£tions  of  a  mayor,  and  the  maflacre  of  citi- 
zens ?  Are  the  friends  of  humanity  to  eftimate  their  civil 
virtues  by  a  contraft  with  the  monftrous  exceffes  of  tyranny  ? 
Put  by  what  right  could  Petion  command  the  murder  of 
the  people  who  protefted  him ;  of  the  people  who,  on  the 
2oth  of  June,  might  have  exclaimed,  *«  It  is  you  and 
•*  your  party  who  have  led  us  to  flaughten" 

I  have  ' 
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I  have  m^re  than  dftce  faved  Paris  s^hefore  the  loth  of 
Auguft,)  It  is  certaii)  that  many  heroic  anions  are  ftill 
ihrouded  in  darknefsi  but  pray  inform  us  exa£tly  tow  many 
times  you  faved  the  country,  and  we  will  ercft  to  you,  at 
kaft,  an  equal  number  of  ftntues.  The  gratitude  of  the. 
whole  human  race  has  confecrated  the  names  of  thofe 
who  have  only  once  faved  liberty,  what  (hould  we  do  for 
the  man  to  whom  this  fort  of  tranfa*£lions  is  fo  familiar 
that  he  does  not  even  condefcend  to  enumerate  them  ? 
^  /  have  faved  R9befpierre  himfelffrcm  perjecutitmy  by  attach^ 

iffg  niMf  to  his  lot.  What  a  combination  !  After  fo  great 
an  adion,  what  need  can  there  be  to  recite  one  fo  indif* 
ferent  ?  It  would  not  claim  difcuffion  but  for  the  import- 
tncc  you  annex  to  it.  You  are  defirous  to  recur  to  that 
honorable  period  of  your  life,  when,  during  the  revifion  of 
the  conftitution,  you,  with  a  few  of  your  colleagues,  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  a  faithful  reprefentative.  By  whom 
%ras  I  then  perfecuted  ?  By  la  Favette  and  his  fadion,  as 
I  now  am  by  the  faflions  whicn  fucceeded  them.  For 
what  caufe  was  I  perfecuted,  but  the  caufe  of  liberty  ?  And 
why  were  you  not  alfo  perfecuted,  yourfelf  ?  Why  do  yon 
afliime  that  you  attached  yourfelf  to  my  lot,  rather  than 
that  I  attached  myfelf  to  yours  ?  What  do  I  fay  ?  Why 
h  it  faid  that  you  were  attached  to  me,  rather  than  to  the 
country,  or,  at  lead,  to  your  own  honor  ?  And  how  could 
you  imagine  that  your  prote£t:ion  availed  me  more  than 
the  public  intereft,  and  the  facred  caufe  which  I  had  ef- 
poiifed  i 

But  admitting  that  you  have  faved  us  all ;  would  this 
great  kindncfs  give  you  a  right  to  deftroy  us,  or  even  tp 
calumniate  a  fingle  individual  ?  The  vileft  infe£^  revolts 
againft  the  man  who  attempts  to  crufli  him  -,  and  I  ag^inft 
Jerome  Petion,  as  well  in  my  own  name,  as  in  the  name 
of  all  good  citizens  againft  whom  he  declares  war.  What 
i  moment  have  you  fele£led  for  your  attack?  I  had,  in 
^pofition  to  calumny,  juft  gained  a  vi£iory,  an  eafy 
viftory,  in  which  I  was  far  from  exulting.  You  fccretly 
came  to  the  field,  armed  cap-a-pie,  but  the  rapidity  of  the 
combat  was  fuch,  that  you  had  not  time  to  draw  your 
fword,  and  at  the  moment  when  1  was  peaceably  retreat- 
ing from  the  field  of  battle,  you  came  and  aflaulted  me  in 
the  rear. 

You  could  not  then  refolve  to  return  into  your  pott- folio 
your  difmal  fpecch.    The  dircftors  of  your  political  con- 

8  fcience 
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ict^tce  gave  you  to  underftand  that  the  credit  of  the  party 

"was  too  cruelly  endangered^  by  fo  ihameful  a  check,  that 

your  civic  ehef'^muvre  alone  could  repair  it,  ^d  you  de-> 

livered  it  to  the  printer.     But  as  it  undoubtedly  forms  one 

of  the  principles  of  the  coterie  ^,  that  all  means  are  legi-^ 

timate  which  tend  to  promote  the  good  caufe,  you  thought 

it  your  duty  to  prepare  for  the  fucce£s  of  this  fagacioua 

manoeuvre,  by  a  pofting-bill  againft  the  Jacobins,  in  which 

you  fend  £orth  a  fliarpened  arrow  againft  me.    The  refult 

was,  a  decree  from  the  direftory  of  mayoralty,  confirmed 

by  that  of  the  minifter  of  the  interior,  importing  that  the 

aboYe*^mentioned  pofting-bill  (hall  be  printed  at  the  a\di  of 

Jerome  Petion's  fpeech  ^  that  mod  honorable  mention  fhall 

be  made  of  both  by  all  the  public  news^writers,  and  that 

they  fhall  be  diftributed  to  ail  the  adminiftrative  bodies,  to 

all  the  municipalities  throughout  the  republic,  to  all  reSors, 

and  clergymen.    The  virtuous  Roland  ought  honeilly  to 

uiforn^  the  committee  of  finance,  how  much  this  new  dif-^ 

tri^ution  will  coft  the  republic:  he  might  alfo  tell  us, 

whether  thofe  who  ftop  the  juftificatory  publications  at  the 

poft-office,  when  they  are  fent  to  the  departments  by  order 

of  the  commune^  and  franked  by  the  mayor,  are  more  cau« 

tiotts  with  refpeS:  to  covers  franked  by  the  minider.     Can 

k..be  juft,  my  dear  Petion,  to  attack  us  with  fuch  unequal 

arms  I   Your  want  of  generoiity  is  the  more  confpicuous 

JA  this  refpe£t,  that  you  are  emboldened  to  the  combat  by 

an  opinion  which  you  entertain,   that  your  name  atone 

will  give  to  youraiTertions  the  authority  of  a  demonftrative 

proof,  as  you  yourfelf  infinuate  in  your  preface.    Thus 

am  I,  without  appeal,  attainted  and  convi^ed,  before  Uie 

tribunal  of  the  eighty -three  departments,   of  all  the  ab- 

furdttiee  and  all  the  vices  which  you  impute  to  me.    For 

I  have  not  even  a  right  to  anfwejr  you.    Did  I  ever  difpute 

your  right  of  printing  every  day,  and  even  of  pofting  your 

virtues,  when  no  man  was  employed  in  difcufling  them  ?  And 

againft  me,  who  never  j.uftified  myfelf,  but  in  defence  of 

my  Ufe,  you  have  pafied  a  law,  by  which  I  cannot  repel 

your  calumnies,  without  proving,  by  that  fingle  a£i,  an 

excefs  of  vanity.    Suffer  at  leaft,  a  word  of  animadverGon 

on  the  abufe  you  make  of  this  ftrange  privilege.     In  fa£k, 

it  is  too  much  to  arrogate  a  right  of  loudly  accufing  nie  of 

*  Alluding  to  the  meetings  held  by  tlie  Brlffotines  at  madame  Ro- 
land's, 

cowardice, 


cowardice,  of  pofting  that  you  faw  me  trembling.  And 
when  ?  At  the  very  time  when  la  Fayette  was  profcrib-» 
ing  the  patriots ;  the  day  when  with  thirty  individuals, 
among  whom  you  were  not,  I  remained  at  the  Jacobin 
dub,  furrounded  by  fatellites,  while  the  blood  of  patriots, 
which  he  had  recently  ihed,  was  ftill  dreaming ;  at  that 
time  when  I  obllinatcly  defended  that  tutelary  inftitution 
of  liberty  againft  the  formidable  fadlion  which  governed 
the  conftituent  aflembly.  They  trembled  then,  in  your 
opinion,  all  thofe  who  denounced  that  faflion,  in  the 
midft  of  its  guilty  fuccefs,  and  who  never  ceafed  their 
ftruggle  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  which  that  fai^ion 
had  proscribed. 

But  for  what  purpofe  do  you  thus  cavil  at  my  conduct 
in  the  conftituent  aflembly  ?  You  pretend  to  explain  your* 
felf  on  the  accufation  againft  me  for  afpiring  to  the  di£ta» 
torfliip,  which  you  acknowledge  to  be  a  calumny.  What 
then  was  left  for  you  to  fay  ?  You  were  ptecifely  em* 
ployed  to  come  to  the  relief  of  Louvet,  whofe  defeat  was 
fbrefeen,  though  it  was  not  expe£l:ed  to  be  fo  fpeedy.  Your 
commiflion  was  to  make  a  digreffion  on  my  general  cha- 
raster  ;  and  as  it  is  well  known  that,  in  the  eyes  of  frivo- 
lous men,  abfurdities  and  errors  are  more  degrading  than 
vices,  you  have  depi£led  me  captious,  morofe,  and  atra- 
bilious. Thofe  who  direded  you  knew,  by  inftind,  that 
the  only  refource  of  intrigue  was  to  hold  up,  beforehand, 
to  the  public  opinion,  thofe  who  might  unmaflc  them,  as 
Jufpicious^  vifionary  beings ^  ever  ready  to  denounce  rajbly  :  men 
(f  gloomy  imaginations f  who  every  where  fee  chimeras^  precis 
pices f  plots i  and  monfiers  ;  and  moreover ^  vain,  ambitious^  and 

dejirous  of  making  court  to  the  people, Very  well,    my 

dear  Petion,  nothing  can  be  better  conceived  than  to  com- 
pare the  people  to  kings,  and  the  friends  of  liberty  to 
courtiers';  for  if  this  opinion  prevails,  a  vaft  field  lies 
open  to  thofe  political  (harpers,  who  do  not  flatter  the 
people,  but  who  plunder  them,  and  cut  their  throats. 
And,  in  fa£l:,  fo  many  pay  their  court  to  kings  or  to  mi- 
nifters,  the  depofitaries  of  the  public  power  and  wealth, 
that  they  may  eafily  hope  for  pardon  who  court  the  people, 
by  defending  the  caufe  of  juftice  and  humanity  ^  for  I 
call  you  yourfelf  to  witnefs  that  fuch  are  the  oidy  means 
by  which  they  can  be  flattered. 

As  for  men  of  gloomy  imaginations,  I  muft  do  you  the 
juftice  to  acknowledge^  that  you  were  ever  exempt  from 

that 
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that  fault,    I  am  a  witnefs  that  you  never  believed  In  atiy 
plot  againft  the  itate,  till  after  it  was  executed.    I  am  a 
witnefd)  that  till  the  day  of  the  Champ^e-Marsy  you  caft 
an  eye  of  pity  on  thofe  who  fpokc  ill  of  la  Fayette  5  that, 
even  after  that  periodj  you  never  ceafed  to  put  a  favour- 
able interpretation  on  his  intentions.    I  am  a  witnefs,  that 
when  the- faction,  of  which  he  was  at  the  head,  named, 
in  the  conftituent  aiTembly,  commiffioners  to  go  and  meet 
Louis  XVL  in  his  return  iiom  Varennes,  they  caft  their 
eyes  on  you,  as  the  lead  dangerous  of  all  the  patriots, 
and  as  a  proper  perfpn  to  be  joined  with  Barnave,  and  la 
Tour  Maubourg.     I  am  witnefs,  that  after  la  Fayette  had 
afTumed  the  command  of  the  armies,  you,  on  an  hundred 
occafions,  guaranteed  his  innocence,  and  faid  to  every  one 
who  would  give  you  a  hearing  5   "  La  Fayette  is  on  our 
<«  fide."  I  further  atteft,  that  you  fpoke  of  the  Patriot  Nar^ 
bofwe,  and  of  the  Patriot  M»ntefquieuy  with  peculiar  vene- 
ration, precifely  in  the  fame  terms  as  the  Chronique^  and 
the  Patriate  Franfois.     In  a  word,  I  atteft,  that  there  is 
hardly  a  man  at  this  ds^y  accufed  as  a  traitor  to  the  coun- 
try, to  whom  you  have  not  delivered  a  fimilar  brevet  of 
patriotifm. 

I  will  pafs  my  word  for  you,  that  far  from  being 
troublefome,  miftruftful,  and  melancholy,  you  are  the  man  ' 
of  all  others  whofe  blood  flows  mod  placidly,  whofe  heart 
is  leaft  agitated  by  the  fpe£);acle  of  human  perfidy^  and 
whofe  philofophy  moft  patiently  endures  the  miferies  of 
others. 

For  myfelf,  I  acknowledge  my  faults ;  and  though,  ac* 
cording  to  the  opinions  of  thofe  who  have  the  beft  means 
of  judging,  I  am  no  lefs  eafy,  and  unfufpicious  ih  private 
life  than  you  think  me  miftruftful  in  public  affairs ; 
though  you  have  long  experienced  this  truth,  and  my 
friendfliip  for  you  exifted  long  after  the  date  of  thofe 
proceedings  which  were  mod;  offenfivc  to  my  principles,  I 
own,  to  my  ftiame,  that  I  have  the  weaknefs  ftill  to  be- 
lieve in  the  exiftence  of  fatal  intrigues,  which  you  perhaps 
will  guefs  at,  when  all  France  is  facriiiced  to  them. 

But  you,  who  but  a  fortnight  before  the  revolution  of 
the  10th  of  Auguft,  of  your  own  fpontaneous  motion, 
had  the  turpitude  to  go  to  the  king  ;  we  know  not  whe- 
ther it  was  to  convert  him  or  to  juftify  yourfclf ;  you  who, 
on  the  very  eve  of  the  infurre£tion,  went,  in  all  (impHcity, 
to  r^nge  in  that  royal  foreft,  .to  expofe  Jerome  Pecion  to 


the  derifion  of  Herod's  court,  you  wbo  could  not  'believd 
that  there  ^as  fo  much  wickednefs,  even  in  a  court,  how 
'Can  you  ftill  be  (b  unrelenting  towai^ds  thofe  who,  on  cer* 
tain  occafions,  have  proved  that  their  folly  was  more 
feafonable  than  your  wifdom  ?  Does  your  Lind-he^rtedaefs 
extend  only  to  mountebanks  and  tyrants  ?  Is  it  a  law  ia 
i^ature  that  minds  diftinguiflied  by  apathy  h^te  thofe  po& 
fefled  of  ardour  and  energy  ?  TMs  is  cerrain,  that  I  al-» 
ways  thought  I  perceived  in  you  lefs  kiodnefs  for  the 
ebullitions  of  patriotifm,  than  for  the  excefles  of  arifto* 
cracy.  For  example,  I  have  feen  you  le&  prepoflbfi^ 
againft  la  Fayette,- than  againft  Danton  ;  lefs  angry  with 
the  court  at  dobkntz,  than  with  the  Jacobin  dub. 

You  indemnify  yourfelf,  however,  for  the  pai^  you  ex- 
perience in  9ccufiiig  fo  many  perfons ;  you  lay  down  the 
cenfpr's  rod,  to  aflume  die  panegyrift's  oeo&r.  It  is  not 
necefiary  for  me  to  fay  in  wfaofe  ntvour  ;"your  remnant  of 
popularity  was  not  to  he  expended  for  dxc  fole  purpofe  of 
defaming  Paris  and  the  Jacobins ;  it  was  alfo  to  revive  the 
credit  of  a  fadion  tren^ling  for  it£elf. 

Tou  dogmatically  afiure  us  that  you  know  not  of  at 
Brifibtine  faftion ;  that  Briflbt,  of  all  men  in  the  world^ 
is  the  lead  proper  to  be  the  head  of  a  party.  You  aflert  it 
in  your  pofting-bill,  you  repeat  it  in  your  fpeech.  And 
wIuLt  does  it  fignify  ?  It  is  not  my  intention  here  to  enter 
into  a  difcul&pn  of  BriiTot's  character.  Who  ever  faid 
that  he  was  the  head  of  a  party  ? 

I  have  not  yet  feen  among  us  a  real  head  of  a  party  ; 
even  la  Fayette  was  not  to  be  cOnfidered  in  that  tight;  he 
w^s  an  agent  for  the  king ;  his  oaly  aim  was,  to  be  the 
mod  powerful  man  in  die  court  of  Louis  XVI,  In  France, 
9nd  in  a  revolution,  the  object  of  which  is  not  to  fubftitute 
one  tyranny  for  another,  but  to  reftore  the  reign  of  juftice 
and  eq^lity,  heads  of  parties  can  only  be  petty  kilaves» 
.without  either  courage  or  genius.  Now,  thefe  kind  of 
men  can  eafily  plunder,  ruin,  and  tear  the  ftate  to  pieces : 
that  is  the  mofl;  e»fy  of  all  trades,  but  diey  can  never  en»- 
flave  us.  Two  powerful  obftacles  will  always  oppofe  tbait 
undertaking,  their  mediocrity,  and  the  good  fenfe  of  th^ 
people. 

A«  for  your  Briflbt,  fince  you  will  return  to  the  fiibjed):, 
does  it  follow^  becaufe  his  name  is  become  the  toot  of  a 
new  conjugation,  that  the  public  look  up  to  bim  as  the 
hc^d  of  a  party  ?   Efcobar  pofleficd  the  lame  honour^  and 

yet 
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yet  ti'C  was  nothi;ig  but  a  Jefuit.     If  father  Briflbt  was  ac- 
knowledged gencraliffimo  of  all  the  Briffotines  in  the  re- 
public, he  would  certainly  be  the  mod  formidable  power 
in  Europe.     You  have  repeated  to  me  twenty  times,  that 
Briflbt  was  a  mere  child,  and  that  is  a  cant  word  of  the  co- 
terie, when  they  wifli  to  foften  down  certain  frauds,  fome- 
M^hat  too  glaring,  with  which  he  is  reproached  :  they  even 
pretend  that  he  is  not  difpleafed  at  being  thus  exhibited, 
juft    as   Sixttts    Quintus    fometimes    affected    simplicity, 
ibmctimes  pretended  to  be  ill.     You  will  however  give 
ftie    leave  to  consider  him  as  a  perverfe  child;  but  as  I 
am    unwilling  to  undertake  the  taOc  of  corrcfting  him, 
per«iit  iric  to  leiive  him   to  the   public.     Clootz^  who 
judges    him   with    great  forbearance,    fays,    in    his   in- 
genious  and  inftruftive  opinion,    To  contemplate  his  in- 
dire^  proceedings^  his  lies ^   Sec,  &c.  one  would  think  he  was 
in  the  pay  $f  the  enemies  of  France^  and  of  the  human  race  ; 
and  I,  llill  more  forbearing,  confider  him  only  as  one  of 
the  mod  extenfive  mercantile  agents  in  Europe.     If  the 
public  fotm  a  more  uncharitable  opinion,  make  your  com- 
plaint to  them  :  and  as  you  complain  of  the  general  blind" 
nefs  on  that  fuhjeEly  be  you  the  operator  to  remove  the 
cataraift  which  deprives  them  of  the  fight  of  fo  many  vir- 
tues.    Do  not  difdain  to  enlighten  thofe  whom  you  have 
faved.     Briflbt,  you  fay,  has  knowledge  and  genius^     Be  it 
fo.     We  are  even  credibly  informed,  that  he  has  written 
fome  large  books  :  he  is,  at  lead,'  a  revolutionary  Dacier, 
and  a  political  Scudery.     Clootz  alfo  pretentis,  that  he 
{does  not  carry  his  head  a  jot  higher  than  he  did  ten  years 
.?igo.     Now,  1,  cannot  fay  whether,  ten  years  ago,  he  held 
his  head  very  high.    But  again,  what  does  all  this  fignify  ? 
We  might  both  of  us  have  avoided  this  difcuffion.     You  - 
yourfolf  ought  not  to  have  begun  it.     Briflbt,  extolled  by 
you,  feems  to  be  praiCng  himfdf.     The  pupil  is  not  con- 
fuked  refpecling  the  capacity  of  his  mailer,  or  the  lover  ' 
on  the  charms  of  his  miftrefs.     Was  Orgon  a  competent 
judge  of  the  charafter  of  Tartuffe  ?    How  many  were  the 
proofs  rcquifite  for  the  difenchanting  of  the  credulous  man  ? 
and  proof  of  what  a  nature  !    Nothing  lefs  than  an  Elmira 
can  efFeft  fuch  a  prodigy.  Lepauvri  homme^  is  the  conftant 
anfwer  he  gives  to  every  argument ;  and  fimilarly  at  your 
houfe,  every  one  continually  repeated  Le  pauvre  Warville  *. 

In 

*   Rr»befp:€Tfe  alludes   to    Moliere's  comedy    called   TartufFe,    on 

rimpodeur.   Ths  endearing  tenderneU  of  the  French  exclamation,  Le 

VOL.  Ilf  LL  puifvre 


In  vain  you  deny  this  difgraceful  fubjediion,  the  verf 
efforts  you  make  to  repel  the  fufpicion  only  confirm  ilu 
Why  do  you  always  begin  your  fpeechcs  with  this  exoi?- 
dium :  Never  did  man  in  place  think  and  a^  for  himfelf  Jk 
tnm'h  as  I P  Why,  in  the  preface  to  the  fpeech  we  are  dif- 
culfin^,  are  you  fo  folicitous  to  inform  your  readers^  that 
in  order  to  compofe  it  you  r-etired  wthin  jourfdf ;  you  were 
(leaf  to  the  voice  if  friendfhip  ;  and  bad  no  cofftmunication  wfti 
any  perfon  lohonlfoever^  Is  an  author  obliged  to  prove  that 
he  put  himfelf  in  dofe  confinement  to  compofe  his  books  ? 
And  are  not  fuch  oratorical  precautions  fomewhat  ftifpi- 
^ious  ? 

Befides,  your  whole  fpeech  proves,  that  nothing  in  it 
belongs  to  you,  except  perhaps,  the  colouring,  and  the 
llyle:  but  the  thoughts,  the  principles,  the  moral,  the 
^im,  the  moment  of  publication,  the  vague  accufationsy 
the  declamations  unfupported  by  proof,  the  malignant  in- 
finuations,  the  equivocal  tone,  the  crafty  windings,  grcfs 
contradidlionSy  even  the  political  abfurdities,  the  mixture 
of  fimplicity  and  art,  of  moderation,  and  rooted  malice  ; 
thofe  exhortations  to  peace,  immediately  followed  by  thofe 
infidious  reflef^ions  which  revive  dormant  prejudices,  thofe 
.farcafms  by  which  that  difcord  is  renewed  which  i£e^med 
at  an  end,  and  the  poiling-bill  pafted  on  our  walls ;  all 
thefc. things  are  not  your  own.  You  calumniate  yourfelf 
when  you  pretend  that  you  are  led  by  nobody.  Perhaps 
you  even  believe  it ;  but  I  will  take  my  oath  you  are 
quite  miftaken.  Do  people  ki^ow^  when  they  are  led  ? 
Only  obferve  what  paiTes  on  our  theatres :  when  a  dexter* 
pus  chambermaid,  or  an  intriguing  valet,  leads  a  Geronte, 
or  ail  Drgpn,  as  it  vvcre  in  leading-firings:  don't  you  fee 
with  what  art  the  rogues  extol  the  wonderful  wifdom 
and  incredible  firmnefs  of  the  poor  man,  vyhilc  he,  in 
the  miclft  of  ^heir  noify  joy,  cries,  **  Oh  I  am  very  certain 
that  i  am  not  a  man  to  be  led,  and  if  there  is  a  (leady 
bead  in  France,  I  warrant  it  is  this  on  piy  flioulders/' 

Make  prpper  allowances  for  the  exaggeration  neceflary 
•in  the  dramatic  art,  and  above  all  for  your'  great  merits^ 
and  I  wpwld  almolt  venture  to  aihrm  that  there  is  in  this 
portrait  fome  rerembbnce  of  yourfelf.  For  example,  in 
the  month  pf  Jaiiuary  laft,  when  a  r^cw  adrpiniftration  ^^'as 

pfwvre  hmmt,  is  not  adequately  conveyed  by  tl|c  Englifli  expredfiom 

*Ofl/-  VIM  I 
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formed,  I  faw  that  you  were  in  the  firm  c6nvi£Kon  that 
it  was  you  who  had  chofen  them.     When  I  aflced  you,  if 
that   meafure  of  the  court  did  not  ftrike  you  as  a  little 
fufpicious;  you  anfwered,  with  an  air  of  extraordinary 
fatisfa&ion,  <<  Oh  if  you  did  but  know  what  I  know  !    If 
yt>u  i:new  who  it  was  that  pointed  them  out/*    I  per- 
ceived your  meaning,  and  laughing  at  your  credulity,  faid 
<*  it  was  you,  perhaps;"  on  which,  rubbing  your  hands 
together,  you  gave  an  aifenting  hem  !  hem  !  It  was  in  vain 
that  you  perfifted  in  afiuring  me  the  h6t  was  fo.    I  had 
too  fincere  an  efteem  for  you  to  fuppofe  that  you  had  fuf- 
ficient  credit  with  Louis  XVI.  and  his  courtiers,  to  form 
a  mimitry.     But  I  will  inform  you  by  what  means  you 
perfuaded  yourfelf  that  you  had  created  thefe  miniftcrs^ 
"When  Briflbt,  and  certain  patriots  of  the  fame  ftamp  in 
the  kgiilative  aiftmbly,  in  concert  with   Narbonne,  by 
the  conictit  of  la  Fayette^  and  the  intervention  of  certain 
women,  fuch  as  the  baronefs  de  Stael,  and  the  marchionefs . 
de  Condorcet,  had  made  all  the  arrangements,  and  the 
whole  trahfa£^ion  was  fettled,    Brifibt  came,  to  you  and 
faid^  **  Whom  (hall  we  appoint  minifters?   Roland,  Cla* 
**  viere,— they  are  good  men  I  do  you  approve  of  them  ?•— 
**  Eh— egad,  yes  !— Roland,  Claviere-p-Oh  that  would  be 
<<  charming!  let  them  be  appointed  by  all  means j'^— -and 
then  you  thought  you  had  formed  the  adminiftration. 

When  diefe  minifters  w^re  thrufl;  out  bv  another  fa£tion, 
the  fame  men  dexteroufly  availed  themfelves  of  your  po-^ 
pularity  to  obtain  their  recall*  Thus  originated  the  tranfac<^ 
tions  of  the  20th  of  June ;  you  perfevered  with  firmnefs 
towards  that  obje£):,  but  you  carried  your  views  no  farther^ 
becaufe  your  leaders  did  not  wi(fa  that  you  fhould  go  far* 
tker.  The  torrent  which  fubverted  the  throne,  deranged 
their  real  proje&s;  and  their  only  confolation  for  the  events 
of  the  loth  of  Auguft  was,  that  they  were  enabled  to  recall 
Roland  and  Claviere.  They  wifli,  under  the  nanie  of  thefe 
two  minifters,  to  xeign  for  ever;  to  efie£t  which,  they 
muft  enflave  the  people ;  divide  the  convention,  in  order 
to  govern  it,  and  perfecute  the  friends  of  liberty^ .  Hence 
arife  all  their  intrigues,  all  their  calumnies,  aH  their  crimes^ 
their  alliance  with  the  old  partifans  of  royalty  and  arifto* 
cracy.  You  fufpe£b  nothing  of  this,  and  you  ftili  remain 
with  them,  beeaufe  you  are  accuftomed  to  follow  where- 
ever  they  lead  you.  They  have  already  led  you  far 
eaougbj  and  I  aax  afraid  they  will  lead  you  ftUl  farther . 

Lh  2  aftr:ay. 


aftray.  Reflef):  on  yourfclf,  if  it  be  poffible,  ind  ei»» 
mine  how  heavy  the  conditions^  bywhidi  you  are  bound  to 
them,  hang  on  you. 

I  own  that  you  are,  in  fome  degree,  obliged  to  them ; 
they  have  materially  accelerated  the  maturity  of  your  tc« 
putation  ;  cried  up  in  all  the  journals  which  were  at  theav 
difpofal,  yott  were  a  deity  to  all  who'  took  thofe  journals 
for  oracks.     In  a  diftant  view  fpots  are  not  difceroed)  tike 
fprings  of  political  events  are  not  perceived  ;  and  you  per* 
haps  are  The  only  tnftance  among  the  defenders  of  liberty^ 
throughout  the  world,  of  a  man  who  has  enjoyed  the  pie* 
uitude  of  his  glory.     You  ought,   however,  to  miilruft 
your  good  fortune,  RouiTeau  will  inform  you,  that  a  real 
llatefman  fows  in  one  cetitury,  and  reaps  in  the  fucceedin^ 
ages.    Read  hiflory,  and  you  will  find  that  the  benefaAots* 
of  the   human  race  were  its  martyrs.      Agi«  was  con- 
demned by  the  Ephori,  for  his  attempt  to  revive  tiie  laws 
of  Lycurgus  $  Cato  plunged  the  dagger  in  his  own  entrails ; 
the  younger  /Brutus  was  obliged  to  dedroy  himfelf,  after 
having  kiiled  the  tyrant ;  the  fon  of  Marius  expired  under 
the  fword  of  tyranny  ;   Socrates  drank  hemlock ;.  Sydney 
died  on  x  fcnfFoId  ;  but  Petian,  in  an  inftant,  found  him'^ 
frlf  loaded  with  the  honoi*  recently  lavifiied  on  la  Fayette. 
H;id  you  fought  to  fathom  the  caufes  of  this  phenomenon^ 
you  might ,  have  difcovered  that  a  detached  intrigue  lent 
its  fupport  to  your  patriotifm.     You  would  have^  refleiSted 
that -the  Guadets  of  Athens  w«re  not  the  friends  of  So- 
crates ^   that  Brutus  and   Cato  were  not  dei&ed  by  the 
BrifTotines  of  Rome :  and  you  would  have  difcovered  that 
you  were  the  hero  of  June  1792,  becaufe  you  were  not 
.  dcttincd  to  be  die  hero  of  future  ages.    But  thefe  fervicea 
of  your,  friends  are  abundantly  compenfated  by  the  advan- 
tages you  have  procured  for  them.     Refleft,  in   the?  firft 
place,  that  you  fnmiihed  the  moft  precious'  article  of  their 
whole  ftock  in  trade,  I  mean  the  reputation  for  integrity: 
which  you.brought  froftnthe  conftituent  aflembly ;  for.  in 
the  eyes  x)f.  judicious  obf^rvers,  that  was  your  real  title  to 
glory.     Your  new  partners  liave  increafed  it  by  their  in- 
di^ftry,  but  fbr  their  own  benefit.  .  Jt  has  fervcd  as  a  veil 
to  their  manoeuvres,  as  an  inftrumetit  of  their  ambition. 
It  is  your  reputation  that  has  fumiihcd  them  the  means  ofc 
privately  undermining  the  edifice  of  liberty,  and  of  convert-*' 
ir/g  the  firft  days  of  the  republic  into  daysofdifiio^d,  diforder^ 
and  tyranny.  To  them-  you  have  facrificeiyouir^ory.,  Pleific 
'    .  Hcavea 
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